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PART II*/1(^, 

CHAP. m. '"^z 

Co^fpiracj for reftoring Murray. AJfaf"^ 

^nation o/Daifid Ri%^o»^-'~-FalfebQQd of 

Buchanan. Confederacy at the Cqfile 

of GraigfSiUar. — Examination of the 
^l^ens Conduct 

7i^-^ £ UM minatum et darnnumfecatttm^ 
■*'-* fay the lawyers, is a moft certsdn 
prefumption of guilt, which nothing but t3ic 
moft pofilive evidence of the contrary can 
remove. Of the malum minatum by Murray 

Vol.. II. B to 
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a Inquiry into the Evidence 

to the Lord Darnley, . carried evea fo far 
into execution, it is impoflible to produce 
a more clear proof than by the precediDg 
teftimonies j nor was the aflual murder of 
that prince fo very remote from this pe- 
riod, as in the leaft to weaken that pre- 
fumption. Murray's rebellion and banifh- 
inent was in OSober 1565 j and Darnley'a 
murder happened in the beginning of the 
year 1567, \oih February \ that is, fcarcc 
fixteen months diftant, and within lefs than 
eleven months after Murray was recalled 
from his banilhment. 

We have fhewn the traces and fteps of 
this confederacy of Murray, Morton, and 
Lethington, as early as from the Queen's 
return from France to her kingdom of 
Scotland : and we have alfo feen, from 
Randolph's letter, that although Morton 
did not openly join Murray in his rebel- 
lion, yet he was ftrongly fufpedted by the 
Queen at that time. The plan of thefe 
confum- 
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againfi Mary %<f«f of ScOTS.: j 

confummate politicians was not fo ftallofr, 
as openly to embark altogether, to rifk l^eir- 
whole ftock in oiie bottom: one adventure- 
might fail, but fo long as they kept a re- 
fervc at home, affairs might be retrieved, 
and their unwearied attempts be at-laft 
crowned with fuccefs. Hitherto the traces' 
of this confederacy appear only feint j 'we 
lliall fee gradually, as we advance, the light 
break in; by theraid of which we flifiU 
endeavour^ ftep by ftep, to follow them into- 
their dark retreat. 

In the be^nning of April \$&Sy the par- 
liament was to have met; to which the- 
Earl of Murray and his accomplices were 
fummoned to appear, in ordef to their at- 
tainder, on account of their rebellion. Ttf 
prevent this blow, and likewife to fol'- 
low out the main fcheme, a new plot is 
devifed by their friends, Morton and Le- 
thington, 

B 2 iThc 
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4 lKapl»Y f*"^ *^ Evi»BNC» 

The Queen was, at tUs time, above ^% 
months advanced in her pregnancy : wben^ 
on the evening of the 9th of Maxch, a& ihe 
fat at ft^per in her own private ^partm^nt, 
ip the paiace of Hol^rrood-houie, in the pirc-> 
fence of the King, and the Countc& of Ar* 
gyle ; her fiocretary David Rizzio, and two 
or thres domeflics in waiting ; the Earl of 
Morton, the Lords Liodjiiy and Ruthven, 
at the head of joo men, in complete 
annour, of a fadden make thcmfelves 
mafters of the palace, while Ruthven, at the 
head of a few ruffians, with their daggers 
drawn, rufli into the room, overturn the 
table at which the Queen fat, and ftab to 
the heart Rizzio, who had taken refuge at 
hei feet ; then dragging the &rieking 
wretch to the door, they lay him dead with 
numbeilefe wounds *. After this they re- 
turn 

* Buchanan is the only cotemporarytuthor who has 

ventured to commit to writing the fcandaloue tal<t of an 

aaiour between theQjfcea and Rizzio j which, when 

examined 
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agam/l Mary ^«i ^^Scot*. j 

turn to the QuQMy ^OK^ deAdi $% may 

be Well imagined, wi& fear, threaten hc^ 

with infUnt deaths aud upbraid h£r in tho 

moft 

ckimimd into, hath not the ftoAow of truth, or even 
{irdbabjlity, to Aif^rt it. Tet Aich is the malignity 
of part7>prejinlice, thlt with many thit ftory pafl^i 
tarpMit. Htd th«K hcftn (ho leift ^wtnd for Aich ca- 
lumny, w»ftf e pretty certain, that the Q^n't acCufeKi 
"iAiimy Mtd Morton, vronlcl rtot huve oinitted To im< 
portatit MI article In th« Mack accu&tion which thef 
>ft»rw «ite pobl^d againft herj and, what rermt 
pMRy ntnaricabtff, ena Buehaimi, in hh Hbd ctdlel 
the IhteSUan, has mn dte finallefl inlihtntion of any 
AiOt aMOKir. Wh«M^ ibcft «aul(tthie ft-range ndumny 
Uke its rife f Let us exartirte thi* mstter » Ttttltf, 
t^ion the ^arturc (ff Rdtflet, the CJifCCn'^ fecrcAry 
f«r fcfleign letter^ this otati RizXio, who appeart to 
Itave been a tiut of p«t», w^ promoted to his (dace ; 
becprattxtut fay> Buchanan, y/fr^'vr (^ fiarjvn a iiulgt 
mg^rt wm Rtgina fqfit t and upon this ground has 
Buchanan raifed his nouble floiy of the Qiao's 
amour. 

The time of Rizzio^s coming into fafour with' th» 

Queen, is t>y aU oitr hiftoriana agreed, and' tvea by 

liuchamvi himlelf, to have been while her marriage 

with' Lord parnl^ was in agiution : wh«n her 

B 3 pafion 
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6 IncJuiry into the Evidence 

moll flioclcing terms with mal-admtnlllra- 
tioabyRizzio*dcounfe],eacoura^ngPapift8, 
and baaiDiing Murray and the other Lords, 

■whom, 

paffiofi foi that young nobleman, remarkably haod- 
feme, and in the bloooi of youth, was very great. Yet 
this very ume, and the period foon after t>ei marriage, 
has Buchanan fixed upon for ber amour with Rizzio : 
And what is curious in this ftory, this rival of Lord 
Darnley, this paramour of the beautiful Queen M^y, 
ioz whom , moDarchs contended, is by Buchanan too 
defcribed n a monficr of uglinefs : R^ina, aim natm-te 
bitia ma poffit emtndartt divitiit i!f htnoribuj cumuUmdi^ 
turpBris .vitia firiuitte (laritatit ebttntu ttgat. Again* 
R£s imiigmer videiatur, qmi nmfacitm culttis hMtflabatt 
J(4fac'us athum difirtuhet. 

' Mr. Hume inclines to think tbe-flory of RizEio im- 
probable. RizziojheadmitSywatugly; button Bucha- 
nan's, authority, he adds, flirewdly, ** be was not paft 
*« his youth." 

Blackwood, however, Buchanan's cotemporary^ an 
-author of better credit, -who knew Rizzio well, cx- 
prcfsly fays he was old ; David Rizzio homme affin agi^ 
laid, menu, H malplaifanU P> 74* 
' I fhall' add'the teftimony of another author, who 
knew Rizzio well, Monf. L. Guyon: *< Etant en 
*( Ecctfle, jai bien connu D. Rizzio, duquel jai recou 
' ' . *' bien 
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againJI Mary ^een of Scots. 7 

whom, they tell her, fhe ihould feein-her' 
. prefence the next Jay; and th'ay con- 
clude 

'* bicn de courtefies a la cour. II etoit aflez age ct 
*' laid."'— Lemons diverfcs de Louis Guyon. 
t, Elibank's Letter to L. Hailes, on his Remarks on 
the Hiftory of Scotland, p. 51. 

Dr. Robertfon, vol. i. p. 305. in his account of 
the affair of Rizzlo, has fufliciently proved the abfurditjr 
and falfehood of Buchanan. The Doctor concliides 
with this remark: ** The filence of Randolph, th< 
" English lefident, a man abundantly ready to aggra- 
** vate Mary's faults, and- who does not once infi- ' 
** nuate, that her confidence in Rizzio concealed any 
** thing criihina), is in itiblf a fufficient vindication of 
** her innocence." We fliall fliow the judice of the 
DoAor's obfervation on Randolph's charafler, by 2 
{wflage from one"of his own letters to Cecil, of the 
31ft of July 1565, which fliews to a demonftration, 
the black difpolition of the Queen's enemies to calum- 
niate her upon erery occafion, without regard to the 
finalleil probability. All our hiftorians, Buchanan 
excepted, extol Mary*s charaftcrand "conduft, from 
tier coming to Scotland until long after the aiFalr of 
Rizzib;' and as to her marriage with Darnley, none 
of them have ventured to inlinuate any thing to her 
prejudice : and yet this man Randolph, Queen Eliza- 
faetb's fpy (under the chara<^r of'her relident) on the 
B 4 actions 
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8 iKQprtT info the EvipBncE 

dude the triumph by a cruel jUb, Ti>ai 
the King bimftlf was aff<iciated %vitb tixm^ 
in tbf conj^irqcji 

Accords 

a£lipDS of Marf, vho fe^retly chetiAed ^t oiale- 
contents at court, has daied to retail a ftill more inprai-i' 
bablc piece of fcandal againft the Qiieen^ and which he 
hiinfelf does not fccfn to believe. After reciting Ip (be 
Eart'of LeiceHer the ceremoii}' of the Queen's marriage 
yith Darnley, Randolph thvi wiites ; " The Quwn, 
f< after chapgiiig ber garneats, went (lot to bed ; to 
** fignify, tbat it w^ not luft that moved her tot 
*' m^ry, but the neceffity of her country, not to leave 
f* it defiitute of an heir. Si^piciout mm, er fiitb 4( 
** art givtn ef all ibiugs U mak* fht v^rfi, vmU that 
" it/btuUl he MifOti* that thp iaew tach other befort 
** tbtf (mft tbtrt. I would not that your LwdAip 
*' fhould To believf it» the likelihoods arc la greU ta 
'<• the contrary." Jiahir^fK, ya/. ii. JpptiJix, p. 16. 
If Randolph did not hitnfelf believe this^ how durft he 
venture to commit to vritiag fo falfe a^d fi;aadaIou« 
a flory i ((npartial oaen* from ^ii fpecimeD, may 
judge witiji what fort t^ perfont this mtfortun^te pii^ccf^ 
)pras befet, api w ifflut light all her actions were ex-? 
pofed by a (et of men the^ in her very court. 

From the letters of Randolph to Cecil* be appears 
to have tKen n lov *iftn, coiwing* lutdy, aod un- 
principled : 
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agair^ Mauy S^een ef Scots. 9 

Accordingly, th« iwxt day, % procUma* 
(Ion is iflued, in the King's aamc only, 
ordering the peers and other members that 
were to bavp P^iet io parliftmeot, to retiro 



principfcd : a fycophant, and creature of Cecil. Ho 
mixed wirt) the Queen'a rebel Tubje^ls, in all their 
confultations and conrpiracies during her rejgn, a« we 
Iball afterwards ice, 

It may not be improper -here to give a convincing 
proof of what little credit is to be given to George 
Buchanan's hiftory of this princcfs. The above flory 
of her amour with Rizzio, as moft of bir ftoriei do, 
(■efts entirely upon his own fingle affcrtion. However, 
to gain credit w thcfc, he has, in fomc few infUnces^, 
ventured to make an appeal to Writings ifi the 
public archives, This was certainly fpcci'ous, and to 
thofe dark and bufy times tnuft have carried con- 
vision with it, e^cially to foreigner, who had nq 
qccefs to canvafs his authorities. Of this tlie fol-, 
lowing is a fpecimen. 

In his Dttiifian, p. j- folia ednktii hfi tells us. That 
the Earl of Bothwell was fent for at midnight, and 
taken forcibly from his wife's arms, and brought tQ 
^e Queen's bed ; and a& his auihority or proof for 
^ bot4 a 4ory, I^c A^ds, " The maimer and circum- 
** flancet; 
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to their homes : and that very evening 
Murray, and the other exiles in England, 
knew fo well What was done in Edinburgh, 
that they appeared there within twenty- 
four 

*« fiances of this deed, not only the moft part of thofc 
•• that then were with the.Queen have confelled, but 
*' alfo George Dalgleilh, Bothwell's chamberlain, a 
** little before he was executed, declared the fame: 
" which confefllon yet remains on record," EtGtar- 
giai Dalglejiusy BothuclH euhiculariui) fauio ante^uam 
feenat luitt denerravit : qua ijus cmfi^ in a£tis con- 
tinetur. 

Now, could any man of candour, upon fuch au- 
thority as the confeflion of an cye-witnefs, appealed to 
t& remaining in the public records, call in queftion the 
truth of the above fa£l ? Yet thefe being examined, 
particularly George DalgleiDi's confeffion, as produced 
by the Earl of Murray, and ftill on record, from be- 
ginning to end, there is rot one fingle word refpefl- 
ing the above ftory, nor afperfing the Queen in any 
degree. 

We might lilcewife add the fame of certain con- 
feffions of Bothwell's other fervants, which Buchanan 
has cooked up, and ventured to publifli at the end of 
his Ditc^hn, which contain fome grofs refle^ons 
againft the Queen, Thcfc being CQmparcd with the 
aut^ntic 
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agAinJl Mary ^en of Scots. 1 1 

four hours of Rizzio's aflaffination. Wc 
have preferved to us, in the Cotton Library, 
{Calig, book 9.) the articles agreed on be- 
tween Lord Damley on his part, and the 
Earl- of Murray and the banifhed Lords 
on their part, relating to this affair ; their 
being recalled from exile, and their affift- 
ing him in getting pofleffion of the crowrt 
for life *. From this we have a proof of 
* Vide the articles at length, Goodall, vol. i. p. 217. 

authentic confeffions attefled by Sir John BaIIeiideo» 
Juftice Clerk, and given in toQueen Elizabeth by the 
Earl of Murray bimfetr, are fuund to be quite differ- 
ent, tbele lall containing no fuch reflections as Bucha- 
nan's. Gesdall, Pre/, p. 15. and.w/. i. p. 325, 

After this, we need not wonder that Thuanus f ,' 
and other foreign writers, have been milled, taking 
fheif informations from Buchanan, who refts his credit 
Vpon fuch grave authority as a folemn appeal to writ- 
ings aderted by him to be on record, which in fa^ 
never exifted, and produces, as teftimonies, writings, 
ti^ich, from the originals remaining at' this day in the 
public archives, are detected as fpurious and.falic. 

f No wonder foreigners have been icnpofed on. The 
accorite and indufirious Carte haa been milled by Buck a- 
nan'i fpurious confellionj, taking them for genuine. 

■ j Murray 
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]3 Inquiry inie the Evidekcs 

Murray and Mortoa joiaing hand in haa4 
In this confpincy. Let us iww fee if w« 
can trace their friend Lethingtan*s fieps iA 
it. Caldernood, a contemporary author, 
thus writes ; " Secretary Lethington re- 
*' tained the Earl of Athol with himfelf} 
« within his lodging I for Lethington wal 
♦' privy to the plot, and fupped that night 
•• with the. Earl j partly on purpofe td 
♦' with-hold him from offering, or to fare 
*' him froia fufiering any violence ; and 
** that he himfelf might not be fufpefted 
'* 'oj the Queen, having the Earl of AthoJ 
** for a witnefe of his behaviour *," 

This is fufficlent to fhew, that the tri- 
umvirate were all joined in concert in tbu 
confpiracy, and aifted &.iil on their (M 
plan, of not appearing all of them openly, 
fo as, in cafe of a failure of th«r plot, 
one or other cf them, by keeping out cf 
the affair, might be able, by his intrigue, 

• Cald^rwood*! MS. Goodall, vol. i. p. :i6g. 

% and 
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and BMiiAtaiftiag his iti&aeace at court, to 
osftore his. brethmn in disgrace. 

, A v«7 little refleflioa ia fuffident to m^e 
one it% nlth aixuzsmcDt, the depth and 
prodi^ous extent erf" this well-concerted 
plot, which had the greateft probability of 
terminating in the death and deftrudioa' 
of the Queen, her ofepring, and of her 
hulband himfelf, whofc weakneis and 
brutaUty could lead him to join with tha 
Queen's and bis own wocft enemies ia fa 
horrid 4 confpiracy. 

The death of Rizzio was furely the leaft 
view of the confpirators. Had that been 
their fole aim, a hundred ways occurred to 
have difpatched him quietly out of fight : 
but that could have had no coiifequenc.e *. 

* Joirn Knox'g rfilefifon CAttMmiflg Rizsio, aad 
his a{Iai£nation, is curious. — " Of his (Rizzio's) be- 
** ginniiig aod pFografs," Tays he, ** w« dcJay now 
** ftinber to fpctk ; fceefluTe hia «w/ wiU require the 
** defcription of tte wbele» and i*St,x% i3t tittto fuch at 
•* GfdJbaU r«ift up U da thtfamt."_ 

In 
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la the plan they purfued} how big a Scene-. 
for expedation appeared ! A band of armed: 
ruffians, «v7ith th^r daggers brandiihed, to 
ruih of a fudden into the prefence of a wo- 
man lix months gone with child, to over-' 
turn the table at which fhe fat, and to ftab 
a man hanging by her knees ! From this 
fcene of brutal outrage, of blood, and hor- 
ror, was it natural to exped lefs than the 
Queen's abortion ? -Might they not expe& 
her death? And, in any event, was not 
this an infallible means of bringing on 
an immediate rupture between the Queen* 
and her hufband*? In this h& view the 
fcheme fucceeded : it was impoflible for the 
Queen, or indeed any woman, not to fhew 
refentment ag^nft a hufband, who could 
join in fo horrid, fo unnatural a confpiracy, 
againft her life, and that of his own oS^ 
ipring. This refentment fubfided into deep 

* The two Hiftorians fo often quoted fee none of 
thefe confequences ; which is furprifing, as want of 
refle^on cannot be impiiteil to them. 

melan- 
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mekncholy. *' She was fad and penfive,". 
feys Sir James Melville, " for the late fout 
** a^ committed ia her prefenc^. being 
** therjeby in hazard of lofing the fruit of 
" her womb. So many fighs flie would. 
" give, that it was pity to hear her, and 
** there were few to comfort her." From 
this time the Queen's afiedion, which, 
before this, was unbounded towards her 
hufband, feems to have cooled j and as he, 
on his part, took no manner of concern to 
be reconciled to her, his flxocking beha- 
viour, and diilblute life, widened the 
breach. He took a refolution to leave the 
kingdom to go into foreign parts ; which 
the Queen, ftill from tendernefs, and to pre- 
vent his'expofing himfelf, with much per- 
fuafion, got him dilFuaded from. 

Although the aflaflination of Rizzio, in 

■whijch Morton appeared openly to be the 

ringleader, had fo far fucceeded as to bring 

home his friend the Earl of Murray from 

baniHi- 
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banifliment ; whom the Queen, his fiAef) 
in her diftreisful circumfiances, was fo 
graciouV as to pardon for his treafbn nd 
former offences j yet Morton, in his torn, 
■was banifhed the kingdom. As he had 
now, however, two fuch good friends at 
coiut as Murray and Lethington, he was 
in hopes of being foon recalled by then' 
affillance, or by a new plot from them m 
thdr turn. In a letter from Mortxm and 
Ruthven, then in exile at Berwick, dated 
the 3d of April 1566, to Su- Niclwlaa 
Throgmorton, they thus unfold their esc 
pedtations, 

" Saace we are in trouble ^or the rcikff^ 
*' our hretkren, and the religion *« we doubt 
** not to find your fe.vour, as our brethren 
** have done before^ nvbo voere oflatt banijh^ 
•* ed'f defiring you moft heartily, that by 

* Religion, we knov, was alwajrs the prcteM fot 
Murray and Mortoa'« adions^ hut what Jbrt of fdi* 
gpon it wu which profflpted thde pious men to mur* 
den aad aflalEnations, mankind may judge. 

" yourfel£ 
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** yourfelf, aid fuch others aft you may 
" procure, we may find fiivour at the 
*' Queen*8 Majcfty ybut miftrefi's hands, 
" for remaining within hir HighAefs*s 
" realm, until fuch time ai we may lie re- 
** Ueved by the help of our intbrea^ ivbicb 
« we hope in God pall be Jhortly *." The 
nextftep, therefore, of the Earl of Murray. 
and Secretary Lethington (who had care- 
fully, as we have feehj kept faimfelf hid 
from view in this laft plot), waa to labour 
to have their aflbciate Morton reftored again 
to favour. For this purpofe the propofal 
. made by Murray and Lethington, firft to 
the Earls of Huntly and Argyle, and after 
that to the Queen herfelf, falls here to be 
confidered. 

in the famous protejlation or declaration 
of the Earls of Huntly and Argyle^ thefe 
two Noblemen declare, that in the motith 
of December (the fame year) 1566, while 

' * Goodall, vol. i. p. 264> 
Vol. II. C the 
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,the Queen-, was refidiag at the caftle of 
-CfaigmiUai, .the Eerlof. Mi^ray md -Sfi^ 

cretery :'lMldifgton came imp ttreir ^pfict- 
imeat'inr4ihe piorning, " and lamjentii^^be 
. " -banifliraenf of the Erk ofM^toung Lofdis 
;" Lyndi^jT, an^jRaweH, \with the reft of 
," |hair iaiftiGH^ Sid, .that the occafioun 
■-*' 9i,th^ .^^^i^"'' ofDavidj flaae bertliMne 
."\^ pj;f.^B,cp. flf tl^e -Queij^s, Ma]e£^, fjwas 
]**for to tTMibiS 3ixx& iis^efcbe thp. pariia- 
t" ?Mnt,' qiMtoa^^in "the iE^e of Mufpaya^d 
. " iitlicris Twld hifve beae foirfaltit,. ^iisvl 
:*' declaritiiebeUiB. Anft feeing that the 
'.v-j^fflio.was £ibj$j£e;foF t;he w^ilfar^ -of tl)e 

" Erle;«>f fiflurffly; it frfd he efte^Jtt Ingca- 
. " (ifudt, ;gif lie' add his fneijdis;, w* «^i- 

*' proque manner, did not inOerpryfe ajl 

" that wer in thair putjfance for relief of 
■** tbelaidisbaftifliit : quh;y(rfoH: liiay.'ttrtfcht, 

"r(h%t.'we,.of our • jjftrt, fould,b3ve4i*n6.*s 

*' And "we'agreeihg to the lame, to do all 

" that was in us for thair r-eliefy jfrovyding 

"/that 
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"that ibe <^EQje'AMiigeftie. fould -nor be 
*' ofiendit thairat : On this I-etbin^9fi jiro- 
" ponit, and faid, " That the neareft and 
'** beft way till obcenethe faid-Erlc of 'Mor- 
•* toun'a pardoun, was, io promtfc io the 
** Siuene*s 'Majejtte^ to find ane moyen to make 
"" divorcement Betwixt bir Grace and f be King 
" bir hujband^ quba bad offendit Bir Sie/ies 
'" Ja bielie in mii/jy wajis," 

■ ** Qufaairunto we anfweniiig. That we 
-'* knew not how that might be ' done ; Le- 

*' ■ thlligtoniaid,/6f £/■/£ ^f Murray being evir 
** f>re/enty*^ My Xord, cair 20U not thairtrf". 
*^ We fait find the meane weill .enough to 
** mak hir quite of him, fwa that ze and my 
" X^ord of Huntlte will onlie behald the , 
** matter, and not be offended thairat. And 
**'thairon we four, the Erles of Huntly, 
" Argyle, Muri-ay, and Secretary Lething- 
" ton, paffed all to the Erie of Bolhwell's 
** chamber, to nnderftand his advifeon thir 
C 3 " things 
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*^ things proponit, whareia he ganefaid nor, 
" mairthan we." 

** Swa th^efter we paft altogidder to- 
" wardis the Quene's Grace ; quhnr Le- 
*' thingtoD, after recounting the King's 

- " intpllerabUt offences, and his continew- 
•* ing everie day from evil to woric,"— 
made the propolal to the Queen, as men- 
tioned above, of making divorcement be- 
tween the Queen and him. To this the 
Queen was avcrfe, by reafoa it might pa> 
haps prejudice her Ton, and l^d, " That 

. *' peradventurc he (Darnlcy) vralJ change 
*• opinion^ and that it wer better that fcho 
" hirfeif for ane tyme pa/Tit in France, 
** abyding /;// be acknawledgit bimfelf^^ 

. Then Lethington taking the fpeache faid, 
" Madame, fanzie ze not we ar heir of 
** the principal of zour Grace's Nobilitie 
^ and Counfal, that fall find the moyen, 
" that zour Majeftie fall be quyte of him 
" witlwut prejudice of zour fone. And 
« albeit 
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** albeit that my Lord of Murray heir pre- 

" fent be lytill les fcrupulous for ane Pro- 

" teftant nor 20ur Grace is for ane Papift,' 

" I am affurit he will /uik throw bh^ngeris 

*' thairto, and ivHl bebald our doings ^faying 

** natbing to tbcfamen *.'* The Quene an- 

" fwerit, " I will that ze do hathing quhair- 

" thro ony fpot may be layit to my ho- 

** nor or confcience, and thairfoir I pray 

•* zou rather lat the matter be in the eftait 

** as.it is, abyding till God of his guidnes 

" put remeid thairtg \ that ze beleifing to 

" do me fervice, may poffibill turn to my 

" hurt and difpleafour." " Madame," 

(iaid Lethington,) " let us guide the mat- 

** ter amangis us, and zour Grace lall fee 

" nathing hot guid, and approvit be Par- 

*' liament." 

* Here Lethington lays down the part which hit' 
friend Allurray bad agreed to play in the tragedy that 
Was to follow ; he was to be placed behind the cuitain, 
looking through bis fingers, beholding the cauftrophe, 
and faying nothing. With what addrefs Murray per- 
formed this parr, W9 fliall foon obferve. 

C3 The 
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The inference made by Huntly and 
. Argyle, from this procedure of Murray, 
Bothwell, and Lethington, is in thefe 
words : " Swa efter the premifies, the 
^f murthour of the faid Henry Stewart fol- 
" lowing, we judge in our confcieiices, and 
•* haldis for certane and trueth, that the 
" faidis Erie of Murray and Secretaire 
*' Leibingtoti wer auSloris^ inventarisy de- 
" "oyfifi^i counfaUourisy and caufcris of the 
'^ faid murlbour^ in quhat manner or be 
" whatfumever perfounis the famin, wag 
" executed." 

" And where the faidis Erie of Murray, 
" and Lethingtoun, or ony of thame, will 
*' deny and ganefay to the foirfaid, we ar 
" deliberat to defend the famin be law of 
" armis, as our awin proper honor, in 
" quhatfumever place thay will cheife in 
" Scotland, afoir the eftaitis thairof ; out 
" of the quhilk realme we cannot pafs, be 
" reffoun of the troubillis ar thairintill. 
" And 
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*' And" gif the Quene's Majeftie of Eng- 
*' knd' pFeifis to fend' ony in her name, to 
" heir and fee the premiffis defendit^ the 
" farain fall be put to execution tii thair 
" prdtnee." 

The Earl o£ Murray's anf*Fer' to- the 
above, is. as follows: ** 3^Caufe the cuft-ume 
"^ of my adverfaris isj and has bene, rather ' 
**" to caJumpniat and backbite me in my ab- ' 
" fence,- than befois my faae ; and that it 
" may happen thame, quhen I am dapartit ' 
" furth of this realme (England), fclander- 
** ouflie and- untrcwlie to report untreuthh 
" of me, and namelie towardis fum fpechis 
*' haldin in My bearing at Craigmillar^ in the 
" month of November 1566, 1 have alreddie 
" declarit to the S^uenes (Elizabeth) Majefiie ■ 
** the effea of the haill purpofis, fpokin in 
" my audience at the famin tyme, fincerelie 
** and trewlie, as I will atifwer to almycbtie 
" Gody unconceilling ony part to my re- 
** membrance, as hir Heines I traift will 
C 4 " report. 
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** report *. And farther, in cais opy man 
" will Oty and affirm, that ever I was pr<!- 
** fent, quhen pny purpofia wcr haldia at 
" CraigpaiUar in my audienoe, tending to 
" ony- unlauchful or diihoacrahUl end, or 
•* that ever I fubfcrivtt ony band tberCy or 
** that ony purpoU was haldin anent the 
•* fiibfcriving of ony band be mc, to my 
" knawledge, I avow they fpeik wickitlie; 
" and untrewHe, qubilk I will mantene 
'* aganis tfaame, as becumis ane honeft 
'* man, to the end of my lyfe "f." 

Wiwt 

f Was thij a fufficient anfwer to Huntly, and Ar- 
gyle ? Becaufe he bad toM a tale to his go^d friend 
Elizabeth. 

t If this gentleioan is ^o tie acquitted bjr his owti 
oath, ve jfind him extremely ready upon every occaCon 
to give this fort of proof; and his fan^lified air and 
deportment ferved him to very good purpofe on thefe 
occafions. Hence he derived the name of the Gtfd* 
Rfgeat; a title which bore a very difFerent rignification 
in thofe days in Scotland, to what the epithet of gatd 
or VKrthy at this day expreJIes ; RBbtrtfaity vol. i. hji 
page. The Gitde Rtgtntt in the cant phrafe of the re- 
ligionifls 
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. "What explanation the Earl of Murray 

^yas pleafed to give to Queen Elizabeth, 

his friend and confident, of the above coa- 

ferences, 

llgionifts of tfaofe days, meant the GaStu Regait ; and 
as Murray's preteniion to godlinefs was always in his 
mouth, it was with good reafoa that he got Troin the 
people, and their leaders among the clergy, that name. 
That the air of fanSity afle^icd by this ftatefman was 
ctiara£ieri(tic, the following letters under his hand 
plainly Qiew. After the battle of Langfide, when 
Mary was obliged tQ take refuge in England, and re- 
niained at Bolton, whether it was with a political view, 
to ingratiate herfelf with Qijeen Elizabeth, or from a 
real defire to be better informed, it appears, that Ihe ' 
had fliown herfelf favourably inclined to, the Reformed 
religion, ^nd had heard fome of their preachers. The 
Xjord Scroop, in a letter to Murray, then Regent, ac- 
quaints him of this, and of a propofal for reftoring her 
to (he governpient, under certain conditions. To thit 
Murray writes an anfijver, 7th Auguft 1568, " Glaid 
«' I am" (fays he) ** to bear by your letter, the Queeiii 
*' mother to the King my fovcreign, is becutn fo religi^ 
f* ous^andmairglaidwaldlbcggiflcouldbeperfwadedof 
■' her unfeigned Jylcing to the true preaching of tht Gefpel, 
*• thinking itfuld move btr to humiliotUn and repaUancty 
f * without which ground, her rcforting to the fervicf 
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fSt^nces, held by him in the caftle of Craig^ 

mi^ar, we are yet to learn. There is no 

dtrabt, that he thought himfelf very fafe in 

the 

•*" rf the kirk of England ferves her turn prefendy, to 
**■ infl»e gvMit men to conceive a gude opinion of her 
•• tronformity and towardncfs. But I fear, being rtflnred' 
" la her gevertiment again, as your Lordfhip writes, it 
*' fuld bt ef the mojl difficile conditions^ ta beccme gudt j 
** foP that (he fuld abandon the rfiafs, and he that fwa' 
" tube an hand in her name, might, peradventurc, 
« ere long time paft, be reproached. Hereoh wc need 
•' ,wrhe na farther ; for upon the (hort experience your 
*' Lordlbip has had of her, I doubt not but ye confi- 
" der well enovgh,- both her zeat to the true religion, 
*' and her inclination otherways, whilk / wt/hiv Geii 
**" had been as well employed as God endued her tvitb many 
'* gcod qualities. Ail will hi as his gedlie Previdenct 
*,*■ appoints." 

Could John Knox himfelf, or any other ghoflly fa- 
ther of the times, have put on a more fanftified ap- 
pearance, or uttered more godly words, than this pious 
politician does ? " His zeal, we fee, for the true religion 
was great, and his care for the Queen's foul, no doubt, 
made him afraid, that being reflored to her govern- 
, ment (of which he himfelf was then in poflclEon) would 
make it of the mojl difficalt cmiition far her to become 
iadly. 
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the hands of that Pnncefs, to whom, he 

tells U9 Upon oath, that he had unbofonwd 

himfelf; and therefopcj it would appear, 

he 

gadly. The mortification of a prifon he took to be 
the more Cure Way la mevr her ta bumiliathn and' rt- 
fettanct / 

We fflair give another (ketch of this gentleman'^ 
picture, of his own drawing, which is furety genuine, ' 
and more to be regarded than theartificial c'otourihg 4^ 
a foreign hand. The C^etn, at thfs very time, haJ 
written to the Earl of Murray, puttin^g Him in mind'o9 
the' favours ihe had beftbwed on him, and a^ of graco* 
for his trcafon and' rebellion againft her, anil upbraid-' 
ing hint for feizing the goverJitncnt, forcing her out' of 
the kingdom, and even feekitig her life. To this 
Murray anfwers, '* M'adam, I think yourfelf doubts 
** not, and the hail world may judge, that gif my in- 
** tention had been to Ihorten your days, I have had 
** greater Oioyen to do it than ever the will entered into 
** my heart. I need not to infift upon my purgation of 
*' that point; only this I will fay, I (hall never afk 
** God mercy for any thought that ever entered in my 
** mind towards the life of any mortal man, fai lefs' 
*• your Grace, whom / take God to witmft I have loved 
•' as dearly as ever I did or,. Jhall any living creature." 
JHurray's defign, by thcfe folemn afleverations, was not 

ft 
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he thought nobody elfe had a title to. hear 
his tale. Thus far we fee from this ex- 
traordinary anfwer of Murray, that he does 
not deny the conferences, and propofal 
alleged to have been made by him and Le- 
thiogton. It therefore mufl appear iuffi. 
ciently convincing, to any unprejudiced 
perfon, that what thefe Noblemen have 

£> much oo account of the CJueen, as to juHtfjr hloii 
ftlf to Lord Scroop, then with the Queen at B(Ji 
ton, and to whom Murray, in the former letter ad- 
drel&d to bia LordJliip, fends a copy of this letter to the 
Queen. Both letters are curious, and may be feen at 
full length in the fourth volume of Anderfon's Collec- 
tion, p. 115. 117, 

What credit ought to be giveo to thefe oaths of 
Murray, is fubmitted to the Public. At the fame time 
it muft flrike every breaft with horror, to hear fuch 
Iblemn prolellations and appeals made to the truth of 
faOs, which, at bell, mull appear equivocal to every 
perlbn who conCders the foregoing proofs of this man's 
repeated confpiracies, treafons, and rebellions, his 
^rutal behaviour to the Queen, bis depriving her of 
Iter government, and, in a few months after writing 
the above letters, publicly accufing hei to the world Qf 
jtduUery and murder. 

' affirmed 
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affirmed is true. "We' therefore fliall leave 
the Reader to judge for himfelf, of the pro- 
priety of the inference thaic Noblemen draw 
from thence, of Murray and Lethington's 
.guilt, and acceilion to the murder of the 
Lord Daraley, which was committed within 
a few weeks of their propofal to make the 
Queen quyte of bim. 

Of this protellation, as it is called, of 
Huntly and Argyle, we have a copy pre- 
ferved in the Cotton Library,, with the ori- 
- ginal of Murray's anfwer, figned l?y him- 
felf, , yames Regent, pafted on the bade of 
the proteftation. 

Dr. Robertfon endeavours to fliow, that 
, there never was any original of the pro- 
teftation figned by Huntly and Argyle ; 
what is extant being, as he is pleafed to 
^lege, only an intercepted copyt contained 
in a letter fent by the Queen to thofe two 
Noblemen for them to fign. What is ex- 
tant 
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laot is adknowkdgedio'be ap more t^aa a 
•copy.unikblcrilMtd; ,but that ean be np 
^ffioofthat thjH£ jffiTcr did .e!a(l:in oi^idal. 
Queen Mary had T«ry good isafoa itdX to 
trull the-original of fo limportant a:v^itu^ 
■urith Secretary Cecil, a&erti^mjiufefl: |iat- 
'Jaaltty ihewa ag^iufl her. ->Biit aJtlioug^ 
the original of this paper does not at tMs 
day appear, yet we have an authentic evi- 
depice to the truth of the fai^s contained 
in it, not only fignedby Huntly, aml.Ar- 
gyle, but likewife attefted by thirtoeD otbcr 
Peers of the higheft rank in Scotland, dated 
1 aiii September 1568*. After reheafl!ii^ 
the murder of Rizzlo, and the banifhm^nt 
of Morton and his affoclates upon that 
■ account, it proceeds in thefe words : " And 
" hearing of the yom^ behaviour through 
" fujage counikl-of hir (the Queen 'se) huf- 
** band, thiay caafit ,mak offers to our faid 
"Sovereign Lady, gi£ hir Grace wald gif 

• Cotton Lib. Calig. book i. fol. 282. Cporfall, 
vol. ii. p. 359. Sec p. 287, 288. of this Inquiry. 

8 ** remiffiouo 
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" r^mii£oun to them- that were hai^Qiefl at 
" that tune, to hnd cau£es of divprfe, ^ 
** then to get him conpiS offrm/kn, or yf^ 
*' other way to ^ijp^tcb ^im-; whiih ^]*oji»- 
.« thcnlur Grace refufed, as is QiA»i£^r 
'" kaowii." I , ■■ ' ''i. 

It is needlefs to ufe further argument, 
, while we have the beft o£ authorities to fiip- 
-port this -writing of Huotly amd Argyie, no 
.lefs than. that of Secretary Cetal hinafetfl 

We have already laid, that-en itibe .toct'itf 
. the copy of the protefladloa in the CotOOfi 
- Lihrary, is pafted $he original ^rifwer-tt^jt, 

figned by the Earl of Mupauy ; and Jttiihe 
:foot of this is w4tfen, by &trfitary ICeeUis 
"ownhaadythistbotaadumi :".'X9th.^niiarur 

" 1568. An Anfwer of thclf^ak-l of Mai- 

'* ray to a- Writing -,of the Earl of Huntly 

•* and Ajgyle *." . ■ . 

■ And 

• Cotton Lib. Calig. book i. fol. aSa. 
Mr. Strangjiage, in his lAk of Q^eti M»ry, this 
:iBritcs; " WJjpt Jihe Earls ©fHunily .and Argylc did 
" prat^ 
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And after all. Dr. Robertfon feems fairljr 
to ^ve up the arguments ufed in the Dif- 
fcrtation Igainft the reality of this writiilg 
of the Earls of Huntly and Argyle, by 
adopting the fa£ts and fabflance of it in his 
Hiftory, and exprefsly referring to it for his 
authority *. 

Before we leave Murray and Lethingtoo, 
and their confultations at the caftle of Craig- 
miliar, we mean to ihew the refult of thefe 
confultations.— T— We haVe feen their pro- 
pofal, of getting quit of Lord Darnley, 
.rejeded by the Queen ; that was not fuf- 
ficient, however, to deter fuch bold deter- 
mined Ipirits, as Murray, Lethington, and 
their new aflbciate BothwcU, from perfever- 
ing in their plan. 

It was the cuftom of that barbarous age, 
both in Scotland and in the neighbouring 

** proteft in this matter, I think good to fet down mt 
*' oftht original with their awn hands, fent to Queen 
■ •* Elizabeth, which I have fien." FoUo, p. 35. 

* RoberUbn's Hiftory, vol. L p. 386. ofiavn 
fidition. 

I kingdom^ 
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tingdom, when any great enterprife was 
Uadeitakent or confpiracy entered into^ 
for the confederates to join in a bond or 
writiogt for the accompliihment of their 
fcheme, and obliging themfeives to fuppcwt^ 
end defend each other In the Confequenctt 
of it. 

• This was the cafe in the confpiracy for 
the murder of Rizzio j and that it was fo 
in the prefent {Hot, for taking off the 
Lord Darnley, we have moft clear evi* 
dence. 

The firft mention of this is by Murray 
himfelf, in his above anfwer to the pro- 
teftation of the Earls of Huntly and Ar- , 
gyle. Although he artfully evade* the 
queftion, yet it is plain that he knew of 
this bond of afloclation. He does not deny 
that he was prefent, and joined in the mca- 
fure there concerted ; but, fays he, " gif 
" any man will fay that I fubfcrivit any 

Vol. II. D " band 
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" band there, — — I avow they fpeik wick-' 
" etlie and untreuelie."— — As from Le- 
thington's fpeech we fee that Murray was 
to be a by-ftander only, and not to ait open- 
ly, it is probable that he avoided figaing the 
bond. His chief care was always to cover 
himfclf from view*. 

The next mention -we find made of this 
bond, is at the conferences at Weftminfter. 
There, Lord Herries, one of Queen Mary*s 
commiffioners, a nobleman who, for ho- 
nour, probity, and a fteady adherence to 
his Sovereign in all her diftrelTes, Chines 
one of the firft characters of that age, de- 
clares, " That when the caufe fuld be far- 
" ther try it, it waldbe pruved^ that fum 
" of tham which be now the (Queen*a) ac- 

* This infamous bond was framed, and afterwards 
proved to be of the hand-writing of Sir James Balfour, 
clerk regifler, one of the moll corrupt men of that age, 
who at this time had attached himfelf to Both well. Or- 

millon'j confeffion. Arnot's Criminal Trials, 1785. 

" cufers. 
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" cufers, were privy to the making of bands 
*' and writings for the confpiracy of the 
" death of the Lard Darnley^ the S^eetCs 
^fpoufe * " 

The bond is ftill more particularly men- 
tioned in the memorial of the Queen's 
commiffioners, prefented by them to the 
Englifh commiffionefs at Weftminfter, in 
which there is the following pointed ac- 
cufation againft Murray and his confede' 
rates : " That thay who now pretend to 
" excufe thair own treafouna,'* (by calumni- 
ating their Sovereign) " were the firft 
" inventaris, writers with their own handis 
** of that devilHJfj band^ the confpiracy of 
" the flaughter of that innocent young 
*' gentilman Henry Stewart, lait fpoufe till 
" our Sovereigne, and prefentit to their 
" wickit confederate James Karle Both- 
** well, as was maid manifeft befoir ten 
" tboufand pepill at the execution of 

• Papcr-oiBce.— Goodall, vol. ii. p. 21a. 

D 3 " certain 
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*' certain prindpall offendaris at Eduv- 
** burgh *." 

To tEofe accufations no particuiar anfwer. 
waa made by Murray, except the above 
general denial of hU fignlng this bond, and 
that he had told his ule to his frien4i' C^eca- 
Elizabeth. And we have feen,. that al- 
though <^een Mary and her commiilioners' 
often repeated their accufation, and ** offcrit 
**^ to nominate and accufe fuch perfonis of 
** (Murray's) cumpanie as wer guiltie of 
" the nfiurder, and wald pruif the fame,'*" 
yet no anfwer was ever made to this par- 
ticular charge : and that, notwithftanding; . 
C^een Mary's remonftrance againft their 
being allowed to ** depart the realm, not 
•* abiding the tryatl and pruif of their de- 
** te£tion j" yet, by the fhameful conniv*- 

* ' John Hepburn of Bowton, a friend of Bolhwell's,. 
who was hanged at Edinburgh for the murder of* 
IDarnle]', cenfeSed, at bis execution, that he had feect- 

the bond in Bothwcll's hands. And. vol. i. p. 76.- 

See alfo Ormifton'sconfc^nln Arnot's Trials. 

ance 
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ance of Queen Elizabeth, this matter was 
'qualhed, and Murray and bis' company 
■were licenfed to withdraw themfelves and 
to return to Scotland, whUe, in open vio- 
lation of juftice, humanity, and of her 
ibleran promife of protedHon, Elizabeth 
■detained the unfortunate Mary her prifoner 
for lifei I BOW proceed. 

About this time, it is Jiretended that the 
Queen entertained a criminal paffion for 
the Earl of Bothwell ; and for this we muft 
rely upon the authorities of Knox and Bu- 
chanan. Dr. Robertfon on this point can- 
<Jidly owns, that " the ardour of thefc 
" writers zeal, and the violence of their • 
*' prejudices, render their opinions rafti, 
" precipitate, and inaccurate." Therefore, 
fays our author, " it is by the ^cEis of this 
" reciprocal paffion that we are to judge of 
^' its reality *." I join iflue with the Doc- 

• Robertfoi^ vol. 1. p. 373, ct feq. ; odava 

edition. 

D 3 tor 
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tor on this head. Let us now fee the ef- 
fcfl:s which this fuppofed paflioa of. the 
Queen for Bothwell produced. We fhall 
follow Dr. Robertfon in the inftances he 
gives, as the criterion for judging of the 
Queen's paffion. 

The contempt, fays our Hiftorian, un» 
der which Lord Darnley had fallen, who 
now, by his own behaviour, had become 
univerfally hated and defpifed, had deter- 
mined him to the refclution of leaving Scot- 
land, and going into foreign parts. This 
refclution alarmed the Queen; to whom, 
fays our Author, it was very mortifying, 
becaufe' it would have fpread the infamy 
of their domeftic quarrel all over Europe. 
She therefore ufed all her influence to pre- 
vent this meafure. 

l^ow, let any man ferloufly confider, 
and fay, if fuch would have been the con- 
duct of a woman engaged in a criminal 
2 amour. 
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amour. In fuch a fituation, her hufband's 
abfence muft furely have been what fhe 
moft wiihed for. The Queen's contrary 
conduil on this occafion is therefore a ftrong 
argument of her innocence. We proceed 
to another fort of argument ufed by Dr. 
Robeitfon againft the Queen. 

While Mary was at Jedburgh, at which 
place, on the border, the neighbouring 
counties, as was the cuftom at that time, 
were attending her in arms at a court of 
juftice, the Earl of Bothwell, as Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the Marches *, being on his duty 
at Hermitage caftle, eighteen miles diftant, 
was wounded in an attempt to feize a gang 
of banditti who infefted the border. On 
the news of this infurre£tion, and of Both- 
well's being fiain, the Queen, with an 

* An office to which for his valour he hud been ap- 
pointed in the late Queen- Regent'i time, and not 
now promoted to by Mary's favour, as Dr. Rob«rtfon 
bu aflerled. 

D ^ armed 
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armed force, made a fuddeo march to tfaa 
Hermitage ; but finding the rioters had 
fled, flie the very fame day returned to 
Jedburgh. 

This incident is painted out by Dr. Ro- 

bertfon as a ftrong proof of Mary*8 love 
for Bothwell : the Queen's flying thither, 
ftys he, ftrongly marks the anxiety of a 
lover, but was unfuitable to her dignity as 
a Queen. To make a journey of eighteen 
miles, in the month of Oi^ober, on anex- 
pedition againft thieves, can be accounted 
for, concludes our Author, from no othet 
motive than love. 

This reafoning fcems more fpecious than 
folid. In arguing on fails of a remoter 
age,. the/manners of that age are to be con-* 
fidered, which diiFer very widely from the 
prefprit. The peace of the border, and the 
quelling of. infurreiSions there, had always 
been confidcred by our Monarchs as an 
object 
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objeft worthy of attention. Mary*s ftther, 
the high-fpirited James V. had often in 
perfon quelled fuch diforders. Mary her- 
felf had before this made expeditiona of 
this kind through feveral parts of her king- 
dom. It plainly appears, that an infurrec- 
tion was premeditated on the border ; and 
for preventing this, and holding a folemn 
court of juftice, the whole country then 
attended the Queen in arms at Jedbui^h *. 
The 

* That a premeditated fcheme was formed by Mor> 
ton and his baniihed aflbciates for riling in arms at this 
time, is plain from the Earl of Bedford, Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the Englifh Marches, his letter to Cecil of 
the 3d of Auguft, Goedall, vol. i. p. 304. who thus 
writes: " The Queen (Mary) means fljortly to go 
" againll the Laird of Cefsfurd and his fon, and to 
" keep a jufticc-court at Jedburgh for that purpofe^ 
*' then Bothwell Ihall come with a force, and fubdue 
" all : but the gentlemen, as the Lord Home, CelT- 
" furd, and Buccleuch, and the reft of the firname, 
*< promifc to live and dis with Cefsfurd, and to with- 
" fland Bothwell, unlefs the Queen come in perfon. 
*' The Elliots, who we feared would become our open 
** epcmies, have fent to the Lord Warden and me to 
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The rumour of the attack on Bothwell, we 
may believe, was greatly magnified, toge- 
ther with the contempt of the Queen*s 
authority, then in the very neighbourhood : 
all this, with the confcioufnefs of her 
flrength to crufli fo audacious an infult, 
may fufficiently, and without any fuppofed 
love for Bothwell, account for Mary's fud- 
den march to the Hermitage. 

On the contrary, I apprehend Mary 
aGcd on this occafion the very reverfe of 
what a lover would have done. Love, 
fays our Author, made her fly to Bothwell 

« fuffcr them to lie five or fix days on our borders ; 
" and we aiifwercd, As much as we might do without 
'* breach of amity, and as the treaty will anywife bear, 
•* we will Diow them favour ; and they promtfc us all 
" quietnefa and good neighbourhood." And again, 
by another letter, of the lath of Auguft, the Earl thus 
writes : " I hare heard, that there is a device working 
" for the Earl of Bothwell, the particularities whereof 
*' I might have beard ; but becaufe fuch dealings like 
*' me not, I defite to hear no further thereof j" Cettan 
Lib. CaUg.fal. 380. 382. 

through 
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through eighteen long mil* of bad roada, 
in the month of Oflober. But let me aifc. 
Upon her finding Bqthwell fltghtly wound- 
ed, and the rioters fled, was it love that 
made her, in fuch a violent hafte, return 
back the fame night to Jedburgh, by the 
fame bad roads and tedious miles? The 
Queen, we have feeti, had a very plaufible 
pretext for making the journey to the Her- 
mitage. Surely, if love had in any degree 
poflefled her heart, it muft have fuppUed 
her with many more as plaufible reafons 
for palling that night in her lover's com- 
pany, without expofirig herfelf to the in- 
conveniencies of an uncomfortable journey, 
and the inclemency of the night-air at that 
feafon. I cannot, on this occalion, agree 
with Dr. Robertibn as a love-cafuift. I 
apprehend the Queen's behainour, in both 
the foregoing inftances, is a convincing 
telUmqny on her fide, that fhe was alto- 
gether firee from any love-attachment what- 
ever at this period. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Robertfon, in detailing Queen Mary't 
expedition to Jedburgh, where, on her re- 
<um, fhe was feized with a Tiolent fever, 
does not omit to mention the unfavourable 
reception (he gave to her hufband at that 
time. " During her lUnefs, the King never 
*' came near Jedburgh, and when he after* 
**■ wards thought fit to make bis appearance 
''* there, he met with fuch a cold reception, 
** as did not encourage him to make any 
*' long ftay.'' A Hiftorian of the lifif 
and anions of Queen Mary, while he fe- 
\t€i.% circumftanc€S, on which he founds the 
above conclufion, that a criminal love for 
Bothwell induced her to fly to him at this 
time, ought, in ftridt juftice, to have en- 
tered more particularly into the conduft 
and behaviour of the Queen, while flie wa^ 
at Jedburgh, during her ficknefs. Ifhallfup- 
ply what the Hiftorian has omitted, from 
a paper which follows next to the above 
authority quoted by him *, viz. a letter 

• Keith, Appendir, p. 134. 

from 
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from Bifhop Lefly to the Archbiihop of 
Glafgow. Lefly, as the Queen*s Confeflbr, 
attended the Qjieea i^ Jedburgh. He thu» 
writes : " The Queen caufit me to re- 
" mayne continuallie befide her, to re- 
" member hir on Kir dewtie, and pray 
•* continuallic befyde hir. , Hir Majeftier 
" mard the maift godKe exhortatiouns ta 
•* all tlK nobilitie beipg here at this pre* 
** fent time, that ever prince, or other, maid 

* at fic time. Firfl: makiag her CDnfellion; 
" to God of hir offences — defiring his holy 

* \rfll to be fullfilled :. that if it pkifit him 
** to fuffer her to remain in this worId,f 
•* for the governing his people committed 
** to hir care, or to receive hir to his blifs,. 
** flie gladly would accept what his wiU 
** appointed, atid with as good heart and 

•* will to die, as U^e." " l^ie hefoughfi 

** hk nobility to attend to the good go- 
** vernraent of the realm, and that they 
•^ fliould keip luive and amity amoogft: 
•* themielves" " She recomendit alfo 

« the 
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** the Prince, her fon,' to thair governance, 
** praying them effe<Sually to fufFer nane 
" to be with him in company in his 
** youtheid, that wold give him evil ex- " 
" ample in manners, but that fic war 
•* prefent with him who could and would 
" inftruft him in 'vertue and all godUe- 

•* nes." " She recomendit to them 

** the ftate of religion vpithin the realm, 
** praying thame effedtuouflie to trouble nor 
** prefs no man in his confcience that pro- 

•' fefs'd the Catholic religioun." Let us 

now alfc the Hiftorian, Do thefe fenti- 
ments of piety and religion correfpond with 
the character of a woman immerfed, as 
he fuppofes, at that moment,' in a crimi- 
nal amour? 

Within a few days after the conferences 
in the caftle of Craigmillar, viz. on Chrift- 
mas 1566, the Queen was prevailed upon 
to grant a pardon to the Earl of Morton, 
and to feyenty-five of his accomplices in 
Rizzio's flaughter. This was the previous 
and 
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and neceflary ftep of the confederates to 
the grand enterprife, which foon after, upon 
Morton's appearing again in the fcene, was 
to take place. 

■ Upon the 9th of February 1567, the Earl 
of Murray affefted publicly to afk leave to 
go from court * to his houfe in St. An- 
drew's, on pretence that his wife was indiC- 
pofed. And the next morning, the loth of 
February^theKing'shoufe wasblownupwith 
gun-powder, and his body found dead. 

Before we go further, it may not be im- 
proper to make a flop here for a little, and 
call back our attention to two fa^ts that have 
occurred in the preceding narration, which 
appear to throw light upon the dark affair 
of Damley's mUrder. 

We have recently feen the Queen*8 con* 
du^ in preventing her huiband's reiblution 
of leaving the kingdom, only three months 
before his murder. 

• Keith, p. 365. 

We 
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We fliall enter into a full invdligatiotl 
of this matter afterwards. 

The other fadb to be obferved is, the 
propofal made by Murray and Lething-* 
ton to the Queen in the caftle of Craig-j. 
miliar, to procure a divorce between her and 
Darnley, which the Queen utterly rejeded. 

Now, as both thefe incidents happened 
within fo fliort a time of Darn!ey*8 mur- 
der, and at the time when his behaviour to 
the Queen was moft fhocldng, at the very 
time too when her enemies pretend flie was 
carrying on her criminal amour with Both* 
welt, is it natural to conceive, that flie 
Jhould have reje^ed both thefe opportuni- 
ties offered to her, of being fo effedually 
freed from her hulband without troublei 
and rather chufe to involve herfelf in the 
fiqrrid crime of his murder ? 

Should we fuppofe the reafon of her re- 

jeding the propofal of the divorce might 

.proceed from an apprehenfion of doing 

lo hurt 
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hurt to her fon's title, which it is impro- 
bable that a woman, fo wicked as to be 
meditating the death of his father, could 
be much affeded with j yet Darnlcy** 
proje£t of going abroad, not only freed 
her from the company of a trouUcfome 
hufband, but likewife (if we can imagine 
her fo wicked as her enemies have afferted) 
afforded her many opportunities, either of 
keeping him out of the kingdom, or of 
confpiring his death at a diflance, by un- 
known hands. 

Queen Mary's condud, therefore, with - 
regard to the above two fads, makes it al- 
together improbable, that at this time Ihe 
could have entertained the mofl difUnt 
thought of fo atrocious an adion as the 
murder of her hufband. 



Vol. II. 
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CHAP. IV. 

A Review of the CofiduSl of ^een Mary 
previous to Lord Darnfefs Marder.*-^-^^^ 
Dijferiat'ion on the Murder^ and Vindica' 
tion of the !^een. 

'T^ H £ murder rf Lofd Darnley has not^ 
in our apprchenfion, been confidered 
in all its circuraftances with that particu- 
lar attention which its importance merits. 
Many, from- the fubfequent incident of 
Queen Mary's marriage with the Earl of 
Bbthwell (afterwards detected as one ef 
the principal confpirators in (he death of 
Lord Darnley), have refted their judgtaent , 
on that fad, as fuSicient proof of the 
Queen's guilt as acceffary to the murder j 
and upon' that ground of convi^Ion, have 
given themfelves little trouble ia examining . 
a the 



r:,9,N..<ib, Google 



cgalnjl Ma*t S^en »f Scots. 51 

the feveral antecedent ftep8, together with 
the i^^s and circumftances which attended 
the aftual murder. Some of the latter 
hiftorians of thofe times, from whom deeper 
refearch and more candour might have 
been expe^ed, appear to hare taken the 
field againft Queen Mary, with this pre- 
judice and prepofleflton, 

Syftem being thus formed, fafts are 
wrefted to coincide with it ; every circum- 
ftance that will admit of it, has been ftr^ned 
to her difadvantage. 

I>r. Robertfon, from a detail of the grofs 
and pervcrfe behaviour of Lord Darnley ; 
his joining in confederacy with her ene- 
mies, in the murder of the Queen's Se- 
cretary, and his repeated infults to her, 
fnbfequent to that vile affair ; has exerted 
his powers in eftablifliing a fyftcm, " That 
•* from the period of the aflafimation of 
" Rizzio, the Queen's affe^ion for her 
Ei " hulband 
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" hnHbiXiidthtcsssit entirely extinguijbed-^ that 
" an implacoble refentment . and utter aver- 
" Jion for him took place in her breaft, 
" which tenninatcd in the murder of her 
** hufband." From this the Hiftorian, with 
his ufual ability, has formed a ch^n of 
argument, plaufible indeed, and ingenious, 
tending to infer a prefumption of the 
Queen's being acceflary to the murder. 
We mean to attempt to remove this pre- 
fumption by dewing the fallacy of the 
Hiftorian's argument, and by a review of 
Damley's conduft, and likewife. of the 
Queen's behaviour to him from the death 
of Rizzio, to the murder of Lord Darnley : 
from which it will appear, that notwith- 
ftanding the grofs mifbehaviour of the King, 
and of his repeated outrages towards the 
Queen, however her affetSions at limes 
might have been cooled, yet they never 
were alienated or extinguifhed j far lefs 
that by any of her adions or behaviour fhe 
ever Ihewed the leaft mark of averjion or 
4 hatred 
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hatred to her hulband. Previous to this 
inveftigation, we fliall give a iketch of the 
charaders of Lord Darnley, and of the 
Queen, which we ihall take from Dr. Ro- 
bertfon himfelf, and his friend Mr. Hume. 
We begin with the Queen : 

** Mary," fays Dr. Robertfon, *' was 

" poffefled of great fenfibility of temper, 
" and was capable of the utmoft ten- 
*' deriiefs and afiei^on. Siie was po- 
*' lite and affable; violent in her attach- 
" ments, becaufe her heart was warm and 
*' unfufpicious.*' 

Mr. Hume's charafter of Mary, is, " that 
" fhe was poffefled of a lofty fpirit, con- 
** ftant and vehement in her purpofe, 
" yet polite, gentle, and affable in her 
** demeanour.'* 

As aprominent /ra// in the Queen's charac- 
ter, remarkable through the whole tranfac- 
tions of her life, wemayadd,that though con- 
£ 3 fcious 
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fcious of her high rank and dignity, and £s^- 
ingly fenfible of what was injurious to it, 
yet her refentment for the moft atrodotis 
offences committed againft her, Ibon melted 
away, and Left not a trace behind it. Such 
was Queen Mary. 

Let us now turn to Lord Damley. 

Lord Darniey is reprefented by all the 
hiftoriana as a young man of weak under--, 
ftanding, conceited of his own abilities^ 

' and of a violent overbearing temper. By 
his infolent and imperious behaviour he had 
difgufted the nobility, and, even before 
joining in the coafpiracy with Morton and 

^ his aflbciates, the Qgcen*8 inveterate ene- 
mies, in. the afTaHination of Rizzio, he had 
often given the Queen much caufe of dif- 
pleafure. Although flie had beftowed on 
him the title of King, and admitted him to 
a fhare in the councils of the Hate, yet 
not fatisiied, he had demanded, with the 
moft 
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iq^ll infolent irnportunity, fays Dr. Rp- 
bertfont the crown matrimoaial, and to 
Jhare with her the throne and gOTernment 
of the kingdom ; which the Queen, know- 
ing h}6 abfolute incapacity, and the averfe^ 
pefs of the nobility to fuch a meafure, had 
refufed, as not in her powerindeed to grant, 
without the authority of Parliament. This 
refpfal, iU brooked by Darnley, made him 
an eafy prey to the confederates, Murray, 
Morton, and their aflbciates ; who prevailed 
with him to join in the copfpiracy againft 
Rizzio, to whom they attributed the Queen's 
refufal to him of the crown matrimonial. 
The particulars of Rizzio's aflaffination, 
and the part which Lord Darnley took in 
that Tile affair, have already been related. 
That the Queen fliould (hew fome degree 
oS. refentment at firft againft her hufband 
upon that account, is not to be wondered 
at ; that her rrfentment foon fubfided, and 
that flie endeavoured to forget his conduct, 
£ 4 and 
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. and even to excufe him, is teftified by the 
memorial of the Lords of PrivyCouncil, fent 
by them to the Queen-mother of France *. 
*' Although," fay the Lords of Council, 
*• Rizzio's murther was perpetrated with 
" his (the King's) knowledge, yet, would 
*' the Queen never accufe him thereof, 
" but did alwife excufe him, and was 
*' willing to appear as if Ihe believed it 
** not." 

Such unqueftionable authority as this 
letter of the Lords of the Privy Council, of 
whom the Earl of Murray and his friends 
were then at th? head, is an ample juftifi- 
cation of the Queen with regard to any 
alleged ground of difcofttent given to Lord 
Darnley by her. 

But, fays our Hiftorian, Darnley was 
negleiled by the Nobility. This cannot be 
attributed to the Queen. It was owing to 
|iis own infolent behaviour to thepi. o 

• ifclth. 

« As 
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"As for the Nobility," fays the above 
letter, " they come to court and pay dc-r 
" ference and refpeft, according as they 
" have any matters to do, and as they 
" receive a kindly countenance. But he 
" (Lord Darnley) is at no pains to gain 
" them, and mate himfelf beloved by them, 
" having gone fo far as to prohibit thefe 
" noblemen to enter his room, whom the 
" Queen had firfl; appointed to be about 
" his perfon.— If he defire to be foilowed 
" and attended by the Nobility, he muft, 
" in the firft place, make them to love 
" him, and to this purpofe muft render 
" himfelf amiable to them." 

Let us now review Dr. Robertfon*s ac- 
count of Queen Mary*s behaviour and dif- 
pofition towards her hufband, from the 
above period to his death. 

" From the sera of Rizzio's aflaffination," 
fays our Author, " the happy union which 
. ** had fubfifted between the Queen and her 
*' hufband, , 
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** hn{band, became entirely diflblve^j. 6&. 
" crct diftruft, ar^d frequeat quprrcls fuc- 
** teeded. Her averfion for bim could 
** not be concealed *." The dired con- 
trary we proceed to prove. 

We 

* For this the Hiftorian takes his autlwriCy from 
Bandolph and Bedford's letters to Cecil; both of 
whom Ihow 2 manifell difpoHtioi) to defame Queen 
Mary, as knowing the fame to be agreeable to their 
miflrefs Queen Elizabeth. This our Author himfelf 
acJcnowledges. From his letters, Randolf^ appears 
IBPrs under the character of a fpy, tbtn a public mi- 
nifier; one of the lowell, it would feem, that ever 
difgraced that name. Queen Mary having deleted 
htm in fending money to her rebel fubje£ls, ordered him 
to depart from Scotland f. Bedford's r^dcoce was 
on the Englilh border. He was Lord Lieutenant of 
the Marches. Hit f<^lowing letter to <^il, of the 
2fi of AuguH 1566, fron vbich th^ Hiflorian takes 
his authority, (hows his genius for fcandalizing the 
Queen, by retailing low flories, picked up by him on 
the Border. " The Queen," fays he, " and her 
*' hufband, agree after the old manner. She eateth 
** but feJdom with him. She lieth not, nor keepetb 
" company 

t Keith, p. 34+, 
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We fliall fhew from undoubted autho- 
rity, that fo far from the mutual afie^oa 
b^ween the Queen and her hufband being 
dt/folved or extinguijhedy the Queen on 
every occafion fhewed great tendemefs 
for him, and notwithftanding Ms abfurd, 
peevifh, and even brutilh behaviour, did 
every thing in her power to reclaim and 
bring him to reafon. We ihall proceed in 
our review of Dr. Robertfon. 

" The contempt," fays he, " under which 
" Darnley was fenfible he had fallen, made ' 
*' him take the refolution of leaving the 
" kingdom, and going into foreign parts. 

** company with him. It cannot far madtfijy nor 
** with the honour of a Queen, be reported what flw 
** ^d of him." Shocking, indeed, it mull have 
been, what this retailer of fcandal could not re- 
peat! Robertfon, vol. i. Appendix, No. XVII. 
Vtit ICeilb, Append, 172. Our Author, confcious of 
the wealuiefs of his argument, is obliged, at laft, to 
have recourfe to the infamous Letters, which, we 
bope, have been proved, to the convj^on of the public^ 
to be notorious forgeries, 

« This 
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"This refolution," fays , the Hiftorian, 
** muft have been very mortifying to the 
*' Queen, as it would have fpread the in- 
" famy of their domeftic quarrel all over 
*' Europe : flie therefore exerted her utmoft 
" endeavour to prevent the Kifag from 
" taking that meafure." It has been 
formerly noticed, that, according to ^thi» 
author, the Queen's fuppofed amour with 
the Earl of Bothwell at this very time took 
place. This is mere conjefture. Had this 
truly been the cafe, is it credible, as already 
obferved, that a woman engaged in an adul- 
terous amour, Vrould exert al! her powers 
to prevent her hulband from going into fo- 
reign parts, and leaving her and her gallant 
to enjoy themfelves at will ? The whole 
ftory is founded on conjefture, without the 
Qiadow of proof, as we have already fhewn, 
and we ihall leave it to the reader's judg- 
ment to decide. That the Queen's ufmg 
every meafure in her power to prevent 
Darnley from leaving the kingdom, pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded entirely from tendemefa and affec- 
tion for him, we think, is clearly proved 
from the fcene that paffed between them ia 
prefcnce of the French Ambaflador and the 
Lords of Council. Monfieur Le Croc's 
narrative proceeds thus *: 

** When the King and Queen were a-bed 
■• together, her Majefty took occafion to talk 
** to \dm. She befought him to declare the 
** ground of his defigned voyage : but in 
" this he would by no means fatisfy her. 
** Early the next morning the Queen fent 
** for me, and for all the Lords and other 
" Counfellors, and prayed the King to 
" declare the reafon of his projefted dc- 
" parture. She took him by the band^ and 
*' befought him for God's fake to declare, 
** ifjhe had given him any occafion for this 
*' refolution^ and entreated he might deal 
"■plainly, and not fpare her. The King 

* Keith, p. 348, 349. 
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" at laft declared^ that be had no ground at 
•* all given bmjbrfucb a deliberation^* 

The letter of the Lords of Privy Coun* 
cU agrees with the Ambaffador's letter, and 
proceeds thus : 

The Lords of Council did remonftrate to 
him, " That for her Majefty, fo far was 
*' ihe from miniftring to him caufe of dif- 
" content, that, on the contrary, he had 
** all the reafon in the world to thank God, - 
" for giving him fo wife aad TirtUoiM a 
" perfon as flie had fhewed herfelf in all 
" her adions. Then her Maje/lywas pletyhd 
** to eater into dijcourfe^ and f puke affeSion- 
" ately to him, befiecbing^ that feeing be 
*' isottld not open bis mind to htr in private 
" lajl nigbtj according to her moji earne^ 
** requejl, he would at leaji be pleafed to de»- 
" dare before thefe Lords^ where Jhe bad 

*' fended bim tn any thing. But he 

" would not own that he intended any 
« voyage, 
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" Toyagcj or had atiy dtfconteilt, and de~ 
" dared freely y that the ^een bad given him 
" no occajionfor any *." Such a teftimony, 
given in the prefeHCe of Lord Damley 
himfelf, the Qyeeh» the French Amba&* 
dor, and the chief of the Nobility, con- 
vened in Council, muft blow to atoms fuch 
defpicable authority, as the icandalous^ 
picked-up tales of a Randolph or a Bed- 
ford ! 

We proceed in our narrative.^— The! 
quiet of the kingdom requiring folemd 
aflizes to be held on the Border, an ordet 
of the Privy Council is iflued, for fumnaon- 
ing the Nobility and Gentry of the neigh- 
bouring counties, to attend the King and 
^een on their circuit, at Melrofe, on the 
8th of Oaober. The Queen, however, 
Was obliged to fet out by herfelf ; her fuUen 
hufband was not in humour to give his 
[trefence on that occa£on. On this pro- 

•, Keith, p. 348, 349. 

grefs, 



r:,9,N..<ib,.G00^lc ] 



64 iNQUiRy into the Evidence 

grefs, the Queen was feized with a dan- 
gerous fever at Jedburgh, where, for 
feveral days, her life was defpaired of. By 
a letter of the French Ambaffador, we are 
informed, that although the King was 
fpeedily acquainted of the Queen's ficknefs, 
he came not near her for eight days, and 
until the fever was abated. On the autho- 
rity of Knox, Dr. Robertfon fays, he met 
with a cold reception, ftaid but one night 
at Jedburgh, and fet off the next morning 
for Glafgow. On the Queen's recovery, 
(he took up her refidence at the Caftle of 
Craigmillar. The Earl of Murray's pro- 
pofal there to the Queen, and the confer- 
ences on that head, have already been re- 
cited. 

The Queen having made great prepara- 
tion for folemnizing the baptifm of the 
Prince at Stirling, the ceremony was per- 
formed in prefence of the Englilh and 
French Ambafladors, and the chief of her 
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bwn Nobility : the King perfevering in lua 
bad humoiir, continued at Stirling, although 
he was cot prefect at the folemnity. As 
Hizabeth " had commanded that neither 
*' the Earl of Bedford, nor any of his re-. 
" tinue, Ihould give the title of King to 
" Lord Darnley *," Queen Mary could not 
have witnefled this afiront without refent- 
icg it ; and this was no time, while ihe 
was courting her favour, to break with ' 
Elizabeth. The embarralTtnent indeed was 
eluded, by the King's abfenting himfelf 
from the ceremony. He had always givea 
out, fays Le Croc, " that he would depart 
*' two days before the baptifm ; but when 
" the time came on, he made no ligh of 
** removing at all, only he ftlll kept dole 

• Combdent— Dr. Stuart's Hift. p. 185, 1^6.— 
Through the whole of her letters and negotiation* it 
does not appear tbat Elizabeth ever gave%he title of 
King to Lord Darnley, as ihe z\»xys conlidered 
him as her fubje£t.— Even afbr his death Ihe thiM 

mcntioiis him, " The deceaft gentleman." Stuart, 

p. 186. 

Vol. 'IT. F "withia 
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** within his own apartment, thin expoTing 

• the Queen, and their domeftic quarrels ••** 
The Queen, though, no doubt, mudi hurt 
by filth Ihocking behaviour, did the ho- 
tours cf the fcftival with that native dig- 
nity and grace peculiar to herfelf, fo as to 
give univerM fatisfa^on^ and to win the 
hearts of the whole of this illoftrious affem-s 
bly. On this occafion, the French Ambaf- 
fedoT, by letter of the 23d of December, 

thus exprefles himfelf: " The Queen. 

" behaved hCTfelf admirably all the time of 
** the baptifm, and fhewcd fo much earneft- 
" nefs to entertain all the goodly company 

* in the beft manner, that this made her 

* Darnley's behaviour at this time muft have been 
very grofs, and grievous to the Qiiecn. — Mr, Le Croc, 
« wtTcand difcMet perfon, much in favour with htm, 

thus writes : " The King's bad deporiment i» in- 

** curable,' nor can there be any good exposed from 
** him, for >feveral reafons which I might tell you, 
*' were I preient with you." — Le Croc's letter to the 
Archbifhop ^ Glasgow, 23d Dec. 1566. Keid'i 
Preface, p. 7. 

« forget, 
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*^ foi^t, in' a good meaiiuv) her fivmer 
** aihncntt.-'-r — rSUe fent for me yefterday, 
*f aad I found her laid on tfae bed, we^- 
** ing fore, and fhe complained of a gritvoua 

" pain in her fide. 1 am much grieved 

" for the many trorfrfes and vexations fhe 
" meets with."— —Here we hate a true 
pifture of the <Jueen's dHpofiiion j inftead 
of anger or wrath bein^ excited m her at 
the fliocking behaviour erf the S,iBg on this 
occafion, her refentment diflbives into tears ! 
The King, to ufe the phrafc of Knox, de- 
parted from Stirling without bidding good 
night, and arrived at Glafgow about the end 
of December, or beginning of January. 

Thus having traced the Queen's beha- 
viour with regard to her hufband, through 
every incident noticed by the Hiftorians, 
until Lord Darnley*8 ficknefs at Glafgow, 
in the beginning of January 1567; we 
find the faijie uniformity of temper and 
F a manners. 
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manners, agreeing with Dr. RobertfonV 
charafler of Mary, gende, tender, and 
^edionate. Though ihocked, at timesf 
with fuch ftrong inftances of the folly and 
brutality of DariJey, we difcover not the 
fmalleft fymptom of that fixed hatred and 
averfiott which Dr. Robertfqn has attri- 
buted to her, and which, if true, muft,. 
upon fome of th«i above occafions, in fpite 
of herfelf, have broke out. That Mary,. 
poITeSing fuch fenfibiHty, fuch tendemefs 
of heart, ma&. have felt ftrongly the above 
tnjuiies, is aj^arent from the foregoing 
delineation ; Ihe was at no pains to difguife 
thefe feelings : we fee her penetrated with 
forrow and grief of heart, but without the 
leaft fpark of hatred or refentment* We 
have the ftrongeft proof of this in her re- 
jeding the Earl of Murray and Lethingr 
ton*8 propofal to her at Craigmillar ; when 
violent meafures are propofed, her anfwer 
on that occalioa dews in the mofl: con>- 
virking 
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-viseing manner, Ihe tender regard which 
^e fttll felt for an ungrateful and perverfe 
youth, whom fee neverthdefs wiftied, and 
hoped, to reclaim. " Peradventure," fays 
the Queen, "he may change hit opinion, 
** and it were better that I myfelf for ane 
*' tyme paffit in France, abyding tiU he 
■♦' ackhowU^it him/elf" 

3!)oes this difcover that averfion or hatred 
which the above Hiftonan is pleafed to fay 
^e Queen was poflefled of towards her 
hufband? I truft, ^very unprejudiced per- 
foa will judge the contrary; and that at 
this time the Queen had Aill hopes of his 
amendment, s^nA change ofopinidfty and that, 
as a teftimony of this, fee expeded his ac- 
ittowledgment *, 

' We 

* Dr. Robcrtfon, in -Tupport of his argument, cites 
Xiaetn Mary's letter to Archbifliop Bethune, her 
Ambafiador in France, in which, he fays, file men- 
tions with bittcrnefs the King's ingratitude. — In this 
confidential letter from the Queen to her'own minifter, 
y ^ (he 
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We fcootmue bur rwrfrative.— The %AXiSt 
on his afrival At Glalg;ow, was feized with 
a dangerous malady, the fymptodis erf" 
which, fimilar to thofe of every cuUaeous 
dtfeafe, were at firft violedt and alatmingt 
before ah erupdon took place, whto his 
flcin was covered with puftules. In that 
age every difeafe of that kind was by thb 
vulgar fuppofed to be the efFe£l of poifon ; 
moft of the writers to be credited fay, it 
was the fmall-pox. His iicknefs now brings 
him to a ftnfe of his folly, and mifbeha- 
viour to the Queen; he now becomes 
ftnkiDus to fee her, and to be reconciled to 

her.-i After the King's departure from 

Stirling, the Queen had gone northward 

flic had no occafion to conceal the King's behaviour to 
ber. We fee her advetfaries, in Ipite of her blameleft 
conduct, always traducing her by propagating malici- 
otta falfebood againft her. The Qucco, in ber letter 
to the Archbiihop, vindicates herfelf from the calum- . 
nies of her enemies, which file had reafon to apprehend 
might reach France, but withoift my bittetneTi. Aa- 
derfon, vol. i. p> 13. 

7 oa 
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on fome vifits * to DrvmmoBd caffle and 

Tullibardio, «fi4 W4» ranim«d to £dia- 

Imrfib, wheis hewing of tht King's re» 

queft 

» The HiAeHiui of Scotland ftys, "While the 
** King was in Jtngn-, dw Queen amulcdbcrfclf with 
** cxcurTuuis to difiVcht parts- of th« ixwDlr}', wd fufr 
*' fered near a month to elapfe before Ihe vifitcd bim at 
<* Glafgow, when the violence of bis diftemper wa> 
** over, and the Kingoutof all danger." The remark 
is not candid ; and the Author's account of the Queen't 
journey «t this tinff, is omgccrated ' in vswj ciicum- 
Ihnce. The Kipg was at Stirling on the 2^tb qf 
December. His tither, the Earl of l^nnox, writes to 
jtim thit faoio dvy fro« GlfUgow* and txfcStM to heaf 
frqm him in aoftreTi At Hm i»mc time be menttoiu 
^« extreme bver'iiy o£ the weather, improper for tra- 
velling. We cannot then fuppoTe the King would 
travel for fome dajc ; at fiwneB vre cannot fuppofs hia 
to be at Claigow before the beginning of Janvarf. 
After his arrival there be was taken ill/ The Queen 
tt this tine was io PerthOiire at the feat of' the Lori 
'Prumnond, whem, in aH probability, 0ie would bear 
Tiotlung of his fickoefs for fome days, and until the 
difeafe was abated. Her own ddicate ftate of health. 
Coo, might not permit iier immediately to fet out oa 
fach a journey. It is not improbable, indeed, that on 
bearing that the King ims out of danger, and confi- 
F 4. dcring 
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qucft to fee her, flie immediately fets out 
for Glafgow, where ihe arrives oa the 23d 
(^ January, and attends him until the 28th 
of that month, when, being in a condition to 
travel, he is tranTported to Edinburgh, and 
for the benefit of better air, from its morQ 
vlevated fkuation than the pahice of Holy-i 
rood Houfe, he was lodged in the houTe of 
the Provoft of the Kirk-a-field. 

Let us now examine our Hiftorian*s re-* 
marks on the reconcilement that took, plac^ 

dering hts abfurd bcbaviour towards her at Stirling, 
ifae might not think of v^iting hiin at al), until ib« 
heard of his defire to fee her on the 21ft of Januarj-, 
when fhe let:.out from Edinburgh to viHt him. In. 
fiead then of the Queen's amuling herfelf when the 
JCing was in danger, it is probable that flie beard 
nothing of his CckneTs until he was out of danger s 
and, inftead of a month, that a fiiw days only after 
that could elapfe, before (he fet out to fee him : and 
in that interval, too, the had, from maternal fondnel* 
and care of hec infant fon, gone back to Stirling } and 
that ihe might have him conftantly under her own 
eye, had carried him along with her to the palace of 
ifolyrood IJoufe, 

between 
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iKtween the Queen and her hufband. And 
here, it muft be obferved, that the Hifto- 
lian, with great addrefs, inverts the pro- 
pofition, by making the reconcilement to 
depend upon the Queen ; the very reverfe 
of which, we apprehend, is clearly proved 
by the foregoing feries of fadts, to have 
teen the cafe. The King's pervcrfe 
And fullen behaviour towards the Queen, 
through the continued courfe of the forego- 
ing incidents, has been (hewn ; while, on 
her part, we have feen the genuine expref- 
■fionS of the utmoft tendernefs and regard 
for his weakncfs j we have feen her gentle 
and afFeSionate heart courting every op- 
portunity to reclaim, and bring to reafon, 
fi weak, perverfe, and headftrong young 
man. The Queen's negative anfwer to 
Murray and Lethington*s propofal at 
Craigmillar caftle, of divorcing him ; and 
(lill more, the fcene that pafled between the 
Queen and her bufband, in prefence of 
the I-ords of the Privy Council and the 
French 
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French Ainhaflador, taxvy coaviStion of 
this truth beyond the reach. of doubt.-i-— ^ 
After trying in private, to no ptirpofe, to 
^ITuade him from that meafure, ihe wi&es 
to fee if the inBuetice and advice of the 
Lords of her Privy Council might have 
waght with him : how natural, how tenr 
der, is her addrefs to him upon that otxar 
fion? She fpeaks afTedionatelf to hios. 
She takes him by the hand* Sife i^c^lr^ 
hiaiy for God's fake^ /$ declare if fie had 
offended him in any thing *. Speak^ iays the 
generous, the warm-hearted Queen, to her 
inieniible hufband, JPfak^ and jparf me 
not. He declares fhe had given him qq 
offence. Still, however, he continued his 

* This fcene, which is ftrifcing and pathetic, wa 
flioutd think the Hiftcvian of thofe times would hxta 
courted to. opportunity tq have introdueedi M it 
brings forward the two. principal figures in the bif- 
tory, (peaking themfelves in prefence of the Lords (rf 
Council. Our Hiftorian mentions it not. He was 
feofible it overturned his f^ftom, ' 

fyllen 
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fulkn faamovr. The Queen's gentle 4il* 
pofition to him contmuea invariably the 
&me } flu fiUl hopes for his amendment. 

The iIl<-humour, as we have feen, wat 
■ntirely upon Darnley's paft ; the rec(»i- 
dilation of courfe theti depended upon 
Itimfelf ; upon his return to his duty to 
an afie^onate confort, wfa6 wept for hi* 
fdly, yet was ever difpofed to forgive and 
recdve him back to her arme. Such thea 
bang the cafe, as is proved by the pro- 
ceding ftate of authenticated faif^s, how 
.ftrange muft appear the Hiftorian^s coa* 
clufion ? ** Tlie reconcilement of the Queea 
*• with her hufband,** (fays he) " if we 
** allow it to be genuine, it is impoffible to 
*' give any plaulible account of!" Nothing 
ifl more eafy, nothing is more natural, and 
in cbarader of the Queen. When, only a 
few weeks before, the propofal of divorcing 
him is made by the Eati of Murray to the 
^ueen at Craigmillar j (I muft repeat it) 
**No," 
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*' No,** fays flie, '^^ peradvtnture he may 
** 'change his cpiniony and acktio-wledge him- 
**Jelf." That change, fo ardently vifhed 
for by her, at length arrives. A fevere 
fnalady, the bed of ficknefs, which' reclaims 
■many, and, by ferious refieSton on pai: 
*nifcondu£t, often induces a change of oj»- 
rfion, and rcfolution to amend, had Its e&£t: 
OH Lord Darnley. . He is now fenfible of 
■tis folly and mifconduft. He becomes a 
penitent, and is anxious to fee, and to be 
jsecpnciled to the Queen. " On hearing," 
/ays the Bifliop of Rofs, " of the Ktn£s 
-** repentancsy and that he defired to fee ber^ 
■•* fhe hafted with fpeed to fee him at Glaf^ 
■'* gow *,*' 
- , ' Whence 

p I* The Bifhop ^ Rofs's authority is unc[ueftionabrr. 
This man's charai^er for probity and integrity Hands 
^RKMigH the firft of the age. His faithful attachment 
to the Queen his tniftrefs, through every period of her 
i^ftrefs, deprived him of the revenues of his fee of R0I&, 
■nd likewlfe of the rich monaflery of Lindores^ with 
which he was endowed. Hh Dtfenct of the Honour of 
iQueeJi Mary, is a nervous, acute, and eloquent com- 
pofition* 
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. Wheace no^ -ftrif^s the lmppi£bilUy of 
accpunting ' for Uk Queen's reooncilement. 
with her hufband ? Nothing, we appre- 
hend, could be more natural, or more 
oonfiftent with the gentle and tender- 
hearted difpofition of the Queen, and agrea- 
able fo her charader as defcribedby Dr. 
Robertfoa himfel^ and the other Writers. 

poHtion. It was printed firft in London, foon after the 
conferences there; but was fuppreiled by order of 
Queen Elizabetli. The Bifliop, however, was not (o 
eafily to be filenced. He procured a fecoud edition to 
be printed at Liege, in 1571. Bcfides the BiOiop's 
own knowledge, as one of the Lords of Privy Cbun- 
<cil of Scotland, and ccnftantly at court, the LorA 
Berries and Boyd zB&ed hint in his work. As to tbs 
labove fii^, the reconcilement of the King and Qiicen, 
the Bilhop, who officiated at the ceremony of the bap- 
tifm, was probably with her when fte beard of the 
King's requeft to fee her. He was her Confeflbr and 
Secretary for foreign letters, and conflantly attended 

her. See bis letter to Archbifliop Bethune before 

cited.— —The fafl is likewife confirmed by another 
contemporary writer, Crawford, Memoirs, p. 13. 
toaioa tdition. 

To 
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To verify this o^rffHon, vrt ifluiH i&«otion a 
faa which happened a few wedu only fce- 
f(»:e the recoaciletnmt. 

The Queen, on Qiriftmas-eve, as a deed 
of charity and benevolence fuitable to that 
folemn feftival, granted a free pardon 
to Morton, Lindfay, and feventy-five more 
accomplices in the murder of her Secre- 
tary ! Was it ftrange that the heart which 
could pardon the perpetrators «f fo bifurk ft 
murder, attended with fuch horrid circum- 
ftances as to herfelf, fhould expand, and 
receive into grace Lord Darnley, who had 
been feduced by their artifice? Damky, 
the hufband of her affeSion, the father of 
her infant fon, now a penitent, and on the 
1>ed of ficknefs \ But this reconcilement, 
fays our Author, and the tender afie£Uon 
Ihewn by the Queen to her hufband, " was 
" all artifice and di/Jimulation,'''' She, by 
many marks of afie£tion and confidence, 
quieted 
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qiiieted all bU fujpicions*^ untilftegot him 
under her okn power, untH &e brought 
him to Edinburgh. For what purpofe? 
To murder him while under her own pro- 
ttiHon, — in her capital, in the eye of aU 
her people ! A very bold fcheitae this ! Let 
OS fbf pofe it true for a moment, and ob- 
fcrrc her bdiavionr. Let 113 compare it 
wi&t!te part which the Ear! <>f Murray 
afliimes on thw occafion. Murray leaves 
Edinburgh, and fets out for St. Andrew's 
the day before the great cataftrophe 
was to happen, the death of Carnlcy f . 
He 

• TTie Hiftorian here goes great length, indeed, in 
tbii part of hi* fubjetS, and leaves fight of his ufuat 
candout-. That the above was all arbRcc and dif- 
fimulation on the part of the Queen, ts our Author's 
conjcdure oiilj ; proof of it there is none. We pre' 
fume we have proved the contrar)'. As for fufpicioa 
on Darnlcy's part, we any with confidence and truth 
affirm, that by not the fmalleft circuml^ance does it 
appear, that Darnley had ever the Icafl fufpicion of any 
black defign of the Q^icen againil his life, as Is here 
furmifed. 

t We fball fee another infiance of Murray'i pre* 
caution, in walicing ofTlhe ftage, when his friends Mor- 
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He takes paiticiflar care to have hU abfenctf 
from the fcene recorded, by afie^edly fi- 
liating the Queen*8 Hcenfe to abfent him- 
felf from Council on pretence of his wife's 
indiQ>o(ition. He goards himfelf from 
fidpickm, by having the fea between him 
and the fcene of aftion. While the Queea 
braves fufpicion. She leads her hufband, 
the delHned vidlim, to the houfe of ilaugh- 
ter [ She attends him with the moft aflidu- 
ous care. She was feMom, fays our Au- 
thor, from him through the day, fhe flept 
feveral nights in the chamber under his 
apartment. The very night of his death, 
fhe pafled feveral hours with him, fhe af- 
fe^onately klfTed him at parting, and 
taking a ring from her finger fhe puts it on 
his *. And the fcene being now prepared, 
borrefco referensy fhe leaves him to his 
fate ; leaves him in the hands of his bloody 

ton and Lethington bad prepared all matters for die 
mock trial and acquittal of Botfawell. 
* Anderfon, vol. ii. p. 72. Jcbb^ vol. i. p. a6i. 
10 cxecu- 
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executioners ! Let ira follow her. ■ Does 
fhe cover her agitation, her remorfe, 
during the dreadful interval, under the 
fliade of night \ No : fhe partakes of a 
fefiival ; ihe joins in a dance and maf- 
querade 1 and, without the fmallefl appear- 
ance of agitation or difcompofure, waits 
the tremendous fignal of her hufband's 
murder I — Merciful Heaven! can fuch a 
charafter have ever exifted ? Yet fuch, ac- 
cording to Dr. Robertfon, is the gentle, 
tender-hearted, and affedlionate Queeil 
Mary ! now the inhumane, deliberate, and 
remorfelefs murderefs of her hufband ! 

Such is this Hiftorlan's fyftem ! a theory 
happily unfupported ; oppofed by fa^s, 
contrary to human nature, and utterly in- 
confiftent with the charafter which he bim- 
felf had drawn of Queen Mary ! 

We ihall conclude this DifTertation with 

an argument, which, in our apprchenfion, 

Vol. II. G ■ . is 
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is conclufive of the innocence of Queen 
Mary, and that ihe had not the leaft 
foreknowledge of the murder of Lord 
Darnley. 

All the Hiftorians agree, that Lord 
Pamley was ftrangled, or fuffocated, by 
ftoppiug his breath * with a napkin ; that 
his body, with that of a fervant who flept 
with him, were brought out of the houfe 
and laid on the ground at a little diflance, 
where they were found without any ap- 
parent marks of violence on them ; and that 
then the houfe was blown up with gun- 
powder. 

From thefe circumftances it is obvious, 
that whoever were the perpetrators of this 
horrid affair, or whatever pains they were 
at to keep themfelves concealed, one part 
of their plan, and a ilriking one, was, to 

^ Buchanan, lib. 18. Melvil, Crawford, Keith, 
RobeitfoD, &c. 

leave 
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leave no room to doubt but that Lord 
Dirnlej- muft hive died a vicdent death, 
and to proclaim to the whole world that 
be was murdeitd, and the miu-der con- 
duced by perfons in power. This appears 
to have been the mqfler-Jirote of the whole, 
plan. On whom then waa fuipicion to 
pdint as th€ author !* On wboni elfe but the 
Que(^ \ It accordingly did ib* 

Le tus fuppofe then, that the Quden was 
at the head of this plotj for murdering her 
hufband in this public manner^ and let us 
examine the con^ftency of her condu£i in 
thi^ light. 

We haVe feeri hei*, only fiJt weeks before, 
rejefling the propofal of feveral of the firft 
of her Nobilityj of being divorced from 
Damley, from her feelings of hoiiour and 
con^ence. 

We have feen her, in the moft anxious 

nianaer, ftruggling to prevent him from 

G 2 leaving 
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leaving ber; and going into foreign parU, 
Strange this j— fhe labourfe to keep him at 
home, to afTalCnate him under her own 
eye, under her care and prote^on ! A thing:, 
it will be allowed, fcarcely credible. Yet, 
let us for a moment fuppofe that all fenfe 
of honour, confclence, and humanity, had 
on a fudden left her ^ that ihe had harden- 
ed herfelf againH: them, and determined her 
hulband's death. Some regard, however, 
flie muft furely have had to public fame ; 
fome care of preferving her reputation itl 
the eye of the world, of her friends in 
France, of her rival Queeii Elizabeth. 

This might eafily have been managed, 
and her wifties accomplifhed by Darnley'a 
death, without fufpieion of violence. Darn- 
ley wasat all times in her power; he had 
.long been in a languifhing flate of health, 
after a dangerous malady. This was pofl: 
favourable for her purpofe. His fudden 
death, under thefc circumftances, would 
have been nowife furprifmg, in whatever 
9 manner 
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manner it might have happened, whether 
in a natural way or by violence. As it 
is agreed by all the Hiftorians that he was 
fuffocatcd, why not reft upon that ? When 
Darnley's breath was flopped, her purpofe 
was cSetSed. Why, contrary to every con- 
fideration which common fenfc could dic- 
tate, fhould the Queen think of proclaim- 
ing this murder in the face of day to all 
the world, attended with every circum- 
ftance of horror, and fuch as to fix fufpi- 
eion on herfelft Humanity, confcience, 
common fenfe, all revolt againft the fup- 
pofition of Queen Mary's having the 
fmalleft concern in, or foreknowledge of^ 
Lord Darnley's murder, 

Let us now turn to the other fide ; and, 
' on the prefumption that Murray and his 
confederates were the authors, inventors, 
and executors, as the Queen and her friends 
always affirmed, of the {laughter of Lord 
Parnley, let us fee in whdt refpe^ the 
G 3 above 
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above open manner of executing and pubv 
Jifliing it could ferve their purpofe. 

The death of Lord DariUey fimply, and > 
of itfelf, was an objed of little importance 
to Murray and his party : from this event 
they could have derived no advantage. The 
Queen's power and authority muft have 
remained the fame ; or rather, might hap- 
pen to be ftrengthened by an acceffion of 
power by her marrying again. ■ But as, in 
the cpnipiracy againft Rizzio fay the famo 
party, the chief obj^i^ in view was ths 
Queen's death, in the condition in which 
fte then was j fo in this, from the circuoxr 
fiances of Lord Darnley's public affaffinar 
tion, while under the care and protefl:ion 
of the Queen, the plan of the party was to 
make the fufjncipn ^r)d pdium of the murr 
der fall direflly upon her. This fufpicion, 
by a train of other difafters into which 
they precipitated her, they did fix on her, 
jMid thus furnifhed themfelv^& with the; 
pretence 
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pretence of rifing^in rebellion; and, by- 
means of their feditious preachers poifoning 
the minds of the people againft her, they 
finally wrefted the fceptre from her hands, 
and leized the government of the king- 
dom; ■ 

Had Darnley been taken oiF by pQlfon, 
fuffbcation, or other private way, whatever 
fufpicion might have arifen concerning his 
death, yet the Queen, as we have already 
iaid, might plaufibly, and with good rea- 
fbn, have vindicated herfelf in the eye of 
the world, by attributing hie death to the 
difeafe and ficknefs under which he had fo 
long languifhed. Lord Darnley's death 
would have furprifed nobody. The main 
point, however, of the conipirators was, 
to make his violent death appear as con- 
fpicuQus as poflible, and to remove every 
'pretext of his dying a natural death, while 
under the charge of the Queen, 

G 4 Could 
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Could they have devifed a plan that was 
better calculated for publicly proclaiming 
Lord Darnley's murder to the whole world, 
than by blowing up his houfe with gun- 
powder? They firft made fure of his death 
by fufFocation ; that, however, of itfdf, 
however agreeable to the Queen, would 
, not have anfwered the end which the con- 
fpirators had in view. To fuit their defign, 
the world muft know that Lord Darnley 
was murdered, and when under the C^een's 
immediate care ; this, of courfe, and by the 
underhand pra£lices of the confpirators, 
threw the load of this execrable affair full 
upon her, 

. Thus the circumftances attending the 
death of Lord Darnley, which, with the 
i^een's enemies, have been held up as 
ftrong evidence of her being the author of 
it, when judged of according to the prin-» 
ciples of common fenfe^ appear to be alto- 
gether 
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gether irreconcilable with any ration^- -'^ 

plan which Ihe could have devifed for that '' 'r 
*^ ■ »j^ * 

end. On the contrary, when deliberately ,*, 
confidered, they, in om apprehenfion, 
afibrd an invincible argument of her innor 
cence, and abfolute ignorance of it ; while 
at the iame time they lead to the ftrongeft 
prefumption, that the plan of Lord Dam- 
ley's aflaffinadon, with all its circumflancet 
pf horror, wa8 framed, devifed> and exe- 
cuted by the Earl of Murray and his afib- 
ciatee, to pave the way for her deftru^oii 
^nd their ufuipatioo. 
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CH A P. V. 

Xbe ConduS and Proceedings of Murray and 
biiConfedtretefJubfequetU to the Murder of 
. Jjord Damley. — BotbvjeW t Trial and Jic' 
^iltal by the Management of the Conjhde^ 
ratet.T-Murray and bis AJhciatei Condn^ 

. in inducing the ^ecns Marriage with 
Botbwell, — Forgery of the Confederates 
ieteBed. — Apology fi^ the Siueen's Mar-^ 
riage. — Treaty at Carherry Hill. — Her 
Surrender ^ and Imprifonment in Locbleven^ 
and BotbwelPs Retreat to tbe Cajlle of 
Dunbar. 

\Ji7 E proceed to examine the conduft of 
Murray and his alTociates fubfequent 
to Lord Darnley's murder. 

The King was murdered upon the morn- 
ing of the loth of February, On the pre- 
ceding 
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vcediog day» the Etrl of Murray crofle4 
the Forth, in his way to his caftle of St 
Andrew's. On the road, attended with 
one con^dent fervant only, his bofom is fo 
overcharged with the great event that was 
then in agitation, that, unable to contain 
himfelf, he burlls out into thofe ominous 
words : " This night, ere morning. Lord 
** Darnley fliaU lofc his life *." Thus the 
criminal, in fpite of caution, often diicoT«c 
himfelf. 

A few 

• Lefiy's Ddence, AnJerroii, vol. i. p, 75. 

Tbe^ifliop thus addiefles Murray : " Is it unkaown, 
^ think ye, Erie of Murray, what lihe Lord Herries 
J* (aid to your" face openly, even at your bwin table, a 
*( few days after die murder was conmitted ? Did he 
f* not charge yo« with the fereknoiriege of the ^me 
" murder ?^That you, riding in Fife, and coming;, 
** with one of your moft alTured truffy fervanti, tbc 
^ faid day wharein you departed from Edinburgh, 
" faid to h™ a«o»g -ether talk. This night, «re moni- 
f ing, the Lord Darnley fliall lofe his life." Bifbop 
Lefiy's Defence, as mentiooed before, was compiled 
by him from materials furniQied by the Lord Herries. 
This challenge, then, given to Murray, rpiiyXts^wmtA 
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A few days after the murder, Murray 
returns to court. There he remains for 
the fpace of two months, joins in all the 
Coundls during that time, and is in Arid: 
intimacy with the Earl of Bothwell. — Let 
us flop and confider a littte. 

Upon lefs important occafions, Murray 
was in ufe not to fit idle. On the Queen's 
intended marriage, he rofe in rebellion to 
Qppofe it. Soon after, he joined in the 
confpiracy to affaflinate Rizzio. On the 
prefent occafion, the murder of the King, 
he remains perfeftly quiet. The univerfal 
report loads Bothwell with the murder. 
Papers polled up in the raoft public parts 
of the city, point out him and his friends 
by name, as the chief aftore in it, Murray 
is itill filent. - 



as coming from the mouth of Lord Herries himrelf, 
and it appears never to have been contradifled. The 
authority therefore is unqucftionablc. Anderfon, vol. i. 
Preface, p.iv, , 
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The Edrl of Lennox, the late King's 
Either, loudly accufes Bothwell, and de- 
mands that he may be brought to a public 
tnal. 

Does Murray roufe himfelf to fupport 
the Earl of Lennox, his relation, in fo juft 
a caufe ? No ! he takes the oppoiite fide. 
He gives his whcJe aid to ftifle juftice ! 
The trial and acquittal of Bothwell being 
planned and concerted, Murray then fets 
off for France, leaving- his trufty confede- 
rates, Morton, Lindfay, Lethington, and 
their afTociates, to perform, as we fhall fee, 
their active parts in the drama. 

Did he really believe Bothwell innocent ? 
Was he from his heart the real friend of 
Bothwell at this time ? "Was the inveterate 
enmity, which had conftantly fubfifted till 
that period between Murray and his an- 
cient foe, whom he had twice driven Into 
banifiiment, then extinguiihcd and forgot ? 
No! 
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No ! it only lay covered — Manet altd 
'nente repoftum. Hk vengea&Ge lay fmo-' 
tfaered, ready to burft out ag^aft his foe on 
a proper occafion. But Bothwell was here 
but the fecondary obje^ The net was 
fpread for 'the Queen, to involve her in 
ruin with Bothwell ! 

In the above interval, between Darnley's 
murder and Murray's leaving the king- 
dom (fap Bilhop Leily), the whole plan 
was concerted by him and his confederates ; 
not only of Bothwell's trial and acquittal, 
but of his fubfequent marriage with the 
Queen, in order to ruin them both. 

The firft ftep of the party, in their plan, , 
was to raife the fufpicion of the people, and 
to dired it full againft the Earl of Bothwelt 
and the Queen, as guilty of the King's 
murder. For tins purpofe, hand-bills or 
placards are clandeftinely pafted up io fe' 
veral places of the city, accufing Bothwel! 
and 
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xnd the Queen as confenting to the murder. 
That thefe bills came from Murray and 
hU ajlbciates, there is fcarce a doubt. While 
Bothwell himfelf, Huntly, Argyle, Sir 
James Balfour, and others, the known 
Abends at that time of the Queen and him, 
are pointed out by name, there is not the 
finalleft hint thrown out in thefe clandeftine 
papers that glances at Murray, Morton, 
Ltildfay, or any of their party. 

This meafure having produced its fiUl 
efied, the next fiep was more bold, and 
required the greateft addrefs. This was, 
after having raifed the cry againft BoCfairell, 
to bring, him to public trial for the King's 
murder, and by collulioa to have him ac" 
quitted. 

This was fo ftrong a meafure, aa muft of 

neceffity have thrown reflcdlions upon every 

perfon who fhouid have an a^ve hand ia 

it. And here the Reader is defired to re- 

coUea 
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colleft the part^ which, according to fhtf 
plan laid down for him hy Lethiagton, in 
the caftle of Craigmlllar» Murray was to 
play : he was. to behold the prodeediogs 
of his &iends, without taking ari a^ive 
Jhare in them. This part he laithftilly 
keeps up to. He had withdrawn from the. 
ftage the day before Lord Darnley's mur- 
der ; and matters being now ready for open- 
ing a new fcencj the rfiocfc trial, of Both-. 
well, he again begs leave to retire *. 

The 

• It may not be improper to give the Reader 3 view 
of the principal officers, and other chief perfons, who, 
«nder Murray, Bothwcll, and Morton, managed ttk£ 
tffairs of the ftate at this time. 

Sir Richard Maitland of Lctbington,' Lord Privy 
Beal. 

His fon William Maitlandj Principal Setrctat^ of 
State. 

Lord Linderay. 

Mr. Robert Richardfon, Commendatoc of St. Mary 
Ifle, Lord High Treafurer, 

Mr. John Spence, Lord Advocate. Ketlh, p. 378. 
; Sir James B^four, Lord Clerk Rcgifter. tbU. 
- Sir John Bellendcn, Lord Juftice Clerk. Ibid. 

Mr. 
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The general report having loaded Both- 
Well with the murder of Darnley, the Earl 
of Lennox, by feveral letters^ addrefled the 
Queen, to bring Bothwell and other fu-* 
fpeded 

Mr. Adim Bothwell, the Proceftant Bilhop of 
Orkney. 

Mr. Robert Pitcairn, Abbot of Dumfermlltie. 

Mr. James MacgiU and Mr, ttenrjr Balnavesj Lordt 
oF Scffioh. 

There were all clofely attached to Mutray. They 
were the junto who managed Bothwell's trials and 
afterwards joined Morton in his rebellion* and im- 
prifoning the Qiieen in Lochlcven. They com* 
jSofed Murray's fecret council. Ktithf p. 452. And 
laftly, they accompanied Murray and Morton to 
England, and, together with George'BuCtianan, were 
their alBllants in their accuration and proceedings 
againft the Queen at York and Wefiminfler. Ander- 
Jftti vol. iv. p. 35. GioJailt val. it, p. 109' 

The following a£b fhew the high degree of power 
and favour thefo leaders enjoyed under the Qiicen. . 

In the parliament held on the 14th of April, two 
days after Bothwell's trial, we iind the following 
grants : 

I. Ratification of the earldom of Murray, and other 
lands, to the Earl of Murray. 

Vol. II. H a. Riti- 
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fpe&ed perrons to tri^ *. The Queen ac- 
cordingly gives orders for trying Bothwell,, 
as guUty of the murder ; and, by a letter c^ 
the 24lii of March, requefts Lennox to 
repair to Edinburgh, with his friends, the 
approaching week f. 

After this we find the Earl of Murray 
prefeht at court, and affifting in council, 
until the 9th day of April, two days before 
Bothwell's trial was to proceed, when, 
having obtained leave of the Queen, he de- 
parted for France. Having lent his aflift- 
ance in preparing matters for Bothweirs 
trial, which was foon to follow, he leaves 
tus faithful adors, Mortim and Lethington, 
to perform the aflive part of the drama. 

On the '28th of March, .we find the 
Queen defiring the advice of her nobles 

• Keith, p. 372. + Ibid. p. 373. 

2. Ratification to Sir Ricliard Maitland, the Secre- 
tary's father, of the barony of Blyih, 

3. Ratificatton to the Earl of Morton. Ketth, 

3 and 
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and privy council ; aod the i& of coundl 
of th^ da]^ ordains trial to be taken againil 
Botbwel]« upon tbe .12th day of April 
following *, before the High Court of JuC- 
ticiary at Edinburgh. Befidet the above 
letter of the Queen to Lennox, of the 24tU 
of March, defiring his immediate prefence, 
.^with his friends, at Edinburgh, the zSi 
^ direds public intimation to be made to the 
Earl^ to attend on the faid 1 2th of April, 
the day of trial, 

Lennox, in tonfequence of thefe inti- 
mations, fets out from his houfe near 
Dumbarton, which was but forty miles 
diftant from Edinburgh, and comes to 
Stirling ; from whence he writes to the 
Queeii upon the nth of April, the very 
night before the trial, excuiing himfelf for 
not appearing there, on account, as he 
pretends, of his falling lick on his jour- 
ney ; at the fame time he complains of the 

• Kekh, p. 374. ■ 

H % Jhortnefs 



r:,9,N..<ib, Google 



100 INQOIRY iato the Evidence 

fiiortnels of time allowed him for conven- 
ing his friends, and requells the day of 
trial to be adjourned. This Hidden change 
and refolution of the Earl of Lennox coming 
father t;oo late, the trial notwithftanding 
did proceed. 

I make no fcruple to afiirm, that the 
whole procedure refpeifling the trial of the 
Earl of Botnwell, appears to be the refulc 
of a premeditated fcheme, contrived to 
have him acquitted, aud the whole managed 
by Morton, Lindfay, and others of Mur- 
ray's party. The Earl of Argyle, in right 
of his hereditary office of Lord Juftice 
General, prefided at the trial ; but, as the 
cuftom was, aflcflbrs or affiftante, of whom 
the moft part were lawyers, were appointed 
to fit in judgment with him. The affiftant 
judges appointed for the trial were the four 
following perfons : The Lord Lindfay, one 
of the principal confpirators with Morton 
in the murder of Rizzto; the Abbot of 
Dunferm- 
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Dunfermline ; Mr. James Macgill, and 
Mr. Henry Balnaves, Lords of Seffion ; 
the whole four known confidents of Murray 
and Morton, and the perfons who foon 
after accompanied their patrons, Murray 
and Morton, to England, ading as com- 
miffioners in the proceedings againft their 
Sovereign for this vtery murder, of which 
they now were pleafed to acquit Both- 
wsU *. Before thefe judges the Earl of 
Bothwell appeared in court, on the lath 
April, accompanied by his confident the 
Eairl of Morton, who flood impannelled 
with him f ; and none appearing to make 
good the charge or accufation, Bothwell 
in confequence was acquitted. It maybe 
jaid that it wa^ the jury, and not the 
judges, who here acquitted Bothwell. It 
is true, the verdifl; of the jury found him 
not guilty ; but as the Earl of Lennox had 
publicly protefted in court, that the trial 

* Anderfon, vol, iv. p. 35. and Good. vol. ii. p. 109. 
t Keiib, p, 377. 

H 3 ihould 
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ihbuld not proceed, until he could attend 
with his friends, thefe judges ought to 
have adjourned the procedure. So ended 
this mock tfial *. 

Another 

■ * Hid liCnnox with his witncfles sppe3rcd, it i; cy.«i 
feUythat the party who managed the trial were pre* 
pared with a Ihifc or contrivance fbt eluding a proof, 
by cailing the indii5iment againft Bothwell altogether^ 
as proceeding lipon a manifcft error. The indi^Hncnt 
bears, that th« murder of Darjiley was on the gth of 
F^ruary j whereas it wasa known fai9;, that ita^u- 
ally happened on.the loth of February, at two in the 
morning. Mr. Hume infinuates as much as if the 
Queen had been acceflbry to the above contrivance. 
But I apprehend the argujuejit iirifing from dii* fc£ti 
when confidercd, turns diredly the other way, and 
againft Morton, and the party who then direfted the 
trial, as we have flibwn above. Whatever the Quteii'S 
inclination- tnigbt have been,' nmely it will ntrt be be- 
lieved, that ibe was fo much converfant in the (juirki 
and' fubtletics of the law, as to Icqow that an error in 
an indii^ment would call it altogether. To whom 
then (ball we impute this contrivance ? To the officers 
of court only, ivhofe proper bufinefs it was to dired 
this matter J and who thefe officers were, we have 
already Ihown, vis. Spencc Lord Advocate, or At- 
torney 



r:,9,N..<ib, Google 



agoing Mary ^e» ^ScoTl 103 

Another ftep vtAZ necdEtry ; vUch wa^ 
to . get Both^>^eirs trial apd acquittal fo- 
lemnly riitified fay parliament. This was 
no difficidt matter ; Murray's friends ^nd 
partifans were powerful there ; they accord^ 
ingly carried through that a&ir without 
of^ofitioo. 

Having thus laboured fucceisfully to in- 
duce the Queen to the belief of the Earl of 
Bothwell's innocence, Murray, before be 
withdrew himfelf from the fccne of a^ioo^ 
.had not only planned, but had- put in mo*. 
tioa his great engine, to decoy the Querai 
into the net fpread for her deftjiidioih 
Thiswas the famous Bond, figned by the no* 
bles who had attended in parliament in favour 
of Bothwell. This Bond aflerts the Earl 
of Bothwell's. innocenee. The nobles who 



torn«y for the crowny and Sir John Bellenden, the 
Jaftice-CIcrk,^ both oftiietn^ cnatures of Murray's, 
and Toon after promoted to be members of his fecrct 
council. 

H 4 fub-. 
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fubTcribe it, .promife to , fuppoTt and ftand 
by hirtii with their lives and fortunes, and 
they with one voice recommend him to the 
Queen, as the moft proper perfon fhe could 
chufe for a hufband. It concludes thus : 
*' And in cafe any will prefume, directly or 
- *' indiredly, to hinder or difturb the fajd 
** marriage, we fhall not withftandlng' take 
** part and fortify the faid Earl (Bothwell) 
'* to the faid marriage, fo fer as it may 
•* pleafe our faid fovereign Lady to allow, 
*• and therein Ihall fpend and beftow ouf 
** lives and' goods,' againft all that live or 
" die "may, as wejljall anfwer to God, and 
** on our own fidelity and confcience, 
** And -in cafe we do in the contrary, 
'** never to have reputation or credit in 
" no time hereafter, but to be accounted 
*^ unworthy and fait hlefc traitors *." 

It is fcarcely poflible for the wit pf man 
to frame words more. binding, by every tic 

• Andcrfon, vpl. i, p, iit. 

human 
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human and divine, than thofe of the above 
Bond, or devifed with more force, to in- 
duce the Queen to beHive that this mar- 
riage was agreeable to her people : yet 
what a fhocking reflexion upon the hu- 
man heart is it, to think, that the devifers 
Xii this Bond, Morton, Lindfay, and their 
party, the ringleaders in this aflbciation,^ 
fhould, within little more than a month of 
this folemn deed, rife in arms againft their 
Sovereign, head a rebellion, dethrone and 
imprifon her, upon this very pretext, 
" That by her ungodlie and difhonorable 
** proceeding, \n'^ private marriage with 
'*■ Bothwell fuddenly and unprovifitly, it 
^' is certain ihe was privy, art and part, 
" of the inurder of the King *," 

The prefent age haS little perhaps to 
boaft, with fefpe£t to its virtue and mo- 
rals i yet, however deficient in thefe it may 

• A^ of Murray's Secret Council, Goodall, vol. }i. 
p. 64. 

be, 
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be, at leaft it feels fome fenfe erf honour 
and jhame, to which the SaturniaD age of ■ 
Elizabeth appears not to have had the 
. ftnalleft regard. — I proceed to the hiftory 
and execution of this infamous Bandy which, 
fays the Htftorian juilly, leaves a deeper 
-ftain, than any occurrence of that age, oa 
the honour and charader of the nation. 

We have fald» that before. Murray le$ 
the court, he had planned this Bond. He 
even went a Hep further, he put his name to 
it, in order to induce others of the nobility v» 
lubfcribe it. This I fliall prove by and by. 
For this purpofe Murray left die Bond in. the 
hands of his confederates, Morton and Le* 
thirigton, to be kept fecretj and to be exr 
hibited, upon a proper occafion, to be figned 
by othera of the nobility. 

This occafion foon happened. 

On the 19th of April, the parliament 

was diflblved, having firft ratified Both- 

well's 
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well's trial and acquittal. That nigfet the 
Earl of Bothwell having invited the whole 
nobles who had attended in parliament 
and ratified his acquittal, to an entertain- 
ment, fince known by the name of Awjli^s 
Supper % there, after drinking freely, the 
^irits of the company being laifed, Both* 
well and his. friends produced the Bond^ 
already figned by the Earl of Murray, and 
folicited the nobles to fign the fame. They 
had already ratified his acquittal in parlia- 
ment, and teftified his innocence ; this wa« 
but a flep further, and in his fituation, 
no doubt, Bothwell, Morton, and their al^ 
fociates, tfould infinuate the-Queen's tacit 
approbation of this meafure. The ex- 
ample being previou0y fet by Murray, and 
now by his friends, the Bond was handed 
about, and figned by the whole company, 
exciting one noblfimart, the Earl of Eg- 
Ungton, who, to his honour (according to 
the copy of die Bond in the Cotton Li- 
brary) 
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brary), fubfcribed not, but tacitly wltb. 
drew from the meeting. 

. This, according to the 'mofl authentic 
authority, is the plain, genuine htftory of 
thU famous Bond. ■. I ihall now examine 
the account given of this affiilr by Murray 
and Morton, and adopted by the writers 
oa their fide. 

Id the (letter frorti the Englifli commif- 
fitMiers. at York, nth Oftober 1568, they 
write to Queei) fUiuibeth as follows : 

The Earl of Murray, and his colleagoes^ 
** fent unto us the Lord of iMbingioun^ 
" yames Macgill^ and George Bucbanaa^ 
** ivhicbf lit private and fecret cortference 
" ivUb uSt not (IS commjjioners as tkey prd" 
** tejiedy Jbcwed unto us a copy of a Bond^ 
** bearing date the 19th of April 1567, to 
*' thQ which molt of the Lords and Conn* 
" fellors 
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" fellors of Scotland have put to their hand, 
" more from fear than any liking they had 
" of the lame : Mvhtch Bond contained two 
" fpecial points, the one a declaration of 
" Bothwell's purgation (acquittal) of the 
" murder of Lord Darnley, and the other 
** a general confent to his marriage with 
" the Queen, as the law and her own 
" liking fliould allow. And yet in proof ■ 
*' that they did it not willingly, they pro- 
" cured a warranty yihich waa fliown to us, 
" bearing date the 1 9th of April, Jigned 
•* with the Recti's band^ whereby ftie gave 
" them licenfe to agree to the fame ; 
*' affirming, that before they had fuch 
*' warrant, there was none of them that 
" did or would fet to their hands, faving 
•* oijly the Earl of Huntly."— It proceeds 
thus : ** The Parliament was the occafion 
** that fo many Lords were aflembled, 
** which being all invited to a fupper by 
** Bothwell, were induced, after fupper, 
*' more for fear than otherways, to fubfcribe 
«to 
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" to the laid Bood, two hundred faarkebu- 
*? fiers being; in the court and about the 
*• chamber door where they flipped, which 
* were all at Bothwell's devotion ; which 
** the faid Lords fo miHiked, that moft of 
** them left the town by four of the clock 
V next morning, without ta^g leave." 

Such is the tale told by Murray and hia 
party to the Engliih commiffioners at York, 
By Letbingtonf and George Buchanan, A tale 
falfe in every particular (as we fliall prove), 
jnd fupported by a moft daring forgery, 
the Queen's warrant and confeat, which, 
though mentioned In the above letter, was 
fuppreiled after this, and withdrawn by 
Murray, and did not venture to Ihew its^ 
&ce through the whole courfe of the conr 
ferences before Queen Elizabeth and her 
commiiConers and Queen Mary's commif- 
fioners at Weftminfter. 

At York this paper, we fee, is fliewn by 

Lethington and Buchanan to the Englifh 

commif- 
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commiffioners, privately^ and in fecret con- 
ference^ not as commijfionersy as they pro- 
telled. This caution is very remarkable. 
We fliall fee their reafons for it. 

Queen Elizabeth, after this, calling the 
eoramiffioners oa both lides to attend her 
Council at WeEhninfter, there, as has been 
related, the whole evidences which could 
infer the leaft prefumption of guilt agunft 
Queen Mary, are produced by Murray. 
This very material writing, the vsarrmt 
importing the ^eetii confent to the Nobles 
for figning the Bond, will, no doubt, be 
bought to have figured conipicuouily in 
the black lift of evidences th«:e produced 
againft her, which are particularly enume- 
rated and firt down in the Journals of the 
proceedings at Weftmiafter; yet, to our 
aflonifliment, no fuch paper, from firft to 
lail, during the whole courfe of the con- 
fermces, appears. This is a ftriking fad. 
Let VB account for Murray*8 keeping back 
and 
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and fupprefling £0 material a piece of evt' 
dence in hit favour, which had been ihewn 
(privately indeed) at York. 

The credibility of Mary's pretended 
Love-letters, which were produced by the 
rebels, depended entirely on Murray and 
Morton's own affirmation, which could 
not be direiftly refuted, while Mary Was 
denied to fee, or have copies of them. It 
was a different matter with regard to this 
paper, called the Queen's Confent to ther 
Bond. If the Queen had ever figned fuch a 
writiDg,itmufthavebeenknown to the whole 
Nobles: it was ajuftification of them for 
figning the Bond, and a direct evidence of 
the Queen's approbation of their doing fo. 
— If otherways, if the writing was falfe, 
what would have been the confequence of 
Murray's openly producing fo barefaced a 
piece of impofition ? No other than this, 
that Mary's commlffioners then at Lon- 
don, the Bifliop of Rofs, the Lords Boyd, 
Living- 
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Livingfton, and Herriesi who all had 
figned the Bond, muft inftantly have got 
notice of, and would publicly have de- 
teifted this notorious forgery. 

Befides, to Have produced fuch 3 paper, 
would have been an appeal for the truth of 
their ftory to the whole Scottifii Nobility, 
who had figned the Bond of aflbciation. 
Such, therefore, of Murray's adherents, 
who had joined with him upon honeft 
principles, and in the belief of his finceri- 
ty, muft, from fo impudent an impofition, 
have feen his views, and the bafe means 
by which he profecuted his defign ; and 
muft therefore have expofed and abandoned 
him. Here the eagernefs of the forger, as 
in the aft of Privy Council *, was, upon 
fecond thought, prudently reftxained ; as 
this experiment was judged too dangerous 
to be ventured upon, where fo many 

• Ftdefupra, p. 82, tt/tq. 
Vol. II, I witneffes 
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witnefles would have dete£Ud the hat' 
pofture* 

To clofe tbe whole matter, this for§cry# 
the Queen's warrant or confent to the 
Nobles to iign the Bond, was fina^y fup- 
prefled, even by Buchanan faimfelf, in his 
Hiftory, publifhed a few years afterwards y 
who contradids the whole ftory told by 
him and Lethiagton at York, as mentioned 
above. I ihall fet down his words in at 
fiote *. There he, in exprefs words, affirms^ 
that 

"* Bothuenus notnles emiics rttprrmi- ordinis qu^ 
aderanC (aderant autem pcrmulti) ad coenam invttat. 
Ibi falutit ad bilaritatim ammit omnium, in frmftntts 
euUm patibcty at cum Regina embirrt nufiiet, UbtlU 
quam ta dt re cnnfecerat, ilU fuhfcrtbirent, id Jihiy et ad 
princlpls veluntatem conciliandum utilf, tt apud ttrteriT 
hsmtnts hmtrifcuin fiiturum. Ke tam fubita'«t inopi- 
nau, omoes attonitij cum ncque msflitiam diffimulare 
poflent, nee abnuere quod pctitum c&t audercn^ 
paucis qui Reginx animum exploratum habebant, 
pnceuntibus reliqui ignari quantus aflcntatorum Hu- 
merus foret, ' fllii ^liis fiifpci^i omRcs fubfcribunt. 
Poftridic 
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that th« yrhtAt NobjlUy, at Botbwsll*8 ea* 
tertaiament, fign^d the Bond up»i$ bit ovn 
. falicitation otffyt becaiife it might be uTeful 
to bini} and the means of prevailing widi 
die Queen to Uften to his propoCd. Upon 
which, fays our Author, th^ all figncd 
the Bond in favour of Bothwell, with<nic 
fedng any previous wridng or confent &oqi 
tb& Queen, OS ividiout any force being 

Poftnclie cum inter Se quid egiUcnf retra&rent, qni-r 
dam ingenui profcffi Cunt, niG Reginx exiftimallent 
rem gratam fore, fe nunquam Hflenfiiros: nam pre- 
terquam, quod res paruro bojiefta, et publtce damnofa 
eflet, periculum quoque fore ut li, orta difcordia, 
fiothuelius rcjiceretur, ne ipfis aliquando d^retur cri- 
mine, quad Rrginam pra£diJlint atqui ad nufti^s parum 
hettorifictt ipfam umpvUfftiit. 

Igitur dum res integra eflct, ^us vduntatem ex- 
plorvndum, fcriptumque matiu ipfiot fignatum im< 
petrandum : quo fcripto fibj, quod de nuptiii afluiv 
ab. illis eHet, gratum efle ollenderet. Id facile im- 
petratum comiti Argathelii cuftodiendum, confenfu 
omntiUB triditur. Bucban. Lib. xviii, p. 355.' 
Rod. 

I 3 tUTed. 
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ufed. Buchanad addsy that the next day, 
the NoblcB} on refleding that it might 
afterwards be laid to their charge, that they 
had betrayed the Queeo, and campdled her 
into an . infamous marriage^ foUcited and 
obtained a -writing under her hand, ex- 
preffing that what they had done was 
jtgreeable to her. Thus Buchanan diret^Iy 
confutes hi'8 former ftory^ told by him at 
York, of the previous confent of the 
Queen fliewn to the Nobles before they 
figucd the Bond. 

■ As to this latter •writings which Bu- 
chanan fays the Lords folicited from the 
Queen, the next day after' they had figned 
the Bond in favour of Bothwell, Buchanan 
is in a grofs miftake. That writing is ftill 
extant, and is annexed to the copy of the 
Bond in the Cotton Library ; it bears date 
the 13th of May, near a month after the 
date of the Bond at Bothwell's fupper, 
wMch 



r:,9,N..<ib, Google 



egttiafi Mary ^een- of Scots. 117 

which was the 19th of April *. The faft is 
this: On the eve of the Queen*s marriage, 
the 1 3th of May, the Nobles who had beea 

* For the fatlsfaftion of the reader, the following la 
a copy of the above writing, which is annexed to Ct-i 
cil's copy of the Nobles Bond in the Cotton Library ;■ 
with this title : " To this (Bond) the Queen gave her 
*' confent t ^^ night before her marriage, whill: was 
*' on the 14th day of May and year forlaid, in this 
« form; 

** The Queen's Majellic having ften and confi'i 
*' dercd the Bond above written, promittis updn the 
" word of a Princefs, that flie nor her fucceflbrs fall 
** nevir impute as a cryme or offence to any of the 
*' pcrConis fubfcryvours thairof, thair confent and fub- 
** fcriptioun to the matter above written, thaiiin con- 
*' tcinit, nor that thay, nor thair heirs, fall iievir be 
** callit nor accufic thairfor, nor zit fall the faid con- 
*' fent be any derog^tioun nor fpell to thair honour, nor 
" thay eilcimit undcutifull fubjefls for doing thairof, 
" not wit branding whatfomcvir thing can tend qr be 
" allegit in the contrary." Cotton Lib. Calig, C. i. 
folio I. 

f The tenor of the paper Oiewi the dircA contrary, and 
that Ibe gava no Confent to the Nobles to Ago the Boad, 
though the pardoned them afterwards for figoiog ii. 

1 3 induced 
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induced hy Murray and hU party, and by 
the felicitation tif BothWell, to fign the 
above infamous Bond, being afraid of being 
afterwards called to account for joining in 
the vile alTociation, prevailed on the gentle 
difpolltion of the Queen, &t the favourable 
minute, vrhen to her it appeared that the 
marriage was agreeable to her people, to 
fign a writing, not, as Buchanan falfely fays^ 
expre£ng, that their iigntog the Bond of 
aflbciation was agreeable to her, but grant- 
ing a pardon to them for any challenge or 
SccuTation that might afterwards be brought 
againft them for feducing and betraying het 
into that marriage. 

Here the truth burfts out, 

if the Queen had figned a previous con- 
fent or warrant to the Noble? to fign the 
Bond, there could have been no occafion 
for them to have folicited (as Buchanan is 
forced to cfenfefs) from her A pardon for 
their figning the Bond, at the diftance of 
a month 
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a month after, as the writing it&lf, oa 
r«:ord, &ews. 

From the wkole chnn of evidence, which, 
from the mouths of the confederates them- 
felyee, dearly dcteQs as grofs a forgery as 
ever was impofed on the public, I can 
fcarce imagine there are anyperfons, but 
fuch as are refolved to fhut their eyes 
again& the light, who will not fee the bafe 
pra<aice8 aod forgeries of thofe men, who 
were combined againft their unfortunate 
Sovereign, to deftroy her, and to ufurp the 
government of her kingdom. 

I have been more full in the inTeftigation 
<^ this matter, whidi appears to me to have 
efcaped the obfervation of the writers on 
the Queen's fide, as it proves, to demon- 
ilration, a foul attempt made by Murray 
and his confederates (though privately, and 
for good reafons, afterwards buried in 
fikace), by a manifeft forgery, to cut off 
I 4 froia 
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from her, the ftrong evidence of her being 
led into the fatal marriage with the Eatl of 
Bothwell, by the felicitation of her whole 
Nobility. This attempt has been revived 
by Dr. Robertfoa and Mr. Hume, who, 
from the facne ground, have made a very 
formidable attack againft the Queen; but 
as they have eredled their battery upon the 
foundation of the Queen's previous confent, 
now proved to be a falfehood, the whole 
bafelefs fabric muft fmk to the bottom, and 
lie buried ^nder its own ruins. 

As to the flo^-y recited by Dr. Robertfon, 
as told by Sir James Melvill, that he 
fhewed the Queen a letter from feveral of 
her friends in England, reprefenting what 
would be the fatgl effei^s of her marriage 
with Bothyvell, which fhe difregarded ; and 
that fhe, communicating the matter to the 
Earl, obliged Melvill to leave the court for 
fpme time ; it will be obferved, that Mel- 
vill likewife aflerts, that Lord Herries re- 
monArated 
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monftrated to the Queen againft the marriage, 
which,he fays, was before flie went to Stirling 
on the 2 2d of April. Now, as to this laft fadt, . 
,\ve have convincing evidence to the contrary. 
The Bond of aflbciation of the Nobility was 
figned by Lord Herries amongft the reft, 
and we find him a witnefs to the marriage 
articles which foon followed. Dr. Ro- 
bertfon allows, *' That, perhaps, Melvill 
*' may have committed fome miftake as to 
*' what regards Lord Herries." He adds, 
** He could not well be miftafcen with regard 
*' to what himfelf did." True, indeed, 
Melvill could not there miftake; but a 
penfionary of Queen Elizabeth *, and the 
profe{re4 

• Sir John Melvill, the father of Sir James, was 
condemned, anno 154.8, by the Scots Parliament, for 
carrying on a treafonable correfpondence with the 
EngliOi court. 

The Ton laid claim to their favour on the fame ac- 
count. 

Sir James, when in France, was gracioufly taken 

into the Queen'g fervicej yet, at this very time, ho 

privately engaged in the fcrvice of Sir NichpJas 

Throgmoj. 
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profefled friend and apologift of Murray, 
could invent the whole from his own brain. 



Thfogmorton the Engliih Ambaflador at Paris, from 
whom he obtained a letter of rccomtnendation to S«> 
cretary Cecil in the following words: "I have not 
** found," fays Throgmorion, *' any in my opinion 
** fb meet to be ufed and entertained for the ^uten't 
•* Adajtflfi ftrvicty as Jamet Melvill •." For thefe 
fervicei he obtained a petition from Queen £liza<> 
betb. — While bis brother. Sir Robert, aded as the 
Queen's Ambaffador and Rejident at London, our 
author James had attached himfelf clofely to Murray. 
When the laft became Regent, Melvill openly joined 
(bat party againC. the Queen. When he heard of 
Murray's having left France in bis return to Scotland, 
be was deputed by them to meet him with their con- 
gratulations at Berwick ; and was in great confidence 
«nth Murray f ; ^nd continued in the party in Lennox 
and the other Regent's time {, in oppolltion to the 
Queen, who had TBiCed him and his family, after hit 
fdiher's tnafon and forfeiture. — The learned and in- 
dudrious Goodall has brought unqueftionable proof 
of Melvill's duplicity and under-hand dealing againft 
Queen Mary. See his Preface to fir{l volume. 



• GoodsH, Preface, p. i8. 

f Memotn, Gtafgow edition, p. 196. 

t Ibid. p. zoj. 
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to vindicate the party, and to fhow his 
Dwa importatice, as he has done upon 
Other occafioQSt 

I now procesd to lay open a new and 
danng piece of villany, as artful and deep 
in its contrivance, and as bold in the execu- 
tion, as ever was attempted. 

And, in the firfl place, it is allowed by 
all parties, that the Earl of Bothwell, by 
his own wdght or influence, never could 
have induced the Nobles to fign the above 
Bond. And fw the- ftory told by Letbing- 
ton and Buchanan, and adopted latterly by 
Dr. Robertfon, of Bothwell's intimidating 
them, by furrounding the houfe with armed 
men, it is totally incredible, that in the 
midft of the city of Edinburgh, Bothwell 
could have compelled the whole Lords of 
Parliament to fign this writing contrary to 
their will. Had this even been the cafe, 
would they not have retraced their confent 
the moment they got out of his power F 
This 
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This they never did. Mr. Hume, willing 
enough to adopt any faft againft Mary,' is 
alhamed to countenance this abfurd tale -of 
the Nobles being intimidated by force to 
fign the Bond, and therefore omits it alto- 
gether. Even Buchanan himfelf, as we 
have feen, repudiates the ftory, as formerly 
told by Lethington and himfelf at Ydrk, 
and in his Hiftory, which he. gave to the 
public a few years after, he publicly retra£t3 
the whole. . . 

With refpcfl: to the Earl of Murray, his 
influence snd power over the whole king- 
dom, at this time, was unrivalled. Be- 
fides his affinity to the Queen, being her 
natural brother, Murray was at the head of 
the whole Reformers, both Clergy and 
Laity : and by the influence of the for- 

. mer, the body of the people were at his 
devotion. At this time, too, he was, and 

. fmce.Rizzio's death had conftantly been, 
pt the head of the Queen's Councils. 

We 
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We have already feen his conduit, and 
traced his fteps, to the trial and acquittal of 
Bothwell, when he thought proper to re- 
tire from the fcene of afliion, leaving to his , 
bold and trully aflbciates to follow out the 
plan he had laid down. 

. Before Murray retired, he faw the mine 
dug for the Queen's deftru£tion. He faw 
the train laid for decoying and precipitat- 
ing her into the difaftrous marriage with 
Bothwell, by the infamous Bond which 
himfelf had devifed, for the Nobles to joia 
in addreffing the Queen to take that fatal 
fiep. He well forefaw, that the Earl of 
Bothwell, by himfelf, would have had nei- 
ther weight nor influence with the Nobles 
to perfuade them to iign fuch a Bond. Mur- 
ray's power and influence, alone, was equal 
to that attempt. He gave it accordingly. 

He could not himfelf, confiftently with 

his plan, be on the Ipot lo adl openly in the 

i' afiair- 
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affair. He iaw the Bond ma4e out; he 
Jigned ity and thus gave hU ih-ongeft appro- 
bation to it, and then fet out for France* 
leaving it in the hands of his able and 
trufly afTociates, Morton and Lethington^ 
and the ambitious Bothwell, their dupe, to 
be ready on a fit occafion, to be exhibited 
to the whole party of Miuray's friends, and 
©there of the Nobility, to be figned by their 
example. ^ 

I- mean to enter more particularly into 
the hiftory of this Bond of the Nobles, 
virhich the writers on both fides have 
hitherto confidered as very myfterious and 
obfcure. Dr. Robertfon obferves, that 
amidil all the altercations of the two parties, 
this unworthy tranfaSion is feldom men- 
tioned. ** Confdous, on both fides," fays 
he, " that in this particular their conduQ: 
" could ill bear examination, and would 
"redound little to their fame, they always 
lo ** touch 
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•* toudi upon it unwillingly, and feem do- 
** iirous that it fbouM remaia in darkcKls, 
** or be buiied in oblivion." 



The ongina! Bond iifelf is now lofl. 
What remains of it, are two copies, one 
of which, attefted by Sir James Balfour, 
is in the Scots Cc^Iege at Paris ; the other 
copy, atubeaticated by Secretary Cecil, ia 
preferred in the Cotton Library. Thefe 
two copies agree verbatim m the words 
of the Bond, hut difier materially from eacb 
Other, in the names of the fubfcribers to 
the Bond, Cecil's copy containing ieverat 
names which are fupprelTed in that of Sir 
James Balfour. As I hare already g^ven 
the hiftory of the ori^nal Bond from it* 
date and fabfcription, I fhall now foUow 
k out, together with that of each of the 
two copies, in order to eftabli& the propel 
degree of credit to be given to thefe laft. 
And as ^e perfca who makefr the principal 
figare 
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figure in this affair is Sir James Balfour, 
I fliall give the outlines of the character df 
this extraordinary perfon. 

Amongft the characters of that flagi- 
tious age, none comes forward with a bolder 
ftep than Sir James Balfour. As a lawyer, 
his knowledge appears to have been con- 
fiderable. As a politician, he was bold, 
acute, artful, and unprincipled. By his 
addrefs, and by the benignity of the 
Qiieen, he was made one of the Supreme 
Judges, and rofe to be Prefident of the 
Court of Seffion. Macgill, who was Lord 
Regifter, beirtg baniflied the kingdom as 
acceffory to Rizzio's affaflination, Balfour, 
by the favour of the Queen, fucceeded to 
him in that high office. He was by Murray 
and Lethington taken into their Secret 
Councils at the Caflle of Craigmillar. He 
framed, and ingrofled with his own hand, 
the bond or indenture for taking off Lord 
Darnley, 
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XhttHtf *, aod Wfi9 luunfalf in the feccet of 
that bonid nutrder f. Oa BothweU s com* 
lag into fftTour, he attached himfelf cloCelf 
to bun. And ffsa appoioted hie Deputy- 
governor of the Caftle of Edinburgh. 

On Morton's rifing in arms againft the 
Queen and Bothwell, Bs^our turned ag^nft 
his beoefa^orp, joined Morton and hU 
part^, .and ^re his aid in driving them 

&«m ^e ca{>iital- 

Bothwell Jwd kspx hk moft valuable 
pa^en in a green velvet deflc in the Caftle, 
io which was the indenture for the taking 
off the Lord Darnley, and likevrife tbs 
Bond tigned by the Nobility, recommend- 
ing Bothwdl a$ a proper JppuTe to the 
Queen* Batfour now broke <3f>en Both- 

* Onniflon^i confeffiotij Anion's Trials. 

t .AflderioB, v<A, L FKcTaee, p. 6^.}n-MdaSlt 
p. 1911 193. 

Vol. II. K weiri 
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well*8 repofitory committed to his charge^ 
and made himfelf mafter of thofe papers *- 
A full copy of the Bond, vrith the fub- 
fcriptions, he put into the hands cd" his new 
friends^' 

' Could Murray and his aflbciates have 
fupprefled the Bond altogether, it would 
have been their wifh; hut the fads 
regarding this important Bond .ware (6 
recent, and fo univerlally known to the 
'whole Nobility, that they rather chofe a 
plan to fcounteraft the force of its teftimony 
in favoiit of the Queeii : that was by forge-*' 
ing the writing already mentioned, import- 
ing the Queen's confent and warrant to thd 
Nobility to figti the Bond. In the manage- 
ment of this affair^ \kyQxi6\tA Buchanan y as 
we have feen, makes a principal figure. 

• Walflngham's letter to Randolph, Cotton Lib. 
Calig. fidio 6. Goodad's Preface- to Balfour's Prac- 
tices. . 

The 
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The Bond, and this confent, are put into 
his hands*, to fhewand explain them to 
the Engliih commiflioners at York. I again 
heg leave to recite their words. In their 
letter to Queen Elizabeth they thus write : 
" They (Buchanan and Lethington) {hew- 
" ed us a copy of a Bond, to which moft 
"^ part of the Lords and Counfellors have 
" .put to their hands.'* By thus mention- 
ing in general^ that moft of the Lords and 
Counfellors had figned the Bond, the par- 
tieularfubfcriptions^ we fee, are kept out of 
view. By this management their prefent 
purpofe was fervcd : but they had a more 
accurate and ftrift fcrutiny ftiU to under- 
go. 'Queen Elizabeth defired to have the 
conferences to proceed under her own 
eye, ani undet the management of Cecil. 

- * Buchanan was at this time cuflodiary of thofe 
papers,' for the purpofe of exhibiting them at York, 
and was wtiting, at that very time, his infamous 
Libd, or DeteSion, againft the Qiieen, which was 
publiflied in- London foon after. 

K 2 They 
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Thef are accordingly adjourned from 
York to Weftminfter. A new «q>edieitt 
was now to be thought of» with fCf^ to 
the Bond, and Us concomitant, the pre- 
tended confcnt of the Queen for figning it. 
Thefe papers ^ould not beat tht lights 
they tnufl not now be expofed before 
fuch acute cxamibers a^ Queen Elizabeth 
and Cecil. They accordingly are kept 
back, and during the courfe of the con- 
ferences at Weftminfter they never arc 
mentioned ; nor did this famous Bondj or 
confent of the Queen, ever make their ap- 
pearance before the commiiEionen there. 
The penetrating Cecil faw the deligo, -and 
likewife the reafon, of tbds fuppreiEon, and 
gave way to it *. As a friend, howevw, 
he defired to Jee the Boad| which he knew 

* The public owes the firft dtCcovcry of tbis mafler- 
piece c^ fraud to the karncd Mr. Whitaker, who, 
with great acutencfe, has penetrated Murray's fcbeoie, 
and clcarljr dete£ted the w^ole fcene of ini^itjh i 
follow Mr. Wbitaker in this inrefljgation. 

had 
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bad beea privately ihewn to the EngUfh. 
eomitiifiioners at York* Here a new per-* 
Ion makes his appearance on the ftage: 
^obn Ready the amattttenfit of Buchanan^ 
who had the charge of the writings*, is 
fent to Secretary C«cil with a copy of 
the Bond, but without the fubfcnptions. 
Cedl, however, vras not to be impofed 
upon, a& the coromiinoners at York had 
been. He law the intended fraud, aiid 
Murray's contrivance for concealing his 
own fubfcripticn. Murray wag ftiU in the 
hands of a friend. Cecil takes the copy 
of the Bond from John Read, written, as 
it bears, in his own band: the fubfcrip-' 
dons, however, are wanting. Cecil is de- 

• John Read, in the MS. of C»lderwood*s Hiftory 
in the Univerfity Librarjr at ' GlafgoVt i* thut de- 
figned, ** Servitor and Writer to Mr. George Bu- 
*' chanao." 

The MS. tranflation of Buchanan's Hifbry, alfo 
at Crialgoiir, is fajd to have been roa^ ** by Joh« 
** Read Efquyar, Servitor and Writer to Mr. G. 
** BucbaiuHi." Wbiuker, v(4. ii. p. 244' 

K 3 firous 
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firous to fee them j yet to call for them, , 
was to put Murray on iis guard, and 
would not anfwer the end *. Tliey who 
bad fiippreffed, might vary and omit. — He 
muft a<a (to ufe the words of Mr. Whica- 
ker, whom I follow) to the prefent mo- 
ment. He detains the amanueiifls. He 
qufeftions him about the fubfcriptioris. He 
makes his memory fupplyj by a lifti which 
he made him take down, what his pen had 
omitted. And in that lift, which he (Cecil) 
annexed to Read^s copy of the Bond, which 
is ftill preferved in the Cotton Library, 
there is written by Cecil's hand thus : 
" The names of fuch of the Nobility as 
" fubfcribed the Bond, fo far as John 
" Read might remember." This throws 
light on the whole. Murray's t^ame ig the 
iirft in Read's lift f. 

From whence did Read derive the 
names of the fubfcribers ? From that very 

• Whitaker, vol. ii. p. 345. t Andarfou; v«l. i. 

- copy 
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popy of the Bond which was now in his 
own cuftody, to which were annexed the 
fubfcriptioiis, and of which he had b^n 
taking a tranfcript juft before, wrthout the 
fubfcriptions. He therefore could not be 
mi^ken in the names which he mentioned 
as there. He could leaft of all be . mif- 
taken in the leading name ; the very firfl: 
at the head of the fubfcriptions. He might 
omit names that were adually there ; but 
he could not mention any as there, which 
were not fo. And he could not poflibly 
mention a Yiame, as the very firft of all 
there, which was not there at all. Yet, 
the yery^rfl name in John Read the rebel 
Secretary's lift U Murray's. This is very 
afloniihing. This is little known *j but 

it 

* It is not from w^nt of knowledge, that this im- 
porUnt faft, now Erft laid open by the penetration of 
Mr. Whitaker, has been overlooked. It is difficult 
for an honeft man to put himfclf in the lituation and 
circumfl'ances of a knave, fo as at fitH to enter into 
his plan. Murray, from his outfettiag, had wrapped 
K ^ himfelf 
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k is rery certain, and ought to be kncma 
to all. It lays open a large fce&e of vil- 
bny in that fmgular man, who afieded 
in general a charadef the very rererfe of 
whM he merited.-— **^ In this, and in all 
** his conduifl, he appears the irwft finiflied 
" hjpofirite that human vicioniilefs working 
** upon homaD wifdom has ever ei^en- 
«dered* 

" He had gone off the ftage juft as the 
" curtain drew up, at the ieizure of Mary, 
*' and at the murder of Darnley. The one 
** retirement refledks a ftrong light upon the 
** other. He went away only one day 

• Whitakcr, vol. ii. p. 343, rt ftq. 

bitnfelf clofe in his clokc of lan£lity ; he was not at 
firft fight to be delected. He was cautious and guarded^ 
in every flep. That excefs, that ftudied guardednefs, 
now betrays him. It awakens fufpicion ; it calls for a 
ntrofpeaion of thk conduft of this arth-hypocrite j and 
ire now gradually trace him through all his doubling, 
through all his mazes, until his laft nta(ter<ftroke of 
conTuminaie knavery ! 

** before 
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•* before the murder j he went away ieveral 
•' before the ftizure, 

** He then retired on the 9th c^ April, 
<* but he llgned the bond which produced 
*' the feizure before his departure ; he was 
*' therefore the fitft who figned it. So eager 
** was he to pufli on a bufinefs, of which 
•* he reaped all the advantage afterwards ; 
** and (o long had the plan been in agita- 
*^ don amoagft Murray and his aflbciates.** 

Let us return to Sir James Balfour. When 
he gave a copy of the Bond of the Nobles to 
the rebels, he took care to retain in his hands 
the original Bond. That we have Teen was 
carefully kept fecret during all the time of 
the conferences : and while the rebels were 
{>ouring in their foiged evidencea agunft 
the Queen, the Bond with the names c£ 
the Nobles, that important paper which be* 
longed to her, and would have ferved to 
. juAify her, was ftolen and kept from her 

by 
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]3j Balfour, and is now fupprefled by Mur- 
ray, the publication of \yhich, his fubfcription 
being fubjoined to it, would have pointed 
put his premeditated defign of betraying 
ber into the ill-fated marriage with Both- 
tfcjl, ' 

That Murray, I fay, for his own fake* 
{hould have fuppreffed the Bond, is not to 
be wondered atj bijt th^t Balfour, who 
owed every thing to the Queen, by whofe 
liberality he had been raifed from obfcurity 
to honour ^ntl opulence, fhould have kept 
up the Bond, and lent his aid to ruin his 
fovereign and benefai^refs, ihews fuch de- 
pravity of heart, as can only be paralleled 
by his a0bciates in that flagitious age. At 
the diflance of a dozen of years after the 
conferences in England broke up, when it 
, could be of no ufe, a copy of the Bond, 
with the omiiTion of fome of the fub- 
Icriptions to it, was fent by Balfour to 
Queen Mary, in a letter dated the 3qth of 
January 
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January 1581. About the iame time like- 
Tvife, a copy of it. was lodged in the Scots 
college of Paris, (igned and attefted by 
8ir James Balfour. This iaft copy was 
probably given by Iiim to^ the Scots college 
when in France, where he was in February 
1581, as we fee from Secretary Walfing- 
ham's letter of that date to Randolph *, 

But it may be aiked. For what reafon did 
Sir James Balfour keep up the original Bond 
with the fubfcTiptions ? This writing be- 
longed to the Queen ; why did he with- 
hold it frotn her, and now, at the diftance 
of twelve years, only fend her a copy ? As 
he appeared carefiil to have it preferved, 
why, in place of the original Bond, does he 
depofit only a copy, attefted By himfelf, 
in the Scots college ? The reafon is ob- 
vious ; he had figned the original Bond 
himfelf, which he now wanted to conceal ; 

* Cotton Lib. Caltg. C. 6. GMdall's Preface to 
Sir James Balfour's Pradices, 

he 
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he could <q>erate upon the copies that were 
to be attefled by himfelf only. 

He garbled the fubfcripdom to his miad, 
to ferve his party. 

By this means Balfour's attefted copy in 
the Scots college difTers, in the fubfcriptions, 
from Cecil's copy, from the hands of John 
Read. The names of feveral of the Lords 
which are in this laft, are fupprefled by 
Balfour in his attefted copy. Cecil's copy 
bears the name of Murray, as the firft who 
fubfcribed the Bond, as alfo that of Glen- 
cairn ; and in the inilrudions iigned by 
nineteen of the 6rft peers of Scotland, 1 2th 
of September 1568, and fent to Queen 
Mary*a Commiffioners, the names of Mor- 
ton, Sempil, Lindfay, and Sir James Bal- 
four himfelf, are all mentioned as having 
fubfcribed the Bond *. — In Sir James Bal- 
four's attefted copy, the names of his 

* Q^een Mary'sRegifter. Good^l, vol. U. p. 361. 
friends. 
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iii^nds, Murrty, Glencairn, Liadfay, and 
his own name, as we have fiud, are all 
dmitted. What faith then is to be given 
to Bal&ur*8 copy, contra&^led by fnch 
authentic evidence, the Reada: may judge. 

If it fh^l be aiked, Wliy the names of 
tbofe peers are cnnitted by Balfour, which 
ate pointedly fet down in Read's lift given 
by him to Cecil f the fame reafon may 
be given that made him fupprefs his own 
hame; they were his friends, die chi^ 
of ^he party againft the Queeiu The naiae 
ef Murray, panicnlarly, who faad left Scot- 
land ten days before - Botfawell's fupper, 
would have led to the deteflion of the pre- 
medhaledfcheme of the party. 

But why did not Balfour then Hkewife 
fupprefs his friend Morton's name in his 
copy ? For this good reafon : In January 
1581, when he feat his copy of the Bond 
to Queen Mary, and recorded it in the 
a Scots 
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Scots college, Morton had become hid 
enemy, and the enemy of att hU form'er 
friends. He had put to death Kirkaldie, and 
perfecuted to defpair and death Leth'ing- 
ton, and made Balfour himfelf take re* 
fuge In France. So that he was then de- 
(erted, and univerfally detefted by the whole 
paity. That Sir James Balfour at iiaa 
time had become his bitter enemy, we have 
a certain teftimony, from Secretary Wal- 
fingham's letter to Randolph, 3d Febru- 
ary 1580-1 J wherein he tells him» that 
Sir James Balfour is brought from France 
to produce evidence againft Morton at Ms 
trial, at this time*. 

But the Peers, in their inftrudions above 
quoted, do not mention Murray. True. 
Neither do they mention Glencairn, who 
alfo figned the Bond. The Peers, whea 
they prefented their inftruQions in Sep- 

* The time of the Earl of Morton's trial was in 
June 1581. 

tember 
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tember 1568, were not poflefled of the 
Bond. They fpoke from oiemory only, 
and they name only three' of the rebel 
party, with a general refereilce to the whole. 
' The Bond was figned -af/er /uf>per^ late, 
on the 19th, ori according to Sir Jatnes 
Balfour's attefted copy, early on the morn- 
ing of the 20th of April; animis cmmum 
ad bilaritqiem fdutis ; after drinking very 
heartily, as we at any time in. Scotland 
might explain the phrafe. The circum- 
ftance of Murray being at the time 
out of Scotland, might make the Peers 
doubtful, from memory, as tci! their feeing 
his iignature, and therefore cautious as t6 
their naming him particularly, until they 
Could do fo with more certainty. They 
foon after did fo. Soon after the con-' 
ferencea in England broke "up, the learned 
Bifhop of Rofs published his Defence of 
the Honour of his opprefled Sovereign. 
By that time the Lords of Queen Mary's 
party had got fuch intelligence of Murray's 
having 
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haring Cipitd the Bcmd, that the BUht^ ia 
bis De&oce openly addrefies Murray thu» : 
" Call you this a voluiitary aJSgoation of 
•* the regiment (govemoient) fo you Earl 
" of Murray ?" It then proceeds, " I aft 
" then as before t^you. Why, tiirough the 
*• ipecial fiitc and procurement of your fao- 
« tkm {aeant&g Morton and lindfay), was 
*^ Bodiwell aoquittfd ? 'Why did /«v, vith 
" a great number of the Nobility, move 
** further And worke the faid marria^," 
of the Queen with Botbinell, ** as nuoft 
** meete and iKccffary for your Queue? 
" Why did you, ax by your hand'VDri^og 
" ii wiii appearty proffer and promiie to 
** him your fatthfull fervice, and So her 
•• your loysU obeifance ? Why did none of 
•* aU your JbSlmn^* &c. &c. * The exaffc* 
neft of the writer, in diAinguifiiing what 
he attributes to the whole party in general, 
aatf what to Murray in particular, ienres 

* J>efeim, p. 38. 41. and -26.— Aiuierfcn, -vol. u 
to 
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to prove the accuracy of his obfervat'ions, 
an4 to give a greater certainty to all. 

In Read*8 or Cecil's lift, there is men- 
tioned the Earl of Eglinton, with a very 
particular circumftance, which fhewa the 
accuracy of the writer: The Earl of Eglinton 
(fays Read) fubfcrihed noty but flippeii 
away. Eglinton was at the fupper, but his 
name is not fet down in either <^ the lifts. 

I fhall conclude this inyeftigation of the 
hifl;ory of the Bond, and of the lifts of the 
fubfcribere of it, with another obfervatioa 
of Mr. Whitaker's, which ought to be 
weighed in the fcale ; that is, the alTertioQ 
of the nobility, the friends of Queen Mary, 
" That the maift part of the nobilitie, and 
*• principalUe of the ufurparis, gave thir 
^' confent to the Erie Bothwell," 

This laft is verified by tl^e lifts them- 
felvea *, from which the following con- 

• ThUwas fitft ebfcrved by Mr. Whitaker, vol, ii, 
P- 353- 

Vol, JI, L dufiona 
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clufions refult, the importance of whicft 
muft ftrike every attentive Reader, ifl; 
The amazing influence and weight vrfaich 
Murray at this time mull have had. sdly^ 
That the Jeadipg fteps to the Que^i's 
difaftr^ma ftianiage with BothweUi were 
deviTed an4 brought about by Murray and 
hid coctfederates, a» is proved by the pre- 
ceding evMcnce. 

■ It is no wonder then, that, according to 
Dr. Rohertfon's oWervation, thofe nobles 
who had figned this fatal Bond, Qiould 
ftudioufly avoid fpeaking of it. Yet kt it 
alfo be remarked, that when they thought 
therafelves obliged to do it, they declare 
the truth, that Her Majefty was induced 
(o confent to the marriage, by the Bond 
fubfcribed by moft ^ them, and princi- 
pally by the ufurpers *. No wonder they 
felt remorfe in refleding on the train they 
had been feduced into, and the confequent 

* Goodal], vol. ii. p. 361. 
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ruin of the Queen, of which they had been 
made the iiiftruments and accomplices, Trith 
her enemies ! A ftrong proof of thdr fen- 
tiineHts i and what tends to Ihew at this day 
that they were convinced of her innocence, 
is, that hy far the greater part and moft 
eminent of the Scottifti nobility, and of the 
barons, and gentry, joined in afferting her 
innocence, and rofe in arms to vindicate 
her right* J and would have prevailed 
ag^nft 

• Upon the Queen*« efcape from Lochleven to the 
palace of Hamilton, flie wn iimncdiately joned \>j 
far the greileft part, and moft powerful of the Scottifli 
nobility and gentry. There is extant in the Cottoa 
Library, the Bontf of AlTociation, formed and fub- 
fcribed by them, in which appear twenty-feven lords, 
nine bifhops, and the moA powerful of the barons.— 
Keith, p. 475. Robertfbn, yoI. i. p. 454. In 1^71 
and 1572, the loysdiftt for the Queen bad driven the 
ufurpers from the capital of Edinburgh, and were 
maflers of its ftrong caftle, and of moft of the fortreffes 
in the kingdom. The Earl of Huntly and the Gor< 
dons carried all befori! them in the North. T^e Duke 
of Chattelrault, and the Hamiltons, defeated Sempil, 
L 2 and 
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againft the ufurpers of her govemment, but , 
for the infamous interference which Queen 
Elizabeth made, in fupporting them with 
both money and troops, while with cruel 
policy {he kept the unfortunate Queea 
M4f7 her prifoner in England : in return 
for which, thefe abandoned Haves fold to 
her the independency of their country ! 

From this digreffion on the hiftory of the 
Bond of the Scotch nobility, foliciting 
Queen Mary to marry the Earl of Both- 
well, which is a fa£t of great importance, 
and at the fame time one of the mdl ob- 
fcure and dark tranfadtions of that age, 
I now return to my fubje^ 

After all, it muft he confeffed that 
the moft eKceptionable Aep in Queen 
Mary's conduft, appears to be her con- 

and commanded in the Weft ; the Lords Maxwell an J 

Hcrrics, with Ker of Ferniehirft, and Scott of Buc- 

cleugh, triumphed in the South.— Cr2wfurd, p. 262. 

fenting 
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fenting to marry the Earl of Bolhwell, the 
perfon afperfed with being concerned in 
the murder of the Lord Darnley. That 
Mary believed him innocent, and that the 
aflbciation of the nobility in his favour 
muft have ferved to confirm her in that 
opioion, we muft allow. To abfolve her 
from any participation of guilt on that ac- 
count, 18 no more than doing her juftice ; at 
the lame time, to acquit her of indifcretion, 
in fufiering herfelf to be precipitated into 
fo rafli and ill-advifed a meafure, I fhall 
not attempt; that fatal ftep gave to her 
enemies, who lay in wait to undo her^ 
^very advantage, and haftened her ruin, 

The Queen's enemies have made her 
marriage with the Earl of Bothwell the teft 
or proof of a fuppofed previous criminal 
amour between them ; hence her accel£on 
to the whole crimes with which they have 
thought proper to load her, is prefiimed. 
L 3 How* 
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However, when the unhappy fituation of this 
ill-fated princefs, at that fatal period, ts at- 
tended to, befet as £he then was by a powerful 
confederacy of the moft daring, wicked, and 
unprincipled of men, by whofe traitorous 
councils fhe was mifled, humanity ought ra* 
ther to induce us to pity her misfortunes 
than to aggravate thefe into crimes. Caur 
dour muft acknowledge, her enemies erea 
codfefs, that her virtue and condud vperc 
unblemifhed and irreproachable from her 
infancy, until the death of her hufband 
Lord Darnley. It is not therefore fo cafy 
to conceive, how a princefs, poflelTed <£ 
every grace that could adorn woman, fhouid 
at once, from the throne of virtue, finfc 
into the abyfs of vice, and all from the 
moft videut paflion of love, with whix^ it 
ss fuppofed ihe was intoxicated. 

Mary was then fcarce twenty-four years 
of age, in the fuU bloom of youth and 
beauty, while the Earl gi Bothwell, at 
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no time remarkable on aecowit of his 

good looks^ was paft tbe meriidisa of life *i 

This 

* In the former edition it is fatd, that Bothwell wu 
at diis time declined in the vate of years, fuppoled 
iboiit fixty. Our authorities for this were two tada^ 
recorded by Buchanan, which mutt have been well 
known to him, and wherein he could have had no biai 
towarphin from truth. Buchanan relates, that James 
Hef^um Earl of Bothwell (1544} was rival to (be 
£arl of Lttinox, father to Lord Darnley, .then a youth^ 

and ditor to the Queen Dowager. 1 fliall give 

the words of Buchanan : " Matheus Stuartus Levinix 
** Cornel — Hiucjuvcni, in ipfojuvAilieflDre; — lib. 15. 
*' cap. 8. — acceSt aemulus Jacobus HetHirnus Coraes 
" Bolhueliae. Is eitdcm artibits Reginx vidux nup- 
(* tias ambiebat, et eniinebant, in utroque naturz et 
** fortuMB dotes, magis Itniilesquamcquales: Itaque 
•* cum Bothwclius cetera pens par, in omni autem 
** oertamine et armsrutn ludicra medttatione, cdet 
•* inferior." ' Id. lib. x?. cap. li. —To corroborate 
diis, Buchanan menuons another fafi, that Lady Reres, 
tiien an old woman, had been a miftrcfs to the Earl of 
Bothwell in ber youth — " Rerefia, qus inter pellices 
** BtMbwclii f nerat, nunc ioclinau state ad Lcno- 
*' ciaiamleecHitulerat." — And again, " Rerefia, mu- 
** Uer etxtate et corpore gravu." Detedio, p. 3, 3. 
p- James Earl U Bochwcil» the tiiilbsnd of Qt^een Mary, 

L4. WM 
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Thb in a romance would need explanation^ 
would at leaft require more folid, more con- 
vincing 

was tbe only Earl of that name in the femily. HU 
father was Patrick, and his grandfather Adam. This 
is proved by a paper N" IV. in the Appendix, Th« 
original is in the archives of the family of Hamilton. 
Since the former edition of this Inquiry; Lord Haile% 
in his Remarks on the Hiftory of Scotland, mentions 
» writing in his poflcffion, which prores, that I'atrick, 
the father of Jaqies Ear] of Bothwell, died anpo 1 556, 
It is thence argued, that James Earl of Bothwel), 
who married Queen Mary, could not be the perlbn 
who was fuitor to her mother in 1544; and there- 
fore that Buchanan, aItl)ough potemporary with the 
perfons, and acquainted with the faSs, made a grofs 
tniHake in the na^ne of James, in place of Patrick 
his father, who mull have been the fqitor to tba 
Queen Dowager, 

Th9 late Patrick Lord Elibank, in his Letter t4 
Lord Hailes on his Remarks on the Hiftory of Scot- 
land, printed (he fame year, has cleared up this point. 
He proves to demonflration, that Patrici-, the father of 
James, who died anno 1556, according to Iiord 
Hailes, could not be the fuitor of the Queen Dowager, 
I Ihall tranffribe his words: ^* He, Patrick, muft have 
.ft been a married man as early as the year J 534 aC 
f f f^rthpfl, Jin^ b? M ii lavfu) fon, born in wcdlopk. 
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Tincing proof, than prefumptions founded 

upoD an ill-advifcd marriage, into whichi 

the 

** who fucceeded htm in his honours and cflate anno 
<• 1556, and who was immediately put at the head of 
•* the Scottish army. If therefore Patrick proporcd to 
*' marrythe Queen Dowager ini544, ho muft have 
** been a widower, loaded with a Ton and Ifeir, an4 
** therefore could not be the perfon dcfcribed-by fiu- 
' ** cbanan as *Jim!lis a par to Lennox, juvenii in ipfi 
•* fitrt juvenitt,' * A lad in the dawn or bloflbm of 
" youth.' No part of Buchanan's narrative can be fo 
«' tortured," continues Lord Elibank, " as to apply 
« to Patrick, the father of James. Buchanan, then, 
•* muft either mean James, when he mentions him by 
•* name, or the whole ftory told by him of the mallhip 
**■ muft be a fi^ion, which he bad no inducement to 
fff make.'* 

f oor Buchanan ! what a'blow is ready to fill upo« 
you, from a friend's arm too .' But a generous 
adverfary advances to proteA you by warding tb^ 
^bw! 

** Oppofuit molem clj^', texitque jacentem." 
liOrd Elibank, with the peculiar acutenels, genius, 
^1] candour which diftinguilhed that learned noblct 
pian, has folved the apparent difficulty, and, for th« 
fake of the poet and of truth, hath 6ved the Hifto, 

ri«» for tbi» time, 

Jamw, 



r:,9,N..<ib, Google 



154 iNCipiRY into the Evidsncs 

tbe necelTity of the times, and the wicked 

and deep-laid fchemes of a confederacy f<w 

her 

James, literally, was not Earl of Bothwell whs* 
be made fuit to Queen Mary's mother in iJ44t hi* 
father Earl Patrick being then altve. But, fays LonI ' 
Elibanlc, it is ufual to afcribe to a man, under the 
title he is chiefly known by, the adions of his youth; 
Thus we fay, Augwftus prevailed at Philippi, thotigb 
he was not Auguftus till fovtral years after : ■ The 
Prince of Conde won the battle of Rocroi, though 
tben only Due d'Enguicnne. Now to recoiKile tim 
■ with the Hiftorian's narrative ; James Hepburn, after- 
wards Earl of Bothwell, ^m'tlh tt far xo the.Ead 
cf X^eiinoxj in 1544, then in the dawn or blc^m of 
youth (twenty or twenty-one years of age), was fiiitM: 
to die Queeo-mother. On his father's death, in IS>56> 
be mull 'have been thirty-two or thirty-three years of 
age, at which time (fay the InllTuflions to Queen 
Mary's asibaflador in France, which probably sMte 
^iftated by Bothwell himCelf, on his marriage with 
the Queen], ** although he was of vety young sgi^ 
** yet was he chofen out as otoft fit of the whole 
" nobdlity to be lieutenant-geacral upon the fiorderi 
.*( with the whole charge, to defend as well as to 
" aflail.'.' — Although thirty-two or thirty-three years 
of age, properly (peaking, caooot be faid to be a verjr 
jroung man, yet furely a general of that age, at the 
hea4 
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her deftnuSion, may with more rea- 

fon, and much more humanity, be fup- 

. pofed 

head of an army, may not improperly te laid to be 
a young general. Agreeable therefore to Buchanan's 
Narrative, James Hepburn, the rival of Lennox in ■ 
1544, who, at bis father's death in 1556, might 
be thirty-three, muft have been forty-four years old 
when he tnarried Queen Mary in 1567. 

The Author of this Inquiry here acknowledges his 
error in computing the age of Bothwcll at fixty at 
his marriage, when in truth he was forty-four only. 
Although he could not be faid to have been declined 
in the vale of years, yet be was then paft the prime of 
age, and enteredinto the'vale of years, a middle-aged 
man, who might have been father to the Qaeen^ aai 
not eafily to be imagined the obje«^ of love ; of love 
next to frenzy, as is fuppofed, of the beauteous Mary, 
then in the bloom of twenty-four. 

After Lord Hailcs aod Lord Elibank, the Mf- 
t^amtBut ^marier on the Inquiry, &ec. enters the 
Jifts. 
, This Knight advances in the colottrs and livery of 
Queeo Mary j as a pretended friend he tells us, ** That 
-** iiba inteMourfe between her and the Earl of fiotb- 
** «t4l was ill-fated, tnd in its confeqiiences difaftrous, 
4* M with FC^a 10 her U was hmKtnt,". 
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pofed to have predpitated thle- unfoitunato 
Queen. 

let 

He then, with much regret,. no doubt, hintl, that 

the caufe of M^ry has been hurt by her advocatei. 

*< The champions of her honour, when they fpeak of 
*' that intercouric," fays he, " ought to combat with 
*' weapons of proof, aod not with the tijum imhtik 
** fine iffu— of old Priam," 

' Such, itfcems (in his opinion), was the argument 
ufed by the Author of the Inquiry, when he fays (as in 
his former edition], that Bothwell was a man of fixty, 
already declined in the vale of years. All this, fays 
our champion, is a miftake, aiidng from confound- 
ing James Earl of Bothwell with his father Patrick. 

The Author of the Inquiry has franlcly aclcnow- 
ledged he was in a miftake, not in confounding the 
name of James with Patrick, which laft, Lord Elibank 
bas demonflrated, could not be meant as the rival'of 
Lennox ; but his miHake was in the computation of 
Earl James's age to be fixty inftcad of forty-four, at 
Jiis marriage with Queen Mary. This miftake, how- 
ever, was not the Author's ; he was led into it, as he 
hAS Ihewn, by Buchafian; he has giveh his aiithorl- - 
ties vtrbatim from the Hiftorian ; io that every perfoot 
ja well as himfelf, was at liberty to make the com- 
putation, and to judge of the folidity of hit argument 
founded on -it. fiut this pr«t?nded friend of Queen 
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- Let us coptider this matter a little fur- 
ther, and afceitain what- degree of merit 
the 

Mary will find it difficult to apologize for what. is 
much worfc than a miftalce on his. part, of a wilfut- 
iiippreffion of Lord Elibank's folution of the above 
intricacy in Buchanan's narrative (ofiwhich I have 
given an abllra^ as above], in his letter to Lord 
Hailes, and which the Mlfcellaneous Rcmarkcr, who 
appears to be thoroughly vcrlant in the whole contro- 
vcrfy, mull have feen, as it was publifllcd immediately 
after Lord Hailcs's Remarlcs, 

As to Buchanan's other llory of Lady Reres, qua 
inter peUkis Betbael'ii fueraty fed nunc inclinala atatt 
ad Ltnoditiam Ji cmtuUrat : This, fays the Mifcel- 
laneous Remarkcr, is one of Buchanan's gofltpping and 
malicious ftories, which Is rather too ludicrous to be 
mentioned by the Author of the Inquiry : er£a, ac- 
cording to the Remarket, no faith is to be given 
to it ! 

Strange this ! when, in the very leaf before, our 
Author, in order to difprovc the Inquirer's account of 
Bothwell's age, quotes a llmiJar goilipping ftory from 
the very fame Buchanan, viz. " that Bothwell was 
** brought up In the Bifliop of Murray's palace, a 
" maift corrupt houfe in druhkencfs and whoredomes." 
His refle^on is — " We may alTure ourfelves that 
*' Buchanan would not have afTertedj that Bothwell 
« was 
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the Earl of BotliweH hz& acqiflretl, and 

lieXJueen'ii {kustion at the unlucky period- 

of 

*• was broi^ht' wp in the houfc of the Bifhop of Mut- 
** n^i if that circumflance had not been publicly 
•* knowm." 

An inftance this, of the gentleman's candour ! 
Our Author afks, with a fneer. Where does thc^ 
Inquirer learn that Dame Rerts was in her youth, when 
ihe was the mtllrcfs of Bothwell ; fince flie might hay's 
been engaged in her vocation for twenty-five years 
before flie turned bawd? The- qucAion is Angular. 
To anfwer the Gentleman', who appears an adept ini 
ihe fchool of Venus, may expofe my ignorance, as he 
. bints at, in thefe affairs, I confefs, I took it foe 
granted, that the ptllex Bathutlii, was not tnclinata 
letate; that BothwcH's miftrefs could not be an old 
woman! and that a young Nobleman would fcarce 
chufe to form a connexion with an old bawd, unlefs he 
had no money to purchafe a young wench. 

" The Author of the Inquiry," &ys theRemarkcf, 
*• appears to be ignorant of this hiftorical fafi" (he is 
indeed), " that in thofc limes it was the province of 
** elderly ladies to firm young men of quality ;" that 
is, to initiate them in the fchool of debauchery. What 
profundity of ufeful, of reEned reading and knowledge^ 
is hece difplaycd b^ the Mi£ccllaneous Rcmaiker I 

.Thus, 
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tji her marriage with this NohTemaiil 
James Earl of Botliwell, hereditary Hrgti 
, Admiral trf' Scotland, was the head of" an 
ancient family, and by his extentive poffef^ 
fions and numerous vaffala, one of the moft 
powerful Noblemen in the kingdom.- '' His 
valour in the wars with the Englift in the 
late Queen-Regent's time, had advanced 
him to beher Lieutenant-genera!, and War- 
den of the Marches. I fliall chiefly follow 
Dr. Robertfoh. « "When almoft ever^ 
**-perfon of diftiftflion in the kingdom; 
*• whether Paj^ or Proteftant, had joined 
** the Congregation in oppofing the in- 
•• croachmeBts erf" the French upon the li* 
•* berties of the nation, the Earl of Both-k 
" well adhered to the Queen-Regent, and 
" a.£ted with vigour on her fide. The 
" fnccefa whidh attended the arms of the 

Thus, under the difguife of a pretended Aiend 
to Mary, the Rcmarker endeavours to rob the 
unfortunate Queen of the principal arguments in her 
defence. 

7 ** Congre- 
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" Congregation haYing obliged him to re-* 
•* dre to France *, he was taken into the 
** Queen's fenrice, and continued with her 
.** till the lime of her return to Scotland. 
^ From that period every ftep of his con- 
** dudi towards Mary was remarkably 
V dutiful; and amidil all the ihiitiog^ of 
•* fa<aioQ, we fcarcely fiver find him hold- 
" ing any courfc which could be ofienfive 
'* to her.** I mull here beg leave to add a 
fentence to the Doctor's account. For this 
fidelity and dutiful attachment to his Sove- 
reign, and his unlhaken firmnefs in oppo- 
fition to the feditious infurreitions which 
(Hfturbed her reign, he was hated and de- 
tefted by Murray, who had very oppofite 
Tiews 'for himfelf, and therefore had the 
influence, in fpite of Bothwell's fervices, 
to procure his banithment a fecond time. 
" When Murray's proceedings with regard 
•* to her marriage gave umbrage to the 

• At which time his houles and rich moveables were 
bcked and dellroyed. Keith, p. 388. 

« Queen, 
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" Queen*, £he recalled Both well from that 
*^Ibaai&aieiit Inco^wfatdi the had vnth to- 
".lu^nce drlTenhiin; and coniideiedilus 
.** zeal and abilitbs as the moft powerful 
" fuf^rts of her authority. When the con* 
'* fpicators agalnfl: Rizzio fei^d .herrperfcm, 
" he became the chief InArument of reco- 
•* vering , her liberty, and ferved her on 
" that occafion with fo much fidelity and 
*' fucccTs, a» made the deepcft impreffion 
" on!her mind, and greatly increafcd the 
*' confidence which flie had hitherto placed 
" in him.** 

The. inference- Dr. Robertfon makes from 
this account of BothwcU, his fervices and 
attachment to Queen Mary, is, that he 
could Scarce. fail of captiratiag her heart. 

* Murray, as we hive feen, took the fielil, and ap- 
•pearcd in open rdKllion againft bis Sovereign at tbae 
time. The Doftoi is rather modcft in this account of 
Murray's rebclliop, which threatened the lives and 
liberties of the Queen and her hufband ; this, no doubt, 
~gave ttmbragc to the Queen. 

Vol.. II. M From 
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From the Dodor*s premires, I muft own I 
thinka.Toy cfifierent coadufion may b^ 
drawn; and that .die (^een, poffefTed 
with gratitude for thu Nobleman'a fervices'i 
might ner^r have feh the fmalleft emotion 
of love for him. It was furcly no eafy 
matter for Mary to believe him goilty 
of the crime attributed to him, without 
proof, which fhe never received. It was 
■no wonder flie liftened to every teftrmony 
in favour of his innocence. His trial, and 
acquittal, in which it does not appear Ihe 
had any hand, con6rmed by Parliament, 
with the afTociation of the Nobility in his 
favour, muft have therefore rendered hink 
altogether guiltlefs in her eyes. 

It is here to be remarked too, that, witti 
many excellent qualities, Mary was amaz- 
ingly credulous, even to a degree of fim- 
plicity and folly. Open, hbneft, and 
unfufpicious herfelf, file believed others 
equally fo, and trufted to the £ur fpeech and 
,' profeflioa 
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profe0ioa of t^d^ whom Ihe thqiigbt her 
frieojis. T^is-p^eculi^r weakQ,efs, though 
ftrongly charafteriftic of Queen . Mary, is 
overlooked by her Hiftorians, though 
many ftriki^g indaaces prove k to a cer- 
tainty crftruth. Witnef? her.reinflatingand 
placing the moft unbound^ coofidence in. 
her baftard-brother, the Earl of Murray, 
after repeated inftances of his treadiery, 
and cdnfpiEing agatnft her life and liber- 
ty. The lame may be faid of her condutS; 
to Morton and his confederates ; and to 
crown all, her ruihing, with her eyes open, 
into the fnare fo often fpread for her de- 
firuSion, and contrary to good advice, 
found expenence, and common fenfe, 
creduloufly trufting herfelf to the falfe 
profelEons of a jealous rival, of wfaoie 
fteady hate and enmity the unfortunate 
but unwife Mary had heretofore received 
fufficient proof. All manifeftly evidence 
Mary's weaknefe on this head, which, 
through the whole courfe of her life* aa well 
M 2 as 
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as in this fafal iriftahce of'her'UHfortUnate 
marriage *fith BolhV^ell, was tlie caufe of 
herruin. 

Mary's fitBfdttdfa, 'feo, at (his time, was 
furely piteous, ^e tide of the feefbrmed 
reltgibn breaking hi, itid 'iUrrt>unding her 
on every fidte, bad reduced her afiiurs to a 
veiy unHap|Jy fituation. The populaoe, by 
Ihe -iiiflucnce of the (3efgy, averfe to her 

■ government; and gteat pan of the Nobi- 
Kty, al*ays too powerful 'for the tiirone, 
how fkifti their tnterefted riews of fiiariog 

-{n the fpoils of I^pacy, tottering to its 
fall, Vere j^ialolis and' dHboritented ; a con- 
Hant ieties of c6i!d|)iracie& and Tiebelhon& 
carritti <)n^againft her, (binented and fiip- 

-pdrted by Queen Elizabeth; her Secretary 

■Rizzio fetely Allkflinaied in her - prefence ; 

her o*n life' threatened; 4nd foon aftir 

"bet httiband murdered in themoft open 
iflanfier by the fame oonfederacy: on tfie 

■tother h»&d, ter affured fiends "few, of 
whom 
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-whomtt^e Earl of Bothnell may be-reckon- 
ed at the beail, vidi the fdicitatipn <^ 
the whole Nobles ia his favour,, herfelf a. 
helplefs woman, at an age tea when ypuUi 
may be aUoiyed to plead an exgufe for errOTs. 
of' itidlicretion, which riper years, a lefs 
flexible difpofition, and greater firmnefs of 
mind, might Tv^th difficulty perh^s.haTC- 
^YCud^.: vfrhea at} thefe conHderatlops are 
duly and without paflloa weighed, the 
reader may give judgment- Humanity,' 
^ys Di". Robertfpn, may perhaps prompt 
iisnie to impute her adions to " her^uatitm 
** mare than to her SJ^Jittom^ and to lament 
'* the unhappinefs of the former, rather 
** than accufe the perverfenefs of the lat- 
" tprj" oSiavo e^tion^ vd. ii p. 176.— 
lliis admiffion is candid: and humane. I 
now return to my fubjc]^. 

No fooner was this unhappy marriage 

concluded, than Morton, Lethington,,and 

the reft of the party, hitherto the pretended 

M 3 frifindfi 



r:,9,N..<ib, Google 



r(56.' Imqtjiky into thp Evidbncf 

friends and fupporters of Bothwell; began 
qidcldy.to-i throw off the ma{k. l^efe 
very meo, the affociates' of Morton*, who 

* Viz. Lord Lindfay, Pitcairn Abbot of Dunrerm- 
linc, Sir John Ballendcn Loid Juftice Cleric^ and 
Macgill and- Balnavet, Lords of Seflion, all of whorhi- 
we have Teen, fat as judges in .Bothwell's trial, aad 
acquitted him of the murdu'. .Morton, lumfelf, the 
Lord Ruthven, and Bothwell the Reformed Bifhop of 
Orkney, fubfcribed the infamous Bond of aflbciation 
in favour of Bothwell. The fame Bifbop of Orlcjiey 
appears to have been fo much in the confidence of the 
Earl of Bothwell at the time of his marriage, that he 
was made choice of to perform the inarriage-'ceremony 
between the Queen and him. Ncvenhelefs, on Mor- 
ton's rifmg in arms againft the Queeii, this Biflwp 
joined the party, and turned again|); his benefa^ors, . 

The writers againft the Queen talk of the improba- 
bility of this fcheme of Morton and his party, in pro- 
meting Bothwell's marriage with the Queen, witli a 
view to ruin them both ; Ra^ifon, vel. i. f. 354. an<[ 
Dijfirtationy p. 4. But pofitive and plain faiSs wiU 
not eafily bend to fine and fpeciouS arguments ; and no 
reafon, on the other hand, can, with any degree of 
confiftency, be given for A^orton and his confederatts 
eagerncfs and activity in Erft promoting [his marriage, 
and in a few days after takipg afms agajnft the Queen, 
but what is above affigned. 

. - had. 
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had been the cbicf ioftrumentft emj^oyodr 
lo the mock trialj aod acquitting cf Goth'* 
^irell &)r the murder of the King; who had; 
Ijrpvght about the infamous Bond ^erting 
Bothwell's innocence, addrel^og the Queen 
to ,marry him, and fotemtil; binding and. 
eaga^ug them&lres to iupport him 'with 
their lives and fcurtuncs.; thefe were the 
men who, immediately after the marriage, 
f<M:med an £^o(^ation agsunQ the Queen and 
^tis ■wery BothwcU j and fo ^f^yhad they 
oajrried on th«r meafui'ea^ that witl^n thre« 
. weeks aftsf the marriage, they w^ ready, 
to have made the C^en aod Sotb^ell piii> 
ibners in her own palace *. ' 

"Hic^i^een and Both well having a hint 
given them of thejCpnfpiracy againft them, 
they, on the 6th of June, made a very 
yarrow efcape from Hplyroodhoi^, and 
came to the Earl of Bothwell's caftle of 
^rthwick; from thence they went to 

f Keith, p. 39^. 

M 4 Dunbar; 
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i>Bnbaf; and! in a few days^theTKrfieri ^^. 
Queen having haftily called togelher a* 
llandfill of fiich of her fubjeas as^ ooirid^ 
be eafily convened, flie and Bothwclll 
inarched towards- Edinburgh j and wercf 
mef by the Eari of Morton and' his part^, 
with a far fiipcrioi' fBrce^ at Garbeny KiH, 
about eight miles eailward of the city; 

Many of the Nobility^ fuch a» Athe^^ 
Mar, and others, from a real convi^HoiT' of 
Bottiwell's being principally concerned' ia 
&e kt» King's murder, andi apprehenfian 
of danger td the young Prince, had bf 
this time joined with Motrton and Ins party* 
An interview was brought about between 
the QuMft, and Sir 'WiilEBin KitkaMy of 
Grange^' the pan of the rebels; whtil^f^ 
qMktd' no artier twms Aan thofe of J*ei* 
^fml0a^ l^othwsU from her prefenoe, an4 
pmmifed, on that condition, all dutsfu) 
obedience te the Q«een*. She, relying 

* Robertfon, rol< i. p. 366. and Melvill, p. 1(1. 
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on dte faith of this treaty, and to aivcnd' 
bkndfiud^- diredly went onrer to the^oppo- 
fite anny, and' delivered herfelf implicitly 
itttxrtfaeir hands. How well the&^gemle*' 
men' kept thdr ^h, ihall be fhown. 

The treat?!^ bqtween the Queen, and the 
heads of the rebel party at. Carberry hill, 
and- theii; infamous breach of that treftt)^ 
clearly prove their preconcerted cohliurac)ft 
for dethroning- the Queen and ufuiping tfao 
government. We fhall take our detajl fronk 
Sir James Melvill, who appears, to hay© 
been prefent and on the fpot, and in the 
](nowledge of the whole of their trao^ 
aflions. 

" The Earl of Bothwell," fays MelviB^ 
•* marched out of Dunbar towards Edin-i 
* burgh,, taking the Queen with him* 
<* The Lords, again, with their ^ompany^ 
" went from Edinburgh,, with an earnci^ 
" defire to fight* Both armies 1^ not fac 
** from Carberry. The Earl of Bothweirai 
"row 
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** men encamped upon the hUI, in a ftrengtht 
•i.very .advantageous. The Lords en- 
** camped at the foot of the hiU. Al- 
*-^ beit hei Majefty was there, I CBnoot 
"call U her army. Many of thofe who 
** were with her, were of opinion that Ihe 

* had imclHgence vnxh the Lords, efpecially 
^ fuch as were Informed of the many tn- 
** dignities pit upon her by the Earl of 
**- Bothwell fince their marriage. He was 
" fo^beaftly and fufpicious, that he fuffered" 
*lier not to pafs one day in patience 
*• without making her fhed tears. Thus, 

* part of his own company detefted him, 
** other part of them believed that her Ma- 
"jefty would fain have been quit of him, 
"but thought ihame to be the doer thereof 
«• direaiy herfelf. 

. •* In the mean time the Laird of Grange * 
*'' did ridq about the hill, with two hundred 

' • Sir WiUiam Kirkaldy of Grange, a man of 
military ftill and valour. — We Ihali by and by enter 
more parttftularly into his chara<5ler. 

" horfe^ 
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*' hbrfemen, to be betwixt Bothwell and 
**-Dunbar. Wlien tlie Queen underftbod 
" tbat the - Laird of Grange was chief of 
" the company of horfemen, flie fent the 
*'Xaird of Omifton to defire him to' 
'* com& and fpeak with her, under furety,' 
" which he did,' after he had acquaint-' 
Ved the Lords with her defire, and had 
" obtained their permiffion. He then de- 
•* clared unto the Queen, that all of them 
"'were ready to honour and ferve her,' 
*• upon condition that Ihe would abandon 
"Bothwell, who had murdered her huf. 
"'band.' Then the Queen faid to Grange, 
" that if the Lords would do as he had 
** fpokeh to, her, flie would put away the 
*' Earl of Bothwell, and come unto them. 
** "Whereupon Grange aiked the Lords if 
** he might, in their name, make her Ma- 
" jefty tbat promifc? which they cotnoiif' 
**\fioned bim to do. Then he rode up agaioj 
" and faw the Earl of Bothwell part, and 
" came down again and affured the {.ords 
** thereof. 



D,g,t,.?d I,, Google 



j^ Inquiry i/iie the EviOBWcj^ 

•* thereof* They defired hinn to go.t^ ^e 
*^ bill again and receive the Queen.: vrho- 
** met him, apd faid, I^ird of GrangQ, Jr^a- 
" 4f fj^^ «tio you, upon iht. condiiioni j^ 
" reltear/ed mito me in the nam^i^tbe fyrds^, 
** Whereupon flie gave hiqi her Ijop^.wl^h 
" be fciffcd, leading her M^ejfty*s hprfr by- 
** the bridle down the hiU upto the. LnrdS) 
** who camq forward and met, ber. The 
** Noblemen ufed all dutifpl revercAce te^ 
" bcr," The Qqeen's having; thus, vp* 
luntarily put herfelf into the blinds of tbef» 
ftihjcds, trulUng to their &itb which tb^ 
had thus folemnly pledged xp - her, ihew^k 
ffrejit vycaknefs in. Mary, in relying upoiV 
men, of wboiii the Qhje^ fucb a$ M-OTton» 
Lindfay,, Rythveij, &c. had. by repe;afic4 
afts before this, {hewn their mali|[n^ifc 
defigns againft her j^nd her governnvent, 

* The Queen tl)u& parting with Bpthmll, ao4 go- 
ijig over to the Lccd? without cnje^yqivi^g to i^sIm 
wy tcrais for his fafety, is a Qonvincing proof thaj a| 
this time flic had apt the fmalleft ttegree of afieifUoa 
iox him.. 

Let 
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Let us now (from the iiime author, TWd- 
vill) lee in what manner they kept faith 
^0 her in this recent treaty i their .proce* 
dure in every fubfequcnt ftep, evidently 
flxews their preconcerted fcheme to brealc 
it. Inllead of conducing the Queen to 
her palace of Holyroodhoufe, which is 
fituated in the diredl road from Carberry, 
they had prepared matters for making liec 
a public fpefl:aclc through the ftreets 
of her capital, and had taken every mea- 
fure to incite an abandoned mob of the 
vileft of the populace to infult her. — " Her 
" Majefty," fays Melvill, "was conveyed 
" to Edin1)urgh, and lodged in the midft of 
** the town in the Provoft*s houfe. As flie 
" came through the town, the common 
";pedple cried o\it againft her at the wln- 
" dows arid flairs.. Others again evidenced 
" their malice in fetting up a banner or 
, " ertfign, whereupon the King was painted 
** lying dead under a tree, and the young 
" Prince 
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" Prince upon his knees praying, Judge 
** and revenge my caufe, O Lord !" 

Thus far we fee the rebels had, withdOt 
the fmalleft pretext or colour whatever, ia- 

' fringed their treaty, by keeping her a pri- 
foner in the Provoft's houfe, furrounded 
■with their armed guards, inftead of reftoring 
her to her own palace. Melvill, from 
whom we have given this narrative, next 
proceeds to give the apology for the re- 
bels. " That fame night it was alleged 

, " that her Majefty did write a letter unto 
" the Earl of Bothwell, and promifed a 
" reward to one of her keepers*^ to convey 
*' it fecretly to Dunbar to the Earl, callin^g 
" him her Dear Heart, whom fhe would 
*' never abandon, faying, that though ftie 
" was neceffitated to be abfent from him, 
*' that fhe had fent him away only for his 
* fafety, willing him to be comforted, and 

• We fee her a prifoner, however, under a ftriA 
guard, before her writing this pretended Letter to 
Bothvclt. 

4 . "be 
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•* be upon his guard ; which letter the 
!*■ knave delivered to the Lords^ though 
** he had promifed the contrary. - Upon 
." which letter, the Lords took occafidn 
•* to fend her to Lochlevin, to be kept, 
** which flie all^d was contrary to pro- 
** mife. The yon the other hand affirmed, 
" that by her own hand-writing fhe had 
** declared that fhe bad not, nor would 
** not abandon the Earl of Bothwell." 

» Grange was yet fo angry, that had 

" it not been for the letter, he had inftantly 
•* left the party."— Thus far Melvili apo- 
logifes for the infamous breach of treaty of 
his friends. Before confidering this letter, 
which we fiiall fliew was another piece of 
forgery, contrived by the heads of the re- 
bels, as a pretext to fome of their more 
confcientious and fqueamifh affociates, for 
fo flagrant a breach of faith, I Ihall pro- 
ceed in the detail of thnr condud with 
regard to the Queen, now a prifoncr in 
their hands : in which I ihall follow chiefly 
Crawford. 
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•&awford *i— TTie rebds having kept the 
.Queen that night under a ftrong guard 
in the ProTO^s hoilfe, the faon^ft part of 
the citizens, ftung with • remorfe dOd jrity, 
xrowdcd to the place, 'tbrtaienlngto feVber 
■at liberty. To prevent this required, all the 
addrefsof theconfpiratorai ■thereupon, with 
■well feigned grief, they pieteoded .fchcy 
were forry for giving her caufe to com- 
pluai alTured hbr, that they never.inteoded 
xo dq>rive her of her freedom, and -would 
-inftantly reftm-e her to her own ; palace 
of-Holyroodhoufc. lliis, indeed, theyac- . 
cordingly did, the fame evening : In the 
night, howeveryfhe was. fuddenly delivered 
up to th^Lords Liodfay andTRuthven, two 
of the TOoA furious- of the confpiEatol^s, and 
• under ftiifl .guard, for fear «f rdctie, hur- 
ried off by them to the fortrefe of 'Loch- 
-fcvin, then under the charge of .Douglas, 
-the huiband .of the Earl of Murray** 
fsnodier. In this remote place, "wMch is 

■•enwford^ p. 39. ■Lond.&IIt. 
^ fituate 
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fituate in the middle of a lake, ftript of her 
princely attire and ornaments, and clothed 
ia a coarfe woollen caffock, flie was com-* 
mitted to the charge of the Lady Lochlevin, 
Murray the baftard's mother. 

Let us now examine the Letter men* 
tioned by Melvill, as faid to be written by 
the Queen to Bothwell, the night of her 
imprifonment at Edinburgh, by the rebck, 
and alleged as their apology for their 
breach of faith. Upon this occaHon, Queen 
Elizabeth, affeflting much concern for her 
lifter Mary, fent down Sir Nicholas 
Throgmorton, as her minifter, to re-. 
monftrate to the rebels againft their pro- 
cedure with regard to their fovereign. In. 
the anfwer made by them to Throgmor- 
ton*8 remonftrance, they fet forth the caufe 
of their rifrng in arms, to have been at' 
firft for refcuing her from the hands of 
Bothwdl, and bringing him to punifhr 
ment as the known murderer of her late 

Vol. IL N huftandi 
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hufband ; and that as the Queen Hill 
profeffed a violent attachment to him, they 
were obliged, on account of their own . 
fafety, to iraprifon her- It is here to be 
obferved, that notwitliftanding the defire 
of Throgmorton to vifit, and to have a 
perfortal interview with the Queen^ to 
have heard' her ftory from herfelf, he was 
denied accefs to her. We muft therefore 
take the account of this matter entirely 
upon the bare word of the rebels. Had 
their ftory been true, they could have 
verified it in the cleareft manner, by pro- 
ducing and fhewing to Throgmorton, 
Mary's pretended Letter to Bothwell, call- 
ing liiin her Dear Hearty and profeffing 
her refolution never to abandon htm : but 
that piece of forgery having ferved the 
purpofe of fending the Queen a prifoner 
to Lochlevin, and of impofmg upon Sir, 
■William Kirkaldy, on whofe faith pledged 
in the foremcntioned treaty, the Queen 
had 
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had ddivered herfdf ihtb their hands, it 
was judged not fit now to be expofed to 
Ught. 

The next opportunity given the rebels 
for juftifying themfelves by producing thia 
Letter of the Queen's, was at the con-*-, 
ferences at York. There they having re- 
peated their former plea of neceffity for 
their rebellion and detention of the Queen's 
perfon, from her refuHng to abandon Both- ' 
W^II ; the Queen, in the anfwer ligned 
by her commilHoners, gives the lie to 
their ftory, and for the falfehood of it 
appeals to the implicit oSers which ihe 
then made to them by Secretary Lethington. 
I Ihall quote the words. — " Her Majefty 
" was always content as to ony thing al- 
" legit be them, to offer the fame to be 
*' reformit be the tryall of the haill nobilitie 
" and eftates of the realm, hit Grace being 
** prefent and heard ; and to that effe^ 
" direiftit her Secretary Lethinton to thiur 
N 2 " coun- 
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** council that held hir captive at thai 

** time, & was utterlie refufk, anJ wutiJ na 

•' o£ir to hive the realm^ that hir Grace 

. •* might pojfefj the Erie Bothwill^ as they 

* alleoge; and thaireftjr hic Grace was 

* fccretly conveyit perforce, and againi* 

* hir will, in the night, and imprifoned 
•* within thft fortalice of Loehlevin*.'* 

This direO: contradi£Uoa of the falfe 
Aory fabricated hj the rebels, of the 
Queen's attachment to Bothwell, and her 
refufing to abandon him, called upon them 
to verify it, which, if true, they could have 
done to the convitlion of every inoital, 
by the bare produdion c& the <^eenV 
Letter in their own bands. Did they do To ? 
No ! not the leaft mendon is made of it. 
What then fhallwe conclude? Surely, that 
Ae whole ftory was falfe, contrived to 
tdind the fcropulous amongft their adhe- 

* Cotton Lib. Catig. C. i. folio 202. Goodalt, 
Tol. ii. p. 165. 

rents, 
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rents, and the Letter, forged, to ^ve credft 
to it i and having accordingly ferved its ' 
purpcfe, for their breach of faith and the 
Queen's captivity, was for fear of de- 
tection fuppreffed, . and never after heard 
of. Mr. Hume, who is not forward ia 
making conceffions in the Queen's fa- 
vour, admits on this head, " That the re- 
•* ality of this Letter is fomcwhat difput- 
** aWe, chiefly," iays he, ** becailfe Murray 
•* and hia aflbciates never mentioned- it in 
•* their accufation of Queen Mary be- 
** fore Queen Elizabeth *." 

• Hume, vol. iv. p. 483. 



N3 



r:,9,N..<ib, Google 



xSz Inquirv into the £yii](EHCE 



C H A P. VL 

The ConduB of the Confederates with re- 
gard to Bathwell. — The ^cert's Efcape 
from LocbUvin.— Battle tfLangfideyand 
tbe-^aeen's Retreat into England.-^Em- 
haffy to the King of Denmark^for deliver- 
ing up BothweU. — Murray s Treachery to 
the Duke of Norfolk. — Behaviour ai_ to 
Letbington, — /ff/ Affajination. 

TiVrORTON and the confederates having 
thus, by a moil infamous breach of 
faith, dethroned their Queen, and impri- 
foned her in the caftle of Lochlerin, let 
us examine their procedure with refpe^ 
to the Earl of BothweU, the chief objeft, 
as they pretended, of their refentment, and 
the caufe of their talciog arms againft him 
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as the murderer of the King. Upon the 
Queen's delivering lierfelf into their handsj 
as we have' feen^ although they had a 
formidable army, with great (lore of arri!- 
lery, they never attempted to lay, fiege to 
that caftle, bnt fufiered him quietly to de- 
part. Although theybrotetheirf^ith, and 
fent her prifoner to Lochlevin, yet they 
■allowed the Earl of Bothwell to retire from 
the field alnioft alone, without attempting 
to follow him. He went ftraight to Dun- 
har caftle, where he quietly remained until 
the 26th of June ; at leaft, of that date, 
we' find an order of Morton and his council 
for fummoning ■ ** the keeper of Dunbar 
" caftle to furrender the fame, becaufc the 
" Earl of Bothwell was refet and received 
** 'within the faid caftle V 

. . This was furely a civil intimatioa for this 
alleged cruhinal to'ihift his quarters. How 

' • ■ • Keitb, p. 408. 

■ ■' " N 4 - long 
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kmg after this he chibfe to abide there, does 
not appear. Sonic idqae after, as. H^ 
Admiral of Scotland, he veot to fea, with 
4bme few {hips uadeE his command, asd 
cruifed- along the nfflthem coaft, until the 
iithof AuguQ; when a commi^Oba was 
jflued to ftlpmj ctf TuUibardioe, an^ Sir 
WiUiam Kirkaldy of Grange^ to provide 
AipGj " and to purfue tl^ Earl of Both- 
" well, by fta or land, by 6re and fword." 
In xonfequence of which, a fleet being fent 
^er hiw, Bothwell fled to the coaft of Den"- 
mark J where, by fome of the King of Dear 
■nark's flups, he w^ ^^^ prifoner,.and 
.cairied to that countryi: " They werp 
" glad," (fays Crawfprd's manulcript) " q£ 
^ his efcfpe from Cartiorry hill; for no man 
" purfued him, nor did any oflfer to attack 
" him at Dunbar, whither he retreated, 
*■'■ and Aaid at lea:^ fourteen day8.-<-And, 
**■ indeed, if. Grange had taken, him at 
•' Orkney, it is more than probable (left he 
7 "had 
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*' hml betra7e<l his accomplices) thlt he 
•* had been Ciaificed on the fpot *." 

The confederates having thus lecured 
the Queen a captive, and expelled Both- 
well the kingdom, they conipleted thdr 
fcheme, by wrefting the reins of govera- 
ment from their Sovereign, and feizing 
them into their own hands. 

On this fatal revcrfe of the Q«c«i's for- 
tune, the Clergy were not ina£tive. Let 
us fee the fprit which iSuated the heads 
of the Reformed religion at this time. 
Dr. Robertfon gives us the opinion* of the 
ieveral ranks of the flate, with regard to 
tlie meafures propofed for fettling the go- 
vernment, and difpofmg of the Queen, 
Some were defirous. (fays the Hifiorian] of 
adhering to the plan upon which the con- 
jederacy vffis at firft formed, to wit, To 
Iring to juflice the murderers of the 

• Crawford, p. 54- 

late 



r:,9,N..<ib, Google 



-l86 iNQpJRY m/o/A^EviDEKCE 

JatfeKang : to diflblve the Queen's marriage 
with Bothwell : to jwovide for the fafety of 
the young Prince, and the.f<;curity of the 
Proteftant religion : and then to re-cftablifli 
the Queen in the potleffion of her legal au- 
thority. " Others thought of more defpe- 
** rate meafures : nothing left would fatisfy 
•* them, than the trial, the condemnation, 
** and puniftimeht of the Queen lierfelf.'*— ^ 
The former waa Lcthington'sfyftem— " The 
•*, latter wa& recqpim^nded by the Clergy, 
"and many.M>c** But. the Nobles durft 
•* not, or would not, venture on fuch au 
.♦' unprjKedented and audacious deed," 

Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, in a letter 
to Queen Elizabeth, 1 9th July 1 567, 
is ftill more explicit." "The laft degree 
" propofed,'* (fays he) " is, not only to have 
" the Queen's procefs made, arid her con* 
" 'demnation public ; but aHb the depriva* 
*• tiou ■ of her e^ate and fife to cnfuie."— 
He continues,—" This day, being at N'r. 
13 ** Knot's 
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"" Knox*8 fermon, -wtio^ toot-a piece of 
" rcripture furtli of the Boofc'fff Kings, and 
•* did - inveigh,- vehemently againft the 
** Queen, and p^rfuaded extremities againft 
**■ her ; I did^^ lafter the iermoo; raoTe fach 
**'pf the Councilas were prefenf,: to adviie 
*^ the Preachers not. to infernoeddle widi 
""thefe matters, until they were . iefolved 
".drtiong themfelves what . they w^re 
" minded to dp j". Otherwife the minifters, 
"going on fo.-^iigoroufly' in; their daily 
■ " preaching?, mjgbti draw the niuhitu'de 
" from thefli *•" Such were the religious 
principles p^ the Glergy (it is to ,be hoped 
not the whole of them) at th^rjbead of thfc 
Reformation in Scotland! Do the prin- 
ciples of . the . Chriftian religtbn, or of its 
mild Founder^ breathe thSa fanguinary Ipirit ? 
Are we furprifed at the doubt iif libertihesi 
Whether religi(Hi, or athafm, has drawa 
moft Hood from mankind ? . . ... 

• Keith, p. 422, 

Mean- 
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Meanwhile, in her remote prifon of 
I/Khlerin, cut off from all intercourie with 
fifiends*. Queen Mary was kept dofe 
prifoner for eleven months, fubjeded to 
tbc dcily iofults of a bold intemperate 
woman, the mother of Murray. " The fu- 
lious &nattc Lord Lindfay, at the fame 
time threatening her with inftant death, 
a relignation of her crown in favour of her 
in£tnt fon was extorted from her, together 
with a nomination of Regency to the Earl 
rf Murray during the Prince*8 non-age. 
From this prifon, after fome months con- 
finement, Mary effected Her efcape in the 
following manner. 

, The extreme rigour of her confinement, . 
her diftreflcs, and, unidft all, her gentle 
and irrefiftible addrefi, won over to her 
relief Qeorgie Douglas, a young man, IffO- 

* Even the foreign minifters of France and EngTand 
were denied acceTs to her. 

ther 
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tlur to th$ Laird of Lochlevitu Mary 
having-given previous notice CO the Lord ' 
iSeton, horfea and an anned efeort' were 
prepared to receive her on die border of the 
Ljike. Douglas, watching the Opportunity 
while Iu8 brother and wife were at fup^ 
per, on Sunday erening, sd May 1568, 
ftde the keys of the caflJe from bis cham' 
ha, opened the gates, released the Queen, 
locked them behind her, and threw the 
keys into the Lake. He then led the Queen, 
with one attendant maid, into the boat pre- 
pared for her, and rowed them iafely to 
fiiore* ^e inftantly mounted horfe, and, 
under the guard of Lord Seton and Sir 
James Hamilton, after crofling the Frith 
of Forth, foon reached the caftle of 
Niddrie, Lord Seton's houfe in Weft 
Lothian. There repofing herfelf a few 
hours, Ihe again fet off, and riding all 
night, arrived at the palace of Hamilton 
the next morning. 

The 
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TBe fudden^precipitation of Queen Maiy 
fitim her tfarohe, almoft inflantaneous on 
her fatal maittage, had flruck her. &iends 
with confternation ; from which .they 
ican:dy recovered, before, they found the 
Earl of Murray firmly feated in the Re- . 
gency. So ioTolent and audacious were 
the rebels at this time (as aflerted. by the 
Queen's ftiehds), " That in caU the Nobil- 
**. tnen favqrers of hir Majeftie had raifed 
"an armie, it was minaced and boifted, 
*• thajt thay wald fend hir held to them*.'* 
During the 'Queen's imprifonment, her 
iriends had dme to look about them, and 
to trace tfee fteps of Murray and his con- 
federates through the whole mazes of their 
cqnfpiraqes and fchemes for the C^een's 
overthrow.. Convinced of her innocence, 
they had £dready. begun to concert meafuref 
for refcuing her from the hands of her rebel 
fubjeds, and reftoring her to her throixc f . 



• Goodall, vol. ii, p. 355. 
\ Robcrtr^n, vol. i. p. 453. 



Imme- 



I,, Google 



^(j-iwijtf "Mary ^een of Scora^ igx. 

Immediately oh the report of her efcapc; 
from Lochlevjn, her friends took arms, and. 
crowded to her from every quarter. Iii'a- 
few days her court w.as filled with a gre^! 
and fplendid train of the moft eminent of 
the Nobility and Gentry, accompanied by 
their followers, to the number of fix thou- 
fand men. An aflbciation was formed for' 
the defence of her perfon and authority, 
and fubfcribed by twenty-feven Peers of 
the realm, almoft the whole Bifhops and 
dignified Clei^*, and the moft diftin- 
guilhed and powerful of the Barons and 
Gentry. 

On this occafion, Murray exerted him- 
felf with refolution and fagacity. In pof- . 
feflion of the powers of Government, he 
coUefted his utmoft ftrength, and haftened 
to attack the Queen befcwe her numbers 
Ihould increafe. Her fituatton at Hamil- 
ton was ftraitened, in the midft of a holUle 

• JRQbertfoti, vol. i. p. 35+. 

pan 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



iga ISQpiRY into the Evidence 

part of die country, ardent in the caufe o( 
the new rdigion^ and devoted to Glen- 
caim and Sempil, two of the moft violent 
leaders of Reformation. The Queen*s phii 
vas to have marched northvrard towards 
the flrocg fortrefs of Dunbarton, ia the 
oitry of the Highlands, which, hj the 
valour and coiidud of the Lord Fleming, 
ftill hdd out for her \ and there to have 
wailed until the northeru clans of Hund^, 
O^lvy, and other friends; Ihould join her. 
Murray, meanwhile, moft artfuMy amufed 
^er for fome days, pretending to liften to 
propofals for accommodating matters be- 
tween them, until he had colleded his 
ftrength : he then marched forward to 
attack her. The Queen's army, though 
refpedable both in numbers and leaders, 
confifted chiefly of the Hamiltons. There 
was fcarce one military officer, however, 
among them. The Archbifliop of St. An- 
drew's, brother to the Duke, took the 
chief 
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chief diretSiiJa. On thar march, toward* 
pMnhartODj they were oppofed by Munay 
tit the village of Langfide^ ijeax Glafgov. 
Murray had under him feveral eKperiericed 
officers^ particularly Sir William Kirkaldy 
of Grange> to whoie military ikiH Murray, 
HI a great meafiire, owed the fornisw of .the 
Afi.^. The Hamiltons leading the van, 
ini£hed oa an(^ attacked the &ont. line of 
the Regent's army with great intrepidity!. 
Ti>c conflia was furious on both fide* 
The impejcuofity of the H^miltona having 
feparated them from their main body, left 
their flanks expofed to the fire of feveral 
parties which Murray, had poiled amongft 
fome inclofures on each fide, and at the 
lame time they were attacked in front by 
Murray's choiceft troops. They were 
obliged to give way, ajid retreated in con- 
fufion. A general diforder aiud rout enfued. 
Above three hundred of the Queen's fide 
fell dead on the field ; many were taken , 
Vol. II. O prifoners. 
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prifoners. The unfortunate Queen, who 
\?as a Ipeftator of the engagement from a 
jrifing ground, feeing the day loft, rode off 
the 6etd with precipitation ; and, with a 
few attendants, reached the Abbey of Dun- 
drcnan in Galway without refting, not 
lefs than fixty miles from the 6eld of battle. 
In this remote part of the kingdom, fur- 
rounded with her friends, Mary might 
have remuned with fafety, until {he had 
collected her fcattered powers, and again 
taken the field. The Lords Herries and 
Maxwell were powerful in that country. 
Scot of Buccleugh, and Kerr of Femieherft, 
in the neighbouring counties aJong the 
Border, andalmoft the whole of the king- 
dom to the north of the Forth and Tay, 
with the Earl of Huntly and Lord Ogilvy 
at their head, . were devoted to her caufe. 
The amazing credulity of Mary, and the 
dread of again falling into Murray's hands, 
detertnined her to take another courfe. 
1 1 While 
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While the Queen was confined in Lochle' 
Tin, although the confiant unremitting 
pra^ices of Elizabeth, in flining up her 
feditious fubjeds againft her, had brought 
her to that priron ; although {he took no 
ftep for effe£Ung her relief; yet, on that 
occafion, afie^ing much commlferatioa for 
her diftrefs, ihe had amufed her with pro- 
mifes of iuterpollng between hfft- and het: 
rebellious fubje^s ; and by her letters had 
folicited Mary to take refuge in England, 
where flie offered her a princely reception 
and a fafe afylum. The weaknefa of 
Queen Mary now inclined her to truft to 
thefe promifes; and in oppofttion to the 
earneft entreaties of her faithful friends the 
Lords Herrics, Maxwell, and Fleming, 
who never forfook her, ihe took the fatal 
ftcp to complete all her misfortunes by 
throwing htrfelf into the hands of her 
flead^ and determined foe ; who, for a 
courfe of years, and by a feries of fchemes, 
O 2 had 
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had bficn contriving to bring this important 
event* about*! 

The 

* Thir fbbfxne of Qi^een ElhMbcth, in ^ccoyifig 
Queen Mary to throw herfclf into her hands, was 
fbrmetl by her fo early as the period of Mary's refolu- 
tion of leaving France and returning to her own 
domiMiont : and it appears tbat Elizabeth tievor loft 
fi^tofherpl^. (JeeYoUj, ip- 354- JS?- 376.) The 
only escufe that can be ta^c for Mary's cKduljty, i> 
the fear ihe might have been impreCed with, of again 
falling into the hands of her rdiel fubjefls, which the 
had reafon to appnhend might have been fatal to bcr. 
. Sut the credulous Queen, above all, trufled implicitly 
t m the letters lately addieflcd to her by Queep Elizabeth 
upon her cfcape from Lochlevin, irvviting her, in a moft 
affei^ionate ftratti, to take refuge in England, under 
the ft^cmn promife of affidance, and as a pledge of 
faith and friendship, accompanying her letter with a 
ring. So grofs a breach of faith, in thusdecoying the 
credulous Prlncels to rufli into the fnarc laid for her,- 
is a deed fo black in every circumftance attending it, 
2S\d lays open a heart fo void of evcFy priMiple of 
honour or humanity, as calls for the elcarcft evidence 
to fupport it r which fhall be laid before the reader. 

In the time of the conferences in England, Queen 

Mary's Gommiffioncrs appeared hi prefence of Queen- 

Elizabetb 
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' ". The part which the confederates, with 

Moitay at their head, a£ted, in aceafing 

the 

Elizabeth and her Council at Hampton GoHrt, on die 
1 6th of December 1568, and the Biibop of Rofs, in 
tbeu; nitoe, addrei^ Qtfeen Elhaabeth hnfdf in thefe 
^ords: ," Our Soverane," fays h«, *' came of liir 
" own free motive will within your Majeftie's realqi, 
" ut>on the gfeit confidence llie had in your Majelllc, 
*' -i- and dif ci^ and fmdrie faith^ull promifcs pafl befbir 
*' 1iet,wixt your HicrieTs and hir, and cmjirmt tt 
" witm^s and iaikens latelie fen t betwixt your Ma- 
" jejlie and hir j and laft of sll, . as ymr Mcye/iie bar 
" inatvn, be Beian." — Goodall, vol. ii. p. 265.— 
^b«i (^ne Bithbp of Rofs, again, by a letter of 17th 
Dtc«|H&er t567, tKus addrefies Queen Elizabeth, re* 
minding her of the " findrie ^rem)/ii of frUadjlupy 
*' amitie, emd mutual ajjtjiana, affirm'ti he tskemi and 
^ Vuritifigs i a'nd la^ of all, te r'efaving the ftng again 
'* fri Beiim^ imediatly after hir delivering furth of 
•• Lochlevin, quhillc your Majefty had gevtn and 
*' interchangit as a pledge of amitie, and promife of 
*' help to uthers muluallie whenfocvcr occafioua 
" fould require,"— (Goodall, vol. ii, p, 38+. . 
Whitaker, vol. i, p. 37.)- — And to complete th« 
whole evidence, there remains the tcSimony of Secre- 
tary Cecil, in his own hand-writing, acknowledging 
O 3 tht 
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the Queen of the murder of Lord Damley 
before Queen Elizabeth, by 'which Murray 
fecured to himfelf, by Elizabeth's means, 
.the Regency of the kingdom, has already 
been fliown. We return to Bothwell. 

After the death of the Earl of Murray, 
the Earl of Lennox, father to the Lord 
Damley, having fucceeded him in the Re- 
gency, fent over, in the year 1570, one 
Thomas Buchanan, as his minifter to the 
court of ~ Denmark, to folicit that king to 
have the Earl of BothweU fent home, and 
delivered up to him. This embaffy had 
not the effe^ of procuring the Earl of Both- 
weU to be delivered up. We learn, how- 
ever, that Mr. Buchanan fent over an ac- 
count of his tranfa^ioos to his mafter Lea-. 



the truth of the above hStSy as foritierly quoted, !n 
there words: " She (Queen Mary} trufted. to the 
" ^uim'f Majiftit'i htlpt becaufe (he had in her 
" trouble reetivfd matjji mtjfagei to that iffeSI," Cotton 
Lib. Anderfon, vpl. iii, p. 9^. 
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nox, which it. is probable contained fome 
particulars froth the mouth of Botfawelt 
relating to the murder. The&, it would 
appear, were , not thought proper to be 
expofed to light. The Eail of Morton at 
this time was at London, negotiating to 
have Queen Mary, then in England, ftill 
detained prifoner. It is [Hobable that this 
embafly of Buchanan's to Denmark y/M 
not relifhed hj him. He appears to have 
been iufpicious of iome difcoveries from 
tiiat quarter. He had the addrefs, there- 
fore, to intercept the above packet from 
Buchanan, and the boldnefs to open and 
perufe the contents, though addrelTed to his 
mafter Lennox only. For proof of this 
faft, we have Morton's own letter to the 
Regent Lennox ftill preferved, though Bu- 
chanan's letter from Denmark is not to 
be found ; but as Morton himfelf fooa af- 
ter fucceeded to the Regency, this may 
eafily be accounted for. Morton's letter to 
O 4 the 
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rfic Repeal: is in tNefeWDrda ; ■** "We refavil 
*' a ktter writteo furthof Deqr^ark, te Mr* 
!* Thomw Bilcbanan, to your Grace, of 
»* date the loth tif January j and bocaflfo 
**.we judgit that foihe things might .b9 
*' fpecifyed thairin quhilk were expedietit 
*' to be remembered upon here, we luie tb$ 
** holdftrfs fo open and read'the letter^ qubllk 
♦* it may pleis your Grace prefently to re-^ 
" faive. The caufe why it hds been fo 
" long in fending, was that we tfiobght 
" not beft to commit' it to the tlirouch 
" port, or a common iheSenger : for that 
*' we had rla will the contents of the fame 
*^ tiild be known, fearing that fome words 
*' and matters mentioned in the fame, be- 
*' ing difperfit heir as iiovellis, fuld rather 
*' bavehinderedthan furthered our caufe; and 
** thairfor, being defifit at court to fhow 
" the letter, we gave to underftand, that 
. " We had fent the principal away, and 
" deliverit a copy, otnittdndjk things as we 

" t^joifg&t 
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** thought not meet to he fhawn^ as your 
•* Gface may pereeire by the like copy, 
*' quhilk alfo we have fent you herewith, 
•' quhilk ye may communicate to fie as your 
*' Grace thinks not expedient to commum-* 
•' cate the haill contents of the principal 
** letter unto V* 

Tliis letter is figned hy Morton, and 
Jikewife by the Abbot of Dunfermline, an4 
MacgJIl, two perfons whom we have al- 
ready feen employed as ufeful inftrumenti 
to Murray and Morton ; and is dated the 
a 4th of March 1570, that ie, above tWo 
months after the date of Thomas Bucha^ 
nan's letter to Lennox. From which it is 
plain, that Mortoa and his aflbciates mull 
have kept tliis letter in their hands above 4 
month before they were pleafed to fend it 
down to Scotland to Lennox, to whoni i? 
was addreffed. 

♦ Cotton Lib. Lennox's Regiftcr of Letters, fol. 202, 
Goo^all, vol. ii. p. 382. 



r:,9,N..<ib, Google 



202 Inqdirv iitio the Evidence 

For what purpofes Morton intercepted, 
and detained fo long, this letter from 
Denmark, in his hands, and why he was 
pleafed to deliver a falfe and caflrated copy, 
even to his good fnend Queen Elizabeth, 
and her minifter Cecil, omitting fome mat- 
ters contained in this letter, that were not 
meet (as he acknowledges) to bejhown, feem 
to be pretty obvious: and I leave it to 
others to determine, how far this whole 
tnanantvre of Morton, with refpefl to the 
intercepting thig packet to the Regent, 
breaking it open, detaining it for feveral 
weeks in his hands before he fent it to Len- 
nox, concealing the contents, and taking 
upon him to deliver to the Engliih court 
a falfe copy, or indeed to deliver any copy 
:^t all, does not carry the ftrongeft fufpicion, 
that the original letter fent from Denmark 
contained matters of great importance relat- 
ing to the murder, and particularly againft 
Morton himfelf, and the whole party ; and 
whether 
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whether it is not extremely probable, that 
he might have abftra^ed part of the 
contents, and even falfified the original, 
which he wfls pleafed to fend to Lennox, 
for the iame very reafons which induced 
him to falfify the copy, which he owns him- 
felf he gave in to the Englifh court. 

The breaking open a letter from an amr 
baiTador at a foreign court, to his mafter 
the Regent of Scotland, without authority, 
mull convince every mortal, that Morton 
muft have been under the greateft anxiety 
and fufpicion, that tlie contents were of 
the utmoft importance, and contained fome 
dangerous dUcoveries relating to himfelf, 
which could induce him to venture upon 
fo grofs a pra^ice ; and his keeping up the 
letter for fo long a time in his hands, un- 
der the poor pretence of not trufting it 
with a common meflenger, is as convin- 
cing, that during that time he was prac- 
fjjttig upon it, and that it was not without 
delign 
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defign that he kept this letter, ail this while 
in his hands *. 

■ Lennox continuing to folicil the Ring of 
l)enmarfc to fend over Both*vell td be tried, 
Queen Elizabeth Iikewife was pleafed td 
urge the fame requeft. "Hiat King, by a 
letter fent to the Earl of Lennox, agreed to 
fend over Bothwell, upon thefe conditions : 
That Queen Elizabeth fliould become 
bound, and litewife the eflates of Scot*- 
tend, by folemn writings, to be fent to 
penmark againft the 24th day of Auguft 
I571, that the Earl of Bothwell fliould 
ihsve a fair trial. This letter Lennox fent 
to Queen Elizabeth for her advice, by a 
letter of the 25th of May that year : but: 
the fecurity for Bothwell demanded by 
the Danifli King, not being fint^ that af* 

• This affair fufEciently fhows the imbecility of 
Jrfnnojf, He was nominal Regent only, while the 

audacious Morton took upon him to rule the whol^ 
fff^ifs of governhcnt. 

fair 
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fair was of coafequeace dropped <dto-. 
gether*. 

The great fcheme of the confederates, 
Murray, Morton, and Lethington, having 
been, as we have feen, to overturn the go- 
vernment of the kingdom, by the deftruc- 
tion or imprifonment of the Queen, and to 
attain pofleflion thereof to themfelves ; we 
have hitherto traced the triumvirate co- 
operating together in that fcheme, which 
was accomplifhed by the (^een's imprifon- 
roent, and the Earl of Murray being fettled 
in the Regency. 

But as the views of the confederates came 
after that to be feparated, and more die* 
tached from each other, we miift now trace 
dieir condu<f^ feparately. We therefore re^ 
turn to the Earl of Murray, 

In the time of the conferences in Eng- 
land, the Duke of Noifolk, a'Noblemaa 

• Lennox's Regifter, fo], aij. ajs- 
- 1 pofTefled 
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poflefled of every amiable quality, the firft 
Peer in England in rank and power, and, 
as Sir James Melvill juftly fays, at that time 
the grcateft fubje^l: in Europe, was one of 
Elizabeth's Privy Council, and one of the 
oommifiioners appointed to treat with the 
Scotch commiifioners on Queen Mary's af- 
fairs. I'his patriot nobleman had very 
early feen to the bottom of his miftrefs 
Elizabeth's views, and had obferved the 
artful contrivances ufed by her to induce 
Mary's rebellious fubjefls, Murray and 
his party, to defame and accufe their Sove- 
reign : he not only knew Elizabeth's re- 
fentment againft a hated rival, but Hke- 
wife, that ihe intended to quafh entirely, 
and put an end, if poflible, to a queftion 
, that had often before this been agitated in 
England, to her great difquict, viz. the 
a&ir of fettling the fucceffion to the 
crown of England. The Duke of Norfolk 
had, under the greateft confidence, apd moll 
folemn promifes from Murray, of friend- 
&ip 
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<faip and fecrecy, cominunicated to htm Ms 
whole thoughts upon that fubjeiS : he had 
told him, that Elizabeth's pJan was no 
other than to fpirit them on to accufe 
their Queen, with a view to difappoint the 
fcheme of fettling the fucceflion to the crown 
of En^and ; he therefore di0uaded Murray 
itom fufiering himfelf to be made the tool 
and inftrument of Elizabeth's defigns in 
defaming his own Sovereign, for which all 
men would deteft him *. 

Murray appeared to be convinced, and 
promifed to be directed by the Duke ; and 
a mutual engagement of friendfhip was 
entered into between them. Notwithftand- 
ing this folemn engagement, at the very 
firft meeting of the linglilh Council, Mur- 
ray, by a moft perfidious and hypocritical 
behaviour, with tears in his eyes, as Sir 
James Melvill fays f^ gave in his infamous 
accufation againll his Sovereign; and, to 



Milvill, p. 181. 


i96. 


t Ibid. p. 18$. 

crown 
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crown ay, the whole engagemeot betvvged 
him and the Duke of Norfolk i^^s inx- 
roediately difclofed to Queeu Elizabeth* 
The Duke, though vexed to be fufpe^ed 
by Queen EUzabeth aa a partiiaa in any 
icheme th^t had the appearance of opr 
pofing her fentimeuts, yet feeing the wholi! 
that hatl pafled between him and Miuray 
laid open, and confcious of the re^itodg o^ 
his own intentions, openly declared, " TTiat 
" during her lifetime he would never offeniiJ 
" her, but ferve and honour herj and aftef 
" her the Queen of Scotland, as the only 
" means for efchewing of civil wars and 
" bloodfhed, that might otherwife fall 
" out*." 

After the conferences in En^and were 
broke up, Murray, who by his treachery 
to the Duke of Norfolk had not only loft 
the efteem and friendfhip of that noble- 
man, but expofed himfeif to the EngUfli 

• Melvill, p. 187. 

court, 
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Gourt, juftly found himfelf defpifed and 
detefted by every body *, and in very un* 
eafy circumflances at London. He wanted 
to come down to Scotland ; at the fame 
time he was in want of money, and had 
no friends to procure him affiftance. Be^ 
fides, as the Duke of Norfolk had the 
command of the whole northern parts of 
the kingdom, Murray knew well, that 
he could not pafs the border in iafety, 
•without the Duke's friendfliip ; and how 
to compafs this, and to regain the con6- 
dence of a perfon whom he had fo lately 
betrayed, required the greateH: addrefs, and 
the utmoft ftretch of his diiHmuIatioo and 
hypomfy. About this time, Secretary 
Lethington, from a confciournels of the 
wrongs he had donq the Queen, and 
willing, in fomc degree, 'to make atone- 
znent, now privately inclined to her inte- 
reft ; by his means, Sir Nicholas Vhrock- 
moTton, a confident «f the Duke's, gair« 

• Melvm, p. 186. 
Vol. II. P iM 
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his affiftance on this fatal occafioo. Th# 
Duke had, by this time, made pFopofal» 
of marriage to Queea Mary : in order^ 
therefore, to accbmplifh this i^Cter^ 
Throckmorton convinced him, thai ie 
would conduce to the good of hm affair 
to have the friendOiip of Murray. The 
Duke fufiered himfrif to be perfAaded; ^ 
Murray and Secretary Lethiagton "frere f^ 
eretly brought to an interview with the 
Duke J where we may prefume that nei- 
ther prayers, tears, nor the moft folenln 
promifes and proteAations of friendflitp 
and fecrecy, were Wanting on the part of 
Murray. The Duke, noble, generous, 
and open, forgave all that Vas paft, and 
opened his breaft to Murray and Lething- 
ton, as to his purpofe of marriage with 
Queen Mary ; arid " the Regent promifed, 
" as far" (fays Melvill) " as could be de- 
*' vifea ; fo that a greater friendfiiip was 
•*■ packed up between them than ever*.** 

• Melvin, p. 188, 
■" 1 This 
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*Thh was. all hypocrify and deceit on th« 
p«rt of- Murray, whofc intention it n^vec 
was to forward 4ny fucli marriage ; fo 
that this worthy nobleman, who defervqd 
a better fate^ was a fecond time no^dc 
the dupe of Murray's profound diffimur 
lation and fair promifes, and was fooa 
after moft pcrfidioufly betrayed by hitft. 
For all this we have the undoubted au^ 
thority of cotemporary writers ; particu- 
larly Sir James Melvill, and the author 
of Crawford's manufcript ; the firft of 
whom is fo much the profefled apologift 
of Murray, that no objedtion can He 
againft his authority in this matter. Sir 
James's words are, ** After the Rcgeqt Jiad 
" got this money, and taken leave of 
** Queen Elizabeth, he was advifed, by fiich 
•* as had credit with him, to tell the Queen 
" all that had paffed betwixt the Duke and 
*' him. And to do it more covertly, it 
" was devifed, that the Queen of England 
" fliould fend for him, pretending to gjvt 
P 2 " him 
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** him foirie admohition about fome ord^ 
•• to be obftrved upon the border. This 
** being done, find ^ things difcovered to 
•* the Queen, with a prbmife, fo foon as he 
** came to Scotland, and had received any 
•* letters from the Duke, by cyphers ot 
•• otherwife, he fliould fend them to Eng- 

** land by cxprefs. After the Regent'8 

** fafe return to Scotland, Mr. John Wood, 
** his fecretary, procured upon the firft oc- 
** cafion to be fent to England, with all 
** the letters which had been fent from 
•* the Duke of Norfolk which could tend 
•* to undo him.— -The Duke was fent 
** to the Tower, and fome time after was 
" beheaded*." 

From this flory, which contains fo black 
a piece of treachery and ingratitude, carried 
on under the T^eft diflimulation) we may 
judge, with certainty, of the real chara^et 

* Melvill, p. 189. GUrgovedit.; Crawford, p. JI9. 
and 129. i and Robertfon, vol. i. p. 437. 

' of 
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of the ^^ at godly Regent <i and, withouc 
breach of charity, conclude him to have 
b$en capable of engaging in the worft of 
crimes, to ferve his own views, and to 
maintain himfelf in that government which 
^y the fame pra£lices he bad obtained. 
To proceed ; 

The difpofition of Murray appears to 
have be^n altogether congenial with that of 
Elizabeth. In this laftafiair they co-operate4 
to one point, the detuning of Queen ^axy 
a prifoner in England for life. That being 
accompliihed, Murray now turned his 
thoughts to Scotland, to the eftablifliment 
of his government there, by the deftru^on 
of the Queen's friends. Lethington wa» 
the firft to be profcfibed, Jip was Bpw 
bated and dreaded by the Regent. He had 
been his aflbciate and confederate through 
the whole feries of the confpiracics which 
had difturbed the Queen's reign. At feeing 
fl^e miferable fituation to which flie was 
P 3 pow 
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new reduced, awd to which he had iatally 
cantribttted, Lethingtwi now felt remorfe, 
and was ferioufly, though fecretly, dif- 
pAfed to ftrve her. 

. This ^d id not ef(japc the penetration of 
Murray. Lethington's late condu^ in pro* 
moting the Duke of Norfolk's intended 
marriage, which tended to the reftoration 
of the Queen, could never be forgiven. 
He determined to take him ofF, as he had 
done Norfolk *• Sir James Melvill, from 
whom we'takfe the following faits, was the 
intlraJite friend of the Regent, and tells us 
he was wltnefs to the tranfadions f . The 
Hegerft, fays Welvjil, refolved to accufe 
Secretary Lethingtdn as acceflary to Lord 
Darnley's murder. To bring this about, 
however, required all Murray's cunning and 
addrefs. LethingtOn had been too long his 
confederate to venture openly to provoke 

,.* Crawford, p. 133. 
f Melvill, Glafgow edition, p. 190,^ ct Teq. 

him 
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htm Jto take a defpexate meafure, and to un- 
fold their joint fchemes of iniquity. It was 
neceflary, therefore, that the accufation 
againft Lethington Ihould come from ano- 
ther quarter. The Earl of Lennox was 
under no fuch reftraint : his retainer and 
dependent, the famous Thomas Crawford* 
whom he had before brought as evidence 
againft the Queen, appeared before Murray 
^nd his council, and accufed Lethington a? 
accefibr^ to the late King's murder. Le^ 
ihington was thereupon imprifoned. i^r 
William Kirkaldy of Grange, one of Le- 
■thingtoti's friends, was then governor of the 
■caftle of Edinburgh. They both fufpeded 
Murray to be at the bottom of this fcheme, 
and told him fo. Sir James Melvill fays, 
that Murray's apology privately to them 
"was, " That it confifted not in his power 
to fave Lethington from prifon, feeing he 
was accufed, agahift bis -wUl^ for the King's 
'* murder : but that Grange fliould know 
" bis boneji forty i. e. intention^ thereof at 
P 4 " meet- 
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** meeting." Lethington, and his fmnd 
Grange, were not, however, by fmooth 
fpeeches, convinced of the fincerity of 
Murray's intention : a meflage was fent 
by Grange to the Regent, defiring the like 
juftice to be done upon the Earl of Mor- 
ton and Mr. Archibald Douglas. - Grange 
himfelf offered to Jigbt •with Douglas^ and 
the I^rd Herrles with the Earl of Mor- 
ton^ on that head, " That they were in 
** the council, and confequently^art and 
" part of the King's murder *." To this 
challenge no anfwer was made : ** only'* 
(continues Melvill) " the Regent,^/// conti- 
** aued to alledge, that tBe Lords bad taken 
*' Lethington agamji bis wilV^ Grange, on 
this, fufpeiSing the worft, thought it not 
fit to truft to Murray's fair words \ he 
therefore fent a party from the caftle, re- 
fcued Lethington, and took. him under hts 
own protedion. I ftUl follow Melvill.— 
" Murray and his Councellor (Morton, by 

• Melvill, p. 191. 

*' whom 
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*' whom he was led) were in great per- 
" plexity when they law that Grange had 
" taken Lethington to the caille, fuppoji^ 
** aU their councils to he difchfed. They 
•* knew not how to help the matter, but 
•* the Regent was advifed to cover his anger 
" until a fit opportunity, caufing him to 
" go up to t^c caftle the next morning j 
** for he .durft truft Grange, though Grange 
** would no more truft him." Melvill pro- 
ceeds : *' After this there were many de- 
** vices how to entrap Grange, but he 
" was advertifed to be upon his guard, 
" — ^The Regent," continues Melvill, " went 
" up to the caftle, and conferred with 
" them, as a friend, of all his affairs, with 
"• a merry countenance, and cafUng in 
" many merry purppfes, minding them of 
** many ftraits and dangers they had for- 
" merly been engaged together in. So far 
" was he inftrufled to di0emble ; yet the 
" violence he did himfelf herein was eafily 
" per- 
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"pCTCOT^d by Jnch who had been ac- 
^ -quainted wu^ bixft.'' 

'What- a -piaure erf" drffimdlation fiave 
wc here of this arch-Tiypocritc, But his 
anrfice and hypocrify were praSHed in vain 
upon fucfe men as Kirkaldy and 'Lething- 
ton, who were too well and intimately ac- 
"quainted with his duplicity, -to be caught 
in io palpable a fnare. Let ws fee how- 
Murray ^b<Siave& on this difappointnvent.— 
* I ^-new," Tays Melvill, " tha-t the taking 
** TiCthington I© tiie caftJe, funk deepeft 
-** into the Regent's heart." Melvill gi^es 
the reafon as above ; ** He and Morton 
** fuppofed a'fi their couNci/s would he- dif- 
**' clofed" - — 4f Murray had fuQceeded in 
■decoying Grange from (he caftle, Melvill 
"has difcovered to as What was to- have been 
liis fate. Morton, fays he, had four at- 
faflina prepared, and lying in wait to have 
murdered Grange <Ai his catering the 
Regent's 
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Regent's houfe, if he could have beea 
drawn from the caftle *. 

Murray, however, being now firmly 
fupported by Queen Elizabeth, exerted his 
whole power to opprefs and harafs thofe 
who had lately fupported their unfortunate 
Queen. Of the noblemen who had takea 
a part for her relief, the raoft powerful 
were, the Duke of Chattelrault, and the 
Eark of Huntly and Argyle. Some of 
thefe, particularly Huntly, were ftill in 
&rms for the Queen. Seeing, however, 
little profpeiH of fucceeding in overturn- 
ing Murray's government, thus firmly fup- 
ported, they began to liften to favouraWe 
terms held out to them by the Regent, of 
refioring them and their dependents to 
their fortunes and eftates, which had been 
forfeited and taken from them. 

On the folemn afiurances of thefe term? 
fpr himfclf and friends, Huntly difbanded 

• MelTiII, p. 192. 

his 
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bis troops, which he h^d no foofier done, 
than the falfe Regept haftened to Aberdeen^ 
fummoned at! Huntly's friends and ad- 
herents to appear before him, and, con- 
trary to faith, obliged them to compound 
for their late being in arms for their Queen, 
and exacted from them foch enormous 
fums of money, that moft of them and 
their families, fays the Hiftorian of the 
times, werp reduced to beggary an4 
'ruin *. 

By the feme falfehood aod treachery, hq 
trepanned and got into his hands, the Duke 
of ChattelrauU and Lord Berries. On the 
Regent's alfured faith, thefe noblemen were 
decoyed to come to- Edinbuigh, to alEH: is\ 
quieting the country, as he pretended ; but 
no fooner were they arrived, than they ' 
were made prifoners, and fent to the caftle"!". 
By thefe ads of treachery and oppreiEon, 

• Crawford, p. 131. -t Melvill, p. 195, 
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in operi violation of every moral obligation 
towarda all who had Ihewn any degree of 
loyalty to the unfortunate Queen, Murray 
became univerfally detefted and abandoned^ 
fays'the Hiftoriani by every worthy maa*j 
fo that when he appeared in pnbHc, he 
was attended by a mean retinue of his de* 
pendents only. He was fenfible himfelf 
of the contempt into which he had fallen, 
and he became diipirited and dejeded at 
the Irequent infuUs he met with f . 

Amongft thofe loyalifts who fought far 
their unfortunate Queen at the fatal battle 
of Langfide, was a gentleman of the name 
of Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh J. He was 
, there taken piiibner, and condemned by 
the Regent to be hanged, but made hi» 
efcape, and was forfeited. His wife, who 
was the heirefs of Woodhoufelee, willingly 
abandoned her husband's patrimonial eftate 

• CnwforO, p. 139. t Vb'iA, J -Ibid. 140. 
of 
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of Bothwellhaugh, amd betook hcrfelf to 
the ellate which ihe held in her own right. 
Murray, on thiB, fent an armed party, who, 
after ftripping the unfortunate Lady, turned 
her naked out of her houfe at midnight 
into the open fields, expofed to the in- 
clemency of cold and darknefs. By this 
inhuman treatment fhe loft her fenfes, and 
became frantic. Her hufband, from that 
moment, vowed the death of Murray, 
which he put in execution Toon after. The 
Regent held his court at that time at the 
palace of Linlithgow : there Hamihon lay 
in wait for him in a houfe which he had 
hired, having a wooden gallery fronting 
the high ftreet, and a poftern-gate which 
opened to the fields, where he had a fwift 
horfe, ready faddled, for making his efcape. 
He knew the time when the Regent was 
to pafs along the ftreet on horfcback; feized 
the opportunity, took his aim, and, with 
a fingle bullet, fhot him through the body; 
then 
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then nioaflted hh ht^rfe, itid'^SA^&i'xo 
HamihdH, ftftd front theiice tt> Ffanc*. It 
k reported of Ibai, tiiM while hd was th«r«, 
a reward was o^red him to kiH Admirat 
Coligny: ** No," anfVrered' he,- " tmleft 
** Coligny had injured ' me as highly a4 
" Murray did*." '■ 

Thus died James Stuart Earl of Murray, 
Regent of Scotland. To the fupremacy of 
power he attained, by a fteady and de- 
termined adherence to an early plan, formed 
by him for the deftruiftion of his queea 
and fitter; and for that purpofe, bafely 
felling himfelf and the freedom of his 
country to Qjaeen Elizabeth, who fup- 
ported him in all his traiterous plots and 
confpiracies agaiaft his native fovereign. 
He enjoyed his ill-got dignity only two 
years and five months, in which fhort 
Ipace he lived to fee himfelf the objeiS 
• Crawford, p. 140. 

of 
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. of univerial deteftation and contempt : neg-* 
le£ted by his former friends, unleis hj 
Morton, and thofe zealots among the Re^ 
formed Qergyj whom, by his hypocridcal 
and aflfeded fanfUty, he made the ufeful 
inftruments of his ambition ; and deferted 
by every honeft man*1 

* Crawford, p. i^j Mdvill, p. 194. 
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CHAP. VII, 

AbJiraB or Outlines of the Hjfiory of the 
Times t ferviag Jo illuftrale the ASions 
and CbaraSiers of the Confederates againfi 
^een Mary, while Jbe was detained a, 
PrifoTter in England^ during the JucceJJive 
Regencies of the Earls of Lennox, Mar, 
and Morton. — The Trial, ConfeJ^on, and 
Death of Morton, 

'T^HE anions and chambers of the con- 
federates for the dethroning of Queen 
Mary, when considered} and weighed in 
the cppofite fcale ^th that of the unfor- . 
tunate Queen, form a weighty argument 
In her iavour. As we have, in the fore^ 
going pages, traced the conduct of thefe 
confederates from Queen Mary*s arrival, 
'^ V6l. II. Q^ from 
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from France, in her own kingdom, until 
the fatal end of their leader the Earl of 
Murray, who did not long enjoy the fruits 
of his traiterous confpiracies againft hi» 
Sovereign : we now proceed in our re- 
fearch, with regard to Morton and Lc- 
Hiington^ the- remaimng aflbciates, from 
the a^Tfr period of Murray's aflaifinatlonf 
un^l tiheir £nat eztaftrophe; ni which it 
iii«j be neceffin-y ta fketeh the outlines of 
ft)- much of the hiftory of the times as 
fervea to Hluftrate the charafters^ and con- 
fted with the particafer aflions of the 
abovementioned per&ns. 

The prematwe ^ath (rf the Earl of 
Murray was eenfi^ed by the friends of 
Queen Mary, as a fatal Wow to the a#- 
Tcrfe party, whic^ they hopeJ, bow that 
their moft adi^ve leader^ and' th* btttereft 
iof the Queen*? enemies in Scothntf, wap 
cut off, intg?rt bring about her refloiradoa 
to the throne of her own kingdom. Qaeen 
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Elizabodi could not conceal' her grief oii 
tliat CTsn^ and the Intereft whicfa ihe hid 
ia a lific «htch flie confidaled.aft of.gmt 
iaqwan m cc to her*. 

Morton, by the {import of Elizabeth, 
now became the leader ^ the party aguaft- 
thc Queett. ImmediaCdy afier Mturay's 
dea(b, be took \spon Urn to calls oon- 
veation of the NoUIity, efpecially fudl 
(&ys CravHbrd) as were the Qaeea'a cne^ 
mie& 

The friends of the Queen, iqjon thU, 
defired the meeting to be adjourned to a 

* ETTzabeth, fays I>r. RobertfoD> bewuled die death 
of Mnmj a» ihe moft fatal di&fter that eeuM have 
befallen her kingdom^ and w» inconfi^ble to ad^rae 
that little fuited her dignitj. RobcrtTon, o£tavo edit, 
vol. )K p. I. 

Qneeo Mary too, on bearing of Murray's death, 
is fkid to have fhed teari for this inhutnan brother, 
vhofc det«flabl« vrielctdneA and tnacbcry had preci- 
pitated her from her thrcne to a prifon. Crawford, 

0^2 ■ longer 
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longer' day, tliat the whole Nobility might 
haTe indmationy and time to attend this 
conventioa. . Notwithfiandlng, Morton and 
his fiiends met on the day appointed ; 
when the firfl thing Morton got done, was 
an aft of the convention, abfolving Se- 
cretary Letfimgton from the acciHatioh 
brought againft him, as acceflbry to the 
late King's murder; " and recognofcing 
** him, as an hoaeft man, in his own place 
" again ; and as a good and profitable in- 
** ftrument in this common well! *.*' After 
this, the Earl of Lennox was. declared Re- 
gent of the kingdom. 

Confederates in iniquity become always 
fufpidpus, and take the firit opportunity to 
get rid of each other. 

Noiwithflanding this abfolutioa of Lc- 
thington, the very fame year the Regent 
Lennox difmifled the Secretary from his 

• Crawford, p. 149* 

offices. 
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o^tt% proclaimed him a traitor on ac- 
coun't of the late King's murder,' and aa 
it,Gc of forfeiture was paiTed^againft^him; ' 

As Morton was the Regp nt*s chief mini- 
fter at the time, Lethington, withreafon; 
blamed Morton as the caufe of his forfeit- 
ure. The letters that paiTed l^etweenthem' 
on that head, which are Aill pr^ferved to 
tts, are curious, and give great light Into 
this matter. Lethington wrote to his friend 
the Laird of Carmichael the followihg let- 
ter, which, it appears^ was flriiwn ;by hinj^ 
^5<»tpn ; " He .(Morton) #ais the chixS. 
*.' \rer and foHcUor , of . my {setended 
** N^, for acrimcy itftereaft Ik.Anonvt 

V N^»rjf, J was at innocent as bim- 

^n's anfwer to Carmicbael is 
/^* When it fliall be coafidered; 
-iad the gQyernment^.aQd for what 
^e the forfeiture paft^ I think they 
/will not efteem me the chief procurer or 
** folicitor thereof: for the Earl pf Lennox 
0^3 ** being 
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. ** being tfa« Regent, having the admini- 
¥ ftcadoi) cS j^lftice in his hands, and the 
** caufe bsiiig the murder of the King his 
•* fon, it might be well thought that there 
»' needed ttttte procuratton or foltcUation. 
V~-That Z ^oow him innocent in my 
** cotnfiaence as myfelf I the contrary there- 
** of IB true; &x I was .and- am innocent 
** thereof, but could hot affirm the fame 
^ of hini, coniidering what I uaderfiood 
* of that ttuoter of bit own 6onfeffi9n to 
w myfelf^." Tids' wai-Tery plain lan- 
goage hetween theie ooinfederaties, '^ow 
jeady tb fett out j but they knew 4feey 
vnrefliU an the hands of friends. If Mat- 
ttn bad' himfelf been '^tirely innoeent, 
and knew Lethrngton- to have been guihy 
of the Kiag« murder, what could induce 
turn,' in the afl of-flonvention 1570, to 
|irocnre tUit mjirderet ef the Kiog to be 
then absolved of the «riaie, and redognifed 

* Bannaptine's cpntinuatiffi of Knox's Hiftory, MS, 
ip, 202. Advocates* library. ' 

0S 
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as an honefi man ? Only thuj jitrely, ihit 
Lcthington at that time was bis frieod 
and confederate; afterwards it feems fair 
fell oiit with him," and had the influence 
with the Regent fecrelly to procure Le- 
thington's forfeiture ; but for fear o^ pro- 
Toking him to a. full dUcov^y of jlreic 
joint crimes, he durft siot openly ad 
againft hira, 

, Morton was well accpiainied with the 
veakneis and veriatile difpoiition c^ Le- 
tbington, and the favour he now difcovered 
towards the Queen. The appreheafion 
tvhich he had, of Lethingtoa's laying open 
to his friend and protestor, Sir William 
lUrkaldy of Grange, their whole fcenes of 
iniquity, which muft have opened the eyes 
of the public, and operated the Queen's 
reinftatement, and his own ova-throw; th^ 
lat brooding in his borom, and gave biin 
no quiet but in the thoughts of compalBng 
l^thington's death, together with that of 
0^4 hi* 
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his confidant .and prote£tor Grange, who 
now had openly declared againft the Re- 
gent's and Morion's party, and left them, 
and held out the Caftle of Edinburgh in the 
Queen's name. 

- Hie Earl of iLennox's Kegency was of 
fiibrt duration, one year and four months 
only ; in which anarchy and confufion 
prevailed over the whole kingdom. Both 
parties were in arms againft each other. 
Separate conventions, under the name of 
Parliaments, were held. The one under 
the authority of the Queen ; the other by 
the Regent, in name of the young Prince, 
whom, under Murray's Regency, they had 
proclaimed King. In thefe feparate Par- 
liaments mutual attainders atid forfeitures 
were iflbed againft each other, in confe- 
quence of which, the country was de- 
ilroyed, and much blood fhed ; while the 
idetellable policy of Elizabeth fomented this 
'dieftruftive civil rage, . and by means of 
the 
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the infamous Randolph, her minlfter, then 
refident in Scotland, artfully keeping well 
with both parties, incited them agaiod 
each other *, In this wicked plan, fhe Aic> 
ceeded 

* Of this we have full evidence. Sir James Mel- 
vill fays, he was fent by .Randolph with propofilions to 
Grange, Governour of the CaHle, to agree with the 
Regent, and affift him and his party. — Grange's an- 
fwcr to Randolph by Mclvill was, a requcft to Ran- 
dolph to fpealc plain to him. — On this, fays Mclvill, 
after fome ceremonies and proteftations of fecrecy, he 
(aid, " Tell your friend (Grange) this from Mr. Ran- 
** dolph (but not from the £ngti£h AmbaSador), that 
*' there is no lawful authority in Scotland but the 
" Queen's; flie will prevail at length, and therefore 
" it is his intereft, as the fafcft courfe, to join him- 
« felf to her faflion." ** This waS the help," lays 
Melvill, " be m^e to the Regent, who b«li«ved tbat 
" Randolph's embafly (to Scotland) was to advanco 
" his authority." Melvill, p. 204. The finger of 
Morton here is eafy to be traced ; he went hand in 
hand with Randolph in this infamous policy of inciting 
the contending parties to cut each other's throats.— 
Melvill proceeds — Randolph knew the animofitics which 
were among the Nobility, and the nature of every one 
in particular, byhislongrefidencein Scotland. ** To 
« the 
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ceeded to her utmoft wifb. Tbc parties 
were not only ftirred^p to fhed each other's 
blood, but to laj waile their Uuda, and 
bum and Jeftroy their cifUes and palaces. 
Nay more, when at one period there was 
fome profpedi of an agreement, to prevent 
this. Sir William Drury, with a body of 
Englifii forces, afIiA>ed the Regent ia 
plundering and throwing ^o tbe- ground, 
the palaces of Hamilton, Linlithgow, and 
Kinneill, which belonged to the Duke of 
Cfaattdrault, then tbc head of the Queen'9 
party. ** This was done" (fays Melvill) 



** ihe Ladict, he caufed his C^een to fend commend- 
•* KioM and totons (prefents). - He alfo ufed hn 
** oraft with die Miniftcrs (Clergy), offering goM to 
** fuch fis he thought could be prevailed with to accept 
•• his ofers. He gave largely to all fuch as he knew 
*' were able to ftrve bim in fats dtfi^ ^ inmdimg lUi 
*' fi-t." And his endeavours were as fuccefsfiit as hff 
could wifli. While Randolph was thus diltribtMing 
his EngliOi g^d with a liberal hand, we need not 
doubt ihot his affiftant Morton, Elisabeth's heft friend 
and flavifb dc^adant, bad bis fu!l ibare of it. 

'^* to 
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** to enrage them, lb as there might be no 
** hope of agreement, when the HamUtoia 
" faw themfelves kt much injured *.** 

To detail the particulars of t!he£e deftmc- 
tive civil cconmotioas, were to deviate iioai 
our plan. Short as I<enn9x*s Regencj' 
was, it was diftinguifhed by Ceveral aQs of 
cruelty and oppreffion. He appears to liare 
been a weak, impetuous, and r^fli nao^ 
foleiy guided by . the Earl of Morton. At> 
bis infiigation, on makiog iumfelf maAcr 
of the town of Brechin, he caufed to be 
banged fieventy-fix of the loyali^, who 
gallantly defended themfelTes ia the church. 
]Be was particularly furious ia lus r^^ 
againft the Duke of Chxttelrai^ and tiic 
HamiUoD*, whom be regarded as the heqds 
ctf the Quwo's party. Beftdes deftroying 
their houfes as abore, under appeaiaoce of 
a moft precipitate and iafgrm^I trial, be 
, poodemned and put to <kath, Hamilton, 

^ MelvUI, p. ao7> 

Archlnfiu^ 
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Archbifliop of St. Andrew's, brother to 
the Duke, as acceffory to Lord Darnley's 
murder *. The moft fignal enterprife of 
the Queen's party during Lennox's Re- 
gency was the laft ; in which, though it 
failed of fuccefs, the Regent loH his hfe. 
Had its fuccefs anfwered to the greatnefs 
and intrepidity of the defign, as planned 
and devifed by the genius of Sir "William 
Kirkaldy, in all probability, it would have 
put an end to the civil war in Scotland, 
by cnifliing at one blow the Regent and his 
adherents : and that it would have fuc-* 
ceeded, is equally probable, had it been 
conducted by Grange himfelf, who, for 
his fagadityi intrepidity, and military fldll, 
WM efteeined . amongft the moft eminent 
captains of the age. But as Govemour of 
tiiefCaftle, the place of refuge of theLords 
of tiie Queen's iparty, to leave fo important 
a poft then iiiidcr his charge, was thought 
by the Lords' to be too hazardous. 

• Crawford, p. 195. 

•/ : Tha 
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- The Regent, with Mortbn and the whole 
Lords of that party, then held a parliament 
at Stirling ; fecure, as they thought them- 
felves, under protection of the caftle, go- 
verned by the Earl of Mar, who had the 
cuftody of the young Prince. On the 
evening of the 3d of September 1571, the 
Eari of Huntly, Lord Gaud Hamilton, Scot 
of Balcleugh, and Sir David Spence, at 
the head of three hundred horfe and one 
hundred foot, fet off from Edinburgh, to 
quell, as they gave out, an infurreition on 
the Border. They took the road fouth- 
ward, until they got out of view of the 
city, when ihaking a circuit towards the 
weft, they marched directly to Stirling; 
where, without halting, they arrived before 
day-light. , They had with them fome of 
the townfmen, who knew every avenue of 
the place. In a few minutes all the horfes 
in the town were fecured, while, at the 
iame time, the houfes of the Regent and 
of his Lords were furrounded a'nd them*- 
felves 
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felvn mddc fvi&ners, and read^ to be car- 
ried oC So faE every thing* fuccceded to 
the wilhes of the aflailaots ; when ar retreat 
being founded) for calliag together the 
icattercd parUe^ not above one h^f of them 
cpuld be got together^ Balcletigh*s Bor- 
derersy intCBt upoa plunder, were ftr^^ng 
la difierent paitft o£ the town. Mar, in 
the caflJe, bctng by this time alarmed with 
the noife and totnult from the town, fud* 
denly marched down a band from the gar* 
rifon. who brifUy attacking the afiallanta, 
thus fcattered^ and be&re thej cpuM be 
coUeded tog^er, came juft in time to 
faatch the prey from theic hands^ when 
ready to> be carried off. In the ttm>ult ami 
confu/ion, the Regent Lennox was moi- 
taUy womuled. He bad been nude [oi- 
foner arlj In. the attack^ and was- uoder 
the protedioo. of Sti; David Spence, to. 
vabom he had furrendeced bimfclf, and 
who gallawly defended him, iintil he hin>- 
Jel£ wat Ilain* Theix otli» {Riibaen- tbe 
aflailanta 
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aflailants were obUged (0 leave behind 
them, to fecure their own retreat, wluclt 
they gallantly effe£led, whh the krfs only 
of a few of their men ; Sir DaTid Spence 
being the onty perfon (rf" rank on that fifc 
killed in this fignal expe^tion, which, 
for greatneft of the defign, and celerity 
and intrepidity in the execution, ia fcarcc. 
to be matched in Iwftory. — That a handful 
of men, fays the cotempiOTary Hiftorkin *, 
harafled and opprefled by powerful ene- 
mies at home, affifted by the powerful 
Queen Elizabeth from abroad, having but 
one place of ftrength for their refuge and 
protection in their own country, ihould 
venture, for a moment to leave that, make 
a circuitous march of near fifiy miles m a 
few hours, enter a large garrifon town, 
full of people, encounter an armed forccj 
infinitely fuperior in number, protefted by, 
and lying under the guns of one of the 
ftrongeft fortrelTes ia die kingdom, and 

* Crawford. 

4 furrottnd. 
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furround, in a moment, and inclore, as in a 
net, the Regent of the kingdom, and his 
-whole Peers, then convened in Parliament ; 
is mgft aftonifhing, and, for the generous 
clemency and moderation {hewn by the 
Tiif^ors, cannot be too much applauded. 
Befides the Regent Lennox, they had iii 
their hands Morton, and ten other Lords, 
the chiefs of their enemies, mounted behind 
the horfemen, ready to be carried off. They 
had it in their power, concludes the HiRo- 
rian, to have prevented a refcue, and to 
have put an end to the civil war at once, 
by difpatching them; But thefe generous 
vigors difdained to fecure their conqueftj 
or ftain their magnanimity, by the blood 
of their prifonera. They left this Machia- 
velian maxim, to be followed by the modern 
butchers in war. 

On the death of Lennox, the Earl of. 

Mar was chofen Regent This Nobleman 

was not endued with bright parts, or deep 

reach 
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Vcach of mind. He was^ however, a man 
of refolution, and poflefled a heart warm to 
the intereft of his country. He was zealous 
in the caufe of the Reformed reli^on^ and 
deemed (^een Mary's principles incompati- 
ble with it. His confcientious zeal had made 
him an eafy conqueft to the artful Murray 
and his partifans. As . he was efleemed, 
however, by both parties as a man of vh-- 
tue and honour, he was thought a fit p^r- 
fon, and worthy to have the charge and 
keeping of the young Prince in the caftle 
of Stirling, of which he was Governor. 
Notwithftanding Morton's efforts to fucceed 
LennoK as Regent, the Earl of Mar was 
iavefted with that high, office. 

The new Regent was fenfible of the 
niiferable ftate to. which the country was 
reduced, by the fury of the enraged parties 
againil each other, and bent his IkiU to 
bring about a treaty of accommodation be- 
tween them. The inflammatory pra^ices 

Vol, 11. R <jf 
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of Randolph became fo glaring as to opett 
their eyes. Randolph bft credit with both 
partly and was recalled by Elizabeth^ who 
fent down Mr. OUgrew in hia jJace; 
whofe fecTfit mftru^ons, however, were to 
fdlow the fame plan 38 the former tninifter. 
Melvill mforihs us, that being aa old 
friend of KilUgrew, and much in fayottr 
with him, he told MelvHf in Confidence, 
* That the English Council neither bmk 
** their eourfe upon the late Regent Len- 
" nox, nor upon this Mar, but entirely 
** upon the Earl of Morton, as confirmed 
** to them by the opinion of Mr. Ran- 
« dolphV ** For albeit" (fays Mr. KIl- 
ligrew) " Moitoa ts not Regent, yet they 
** know that he had a great fai^ion in. the 
" country f , which they (Elizabeth and 
" Council) were refoWed ta Increafci f* 
" that whoever is Regent, h« fhould get 
** little done without MotIou'* coofent.'*— 

« Mclvill, p. 217—119* 
■{■ Bribed by Englilh gold.. 

Kifligrew- 
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KitKgrew conf^fTed tb him, %d Mel^Ih, 
1* ttlat In this bafliiici^ his fcbttiiniffiba kda 
" his iteidd wefit iiot otic wajrj that \& 
** was employed agidnft his will, thdugl! 
** as i fervent he dilrft not difobey hU 
"PrincefsV* 

The well-meaning Regent, i^(»-ant of 
this double-dealing, was ftill endeavouringj 
'with all his ikill and power, to bring tll6 
ccmtending parties to an' accommodatknii 

■* Mcivilli p. atg.— — The hQ. is certainly tnie; 
and is itttfted b; Craicford, p. 244. and other coteitl- 
porarjr Hiftorians. But that the Englifli NGni^ 
fliould thus difcover the fecrets of his miftrefs's coun- 
cHs to Melviil is quefliona^Ie. — Killigrew, at this 
tidte, had even a iDtire important and fecret cdrnmif^ 
fiba to h^otiate with tiii Regent and Ear] of Morton^ 
viz. To treat with them concerning the delivering up 
the unfortunate Queen Mary into t^cir hands, on 
their giving hoftages for putting her to death. See 
Chap. VIII. From the charafler of the Regent, we 
tiiay reafbnabty conclude, that To infamous i treaty 
would be rejefled by him with horror j as we hear 
no more mention of it, until lately difcovered amongS 
Cecil's papers; 

^ R % while 
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while the artful Mortoaj whofe influence 
in Council was fupetior to the Regent's^ 
was as induftrious to keep them afunder^ 
by countara&iiig all his meafures. . The 
Qveen's friends^ in the mean time, Eliza-' 
beih having withdrawn her forces, were 
gaining ground againft their enemies in 
every quarter of (he country, and retaliat- 
ing their late outrages. The godd Regent 
(fa^s Crawford), now feeing the young 
King's intereft daily decline, and that he 
himfelf had no more than the empty title 
of Supreme Magiftrate, while the fadlioua 
Morton ingroffed the whcde power to him- 
felf and his creatures, fell into a deep 
melancholy, which fuddenly brought him 
to his grave, univerfally Ktmented by all 
good men*. 

About 

• MclviU feys, it was fufpeflcd that the Regent** 
i'udden death w^s occafioned by poifon given to him by 
MMton. The ftorj is thus told by him.— "Tho 
** Regent went to Edinburgh to convene the Lords of 
" the Council, to ilicw them the calamities tbst tha 
" ci»a 
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About this time, a moft infamous tranfac- 
tion, firft begun by the Earl of Murray,' 
and now completed by Morton,- ought not 
to be paffed over in filence, as it lays open 
the hearts of two men, whom no principles 
of moral re^ttude, no ties of gratitude, 
honour, orhonefty, could ever bind, nor 
any compunction or feelings of humanity 
eould ever turn afide from their bafe an(i 
wicked defigns, 

. Towards the end pf Murray's Regency, 
when the Duke of Norfolk was engaged in 
Aegociations with Queen Mary^s friends 
abroad for her relief, an infurre^ion, 

*f civil war preduccd, and iti ntctffitf of am agfit^ 
*■' menu for the good of the country. A|canCiine^ 
^* until the day appointed for the Couijcil arrived, be 
*' went to Dalkeith, where he was nobly treated by 
»* the-Lord Morton. Shortly after, he toolc a vehement 
*t ficlcnels, whidi eaufedhin to ridefuddci^y to Stir. 
" ling, where he died much regretted. Some of l|is 
*' friends, and the vulgar, fufpedcd be had gotten 
** wrong at the banquet." MelvtD, p. %%\. 

R X headed 
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headed by the pads of Northumberiand 
aad AV^eflqiorland, was raUed ia the north 
of i^i^land* Bj ^e vigilaoce of ^iza^wth, 
however, their forces were fopn difperfed, 
^od Northumberland fle(^ into Scotland. 
There he ^^& htim^nely ^rote£te4 on tha 
!E^der by tt^e Elliot!^ *, who defigne4 tc| 
^^re condudefl him to tl^e ftrong forttef^ 
of Dunharton, ^here be would havf been 
iafe under the protedion of Lord fiDj4 
and the Hamiltons^ the Queen*s friends, 
^ho commanded there. Regent Murniy, 
YigU^nt \n ikp c^ufe of Elizabeth, hearing 
pf the plac« of his retreat, made & fudden 
^rcbt with » ftrong body of men, and 
Aizrounded the houie ; when, after a gal> 
knt defence made by the Elliots, Northum- 
bertand wa$ made prifoner, and fent to' the' 
Caftle of Lochlevin, lately the prifon of tb^^ 
'^ofortctii^t^ Queen Mary> I^ is not to be 
doubted, that the ronorfelefe Murray, to 
enhance the merit of his recent treachery 

• Cnmtoti, p. 138. 

with 
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w^th regard to ,the Duke of Norfolk, would 
have deliveFed up Northumberland to 
Qijeen Elizabeth. The Regent'a death, 
however, which fooa after followed, pre-^ 
veoted it. In this remote prifon, under 
th$ ilrid gu&rd of Douglas cf Lochlevin, 
the (ica); kinfman of the Earl of Morton, 
Northumberlaad was kept till this time*, 
when Morton was all-pawerfuL From 
the. obligations which he lay under to Nor- 
thumberland, whofe hofpitable roof had 
afforded a generous proteSion and afylum 
to the exiled Morton, where he fled for 
(belter after the aflaffination of Riziiof, 
the generous Piercy had reafon to expe^ 
9 grateful return, when in fimilar circum- 
ftances he himfelf was obliged to take ifad-^ 
ter in Scotland. ■ Inftead of which, the' 
ungrateful wretch, for a fum of money, 
bafely fc^ and deKvered his late {toft into 
the hands of Elizabeth ^, who immediately* 

• May 1572. t Crawford, p. ^50. 

^ Ibid. p. 249. 

B. 4 caufedi 
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iAuftd bU head to be Aruck ofi*. Had we 
nothing elfe to lead us to form a judgmenC 
of the characters of Murray and Morton, 
than the black treachery and infamous parts 
a£led by them in the tragical cataflrophes 
pf the above unfprtunate Noblemen, we 
piuft conclude them to have been capable of 
committing any crime- We return to the 
thread of our narrative. 

Vpon the Earl of Mar's death, Mortoq 
Tjvas elected Regent. During the late Re- 
gency, the affairs, of-that party had greatly 
declined. Th? Queen's friends and adhe- 
rents had £0 far prevailed, as to become 
mafters of the greater part of the kingdom, 
and of moft of the fortreffes, which now 
"declared foi; h^r*. In this profperous fitu-. 
ation of ^he Queen's affairs, the infidious 
artifice of Elizabeth, by one ftroke of 
policy, defeated ?very exertion of the 
friends of Mary, and threw the gover^- 

• Crairford, p. 250, 
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ment of the kingdom entirely into the 
hands of Morton, her own flavifh i/tr 
pendant. 

Upon the happy turn of her affairs In 
Scotland, Queen Mary exerted all her 
influence with the Court of France, to in- 
terpofe with Queen Elizabeth for her deli- 
verance, and reinfl:atement in the throne of 
her own kingdom. Upon Ais, King 
Charles was induced to fend Mr. Le Croque 
his Ambaffador to England for that pur- 
pofe. The artful Elizabeth, who for fome 
time paft had pretertded to ftand neuter, 
and to negociate between Queen Mary and 
her rebel fubjefts, now appeared to be 
moved in her favour. She declared, how- 
ever, that before any ftep was to he takei^ 
for the Queen's re-eftablifhment, it was 
expedient 'that there fliould be a ceflation of 
9rms, previous to the treaty of peace to be 
fettled between the contending parties. This 
^as ipecious : it was a well-contrived blind. 
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to flop ^n the meaii tin^e the progrefi of 
ttie {^eea's vl'^ori.ons arras, and to dHa^ni 
her friends. For this purppfe E,U?abeth 
fends her Minifter Drury to Scotland, who, 
90-pperating with Le Croque, who fuffered. 
himfelf to be duped by the EngUfliman *, 
and was blind enough no; to fee the confer 
quence; they prevail with the loyalifts, 
wearied out and harafled with a civil wafj 
fomentegl and kept up by Queen Elizabeth, 
in wl^icb their lands and elates bad beea 
l^d wafte, and the country defolated and 
4cftroyed, to ?nter into a treaty of peace 
with tbe- Earl of Mar, and to fubcait to hi» 
gOYerument, or rather Morton's, who had 
1^ hiiu only the o^me of Regent. 

• Wc may judge of Queen Elizabeth's fiflcerity in 
pretending at this time to befriend Queen Mary, from 
wbiU follows. The cellatioit or arms, previous to the 
U^ty, of peace between the contending pities* was 
agreed to in Jifly 1572 ; and KiHIgcew's. fecret in- 
ftru£)ion£, containing Elizabeth's propofal of deliver- 
ing up Mary to her enemies, to be put to death, are. - 
(]atcd, lOth. SeptemtKC the fame year. 

Nothing 
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Nothing appears more abfurd than Le 
lQroq^e*8 coolnefs in tl^e courfe of thi^ 
matter: although his coming to ScotIan4 
yras in behalf of Queen Mary, he joined 
with Pniry in perfuading her friends tq 
lay down their arms, and to enter into thi^ 
treaty, without any Aipulation on her be- 
half, leaving the unfortunate Queen ftill 
at the mercy of her rcmorfclefs profe- 
cutor*. Grange," Governor of the Caftle 
of Edinbui^h, only flood out. He refufed 
to furrendcr that important fortrefs on 
terms which, he apprehended, left him 
and his friend Lethington, and others un- 
der his prote^ion, at the difcretion of their 
enemies. By the artful management, there-. 
foKj of Morton, they were not compre- 
hended in the treaty. Grange being thus 
left to make his own terms, at laft offered 
to give up the Caille, on the reafonable, 

* The feceSon of arms, or abfiinence, as it was 
called, previous to the treaty of peace, was agreed to 
in July 1572, in Mar's Regency. The ireaty wasi 
concluded by Morton, Regent, Fcbnia.ry 1573. 

4 condidons , 
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conditions that he and his friends fhould ba 
reftored to their eftates as before. Thefe 
were artfully evaded, and sX laft rcjefted, 
by Morton, who infifted on an abfolutc 
furrender at dlfcretion * ; the confequencej 
of which, Grange welt knew, would have 
been certain deftru£tion to himfelf and 
Lethington, 

With the moft undaunted courage and 
xerolutionj Grange had likewife a good 

' • Crawford, p. 295, 296. Melvill, who was em- 
ployed to negotiate this matter between Morton and 
Qrange, lays open the artful management of the for- 
mer ta prevent Grange from being included in tti^ 
treaty of pacification. — I reported (fays Melvill) to 
the Rcgenr, how that Grange faid he had no quarrel 
of his own, and was refolved to agree all Scotland, and 
Rqucflcd the Regent, to agree with them altogether, 
fhc Regent anfwered, " I will be plain with you, 
*• Janui, it is r)ot my intereft to agree with them 
*' all. — It is my intereft to divide them.— Moreover, 
^' there has t>cen great troubles in this country, ani 
*< great wrongs and extortions committed, for the 
**■ which feme faOiion of punifbmcnts mull be ma<tc.tS 
Melvill, p. 233. 
I ' b«A(]> 



r:,9,N..<ib, Google 



agmnfi Mary ^eeri ofScorsi 25 j 

liead, aad was pofleflled of great miUtary 
Ikill. He had, however, tod great confi- 
dence in himfelf, and that romantic turn 
for enterprize and brilliant adve&ture, that 
made him defpife danger, and overlook 
obftacles and . dt£5culties which men of 
cooler parts would have judged to be in-^ 
(urinountable. He determined to fiand a 
fiegc, rather than furrender upon fuch pre-* 
carious terms. 

Elizabeth had withdrawn her forces, and 
Grange expelled from France an imme- 
diate fupply of money, and had a promife 
that a body of troops Hiould be fent him, 
if he could hold out the Caftle for three 
months. From its lofty fituation, on a 
fteep, abrupt rock, inacceffible on every 
fide except by one narrow paflage fi'om the 
town, and that in the face of feveral ftrong 
batteries of cannon. Grange held the 
powers of Morton at defiance. His re-r 
3 fentment 
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fentment too was fired ag^hft the Regerifi . 
to & great degree, by a perfonal injury 
which his brother Sir James Kirkaldy had 
lately received from him, which touched 
. him ia the tendered part. As it ftrongly 
paints the charadters of men iri that rudej 
tierce, and turbulent age, and accounts^ in 
fome meafure, for the obiHnacy and im- 
placability of Grange, and the determined 
inveteracy of Morton, who knew he had 
too deeply injured him and liis family ever 
to expert to be forgiven, it fHail here be 
related- 

' Grange had lately difpatched his brothef^ 
Sir James Kirkaldy, to France* to foUdt the 
promifed fupplles for fupportiAg the caufe 
of the Queen; and Sir James had now 
returned with a large fum of ftioney. As 
k was difficult for him to get into the 
Caftlft of Edinburgh to his bt-other, thed 
clofely befieged by the Regetit, he landed 
' at 
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at the fort of blackneffi^ fituated on the 
Frith of J^DTth) and at that time in the hands 
oftheloyalifts'. ' ' 

The Lidy of Sir Jartiee, young 4h<f 
handfome, had, in her huiband's abfcAce^ 
been debauched by the pm&gdte Regent ; 
and now, by hoptB (rf future greatnefs, 
ihe was led into a fcheme for betrayitig 
him, with his charge, into the Regent's 
.hands. Sir James Balfour, one of the moft 
corrupt men of that age, who owed every 
thing to the Queen, was then under the 
pFote^on of Grange, and in the clofeft 
imi&aey with faim. He now gave intel- 
Hgence of Sir James Kirkaldy's arrival ta 
Ihe Regent, who took his roeafures ac- 
cordingly. The plan was as &)Ilows. The 
iady got admittance into the fort of Black- 
nefs: there, vrhh well-di(rembled fond- 
AeTs, fhe ihoft artfully played her part. 
The unfu^icious hufband, who doated on 
Im wife, fondly wifhed her to remain with' 
him J 
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lum ; but upon expreifing her fear of daa^ 
ger from the tumults of war, in being fliut 
up in a garrifon, and by a well-feigned 
apprehenfion of being mal-treated on her 
TCttu'n, fhe decoyed htir deluded hufbahd 
kito the frtare laid for him i flie prevailed' ■ 
with him, under the clobd of night, to 
come out of the fort, on pretence of efcort* 
kig her utitil flie was out of dahger^ wheil 
he fuddebly fell into the ambufcade kid for 
him, was furrounded and taken prifoner^ 
and the fort and the money delivered up to 
the Regent. . From this, however. Sir James 
Kirkaldy luckily made his efcape, got into 
the CaflJe of Edinburgh, and joined 'his 
brother* 

For his treacherous fpoufe^ not all the 
Regent*s power could fave her from the 
punifiiment Ihe merited from the refent- 
ment of an injured hufband. A few, days, 
after Ihe was found ftrangled in her bed- 
chamber. 

Grange, 
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Grange, though dlfappointed in lus .ex- 
peded fiiccours from France, cpntiauedto 
make an obftinate defence againft the' 
aflaulta of the Regent ; and, in aU proba- 
bility, but for the interference of Q^eea 
Elizabeth, would have, baffled his utmofl: 
efforts. At the foUcitation, however, of 
Morton, orders were fent to- Sir William 
Dnuy, then on the Border, ioftantly to 
join the Regent, before the French &auld 
arrive ; which he accordingly did, by 
marching down* fifteen hundred men, with 
a formidable train of artillery, from 
which he made an inceffant fire upon the 
Caftle^ Grange never left the walls,, re- 
folving todie on the breach, fword in hand. 
The fordfications were now a hea{> of 
rubbiHi; the proyifions began to fail, and 
the well, which fuppUed the garrifon with 
water, was almoft dried up. The men, 
too, greatly reduced in number, biegan td 
mutiny. Grange, in this extremity, de- 

VoL. II. S manded 
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jiumded ft pariey, and at truce of' twa days 
was- granted. Finding- he could no longer: 
Itold eutj lus men refiiOngto ft&nd to tfaeir 
pDft», at the expiring of the trace he 
c^itd'to' furrendcr himftif toDrury, upon 
}m Ibtemn afTurance, under the fani^ion of 
Qiieen Elizabeth, that the garrifon fhould 
march out- with the honours of war, and 
that himfelf and friends fiiould be reftored 
to th«r liberty and fortunes. 

Theft term* b«ng agreed- to by Drury, 
Ae Gaftle wa8 delivered up, Grange and 
LetMogton remaining with- Drury-prifon- 
ers at large, until the articles ihould be ra- 
tified' by his ntiftrefs. Morton, in the 
nwau' time^ we may believe, ^d not look 
on inaSive, nor tamely aUow Hs -prey to 
elcape £rom his hands* Qoeen Elizabeth^ 
on his Temonftrance, no£ only rejected the 
ftipulatien between Grange and D!rary,<but 
feat onlera to her General, ihftantly to 
dtliver 
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ddlver up hie priibneis tp Morton, to be- 
ufed at his pleasure *. Dniry complained 
in the bittereft terms againft Morton for 
Urn breach of faith to which h& had obliged 
liim, which had covered bitn with ihame 
and dilhondur. He immediatety marched 
bacfc his forces to England, leaving his 
unfortunate prifoners in the hands of their 
mercilefs enemy. The Regent was not 
long in diipofmg of them. Grange, with 
hit brother Sir James Kirkaldy, Were 
executed at the Crofs of Edinbui^h, and 
thejr heads ftt upon the Caftle wall. Secre- 
tary L^hington, to prevent the like igoo- 
miaiou^ death, fwallowed poifon. Thus 
^ed two men, who figured amongft the 
moft eminent cfaaratSers of the age. Their' 
Hve» funuih a ftriking leSbn to mankind : 
had their anions been guided by principles' 
of honour and integrity, and by that duty 
and ^Uegunce vduch they owed to didc 

* Crawibrd, p. 3M. 

3 3 tutive^ 
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native Sovereign, flie, by their afliftance 
in the beginning of hecreign, might not only- 
have bid defiance to the bafe intrigues and 
donfpiracies of Queen Elizabeth, Murray, 
and Morton, but they might have preferred 
their country from falling under the flavifli 
dependence to a foreign tyrant, to whofc 
arbitrary doom they themfelves at laft fell 
viftims *. 

Morton 

* We Aall gjvfc a fketcb or outline of Grange's 
portrait. 

Sir William KirkaWy of Grange was the head of 
an ancient family in the county of Fife. He very 
etdy fignalifed himfelf in the caufc of the Reformation. 
When a youth, he, with his father and brother, were 
amongfl the confpirators in the, aflaffination of Cardi- 
nal Bcthuiie, and were atuinted upon that account. 
He went into foreign fervice, and eminently diftin- 
guilbed himfelf for his valour and intr^djty on every 
occafion. On the Queen's return from France to her 
own dominion*. Grange attached himfelf va the Ear) 
of Murray and liis party, and joined in theiT'rebellion 
againft her, on her marriage with Lord Damley. He 
was the inOrument made ufe of by Morton for decoying 
the Queen into their hands ar Carberry Hill : aod the 
defeat of her army at th« battle of Langltde, which 
compelled 
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Morton having now got the better of hi» 

adverfaries at home, and firmly fupportecl 

by his powerful friend Queen Elizabeth, 

gave 

compelled her to the fatal ftep of throwing herfelf into 
the hands of Elizabeth, was chiefly owing tb the mi)b- 
tary Hcill of Grange. That his zeal for the caufe of 
the Reformation might, at iirA, have led hiai to join 
with Murray againft Queen Mary, may be aUo.ved ; but 
let us not go too far. We (ball hardly find an excufe 
for his condu<^ after the a(Fair of Carberry Hill. By 
his mediation, and as invcfted with power from Mor- 
ton and the leaders of his party, the Queen disbanded 
her army, and on pledging his honour, as guarantee^ 
for being rcflored to her liberty, delivered berfcif up to 
him : under that fan£lion, he faw her bafely infulted, 
and then fenr prifoner to the CaAle of Lochlevin. 
This flagrant breach of faith ought to have opened his 
eyes to the fnul defigns of his pantzans, and called 
upon him to have vindicated bis pledged honour in 
behalf of his Sovereign, betrayed through his means. 
So far from that, we fee him continuing with the 
party, and exerting his utmoft abilities againft th« 
Queen at the battle of Langfidc. Her defeat there, ac- 
cording to the Hlftorians, was (as already obferved) 
chiefly owing to Grange's condud; and that defieat, 
by compelling her to the fatal ftep of taking refuge in 
S 3 En^and, 
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gftTC a loofe to kis tyraniuc difpoHtion. 
His ruling paffions were avarice and re- 
venge. Both thefe lie Tatiated at once* by 
.dirediing his vengeance againft the loyalifts, 
particularly the Hamiltoos and Gordons, 
who, to the lad, had faithfully fupported 
-the caufe of their Quefen *. Many of thefe 
were feized and imprifoned» contrary to the 
late treaty of peace, and obliged to pur- 

• Crawford, p. 307. 316, « feq. 



iEogland, From her own barbarous fubjcfls, was the 
ruin of the unfortunate Queen Mary. Let us view 
'faim in the moft fovourable light. His figure was 
graceful and manly; wife and eloquent In council, and 
of undaunted courage in the fietd. In the words of the 
'Hiftorian f, he had all the addrcfs and tendernefs of a 
^over in the chamber, and the fire of a lion in the 
field! His friendfliip for Lethington, and his proteA- 
ing him from the vengeance of Murray and Morton, 
was generous and noble. To Lethington we muft 
afcribethe converlion of Grange to the Queen's caufe, 
in which he continued firm and intrepid to the lafl, 
Ind with his blood atoned for his former demerits, 
t Crawford. 

chafe 
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chafe their remiflion by exorbit^&t fines 
extorted from them. Although, by his 
affeded zeal for the Refonnatioo, he -bad 
got the Clergy oa his fide, yet his inia- 
Uable avarice was fo prcdominaat, that 
having got the ridiefi benefices of th£ 
church into his pofieflton, he dealt them 
out in part only, and with fo iparinga 
hand, that one minifter was allotted only 
for ferving the cure of three or four 
pariflic» * ; the furplus went into his own 
treafury. " He became, at laft," iays the 
Hiftorian, " a burden to his country : 
*' ihuaned by the good, defpifed by the 
•* brave, and deteAed by all!" 

For many years, the young Prince was 
Icept a prifpner in the hands of the Regent, 
during which, " next to the mercy .of 
*' God, nothing feems to have preferred 
** him fi:om being cut o^ hut Mortoi^s 
•* want of children f.'* 

* Cravrferd, p. 306. f IbJd.^f. 293. 

S 4 As 
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As the King grew up, and became ca- 
pable to diftinguiih his friends, Morton, 
with regret, beheld them by degrees fur- 
round the King, while his own party 
dropped oSf from him; with a view to 
court favour, he chofe therefore to make 
merit of neceflity, by refigning the Re- 
gency: and foon after an accufation was 
brought againft him to the King and coun- 
cil, as accomplice in the murder of the Lord 
Darnley^ the King's father. 

Morton was, upon the i ft day of June 
158 1, brought to trial before his peers. 
The Earl of Montrofe iat as Lord. Chancel- 
lor : and upon a full proof of the crime for 
which he flood indldted, they unanimoufly 
pronounced the following verdift : " The 
" jury being ripely advifed with his indite- 
•* ment, the tokens infallible and moft cvi- 
" dent, witb the probations produced^ and 
** ufed for verifying thereof, did, all with 
" one voice, BnB the laid £arl of Morton 
" guilty, 
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•* guilty, art and part* ^ in the fbreknow- 
** ledge, and concealing the King's nutr- 
"derf." 

What were the particular proofs and evi- 
dences which appeared againft him, we 
mull colled from cotemporary writers, the 
records being loft. David Moyfe, then one 
of the officers of the King's houfehold, in 
his Memoirs, informs us. That the jury of 
peers found Morton guilty, *' in reJped of 
** fundry evidences of his indidment, pre- 
•* fcnted to the jury, fome whereof were 
" fubfcribed with his own hand ; and that 
** likewife it was verified by the depofi- 
*y tions of fome perfons that were adors 
•* in that horrible fad %** 

* The meaning of thefc words ts well known in the 
criminal law of Scotluid, and in ufe at tbit day, and 
dcnotts a confederate and proved aJTodste in uijr crime. 
Vide p. »i6. 

t Crawford, p. 371, and Goodall, vol. i. p. 330. - 

f Moyfe's Memoirs, p. 54. 

In 
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- . In the anfwer ghrea . in by the Queen's 
-CfnBmiffioners at the conferences at Weft- 
minfier, to Murray and Morton'a aaniia- 
tion, it is there aflerted, *' That they" " 
(the iccufers) " were the writers with their 
•• own hand of that devillifli Band, the con- 
** fpiracic of the flaughter of that innocent 
•* young gentilman Henry Stuart, late 
•* fyoufe to our SoveraneV And that 
this piece of evidence was produced againft 
Morton at his trial, may be prcfumed &om 
fte foHowing authentic letter from Sir 
'Francis Walfingham,- Queen "Elizabcth^s ml- 
idfter at that time, dated 3d February 
ijfBo, which -runs thus : " Sir James Bal- 
** ford has lieen called into Scothtnd by 
*' the Earl of Lennox, without the King^s 
** privity ; and whereas the faid Sir James 
" Balford found in a green velvet delk, 
" late the Earl of BothweU*s, and faw and 
" had in his bands the principal Band of 

* Goodall, vol.ii. p. 213. 

« the 
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** the confpiraton in that murder, and can 
*' beft declare and witnefs who weDe au- 
** thorfi and executors of the fame*.*' 

Morton's chief inftrament and coiiBdent 
-was Archibald Doi^las, -whom, from being 
parfon of Glafgow, Morton, aft«- the mur- 
der of the King, had raifed to the dtgmt^r 
of a Lord of Sefiion, and conftantly eow 
ployed as a tool in all his afiairs. This 
man was univeriidly known to have been 
one of the chief a^rs in the King's mui^ 
der. Upon the Earl of Morton's being 
. accuTed, Doug^ his confident, immedi- 
ately fled out of the kingdom, and made 
his eicape. One of his fervants, John 
Binning, was apprehended, and brought to 
trial, for allifting with his mailer in the 
murder. Binning, at his trial, coniefl*ed 
■his being an accomplice, and that he was 
prefent with his mafter, Douglas, at the 
murder of the King. 

• Cott. Lib. Caltg, 6. 
4. The 
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The Earl of Morton was condemned, 
and beheaded on the 2d of June 1581; 
and Biamng was hanged the day alter. 

Dr. Robertibn is pleafed to fay, that 
Mortcui's trial was violent, irregular, and 
opprefiive. We fliall examine his reafons. 
1^, fays he. The Earl of Arran, Morton's 
■accufer, in order to extort evidence againft 
him, tortured feveral of his fervants. zdly^ 
During the trial, great bodies of armed 
men were drawn up in different parts of 
the city. ** And lajily" fays our author, 
" His jury was compofed of the Earl's 
" known enemies ; and though he chal- 
" Icnged feveral 6f them, his obje£tions 
** were over-ruled *." 

To which it is anfwered, ijl^ As.to Mor- 
ton's fervants being put to the torture, 
.Crawford, from whofe authority, it would 
feera, the Dodtor hath this, fays no fudi 

• Robcttfon, vol. ii. oftavo editipn, p. 81. 

thing. 
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thing.' From him it appears, that none 
of Morton's fcrvants were, on hts trial, or 
previous to it, either tcrtiured, or exami- 
ned as evidences againft him. Crawford 
cxp'refely fays, that afi^r Morton's trial, 
convidion, and confellion, as he was 
known to have amafTed, by his avarice 
and oppreflton, a prodigiotis treafure, 
which he kept concealed, " many argu- 
** ments were ufed to periuade him to tell 
" where he had liid his money, which had 
*^ been carried off in barrels. — ^His fervants 
" were at the fame time feverely dealt with 
"Jor that effeS j and though fome of them 
" were put to the torture, yet no informa- 
'^ tion could be got concerning this vaft 
" treafiire *." 

- idlyy As to, the armed men in the city 
during Morton's trial, it is ftrange that this 
ihould be thought irregular by the Hifto- 
lian, conlldering the account which he 

• Crawford, p. 37J. 

himlelf 
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himfelf gives of the attempt which Queen 
Elizabeth; was then making to fare Mor- 
ton. I fliall ufe Dr. RobertfonV own words ;. 
" Elizaheth did not fail to interpofe with 
*^warmtfa«. in behalf of a man who had 
" contributed fo much to prefe^e her in- 
** flucQce over Scotland : — She ordered a 
" confiderablc body of troof» to be aflem- 
** bled on the borders of Scotland, and diT-' 
** patched Randolph her ambaflador into 
** that kingdom." Randolph addrefled him- 
64f not only to James and to hta council, 
but to thb parliament: He enumerated the 
benefits which Elizabeth had: conferred on 
the Scottifli nation* ; .he called on them to 
remove io pemicloua, a; counfellor from ther 
young King as Lennox, and to refcueMors.- 
ton out of the hands of his avowed enemy ; 
—and if force were necejfary^ he prbmifed 
them the protedtion of his miftrefs in the 

* Let Mi afk^ Was it by inciting the .l«ding partin 
to deflroy each" other, and the country, as we have 
proved ; and by that means to fecure the dependency 
of ,tbc kjiigdom to'iierfclf ? 

enter- 
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ihoulB demamd, eitber af'inen of money*'. 

The fldriih: ^qiendente under whkh> 
Morton- had ifaamefullf brought the Sebttilk 
sation .to Queon Elisabeth, and whidi: sSSi 
the hiOoriaiU of the timet, and even.Br^. 
Koiwrtiba himrolf, often expatiates upon^ 
WA«: the wOrfts Species of trieafon in MiMtpnp 
and the in&)lent attempt to refcue fo eaor- 
titf^ .& traitor from the publk^ vengeance^ 
was fuxely an alarm to the Kibg and Bir<* 
fiament to ann in de£eDce of fo audacious 
an«nterprife. Randolph, for hi& infolencei 
was oniered to leave. the kingdom. His 
dnadter o£ ambailador, alone, proteded 
ham. &om, bnsg- feat a. primmer to the 
Caflle; 

Lqfily^ That Morton's jury was com- 
posed of his known enemies, I do exprefsly 
6tvf, Of thefe^ feveral were his knowa 

* Robectftoi vd. ii. p. 7?. 

friends. 
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fiiends. The Earls of Argyle and Moo*, 
trole * were adually engaged in an af-^ 
fodadon to have refcued him, which was 
difcovered, and prevented, by the King*s 
minifters : Montrofe was heverdielels diofea- 
chancellor, or foremaA, of his jury. We 
are told indeed by Crawford, that Morton 
excepted againft Argyle, Setoo, and Waugh- 
Gon, without giving any particular teafon ; 
upon which they purged themfelves by 
oath, that they had no malice againft him, 
and were admitted. How far our author's 
grounds for pronouncing Morton's trial 
irregular and opprcffive are foUd, we now 
leave to the Reader. The hiftorian was 
confcious, no doubt, that Morton's con-? 
ndion, as confederate in Daraley's murder, 
was a dire^ vindication of the Queen's 
innocence. 

"We have a nairativc ^ven us in Crav 
ford's Memoirs, of what Morton^is faid to 



* Crawfocd, p. 369. 

have 
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have confelTed, ai to his knowledge of the 
King's, murder^ while he lay under con- 
demnation. This narrative was givfcn.put 
after his death by feme of the clei^ .who 
had attended him. . It is ho-wife autbentir 
cated as the genuine confeilion of .Mo'iiton 
himfelf, but delivered to us at fecond hand, 
by l!u$ friends*. Itis certain that Morton, 
at all times, found his account in keeping 
well with the clergy ; who, in every turn 
of affairs, were his and Murray's great fop- 

• Before Morton went to execution, the Earl of 
Arran deflred him to put his confefllon in writing, and 
fubfcribc it before certain of the clergy that were then 
piefent with him. He anfwcred, " Nay, my Lord*; 
** I .pray you trouble mc no more u^ith-tbefe things^ 
" for now I have another thing to mule upon } that 
•" is, to prepare nie for my God : feeing I am how tfi 
" A pi9Hit to go to my death, I cannot write in the 
'' ft^t^ wh^in now I am ; all tbefe bonell men can 
*' tcAtfy what I have {pokta in that matter." Crew- 
farit Zdinl/urgh idit. App. p. 21. 

The fame cotcmporary Hiflorlan iclti us, that on 
the fcaffbld, with his laft breath, he declared the Queen 
innocent of the murder of Lord Damlcy.— P. 54. 
V01-. II. T port: 
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p(Ht : Yvbtt dUcowries tfaerefwie lie migfax 
inve made at \m death, or lionrr fiir th« 
tumtivie of his Gonfd&cai, as given ns by 
thefe hu fiieads, is juft, or coatuas the 
whole d wh^t he did a>nfe6; nay be 
doubted. 

Hus cottlefiioa, as given us 1^ Grai^rd, 
is as follows : 

** That upon his return fiom Eoghnd, 
** whither he had been banifhed for the 
** murder of Rlzzio, Bothwell came to him 
" at Whittingham, and propofed the mur- 
** der of the King to him, allegiag it wa9 
** the Queen's defire to have him diQnadi- 
** ed, as the prindpal author of Rizzio's 
** death, and doTuvd his afliftance in i3m 
** a&ir. To which he repKed, That if he 
*• (Bothwell) would bring it under the 
** Queen*8 own hand, he might then pro- 
" hatAj engage in the buluie& : bat that 
*' though Bohwell dftea l;^ured to draw 
.2 ** him 
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**hiDi fn, and promifed to "bftng the 
** Queen's own hSind-writifig, yet he had 
•' fttver been aWe to procure any fudi 
" thing ; and if he had, he (MWton) vtes 
** refolved not to have meddled in h. As 
*' to Mr. ArcKibald t)ougla8, his coufin, h? 
*' Jaid, be knevo be •wof engaged in the 
•* murder before it wat committed; and that 
* after it was done, he. totd him that he 
*• had accompanied BotK^ell and Huntly 
" to the place, and affifted them in the ex^ 
"ecutionof thefad*." 

By th!$ confeffion, moulded ss we have 
it £rbm the hands of his ^ends; Morton 
acknowledges, that he was made privy to 
the confpiracy of the King's murder before 
it was committed, both by Bothwell, and 
his own fnend and confident Douglas, and 
that he concealed it notwkhflanding. The 
pretence, that he durft not tell the King, 
iot fear that he ihould have difcovered him 

• Crawford, pi 37a, 

T 2 la 
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to the coo^iratora, is friTdious and af-*- 
fe^ed, and can never excufe his cnine> 
in looking on while his friends commuted 
the. murder. - . . • :, .. 



It may be.qflced, Why did he not reveal^ 
this confpiracy to the Earl of Lennox, ,the 
King's father, and to his good friend the 
Earl of Murray, and others of the nobility,^ 
who were at all times more than a match, 
for Bothwell and his party, even though^ 
the Queen had been in the confpiracy ? 
But the ftory of the Queen's being in the 
plot, he had no reafon to believe fromBoth- 
vrell's tale ; and he mull have been con- 
firmed of the falfity of his ftory, from his 
not being able to fhew him any authority, 
for faying fo. , . 

On the contrary, what was the part 
which Morton a3:ed ? Although he con- 
fefles his knowledge of Bothwell and his 
coufm Douglas their being the murderers, 
he was one of the moft active managers 
for 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



agednft Mary %«« o/*Scots. 2/f 

ior the Earl of Bothwell, in getting bim 
Acquitted at ins trial for this very murder y 
and fooa after joined with feVeral of the 
nobility in fubfcribing the famous Bmd of 
Affociatton^ afferting his innocence, and re- 
commending him as a fit hufband for the 
Qued^n*. In the fame manner he aiSed 
with Lethington. We have it fairly ac- 
knowledged by Morton's own hand-writing, ■ 
that he knew Lethington to have been one 
of the King's murderers; notwithftanding, 
by an adi of the convention, he procures 
areverfal of Lethington's forfeiture on that, 
account, and obtains him " to be recog- 
** nofced as an honeft man." 

What plainly fliews this confeffion to be 
mutilated, is, that although we have Mor- 
ton's letter to Carmichael, acknowledging 
that he knew that Lethington was accefTary 
to the murder, yet the confeffion is filent 
altogether as to him. 

• Vide Chap. t. of this Inquiry. 

T 3 And, 
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And, Uftly, As fcM: PougUs, hU Idof- 
^ait, who, he alfo confeflc?, owned to him 
bis bang an sdor in the murder, he after 
that promoted him to he one of the Lords 
of Seflion, and employed him ai his co&* 
Sdent and tool, to the very day of tu» 
impeachment, when Dovglm made hi* 
ejUpe. 

But, finally, we have the moft direft 
proof of his a£tual guilt, in the verdi^ of 
his Peers, qnanimoully finding him guilty,, 
vpon a pofitive proof brought before them» 
b^ writings fubfcribeii by bts ovm bend^ and 
likemfe by the tejimoniei of perfim wAft 
voere aSlors in tbaf horrible Jctnc, 
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' CHAP. VIII. 

Summary of the frefimiptive Proof agah^ 
Murray.— -Pofitive Proof agoing Mor^ 
ton and LetB'mgisn. — CharoBen of thi 
tkres Cot^derafei* 

'npHUS have we, ftep by Qxp, traced ^ 
three coDfedentcK, Murray, Mortoo, 
and Lethi^too, throagb the feveral mazes 
of their intrigues, from the Queen's return 
inxA France^ to &e i«tat period of the 
nnir^r of the Lord Darnkj her bnfbaod; 
and Brom thence to the execution xod deatjn 
of the Earb of Morton, as acc^oiry to that 
I9MU'^. FiQOl authentic evidence fUll oa 
icsCH^, we h«Ta made appear the clo& and 
iofeparable jnn^Hon and alliance of thtf 
aboTC conibderatesj in a coatiooed fenea 
T4 of 
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of coo^iracicB, carried on by them for the 
deilru£lion of the Queen and her hufband, 
and for overturning the government. 

I. We have fhown, by undoubted tef- 
timonies, that on Queen Mary's return 
from France into Scotland, a plot was form- 
ed by Mjurray and Letfaingtou, for having 
her intercepted in her voyage, and made 
prifoner by the Englifli, in order to fet 
Murray at the head of the government ; 
and that a fleet vras afiually fent out by 
Queen Elizabeth for that purpofe. 

■- 2. . That on Mary's refolurion to marry 
t}ie..Lord Darnley, oppofitioii was made 
by the Earl of Murray, who raifed an in-. 
furredion, and ma4e an attempt to feize 
lier and Damley ; which being fniflrated, 
an opea rebellion was r^fed by him, which' 
terminated in his banilhment.i And it is 
clearly :.proved, that their defign was at 
... -.' that 
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tlut time to have flain- the Lord Darnley, 
and to have feat the Queen prifoner to 
Lochlevin *. 

3. It is proved, that while the Queea 
was far advanced in her pregnancy, the 
aflaiBnation of Rizzip was confpired by 
Morton and his aEbciates, and executed by 
ftabbing him in her prefence. And it is 
alfo proved, by the acknowledgment of 
the confpirators, that Murray and Lething- 
ton were engaged with Morton in this con- 
fpiracy and alfafiinatioa f . 

4. It is proved, by the authentic decla- 
ration of a great part of the Nobility of 
Scotland, and likewife by the declaration 
of the Earls of Huntly and Argyle, that 
the Eari of Murray and Letbingtony in 
prefence of Huntly and Argyle, propofed 
to the Queen to make her quit of Darnleyi 

• Vide this Inquiry, vol. i. p. 376 and 377, 
+ Ibid. vol. ii. p. 4, ttfiqf. - 

which 
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'whicb fee rej«^cd *. Aad within a few 
weeks thereafter Lord Datnl«y was aduaJIy 
murdered. 

5. Although Murray, as we have feen, 
cautioufly withdrew himfelf from the fcene 
at the very inftant of the cataftrophe, yet 
from the evidence before exhibited, it is' 
preyed, that he was in the foreknowledge 
of what was to happen. We have laid 
open his condud with refpedl to the trial 
and acquittal of Bothwell by his confede- 
rates, and we have detected the a£tive 
hand of Murray, in taking the lead in the 
Bond of Aflbciation of the Nobility, which 
precipitated the Queen into the fatal mar- 
riage with the Earl of Bothwell, whidi ho 
and his confederates, immediately after, 
pioclajuned to be the cauie for thdur riliJig 
in arms, iaiprifoning and dcthcomi^ the 
Queen, and for Murray's iJiwjang. the go- 
vernment. 

• Vide this Inqiiiiy, wjl, ji-p. 17. JS, 31. 

proof 
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To tbu we may add the clear proof of the 
confederates ufii^ faUe evidence agauift the 
Qgeen, viz. Nichrfaa Hubert or French 
Paris* s cfmfefim^ the pretended ca^a/ of the 
<;^eQ £hown at Yoric, and tbeLavt LeUers 
and SontKts of the Queea to Bothwell, all 
which we have demonftrated to be falfe, and 
that the fame came dtre£Uy from the band 
of Murray *> and hU aObdatea^ 

With regard to Morton and Lethiagtoo* 
the fame proof a4 againfl Murray^ not only 
ai^>eara agaJtoft tbem, but we have likewife 
apofitive proof joined toit, ag^ofteach of' 
thefe ^Qociatu, viz, the reported accufadoa 
of each of the^i againft the other»j<^Qed U» 
ti)« a& of foifeiture asainft Lethtngton; 

* We majr nov judge with what juflice Mr. Hume 
bu> giren ftntence in the cafe of Murray : ** That 
** tbcK is. net tba teaft pN&ui|ition to }c«ul us ti 
*' CaJfe& him as aa accomplice in the a)ur(fer<" W« 
need not wonder, therefoce, that this fane judge, who 
has acquitted Murray of every prefumpthsn of guilt, 
ibouM gtte as po^^trve a fentenee agarnS the Queen. - 

and 
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and the verdi£t and fentence pafled by the 
Peers of the kingdom agaiflft Morton, as 
an accomplice in the King*8 murder ; to 
gether with his own confeilion, that beviat 
in the knowledge of the mutder. So ftiH 
and'dired is the proof of their guilt. 

When we now look back and confider 
the fteps taken by Queen Elizabeth for the 

I deftru£tion of the unfortunate Queen of 
Scots ; the deep fchemes, and early afib- 

' ciation fcurmed for that purpofe, under her 
aufpices, even before Queen Mary fet foot 
in her own dominions : when we trace 
back the continued chain of plots, coufpi- 
racies, and rebelUons againft her, as we have 
before recited, with the charaOiers of the 
principal adora in thefe confpiracies^ whom 
we fhall now make to pafs in review be- 
fore us ; and when we fhall conlider the 
force of thefe combined powers, when' 
aSing together under the influence of Eli-" 
zabeth, the mover of the whole machipe,. 
can 
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can we wonder at the fall of theUI-fated 
Mary, t^e object to which h was direifted, 
hd{)lel& -and expofed, without a friendly; 
hand to ward her fi-om the blow ! 

' We begin with the principal charafter 
in the drama» the'Earl of Murray. 

. : Jaqies Stuart, . the natural fgil; of King 
James V. baftwd brother to Queen Muy, 
was educated for the <;hurch by his father, 
and endowed with the rich priory of St 
Andrew's; " That Monarch," fays Bifiiop 
Leflie,. :" wifely forefceing that it would lie 
"- perilous for the ftate, in cafe one of Aich 
" birth-ihould be adyanced to temporal pro- 
** motion j which," continues he, '* proved 
" over true indeed, to the trouble of the 
" King's own pofterity, and to the der 
" ftruflion of the conunon-weal." His 
ambitioa, however, foon led him into ano- 
ther path : he abandoned the church, though 
retaining the temporal benefice belonging 
to it, together with bis faiiAimonious ap- 
pearance ; 
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pearanee'; under which di%uife be placed 
Ufflfclf at the head of the Reformed party 
in the Hngdom. Hi^ natural endovninentft 
were great. He was penetrating, fagacious, 
and profound. A Machiavel in politicBi a 
confummate hypocrite in religion. 

'F«>m die pirld* of fafldkfty, *hc wia rc- 
terttji atid auftere in hii- minhers. In hii 
writing, and in hiis difcotrffe, he affiifled 
the Kt)U8 Devotee : hentCi tvith the Qei^, 
he was natned the GaJi or Godly Regent, 
With Elizabeth, he was the fawning fy- 
cophant, and humble dependent. To his 
unfortunate fifter, in the diftrefs which he 
had brought upon her, he was brutal and 
lemorfelers ! From the favourable circum- 
ftance of Queen Mary*s being in France, 
upon the death of the Queen-Regent, her 
mother, we have feen from good autho- 
rities * that Murray, at that time, defigned 

• Dr. Forbet's Coll. voJ. i. p. 30. 
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to uiiup the crown *. After this, upois ' J 
dte Queen's coming to Scotl&od, he, not" ''.' . 
withftanding. To dexteroufly managed Ub '-'^^- 
Icheme, that he dbtuned her fuU con* 
fidence, and the whole abtbority o£ go-' 
▼ernEpem. While his Qu^n'k Gpean^ 
Slid libsRtlity were pounug upon him ae^ 
onnidated honours and'otndence f, hii 
tiieadierous beart was iecretly betriTing 
her to her enemy Queen Elizabeth 4: abroai^ 
aad cuoiag off her furdl friends and firmeft 
fiippdrts at home; the moft powerful of 
the Kpbillty, who adhered to her iaterefl:^ 
and to the Catholic religion. The houft 
ic^ Hamilton, the next heirs to the crowil 
a&n the houfe of Stuart, w:» the conAant 
objed: of his rancour and oppreffion. The 
noble family of Gordon, then the moft 

• Cot. Lib. Calig. C 9. 

f By her liberaliiy he obuined two of the rieheft 
lordlhips ia the kingdom ; firft, the earldom of Marr t 
and foon after, that of Murray. 

% Randolph's letters. 

powerful 
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powerful in the kingdom, who loyally ad- 
hered to the Queen, was almoft to a maa 
eXtii^ated t>y Murray; and the. Earl of 
Bothwell, who, during the regeocy of the 
Queen's mother,. and while the Queen her-* 
ftlf was in France, had, upon every oc- 
cftfion, invariably attached . himfelf to :the 
&ifvice of: the Qbeen, was- twice drirea 
into; banifliment by Murray, and his houfes 
&cked and deftroyed. The Queen's mar- 
riage with her near relation the Lord Dam- 
ley, though apparently moll prudent, ia- 
lutary, and advaotageous for the kingdom, 
as banifhing from the ftate all ftneign in- 
fluence, and fec^fing.the fucceffion to the 
■ crown of England after EUzabeth, was, 
Irom his own ambitioija views, oppofedby 
Murray alone, who then formed, a con- 
fpiracy to have murdered Darnley, and 
imprifoned the Queen * ; which, though 

* Keith, p. 229..; Randolph's letters ; and this 
Inquiry, vol. i. p. 374, 375. 

at 
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At dial time defeated, was, as we have re- 
lated, afterwards accomplished. We.fhalli 
from the foregoing fa^s, fum up his cha- 
rader in the words of Dr. RobertfoD. Per- 
fonal intrepidity, military flcill, and great 
fagacity in the adminiftration of civil affairs, 

it muft be allowed, he poffefled. As to 

his moral qualities, ~- ** His ambition was 
** immoderate, and events happened whiqh 
*' opened to him vafl profpedsj and led 
^* him to adions inconfiftent with the duty 
•* of a fubjeQ.— — His treatment of the 
" Queen, to whofe bounty he was fo much 
** indebted, was unbrotherly and ungrate- 
" ful. The dependance on Elizabeth under 
^* which he brpught Scotland, was dif- 
" graceful to the nation. He deceived 
" and betrayed Norfolk with a bafeneia 
^' unworthy a man of honour ♦." — ^'* His 
*' fanflity, and Chew of religion," fay« 
Crawford, his cotemporary Hiftorian, " be 

• Robertfon, vol. i. p. 513. oi3. edit. 

Vol. II. U " ufed 
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•* ufed as a doak to fats crimea *.'* — SueH 
was Murray ! 

James Douglas, Earl of Morton, was 
early and clofely eonneded with the Earl 
of Murray, from long habits of intimacy, 
and likewife from ties of affinity, the mo- 
ther of Murray being the wife of Douglas 
of Lochleria, the near kinfman of Morton. 
Bold, daring, and amtntious, with a genius 
reftlefs and intriguing, he was the adive 
hand in all Murray's plots. Of infinite 
Tunning and addrefs, he could turn him- 
felf into any fliape to ferve His purpde. 
He was one of thde reftlefe ipirits fit to 
dilhirb the peace of nations. Without one 
good quality of the heart, without honour, 
without bonefty ! he was avaricious, rapa- 
cious, cruel, and revengeful ! When by the 
imprifonment of his Sovereign and beoe- 
h&re&f who had loaded htm with wealtk 

• CrawSor^ p. 374* 

and 
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and honour *, he ha'd fecured her in Eng- 
land a captive for life, he, by felling hitn- 
felfand his country to Elizabeth, through 
her intereft and fupport attained to be 
Regent of the kingdom. He then turned 
againft the former alTociates in his crimes, 
Lethington and Grange, whom he .be- 
trayed, and purfued to death. What may 
feem ftraUge at this day, fuch was the 
amazing depravity of thofe fanifiified times, 
this man, though llained with every vice, 
atid living in the open violation of every 
principle of virtue and morality, by a well- 
affe^ed zeal for the Reformation of reli- 
gion,and by attaching himfelf to Knox, and 
others of its leaders, guned to his intereft 
the whde Clergy, who at all times were his 
great fupport. " By innumerable crimes,** 
fays the HiAorian of thofe times, " he at- 

• Mary made him one of. her Privy Cotlncil, cm- 
liloyed him u her Amballador to Qpeen Elizabeth, 
and promoted him to tht higheft office in the kingdom. 
Lord High Chancellor. 

U 3 " tained 
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*' tained to the height of power : mnrdelf 
" then became habitual to him.** To fum 
up his charader, he was the Cinna of 
his time. He had a head to contrive, 
and a hand to execute, any manner c/i 
villanj ! 

. William Maitland, fort of' Sk Richard 
Maitland * of Lethington, is, by the tefti- 
mony of all the Hjftorians, allowed to have 
been one of the brighteft geniules of his 
time. As a fpeal^er, he w^s graceful, elo- 
quent, and perfuafive. His State-papers 
are written with precifion and acutenefs, 
and with that perfpicuity and elegance of 
language, which fliews the Scholar, the 
Gentleman, and the Statefman. Botb the 
father and fon owed their promotion to two 

* Sir Richard Maitland was amongft the befl Poets 
in that age of gr«at Poets, whofe works have comt 
dowti to us, viz. Dunbar, Bellenden, Hcnryfon, 
Montgomery, 2ic. Buchanan, ai a Latin Poet, ftands 
unrivalled. 

of 
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cf the higheft offices in the ftate, to the 
bounty and generofity of the Queen. The 
father was Lord Privy Seal, the-fon Princi- 
pal Secretary of Sate. His office, and 
great talents for bufinefs, neceflarily gave 
him the lead in ail the weighty matters of 
Government, and he appears to have been 
much in the grace and favour of the Queen. 
Pity it wasj and unfortunate for hlmfelf, 
as well as his miftrefs, that he fliould have 
forfeited that grac,e, together with his own 
honour, by mixing with her traitorous 
fubje£ts, to become the tool and innrument' 
in all their trealbnable plots and confpiracles 
againft her. But Lethington, with the 
fineft parts, was verfatile and inconftantj 
pnfixed in principle, or rather void of any; 
of a reftlefs mind, he could not live without 
intrigue and plot. Although engaged in 
the oonfpiracy for' Rizzlo'a affaffination, 
yet, by keeping himfelf aloof from the 
fcene, he preferved his place at court. 
At the coiifukations at the CafUe of Graig- 
U 3 miliar, 
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miliar, we Tee him clofe|y confederated 
with Murray and Bothwell, and the chief 
ff}okerman at that Council. Although deep 
in the confpiraey for the murder of Lord 
Darnley, we fee bim joined with Morton 
in making the Queen a eaptive at Carberry 
Hill, and fending her a prifoner to Loch-. 
levin. On her efcape, we fee him in arms 
againft her at the battle of Langfide i and 
on that event, on the Queen's throwing 
herfelf UBder the proteflion pf Queen 
Elizabeth, we fee Letbington accompany-* 
ing Murray and Morton into England, with 
their infamous accufation againft their Sq- 
vereign. Here, ftrucfc with remorfe, we 
begin to fee him aft but faintly, and he is 
there fufpeflied by his party of difcovering 
their councils to Queen Mary. He now 
throws off th^ maflc, and engages heartily 
in promoting the marriage between her 
&nd the Duke of Norfolk. When, by the 
infamous treachery of Murray, that affair 
is diftpyered to Queea ]EUzab?th, and the 
puke 
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Duke brought to the fcafibh], wt then fee 
Murray and Morton lying in wait for 
Lethington, and feeking every means un- 
derhand to deftroy one whom thtfy could 
not now trull, and were afraid of his diA 
covering their whole fccnea of iniquity % 
in which he had been thar accomplice : ia> 
that at Uft they were fuccefaful. Tlieie 
men, Murray and Morton, were fteady to 
their f^an; determined, rutfalefs, and re- 
morfelefs ! Lethington, though unprind- 
pled, had a heart in which there was fome 
portion of themilk of human kindnefs. At 
times, he &U remorfe and compun&ion for 
his crimes ; at times, he lamented the im<^ 
grateful part he had aded to his Sove- 
reign. — " A Princefs ,*' (exclaims he) ** fo 

f I knew (fays Melvill, after Murray's unfucceflV ' 
ful attempt to get Letbington into his hands] that hi» 
rcrcue, by Grange, and taking him into the Caftle, 
funk dcepeft into the Regent (Murray's) be«rt} and: 
that his difliinulaiion and falfc pradiccs moved Grange*, 
vho had been his greateft friend, 10 be jcaloi»-of him. 

U 4 " gentle 
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•* geDtle and benign in her behaviour to 
" all her fubjeils, that wonder it is, that 
** any could be found fo ungracious as 
** once to think evil againft her*." Poor 
Lethington !— Wanting nothing but an 
^oneft heart, what a ftriking lefTon does 
tby life afford to mankind ? Of how little 
avail in the fight of Heaven, and how little 
conducive to happinefs, are the fined parts 
and the brigbteft genius, when unaccom- 
panied with moral redtitude ! While 
hiftory requires ftriit truth and Imparti- 
- ality in difplaying the chara^ers thus pafl*- 
ing in review before us, Pity muft flied 
a tear over the frailty of Lethington f , 

• Keith, p. 132, 

t It is finely faid of Lethington, by Mr. Whitaker» 
*' He had none of that malignity of fpirit, which 
*' formed a Murray, and a Morton. He wanted, 
** however, Oiat reijitude of principle, which fixes a 
*< man perpetually in the prefence of God ; which tells 
** him, that the .broad eye of Heaven is continyaUy 
*< open upon hini} which exhibits to his minj the pre- 
•' fcnt ff^tntfij the future Jut^t, and the eternal 

■ Now, 
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Now, to the above charaClers of the thrqe 
affociates, let us oppofe that of Queea 
Mary; for which in general I might refer 
to her hiftory by Dr. Robertfon and Mr. 
Hume. I fpeak not here of that cKquifite 
beauty of countenance, elegance of perfon, 
and gracefulnefa of manners, which, joined 
to her other external accomplifliments, by 
the teftimony of all the cotemporary writers, 
rendered her the admiration of the age ! It 
is allowed fhe pplTefled an exalted mind, 
and a heart warm, honeft, and unfulpl- 
dous. A fweetnefs of difpofitlon fhone 
through all her anions, accompanied with 
an eafy affability, modefl: decorum, and 
native dignity and grace. "With many 
amiable virtues, however, Mary had weafc- 
neffes and failings, which contributed to 
her ruin. But thefe were the failings of 
humanity. With good fenfe and penetra- 
tion fuperior to moft of her fex, fhe was 
diffident of her own judgment, which made 
Jier a prey to the impofition of thofe whom, 
ihe 
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Jhe trufted as her friends, though leagued 
together for her deftrudion. She was 
credulous to the greateft degree of weak- 
nefs, as we have remarked ia feveral pre-< 
ceding inftances. Nothing can cxcufe her 
taking into favour her baftard-brother 
Murray and his aflbciates, and liflenlng to 
th^r counfels, after the repeated proofs of 
their dete^ied treafon againft her j and her 
ftill greater folly, her fatal confidence in the 
infidious promifes of Queen Elizabeth, 
whom, on every occafion, fhe Had expe- 
rienced to be her inveterate enemy ! But 
Mary had no refentment for paft injuries. 
The leaft profeflion of repentance, was 
followed not only by forgivenefs, but by 
reftorationto her favour. "We hgVe feen 
ho- weep over the high offences of a weak 
and worthlefs hufband. When in her foU-> 
tary prifon, hclplefs and without profpe^ 
of relief, when the account of Murray's 
death was brought to her, wbofe whole 
lifif had been a conftant and continued chaia 
4 of 
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of plota and confpiracies againft her, aod 
had at lall brought her to that piifon, the 
feofe of her own misfortunes was fufpeoded 
and laid afleep; fhe burA into tears, fhe 
wept for him as her brother, while his 
crimes and offences agalnfl her were en- 
tirely forgotten ! Such was Queen Mary, 
by the general aflent of the Hiiloriaas of 
thofe times. It is not denied, by the Hifto- 
rUne on the other fide of the quefUoo, that 
ihe B^aintained the moft unblemished cha*- 
XS^Oxx of virtue and reputation from her 
;nfaQcy, until the fatal period of her mar-i 
riage with the Earl of Bothwdl. " la' 
*' order," fays Mr. Hume, " to form a 
" juft idea of her charader, we mull fet 
** afide one part of her condudl, while flie 
*' abandoned herfelf to the guidance of a 
** profligate man *." What is not fo eafy 
to be accounted for, thefe Hiftorians, after 
plunging her precipitately into the greateft 
pf crimes, agree that fhe as fuddenly reco- 

• flupje, vpl. iv, p. 62a. 

vered 
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vcred herfclf, and from that period refumed 
her fomjer virtue and dignity. " This 
•* Riftcefs," fays Mr. Hiime, " recovering 
" by means of her misfortunes, and her 
"•* own natural good fenfe, from that deli- 
*• rium h\ which Ihe feems to have been 
** thrown during her attachment to Bothr 
** well, behaved with fucb modejiy^ j"dg- 
•* ment, and dignity^ that every one who 
" approached her was charmed with her 
** demeanor^ and her friends were enabled, 
" on fome plaufible grounds, to deny the 
** reality of thofe crimes which had been 
•* imputed to her *." Such an inftance, 
I believe, is fcarce to be met with in 
hiftory, and of which common experience 
fumiihes us with no example : , 

Nee vera virtus, cumjemel eycidif. 

Curat reponi deter'torihus, Horat* 

AUowipg Queen Mary to have been inno- 
cent, her character, from her. birth to her 

* Hume, vol. iv. p. 515. 

^^ath. 
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deathi is uDiform and corinftent : fuppi^ 
her the reveiTe, ihe is a phenomenon fcuce 
to be accounted far ! 

We haftcn to a conclufion. Were the 
queftion entirely problematical, were we 
to decide folely upon a comparrifon of the 
charader of Queen Mary with that of 
Murray and his aflbciates ; could we hefi- 
tate in giving judgment, in pronouncing 
the Queen innocent ; and the ufurpers of 
her throne and government guilty of the 
murder of Lord Darnley f 

Upon the whole, we fubmit to the Public 
whether the conclufions in the two propo- 
fitions mentioned in the ifl: Chapter of the 
ad Part, vol, i. p. 343, 344. do not natu- 
rally follow, viz. 

That u it is proved, that the confede- 
rates for taking away the King's life, were 
Morton and Lethington, the very p^rfons 
who afterwards brought an accufation 
againft 
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againft Queen Mary for that very criftie i 
therefore flie herfelf could not have beert 
in that confederacy, nor guilty of that 
crime J and that, for the above reafons, 
the three confederates, Murray, Morton, 
and Lethington, muft be held, One and 
all of them, z&foc'ii criminis^ guilty of the 
crime of which they had unjuftly accufed 
Queen Mary. 
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CHAP. IX. 

^een JEIiza6eth''s Condu3 at to ^een Maty* 
—— 'Elizabeth's fevere Treatment of that 
Princefs in W,ngland.-~~-^ecret Negif 
Hation for putting her to Heath in Scid^ 

land, Tor privately putting her /« 

Death in England. Severe Treatment 

of ^een Mary ajier her Condemnation, 

• Her Iqft Letters to ^een Elizabeth. 

——-Death ofElisabeth^ and CbaraSer, 

TTATINO, in the preceding chapters, 
brought together in a colle^ed view 
the evideoce on both Hdes, I fiiall conclude 
with a view ctf the fevere treatment which 
Queen Mary fuffered from the hands of 
Queen Elizabeth while under her confine- 
< menC 
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ment in England ; m which a new lcentf« 
hitherto buried in obfcurity, &all be ex- 
pofed to light ; from which it doth appear, 
that the death of that unfortunate Queen 
was contrived and determiDed many years 
before her trial on account of Babingtoa^s 
confpiracy. 

. We have occaConally, in the courfe. of 
this work, taken notice of the underhand 
part aded by Queen Elizabeth, in diihirtv- 
jng Mary's government during the whole 
courfe of her reign, by fomenting the dif- 
aJFeftion of her fubjefbs, and aiding and 
fupporting them in a continued chain of 
confpiracies and infurre^tions *, until the 
accomplilhment of her fcheme of driving 
the unfortunate Princcfs to take refuge in 
England. Nothing can exceed the fteady 
perfcverance of Elizabeth in her plan of 
getting into her hands her unfufpidous 

• Vtit this Inquirj, vol. 1. p. 375, it pi' 

rival, 
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xival, nor the diflimulatlon pra^ifed by 
her to blind Queen Mary, and to throw 
her off her guard. Elizabeth's early plot 
to have Mary fent a prifoner to England, 
has already been proved *, while at the 
faihe time flie was makinjg public declara- 
tions againft her rebellious fubje^s, whom 
privately flie fupported. When Mary was 
confined by them in Lochlevin caflle, 
Elizabeth made a Oiew of foliciting for her 
liberty f , 'which, by giving the leaft aid 
to Mary^s friends and partifans, fiie could 
have compelled Murray and Morton to 
have granted. On Queen Mary's efcape 
irom their hands, £he invited her to take 
re'fuge in England, where (he a0ured her^ 
that all honours due to a Queen Ihould be 
pdd to her. All this ftands clearly proved 
by untjuefUonable evidence. We fhall hert 
produce one teftimony more, under Secre- 

* Randolph's Letters ; Inquiry, vol. i. p. 376, 
yjy ; Melvll, p. 117. GUfgow edition. 

f Camden, p. 499. ; Robertfon, vol. i. p. 460. 

Vol; 11. ' ' X taiy 
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tary Cecirs own hand *, in a paper inti- 
tied. Pro Regina Scotoruniy which be^ns 
thus :. 

** She (the Queen of Scots) is to be 
** helped ; becaufe flie came wiUtagfy into 
** the realm, ujwn trufi of the Queen's 
** Majefty." 

" She tnifted to the Queen's Majefty's 
•* help, becaufe ihc had in her trouble re- 
" ceived many mejfaga to that effeB,^* 

" No private perfon coming Into the 
" realme for refuge ought to be con-* 
** demned, if he requyre to be heard, with* 
** out hearing." 

Mary's remonftrance to EHzabedi on 

this head, is moil pathetic f ; ** Pardon 

** mc,'* 

* Cot. Lib. Anderlbn, vol, lii. p. 99. 

f Excufez taojf il m'importe, U fault que je vous 

parle Tans diUimuIarion. Oflez, ^fyAwat, hors de 

votre efpirit que je fuis venue ici pour fauvetc dc ma 

viej 
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" me," (feys (he ia a letter to Elhabeth) 
" white I rpeak to you from my heart, and 
** without referv^ Imagine not, that I was 
" fo deftitute of friends aa to fly to you for 
" the fafety o£ my life. From choice, I 
" threw rayfelf mto your anns, as my 
** nearefi relation, and alTured fnend ; zxA 
*I did you honour, as I imagined, in 
** chafing you hefore any other Prince,, to 

vie; ts moHde ni toute £cofle ne m'ont pas renee. 
Jais dwtflc eatre tous aotres princes, p<nir ma plus 
^odie par ente et parfaiu amie, vous faUanf, commA 
j'aj Aippofee, I'honeur d'etre nomm^e la rellkuerellc 
d'une Royne qui penfoit t^nir ce bienfait de vous. 
VoHS feccvez tin mien frerc baftarde \ votre pr^fence 
figitif de moy, et rous me la i^fufcz ; que je m'sfliirt 
me fera tant plus (]cla;ree que ma caufe eftjuft^. Pour 
ce que vous diiea, que vous etes confcillee par gens de 
grande qualrt£, de vous garder en cette affaire. Ja i 
DIeu ne plailof que je foye caufe de votrc d^ihoneur, au 
lieu que j'zroiB ii^ution de chercher Ic contraire. 
Pour^oi, je vaus foi^e, aydez moi, Ai'obligeMlt 
\ vous de tout ; ou rpjrcz neutre, et me permettez de 
chercher moo mienx d'ailleurs. Andtrfaitt val. Hi. 
f. 94. Hfii. 

X 2 " reftore 
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** rellore mc to my throne. You recaTcd 
** into yoxir prerence my baftard-brother, 
" ftained with the crime of rebellion againflr 
'* me, while you deny me that &vour ; 
" while yoB refufe.even to hear me in my 
" own vindication. As to what you fay, of 
" your being advifed to zi€t circumfpe£Uy 
** in this matter, God forbid I {bould be 
" the caufe of bringing any reflection upon 
" your honour ; I rather imagined I fliould 
" have added to your glory, by giving you 
" an opportunity of difplaying your powerr 
" and generofity of heart, in the relief of 
" an injured Princefs. Aid me, . therefore, 
*• I conjure you, and let me owe every 
" thing to you ; or fuffer me to depart, to 
** implore that afiiftance from other hands, 
" which you are pleafed tp refufe me." 

How fordble is the language of the 

heart ! How was it poffible for Elizabeth 

to refill the cries and complaints of a dif- 

treiTed Queen, her neare{l blood-relation, 

who 
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who bad thrown herfetf under her {n-o- 
tefkion! How coutd fhe fteel her heart 
againll the common feelings of humanity? 
Sot Elizabeth was a ftranger to fucb weak- 
nefs. The bird whom, with fo much fbill 
and addrefs, fhe had allured into her fnare, ' 
was not to be fet at liberty for a fong. 
Mary was now left to the bitter refie£lion, 
that her own ra£h credulity had undone her; 
and foon after to verify that fatal truth. 
That to a captive prince it is but a ftep from 
a prifon to the grave. 

That- Elizabeth's policy reached beyond 
the confining the perfon of Mary» has not 
hitherto been proved. A letter under Cc- 
pifs h^nd^ lately dif(;overed among his pa- 
pers in the Hatfield library *, now unfolds 
the dark defign that was early formed for 
taking away the life of the unfortunate 
Queen Mary, . "^ 

* This remarkable letter Was overlooked by the 
two Hiftorians, until it was ftcft noticed by the Author 
fi thif Inquiry. 

X 3 In 
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In the year* 1J70 and i57it Queen 
M9f7*9 affairs in Sc^Und weri^ in a pro- 
iperous fituation. T^e chief of the Nobi-r 
iity and Gentry had taken arms for ho: 
againfl: the Regent : they had got pofi*effioa 
- of the ftrongeft fortre0es in the kingdom, 
and of the capital of Edinburgh, firom 
whence they had expelled her enemie«. 

With regard to the Quel's fituatioa in 
England, the treaty of marriage betwi:rt 
her and the Duke of Norfolk, a Protellant, 
the greateft and moil popular Noblemaa 
in England, fupported by the raoft power- 
ful of the Englifti NoblKty, who favoured 
Qiieen Mary's title to that crown, was a 
mortifying proof to Elizabeth of the 
ftrength of Mary's friends in that king- 
dom. 

Two different expedients ofiered them- 

fclves to Elizabeth to follow, with refpeS 

to the Queen of Scots: To peiform the pro- 

mifes 
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iuTei ma^e to her, and to replace her with 
Qileodour iq>pn her throne ; or, To detain 
))er a piiToncr in England for life. 

Elizabeth was too much a politician, and 
a ilrapger to fuch g^eaerous fbntiments as 
direaed her to follow the firft. The laft, 
to keep captive, in the midft of fo many 
friends, a Sovereign Princefs, the prcfiimp- 
tive fadr to her throne, was both difficult 
and dangerous. She Judged it fateft to fol- 
low a third expedient ; to get rid of her 
prifoner at once, by cutting her off. The 
only diflkuky was, to fcreen berfelf from 
the odium of fo black a deed. 

The death of the Duke of Norfolk, who, 
by Miu-ray's treachery, was brought to 
the fcaffold in June 1572, fecured Eliza- 
beth from all apprehenfion at home of any 
danger from Mary. This was foUbwed 
by a treaty of peace with France j which 
put an end to h« rival's negotiations in that 
X 4 kingdom, 
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kiogdom, and all her hopes of relief front 
thence. At the fame time, by the inteiv 
pofition of the French and Englifh minifters 
in Scotland *, who now a£ied there in con- 
cert, a truce was fettled between the conv 
tending parties ; which put a flop to the 
fuccefs of the Queen's friends, and allowed 
her enemies to draw breath, and to recorer 
their ftrength. 

The Earl of Mar waa then Regent of 
Scotland. Hiftorians give him. the charac- 
ter of an honcft man, worthy of the truft 
given to him, of the care and cuftody of 
the young King. 

It appears, that Murray, during his Re- 
gency, had offered to free Elizabeth of 
her rival "f, if flie were delivered into hia 
hands; but this fcheme was fruftrated by 

, • Du Croc and Drury. 

t Lefly*s Negotiations, p. 83, 84. Robertfon, 
rol. i. p. 510. ofUvo ediciop. 

Ha 
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his death. Elizabeth thought the prefen( 
Ctuation of her affairs favourable for put- 
ting the fame fcheme now in execution. 
For this purpofe her mlnifter Killigrew was 
fent down to Scotland to bring about this 
vile affair. His inllructions, in the hand* 
"writing of Cecily are as follows ; 



Secret Infirudkns Jhr H. Killigrew, Sep^ 
tewber io» 1572. 

[In Lord, Burleigh's hand. J 

•'^■tTTHER you ar by other ir^ufiions 
f* dire^ed to treat both with the 

** King*s party, and others of the caftell, 
** for the better obferration of the late ac- 
^ cord for the abftynence; and next that, 
<* fecretly to informe fome of the principal 
" of other party of the late horrible uni- 
** verfal murder in France, and thereupon 
** to move them to have good regard to 
" tha? 
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V that ftate, that the lyke be not theic at- 
•* tempted. 

" 2. Although thcfc matters are of rea- 
*' fonable moment to move to cawfe yoa to 
'* be fent thither at this tyme ; yet, upon a 
** lingular tnift, yow are chofen to deale in 
** a third matter, of a farr gretar moment, 
•• wherdn all fecrecy and circumfpeaion is 
" to be ufed, as yourfelf confidere that the 
" matter requireth. 

** It is found dayly more and more, that 
** the contynuance of the Queue of Scots 
•* here, i» fo dangeroo&, both for the pcrr 

V Ton of the Quene'a Majefty, and fdr'her 
** flate and realme, as notlyng prdently is 
" more nece&ry, than ibattbc rtakke might 
" ie delivered of her ; and ibougb hy jt^ee 
" tbh migit bt done in tins realme^ jt& for 
" certain refpe^, it feemeth better that ihe 
" be fent into St^tland, to be delivered to 
*' the Regent and hfc party, fo « it W^ 

"be 
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** be by fome good means wrought, Out 
** they themfiflves would Tecretly require it; 
" and that good a0uranoe tiaay be given, 
" that a» they have heretofore many tymet^ 
*^-fPectally in the tyme of the gene's farmer 
** Regentty ^ered^ fo they wold, without 
.** &yle, proceed ivitb bir by ivey of juftice^ 
^fb as nether that realme nor this flmld be 
*^ dangered by bir herafier ; for otberwife to 
** have bir and to kepe bir were of all other 
" mo/i dangeroos. Now, how this may be 
.** compafled yow ar to confldre, at yowr 
** coming thyther, with whom of the KingV 
" party it were heft for you to deale, mak- 
** ing choUs of fome fuch as yow ihall 
" fyndc heft perfwaded of the periUto that 
**'fiate, by her continuance etb&- here or 
** there, and fuch as you fliall fynde moft 
•* addiSed to the King thei ; and with 
•* fych you may as of yourfelf^eretfy con- 
**f^*"> and if otherwife it fhall not be 
** dire^y moved to yow, than you may 
** give the faid party fome lykelehood to 
a " thynk. 
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" thy nk,, that if ther wefe any emeft means 
*' fecretly made by tbe Regent and the Erie 
** Morton^ to fome of the Lords of the 
** counfeU here, to have hir delyvered to 
** them, it might be at this tyme better than 
.♦* at any tyme heretofore brought to pafs, 
*' that 'they might have hir, fo as ther might 
** begoodjuretygyven, thzt Jhe JhuU receive 
** that Jbe ht^b dtferved ther, by ordre of 
■^juflice^ lobereby no furder per'tll Jhuld 
♦• enfuBy by bir efcaping or felting hir upp 
** ^^3^' Fo^ otherwife you may well faye, 
^ that the CounfeU of England will never 
f * afient to delyver hir out of the realme; 
f* aad for a0lirance none can fuffice but 
** hoftages of good valew, that ' is^ fome 
" children and near kinsfolk of the Regent, . 
♦•and the ^rle Morton, 

♦* Herein you (hall, as commodite fhaH 

"■forve yow, ufe all good fpede, tvith tbe 

. ** mq^ fcrejy that yow can, to underftand 

^ ther mynds ; and yet fo tp deale to your 

*^ utter^ 
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** uttermoft, that this matter might be r»- 
" ther oppeneil to you, than yourfelf to 
** feem firft to move it ; and as you fyode 
*' ther difpofition, ,fo to accelerate ther dif-' 
" pofition, and to advertife with aU ffedt 
" poJfibU ; for fo the tyme requyreth^ that 
*' celerite be i^ed to have this doone before 
** the French eater any deeper ther in cre- 
" dit ; and that •with all fecrefy^ left it be 
^' interrupted by fome furder dangerooft 
«praaife*." 

What a deteftable defign does this lay 
open to us ! What an infamous -treaty vrai 
here fet on foot, for the blood of a help- 
le6 PrincefSj^ then under the protedlion of 
Queen Elizabeth, who by all laws hum#]i 
and divine was bound to have proted:ed 
her ! We may conclude from the charac- 
ter of the Regent Earl' of Mar, that this 
infamous propofal vras rejected by him with 

■ • Murden's State-papers, p. 324. 

detefbtion, 
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deteftation, as it was nerer more heard o£ 
But from thu attempt it is eafy to &e, that 
Hiz fate of the unfortunate Mary was fealcd, 
and her death determined. The delay to 
^TC the fatal ftroke, was owing to no 
change of purpofe in Queen Elizabeth; 
but to the looking out for ibrae plaufible 
pretext for executing her defiga*. She 
had got over all fcrupfes as to puttii^ het 
rival to death, provided it could be done 
with fecrecj ; but had not the courage to 
avow openly her purpofe, out of fear of 
endangering her popularity. This cowardly 
plan ihe kept up to the laft; and whilfi 
panting in fecret for the blood of the help- 
lef8 Queen of Scots, file, with the groffeft 
^ffimatation, aSe^d concern, fighs, asA 

* It is not to humanity^ fay* Dr. RobertTon, that 
we muft afcribe her forbearance fo long : at the mo- 
ment of her fubfcribing the writ that gave up a woman, 
a Queen, her own nearefl rektion, into the hands of 
■n executioner, Ibe was capable of making a jeft, 

w/. it. p. 165. 

groans. 
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groans, on the accomplUhment of ho: long- 
proje^ed fchenie. 

The letters written by her to Sir Amias 
Paulet, QuMii Maif *8 keeper in her jMifba 
at Fot^'eringay caftl«, dilclofe to us the true 
£;ntifflent8 of her heart, and her AeaJj 
purpofe to have Mary privatdy aflaffituttd^ 
Pautet, a rude, but aa honeft man, had be^ 
hav^ whh great infolence and hariho^ to 
<^en Mary, aad treated her with the ut- . 
mod difrefped. He approached her per- 
fon without any ceremony^ and ufually 
came covered into her prefence, of whidi 
fhe had complained to Queen Elizabeth *. 
He was therefore thought to be a fit perlbn 
for executing the above purpofe. The fol- 
lowing letter from Elizabeth dtiplays a 
ftrong piGure of her artifice and flattery, 
in order to raife his expe<^ti6ns to the 
higheft pitch : 

* Robertfon, vol. ii. p. 165. 

«To 
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*• To my loving Ami A 5* 

• " Amat^ my mofi faithful and careful 
•* firvanty God reward thee treblefold fot 
** the mod troublefome charge fo well - 
•* difcharged,— If you knew, tny Amiai^ 
"bow kindly, befide moft dutifully, my 
" grateful heart accepts and praifeth your 
" ^otlefs endeavours, and faithful a£tion^ 
** performed in fo dangerous and crafty a 
*' charge, it would eafe your travail, and 
•* rqjoice your heart j in which I charge 
•* you to carry this moft inftant thought, 
•* that I cannot balance in any weight of 
" my judgement the value that I prize you 
" at, and fuppofe no trcafure can coua* 
*' tervul fuch a faith, and fhall condemn 
** me in that fault that yet I never com- 
*' mitted. If I reward not fuch defert, yea 

* This curious letter, mentioned by none of our 
hiftorians, I find in a colledton of remarkable trials, 
publifhcd, London 1715 ; Appendix, N" V. 

« let 
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^* let me lack whea I moft need it, if I ao 
*^ knowledge not fuch a merit, noH bmiibtu 



Having thus buoyed up his hojies and 
wifhes, Walfinghim, in his letters to Pau- 
let aiid Drury, mentiohs the prt^ofel ia 
plain words to them. ** We find by a, 
*' fpeecih lately made by her Majefty, that 
" fhe doth note in you both a lack of that 
" care and zeal for her fervice, that ihe 

• What a piflure have We here» of the hetoine of 
Englatid I Wooing a faithful fervant to commit a clan- 
deftinc murdeh, which fhe herfelf durft not aVow I 

The portrait of King John, in the fame predicament, 
praAifing with Hubert to murder his nephew* then 
under his charge, fhews how intimately the great Poet 
was acquainted with nature ! 

O my gentle Hubert, 
We owe thee much ! Within this wall of flcfii. 
There is a foul, counts thee her creditor, 
And with advantage means to pay thy love. 
And, my good friend, thy voluntary oath. 
Lives in this bofom, dearly chcrifhed. 

~^ "Vol. 11. Y "looketb 
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" looketh for at your hands, in that you 
" have not in all this time (of yourfelves, 
** without other proTocation) found out 
" fome way to Jborten the life of^ the Scots 
" ^een^ confidering the great peril fhe is 
" hourly fubjedt to, fo long as the faid 

" Queen ihall live." In a Poftfcript : 

•* I pray you, let both this and the inclofed 
*' becommitted to the fire; as your anfwer 
•' fhall be, after it has been communicated 
" to her Majefty, for her fatisfadion." la 
a fubfequent letter : " I pray you, let me 
*' know what you have done with my 
" letters, becaufe they arc not fit to be 
" kept, that I may fatisfy her Majefty 
" therein, who might ctherwife take of- 
" fence thereat *." 

' What a cruel fnare is here laid for this 
faithful fervant ! He is tempted to commit 
a murder, and at the fame time has orders 

* Dr. Mackenzie's Lives j Freebairn, p. 170, Cif 

. from 
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from his Sovereign to deftroy the warrant 
for doing it. He was too wife and too 
honourable to do either the one or the 
other. Had he fallen into the fnare, we 
may guefs, from the fate of Davidfon, what 
would have been his. Paulet, in return, 
thus writes to Walfingham t — " Your let- 
" ters of yefterday Coming to my hand 
" this day, I would not fail, according to 
** yoUr direilionsj to return my aufwef 
« with all poflible fpeedj which I fliall 
•* deliver uiito you with grdat grief and 
" bitternefs of mind, in that I am fo im- 
*' happy, as living to fee this unhappy 
*' day, in which I am required, by dlrec-t 
" tion of my moft gracious Sovereign, to 
" do an a£t Which God and the law for- 
** biddeth. My goods and life are at hei" 
*' Majefty's difpofition, and I am ready 
** to lofe them the next morrow if it fhall' 
" pleafe her.— But God forbid I fhould 
** make fo foul a ihipwreck of my con- 
•* fcience, or leave fo great a biot to my 
Y 3 " poor 
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** poor pofterity, and fiied blood without 
•* Uw or warrant *." 



Thus was Elizabeth put to the necef- 
fity of (igntng with her owa hand the 
fentence for bringing Queen Mary to the 
block. 

*' One fcene more," fays Dr. Robert- 
fon f, ** of the boldeft and moft folemn 
*' deceit, remained to be exhibited. She 
" undertook to make the world believe, 
" that Queen Mary had been put to death 
" without her knowledge, and againft 
*' her ytWl. Davidfon her Secretary, who 
** fufpefted nothing of her intention, fell 
** a vidira to her arti6ce." His cataftrophe 
is well known. For obcyiog her orders, 
he was deprived of his whole fortune, and 
doomed to languiih the remainder of his 
days in a prifon. 



• Dr. Mackenzie's Lives 
t RobcrtfoD, vo). ii. p. : 



The 
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The bold and fingular flep of jElizabeth, 
in bringing a Sovereign Princefs to trial 
. before a foreign court, who had thrown 
herfelf voluntarily under her proteaicn; 
the trying her by foreign laws, upon writ- > 
ings alleged to be fworn to by perfons 
whom they were afraid, and refufed, to 
bring into her prefence, was a flagrant vio- 
lation of pvery principle of juftice and hu- 
manity. 

For the particulars of fo extraordinary 
a trial, I refer the Reader to the State Trials. 
We fhall conclude our work with a difplay 
of the magnanimous behaviour and deport- 
ment of the Queen of Scots, in the clofing 
fcene of her life, from the authentic letters 
written by her in the awful period, after 
ientence of condemnation had palTed on 
her. During that dreadful interval, the 
inhumanity of Elizabeth was not difarmed. 
We have recently feen her attempt to have 
the unfortunate Queen of Scots privately 
Y 3 mur- 
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, murdered : mean while {he ftudied to em-- 
bitter the few hours of her life. Tho 
manner in which flie caufed the fentence 
of condemnation to be intimated to C^eeir 
Mary, we fliall give from a letter written 
by the Queen to her friends in France oa 
that occaHon. 

" It is now intimated," fays flie, " by 
" orders of their Queen, by the mouth of 
" Lord Buckhurft, Sir Amias Paulet, and 
•* Sir Dreu Dr«ry, that the States of Par- 
♦* liament have condemned me to death, 
" —The day before yefterday Paulet and 
" Drury returned to fpeak with me ; 
•* They faid, that as I had fiiewn no re- 
*' pentance, or fenfe of my offence towards 
" the Queen, ,ihe had commanded that my 
" canopy of ftate Ihould be takeft down, 
" confidering me as already dead ; de* 
" prived of honour or dignity as a Queen, 
" I replied, That as God of his goodnefe 
*' had called me to that dignity, to him 
*' alone, 
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" alone, with my ipirit, I would refign it. 
" That I acknowledged neither their Queen 
*• as my fuperior, nor their Parliament nor 
" Council as my Judges ; that they had no 
" other power over me than that pf rob- 
" hers over the helplefs that fall into their 

" hands, On this, Paulet having called 

•* for feven or eight of his guards, he made 
" them pull down my ftate canopy ; he 
** then fat himfelf down on it, and put oii 
" his hat *." 

What a pidure of barharity and infolence 
in the unfeeling tyrant and her fervanta, is 
here exhibited ! Not all the ftudied infults 
of Elizabeth towards her helplefs prifoner 
in the laft fcenes of this tragedy, could 
abafe the exalted fpirit of Queen Mary, or 
draw from her the leaft unbecoming word 
or refieaion ! In the midft of all her diftrefa 
flie rifes fuperior to her infulling rival ! 
She addrefles her laft letter to Elizabeth in 

* L'Hifloired'Elizabcth, par-M.Keralio, tcMti. v. 

Y 4 the 
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the following ftrain, which difplays a tnag-a 
na;aimity, aad that native elevation of rot4 
which Quceii Mary to the laft fuftained, 

♦* Madame, 
•* "With my whole heart, I render thanfct 
^* to God, who is pleafed, by your fcn- 
^ teoce, to put a period to the long and 
^* forrowful pilgrimage of my life ; nor do 
•* I wifh it to be prolonged, having long 
" enough experienced its bittereft dif- 
*' treflcB, I only fupplicate your Majefty, 
^ as I have no favour to expeO: from thofe 
•* minifters who hold the firft i-ank in your 
** ftate, that I may owe to you alone the 
*^ following favours* 

" Firft, As I cannot expeft to be allowed 
" the rites of fepulture in England, ac- 
** cording to the Catholic folemnities, ufed 
" by your Royal anccftors as well as mine; 
*' and as in Scotland they have profaned 
*' aad violated the afhes ofniy forefathers ^ 
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W I requeft, when my enemies fliall b{; 
** jglutted with my innocent blood, that my 
** body may be tranfported by my fervants, 
<* and interred in confecrated ground ; above 
•* all, in France, where the bones of my 
*? much' hpnpurpd mother do now reftj fo 
** as this poor body, which has never knowij 
** repofe fo long as joined to my foul, may 
** at laft find reft, when feparated from it. 

** Secondly, I befeech your Majcfty, 
** from the apprehenfion which I have of 
•• the tyrannic of thofe, to whofe power 
^* you have given me up, that my execu- 
*^ tion may not proceed in any private or ob- 
f' fcure place, but in'the iight and prefonce 
" of my fervants, and of other perfons who 
" may bear witnefs of my faith and ad- 
" herence to the Catholic church, and be 
*' able to vindicate the laft fcene of my 
*^ life, and my dying breath, from the falfe 
*' reports which my enemies may fpread 
*' abroad concerning me. 

V Thirdly, 
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" Thirdly, I requeft that my domeftics, 
" who have ferved me faithfully in all 
" my diftrcfles, may be allowed to with- 
" draw themfelves, freely, to whatever place 
** they chufe, and that they may enjoy 
•' the finall prefenls which my poverty has 
•* left me to bequeath to them by my laft 
" will. 

" I conjure you, Madame, by the blood 
"of Jefus Chrift, by the ties of confan- 
" guinitie, by the memory of King Henry 
" Vir, our common grandfire, and by 
" the title of Queen which I bear, and 
" fliall do till death, do not refufe the 
** above reafonable requefts ; and to con- 
*• firm your aflent by a word under 
*' your hand. For which I £hall die, as, 
" I have lived, 

" Your affeftionatc fifter 
*' and prifoner, 

"Marie, Reyne*" 

* Jebb, vot. ii, page gr. — See the Original, 
Append. No. VIII. 

To 
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. To this magnanimous letter, the obdu-. 
rate heart of Elizabeth made no reply. 
No wonder. RefletSion on the recent inr 
dignities put on Mary, muft have funk 
her in her own estimation. 

The following letter of Queen Mary, 
written by her, to her Almoner and Con- 
feflbr, the evening before her execution, 
exhibits a fine picture of the Queen la 
the laft awful moments of her life, and 
ihews how collected fhe was, and with 
.what pious refignation £he fubmitted to her 
unparalleled fate. 

The laft z.€i. of devotion of a fincerc 
Catholic, is to make folemn confeiHon of 
fins, to deceive abfolution, and the holy 
facrament, from a. Minifter of that reli- 
gion. This was denied to Queen Mary ! 

" \ requefted," fays flie, " to have you 

" with me, to make my confeffion to you, 

' " and 
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•* and to receive the lacramcnt from your 
'* hands. This has cruelly been reftifed 
" to me. They have even rcjeflted my 
" requeft to have my body tranfported, 
" or to make my teftament, or to write 
** any thing, but by thdr hands, and under 
<* the good pleafure of their Miftrefs. In 
** defed of this, I now confefs my grievous 
'' fins iif general, as I intended to have 
** done to you In particular j befeecbing 
** yott^ in the name of God^ to pray and 
*' wake with me tbit nigbt^ for the fatif- 
' *' faftion of my fins, and to fend me your 
•*. abfolution, and pardon of all my of- 
** fences towards yourfelf. I wilt endeavour 
" to fee you in their prefence, as they 
" have granted to my Chamberlain, and 
** if that fhail be permitted, I will aJk 
** your bleffing on my kneea, 

*' Point out to me the moft proper 

** prayers for tbts n'tgbt and to-morrgw 

^* morning. The time is fhort. I have no 

** lcifur§ 
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•' Icifurc to write, but I fhall recommend 
" you, with the reft of my fervants, to 
** the King for all your good dffices. 
" Advife me, in writing, of every thing 
*' you Jhall think neceflary for falvation. 
" I fliaM fend you a fmall token." 

Nota^ At the foot of the letter is the 
following note : 

" The Queen wrote her teftament with 
" her own hand, in two leaves of paper, 
" without refting or lifdng her hand from 
•* the paper. In which fhe fettles all her 
'* affairs, without omitting to bequeath fome 
*' token to each of her fervants *." 

Thus met her fate, Mary Queen of 
Scots, the mod injured and the moll un- 
fortunate of her fex. 

What can atone for the crimes com- 
mitted by Elizabeth with regard to the un- 

P See the original Letter, K* VII, Appendix, 
fortunate 
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fortunate Queen Mary ? Will the applaufd 
irhich popularity has throwri upon this 
great Queen (for- fuch, according to the 
Ordinary fenfe of the word, it muft be al- 
lowed flie was) palliate fuch bold :»nd 
flagrant a£ts of injuftice and inhumanity^ 
carried on by the grofleft artifice and dif- 
fimulation ? Unerring juftice will not 
allow fuch impofitions long to pafs. The 
hand of time has now pulled off the malk 
from this imperious and arbitrary Queen j 
and while the juft, the impartial, and the 
unprejudiced, muft deteft the bafe and Un- 
generous principles' which guided Eliza- 
beth, the humane will drop a tear to the 
memory of an unfortunate princefs, the 
moft amiable and accompliihed of her fex, 
who, by the unrelenting cruelty of a jea- 
lous rival, through a feries of bitter perfe- 
cutions, was at laft brought to the grave ! 

We have feen Queen Mary in the laft 

awful fcene of her life, firm, intrepid, and 

colleded, 
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coUeded, without departing from her dig- 
nity, without betraying the leaft fymptom 
of weaknefs or fear ! Confcious of the 
'reftitude of her heart, and that all was 
peace within, flie meets death with com- 
pofure, and in the firm hope of foon ap- 
pearing before a higher tribunal, ii^ the 
prefence of the Moft High, as her Judge, 
fhe, without a figh, refigns her breath ! 

Let us attend the concluding fcene of' 
Queen Elizabeth's life. 

According to the Hiftorians, Ihefuddenlr 
was feized with a deep melancholy ; Ihe re- 
jected all confolation ; fhe even refufed food 
and fuftenaoce, and, throwing herfelf on the 
floor, flie remained fallen and immoveable. 
The few words fhe uttered, were expreffivc 
of/ome inward grief which Jie would not 
revealy but vented in deep iighs and groans. 
Ten days fhe lay upon the floor, fupported- 
with cufhions, and thus expired *. 

• Hume. 

Some 
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Some late writers have aiSgned as th^ 
caufe of Elizabeth's melancholy and death, 
an old romantic ftory, of her love for the 
unfortunate Earl of Eflex, and the difcoverjr 
of the Counted of Nottingham's treachery > 
in keeping up a ring, which Eflex, beford 
his execution, had cliaiged her with 6.c- 
livering to the Queen, as the plcdgfr of 
pirdoh, which £he formerly had given td 
him. But this pretended caufe is no ways 
adequate to the efie^ It is certain that 
Elizabeth bore the death of Effex wkhom 
the lead apparent difturbance. Bayle, oa 
the authority of the Marefchal de Bhbn, 
who was ambaiTador in England at the 
time, fays, that after the execution of EfleXj 
the Queen was as merry as hefore, during 
Biron's embafly*. We cannot help fub- 
fcribing to the opinion of Mr. Whttaker in 
this matter, " That Elizabeth had a morte 
** folid ground for melancholy and re- 
" morfe, arifitig from the fting of her owtt 

• Article, Elizabeth. 

*■ con- 
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*' confcience, on the reflexion of her.m- 
" human treatment of Queen Mary.". To. 
imagine that the mafculine fpirit of KU-* 
2abeth would eyaporate in a loye-fick 
fit of whining for the death of an in- 
foient fubjeft, . whb had braved her au- 
thority, and attempted an infurre^ion 
iii her very capital, is neither credible, 
nor in the leaft confiftent with the cha- 
rader and fortitude of the haughty, un- 
feeling Elizabeth ! Her whole conduct 
, with regard to the Queen of Scots, was 
fuch as, indeed, to afford juft caufe for 
the moft bitter remorfe, in the lafl flage 
of her life, on the dreadful refledlion of 
the long, deliberate, premeditated fchfimes, 
framed and profecuted by her for the de- 
flruftion of that Princefs ! With what 
horror mull £he have looked back, on the 
bafe means ufed by her, firft, in feducing 
from their allegiance, the fubjeds of her 
lifter Queen, and inciting them to over- 
turn her governmeDt, and to dethrone 
Vol. 11: " ■ Z her: 
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ber; her underhand praflices with botfl 
parties, fomenting their civil infurredions, 
inciting them to cut 6ach otherS throats, 
aiad to fpread flaughter and dcvaftation 
over a "whole kingdom, fm the abandoned 
purpofe of fecuring Its dependency on 
hcrfelfj and, laftly^ to crown all, by 
fhedding the blood of a Queen, her neareft 
relation, whom, hj a folemn promife of 
affiftance, flie had allured to throw her- 

felt under her prote^iont Here was 

caufe indeed for melancholy, for remorfe, 
almoft to defpair \ 

Now in the decline of Irfe, in her 70th 
year, her popularity beginning to fade, and 
the approach of bodily infirmities, all muft 
have awakened her to reflcSion^ and to the 
bitter fenfation of her crimes, and of her 
itihuman treatment of the Queen of Scot& 
How forcibly mufl the awful dying words 
of that Trincefs have vibrated in" her ear t 
* Think me not prefuoiptuous, that now 
** bidding 
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" bidding farewell to this world, and pre- 
•*' paring for a better, I put you in mind, 
** that ypu muft alfo die, and muft anfwer 
" before the tribunal of the Mpft High for 
" your conduft *.'* 

Happy for Elizabeth, if unfeigned con- 
trition and penitence in her laft' moments, 
has expiated her crimes f ! 

* hp-Nc m^accufcz <Ie pKToDiption, fi abandonnant 
dc monde, et me pftjparanC pour an meilleurj je vous • 
Kmonllre q'un jour vous aurez a repondre dc votre 
dutrge, aiiffi bien que ceiuc qui y font enroycK les 
(irciniersi 

Votrr foeuret coufui^, 
De FiQtherlngay, ~ PriAuiier a ttvt, 

J9 Dccembtre. Maki£, R {. 

t The morals of Qaeen EliMbetfa may be gathered. 
fhrai her conduit with regard to the HnfortunatcQueea 
. of ScotSk For the other parts erbef'Cbarafier, I leave 
that ta& to her own coimtryQien. 

" I fee nO'fufficicRt grounds for the me^ve-pre- 
V judice that -has fomehow xakan place in favour of 
** the golden reign, as it is called, of Slioabctb- $ 
** can find neither the wifdom nor the virtue in it, 

X Jebb, vol' u. p. 295. 
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" that can entitle it to a preference before all other 
** ages. It iE allowed, that in her councils (he was 
*• vigilant, careful in the choice of her fervants, 
" courteous and condefccnding to her fubjcfls. She 
" appeared to have an extreme tendernefs for the 
*' interefts, and an extreme zeal for the honour, of 
** the nation. This was the bright fide of her cha- 

*■ rafter.' On the other hand, (he was choleric and 

" imperious, jealous, timid, and avaricious I oppreffive, 
*' as far as (be durft ; in many cafes capricious and 
** tyrannical.-: — The mingled fplendor of thefe qua- 
** lilies, good and bad (for even her worfi had the 
*< luck, when feen but on one fide, or in weJl-diipofed 
*' lights, to look like good ones), fo far dazzled the 
*' eyes of all, that they did not, or would not, fee' 
** many outrageous afls of tyranny and oppreflion. 
" And thus it has come to pafs, that, with fome abi< 
*( lity, more cunning, and little real virtue, the name 
*' of Elizabeth is, by the concurrence of many acci- 
*< dental caufcs, become the mod revered of any in 
" the roll of our ancient princes.— I will n^t deny 
" ber to have been a great, that is, a fortunate 
<* Queen ; in this perhaps the moft fortunate, that (he 
**. attained to Co unrivalled a glory with fo few pre- 
•* tenfions to defcrvc it." JDr. Hurd m tht s»l4ttt 
^i' if ^ten Eiijsabttb, 
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POSTSCRIPT, 

Addreffed to the Public. 



Tl^ R. Hume, in the laft edition of his 
Hiftory of England, has made the 
follomng attack upon the Inquirer *. 

" I believe" (fays the Hiftorian) " there 
** is no reader of common fenfe, who does 
" not fee, from ,the narrative in the text, 
*' that the author means to fay, that Queen 
" Mary refufes conftantly to anfwer before 

* Hume's Hiflory, quarto edition, 1770, vol. v. 
-p.. 153;. Nete, p. 533. 

Z 3 " tlie 
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** the Englilh commiffioners, but ofiera 
" only to anfwer io perfon, before Q^Eli- 
" zabeth in perfona contrary to her prac- 
" ticc during the whole courfe of the con- 
•* ference, till the moment the evidence of 
** her being an accomplice in her hufband*& 
" murther is uncxpededly produced. It 
" is true, the author having repeated four 
" or five times an account of this demand 
** of being admitted to Elizabeth's pre-t 
•* fence, and having exprefled his opi- 
** nion, that, as it had been refiifed from 
** the beginning, even before the com- 
** mencement of the conferences, flie did 
*' not exped it would now be complied 
** with ; thought it impoffible bis mean- 
** ing could be mifundefftooJ (as indeed 
*^^ it was impoffible), and not being vA\U 
** ing to tire his reader* with continual re- 
" petitions, he mentions in "a palfage or 
* two, fimply, that fhe had lefufed to 
** make any anfwer. I believfe alfo, there 
" is no reader of comiBoh feflft who per- 
« wfcs 
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" ufes Anderiba or Goodairs coUedipna, 
" and doca not fee, that, agreeably "to this 
** narrative, Q^, Mary infiiU un^terably 
** and ftrenuQuQy on not ^pntintiing to 
** anfwer before the Englifti cQmmiffion- . 
" ers, but infifts to be heard inperfon, by 
** Q^EUzabeth in peribn ; thoygb once or 
*' twice, by way of bravadc, flie 6y? 
** fimply, that fee will anfwer and refute 
*' her eaecoies, without inferting this coo- 
*' diti^m, which ftiU is underftood. But 
" tber^ U a perfon that has wrote an J?»- 
" q^iry bifiorkal an4 crificd into the evidence 
" egaitift Mary ^^en qfScott^ .and has a(- 
" tempted to refiUe the foregoing narra- 
** tjve. ffe quotes a faigh pojage of the 
** narrative, in which Mary is faid fimply 
" tQ refufe aafwering ; and then d,^gU 
" paffagcjrom GoqdaU^ ia which flie boafts 
** fimply that fee will anfwer ; and he very 
" dvilly and almpft direi3:ly calls the au- 
♦* thpr a lyar, on account of (hU pre- 
« tended contradidion. Tfeat whole £n- 

z 4 ** q«'T» 
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-♦* qu'iry, from beginning to end, is com-' 
*^ pojed of fucbfcandahus artifices \ and from 
*' this infiance, the reader may judge of the 
*' candour y fair dealings veracity ^ and good 
** manners of the Enqiiirer.''^ 

This is a very heavy impeachment againft 
the Inquirer, and delivered in terms very 
inconfiftent with Mr. Hume's compl^nt 
upon the' head of incivility and good man- 
ners, or with that treatment which one 
gentleman ought to expeft from another. 
If the Inquirer has, in thefe refpefts, been 
• deficient :to Mr. Hume (of which he is 
-not at all fenfible), that gentleman has 

■ now very '.amply retorted upon him. "Who 
could have fufpe£ted the cool Philofopher 

■ to be fo converfant in terms of the grofleft 
: and moft illiberal abufe ? 

- This fmall Effay took its rife from notes 

which the author, in the courfe of his 

rea^ngi had pade, with no other view 

than 
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than for his own amufement, and to en- 
able him to form a judgment of a point 
which he had confidered as a hiftorical 
problem. When he was induced to put 
thefe ftriftures into their prefent form, and 
to allow them to be made public, he was 
fenfible of the difficult taffc he had under- 
taken. To canvafs a difputed point, which 
perhaps, even at this day, with fome nar- 
row minds, involved a notion of party- 
■ fpirit, xvas not his greateft embarraflment. 
He found himfetf obliged to examine, with 
freedom, the opinion of authors of weighty 
authority ; of living authors. He Ima- 
gined his faw fufficient reafons to dificr 
widely in fentiment from thefe authors; 
to believe, that even a writer, generally 
unqueftioned in candour, might, in the 
-ardour of fupporting a favourite and po- 
pular iide of a queftion, have ihut his 
«ye8 againft the light. Here was the In- 
quirer's difficulty. The love of truth de- 
6 . manded. 
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mandcd, that nothing Should he pallia- 
ated in an InveAigation of this kind j at 
the iame time, he knew well, that, irom 
the weaknefs of human nature, there was 
fcarce a difputant who could feparate the 
idea of an antagonift from that of a foe, 
or who could coolly fuffer even the appre^ 
henfion of bfing any part of thai univerf^l 
deference which he was perfuaded he me- 
rited. This confideration was an incite 
ment to the Inquirer, to confider well the 
grounds of the contr.overfy, to review hia 
own arguments, and to be cautiow wen 
in the manner of dreilttig and advancing 
tfaetn. This caution he flattered him&lf 
he had never departed from ; and indeed^ 
the indulgent approbation «f the Public 
had almofl fet his nund at eafc upon that 
. icore. — He now^ however, at this late 
period, finds he has been mistaken j and 
. that his early fears were but too well 
pounded. 

The 
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The author of the Hiftory of England, 
fo ofteA mentioned iu this Inquiry, ha» 
now for many years, with regard to this 
Effay, prefcrvcd a profound filence. But 
it would feem, that all this while he has 
been meditatiag vengeance : he has now 
ftept out into the world, and aimed a 
deadly thcuft at the Inquiry and its au- 
thor. 

The whole boot, fays the Hiftorian, 
from beginning to end, is compofed of 
fcandalous artifices, foul dealing, want 
of candour, veracity, and good mait- 
oers. 

After a fentence of this kind, what re- 
mains for the Inquirer ? This fupreme 
judge of literary merit has pronounced 
fentence with that confidence which mocks 
all appeal. 

The Inquirer, however, believes his 

cattle to be fobje^ed to another, and ra- 

3 ther 
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ther a higher tribunal, than this author's 
court of judicature. Let not that gen- 
tleman, intoxicated as he feems to be with 
popular applaiife, aflume the charafler 
and ftyle of infallible diredor of opinion, 
nor prcfume to wreft from that public, to 
whofe indulgent favour he owes the credit 
he has obtained, the right which they 
have of judging for themfelves. Had the 
Hiftorian's judgment of the Inquiry been 
' equitable, he would have found his opi- 
nion long ere now juftified by the concur- 
ring fentiments of the Public on his fide : 
but that thefe fentiments have not con- 
curred with him he feems tacitly to ac- 
knowledge, when now, at the diftance of 
a dozen of years fmce the offence, he 
deigns (contrary to his conduct with his 
other opponents) to take the offender out 
of the hands of the Public, and to pro- 
nounce fentence himfelf. 

To the impartiality of that Public the 

Inquirer now enters his appeal j and to 

their 
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their judgment he fhall fubmlt the exa- 
mination of this lafe manifefto of the 
Hiftorian', leaving them to apply the 
above heavy epithets of fcandahus hrtl- 
Jice^ want of candour^ veracity, and good 
manners, to whom they fhall be found 
properly to belong. 

And now as to Mr. Hume's manifefto : 

There is no reader of commoii fenfe, 
fays he, who does not fee from his narra- 
tive in the text, that the Hiftorian means 
to fay, that Queen Mary conftantly re- 
fufes to anfwer before the Englifh commiC- 
fioners, but offers to anfwer only in perfon 

before Queea Elizabeth in perfon. 

That the Hiftorian, continues he, having 
often repeated Queen Mary's demand of 
being admitted to Queen Elizabeth's pre- 
fence, — and being unwilling to tire his 
reader with continual repetitions of this 
demand, mentions in a pojfage or timo 
/imply. 
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Jaepfyy that lbs retti&d to make aaf 
aofwer. 

Upon this, iays our Hiftorian, the au- 
thor of the Inquiry has attemptoi to re* 
fute his narrative, by quptmg the above 
Jtngle pajfagc from his hiftory, in which 
Queen Mary is faid fimply to refiife an- 
fweriag ; — and in c^pofition to that, quo- 
ting a fitigle pojfage from Goodall, in 
which Ihe boafts fimply, that ffae will 
anfwer ; and on account of this -contra* 
didion, the author of the Inqiury almoft 

diredly calls him a lyar. This u th« 

charge agaioft the Inquirer. 

One would have thought that wbeft 
the Hiftorian ventured thus to pledge his 
credit with the public,, by taking upon 
him to condemn a book, ascompofed of 
fcandalous artifices^ and deftitute of candour 
and trutbj from one fmgle inftance, in 
which he afferts, upon his own word, that 
the 
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the author had not quoted him fairly ; > 

one would have thought, that the Hiftorian 
fliould undoubtedly have been fure of the 
fafl:. Is the faifl then fo as he is pleafed 
to aver ? — Has the Inquirer taken hold of 
this fingie paffage from Mr. Hume's hiftory, 
wherein he fays Queen Mary refufed fimply 
to anfwer, without repeating her requeft 
of being admitted to Queen Elizabeth's 

prefaice ? The Inquirer does aver, that 

it is not fo. 

He has not quoted a fingie or detached 
paflage from him ; on the contrary, he 
has quoted almoft the whole of the HiAo- 
tian^s narrative concerning Queen Mary's 
refufal to anfwer, and likewife her requeft 
to be prefent at the trial of her caufe, and 
that, too, in the HiAorian's own words. 
In his quotation, he particularly men- 
tions the grounds upoa which that author 
iays Queen Mary*s commiiGoners founded 
their refUfal to anfwer. The reader is re- 
ferred 
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ferred to the whole quotation ; part of 
which Ihall here be repeated.^—" When 
** the charge," fays Mr. Hume, ** or ac- 
" cufation againft Queen Mary' was given 
" in, — her commiffioners abfolutely re- 
" fufed to return any anfwer ; and they 
" grounded their filence on very, extraor- 
" dinary reafons. They had orders, they 
" faid, from their miftrefs, if any thing 
" was advanced that might touch her ho- 
** nour, not to make any defence, as fha 
" was a fovereign princefs, and could not 
** be fubjeiS to any tribunal j and they re~ 
** quired that Jbe fiould previoujly be ad- 
*' mitted to E/iza6etb's prefence *." — Thus 
runs the quotation through every edition 
of the Inquiry. 

The Inquirer fhall now proceed to fiiow 
in what manner Mr. Hume's narrative, as 
above, was oppofed. 

• Vol. i. p. 165. of this Inquiry. 

I9 
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In the firft editlou of the Inquiry, to 
the Hiftorian's narrative was oppofed vef- 
,batim the, declaration of C^eea Mary*s 
.commiffioners on the 25th of December 
. 1568 ; wherein they declare, by her fpe- 
cial command. That ihe woivld anfwer to 
.Murray's accufation j and, for that pur- 
-pofe,- they defire' to have the writings that 
he had produce^ ^gajnft her : and neither 
the Queen in, bei*, letter, nor the commif* 
HonerS) rnention any req^eft from her of 
.being admitted, to Queen .Elizabeth^s pre- 
fence. This, tli,e Hiflorian . i$ pleafed to 
fay, was onJy a ,bravade of Mary. It 
may be fo : but thig.i8,only his conjeflure j 
it might as probably have been otherwifc ; 
that could only: hate, been determined by 
■Queen Mary hjerfelfj as it lay in her own 
breaft. But it \& td. ;be obferved, oji the 
other hand, . that the , letter, containing 
: the above deelaratiofl, was the .voy laft 
which Queen Mary wrote during the con- 
ferences. This, the author of the In- 
VoL. 11. A a ^uiry 
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quiry apfM^henda, was a £dr authority, 
and, for the above reafbn, might very 
properif be quoted againft Mr, Hume^ 
However, to give fiill fcope to Ae Hlfto- 
mn*$ argument, the Inquirer, in bis fe- 
eond and in this Edition, has omitted the 
above declaration : and he oppofes the Hi£> 
torian's narration, by referring the reader 
to the abftraft ,of the whole procedure iu 
the conferwjoes *, which he had recently, 
and in the immediatdy preceding pages, 
giTBB. What muft fhow to the convidioa 
of evCTy reader the candid intention of the 
Inquirer, and that he had not the moft 
remote defign of odnccaling any part of 
the Hiftorian*8 argument (as indeed he 
had no reaibn), he, immediately after the 
above general refer-eace, folly and ^rly 
ftates the whole of his argument, and 
every Iwanch of it f j a part of which he 
fliall here repeat.—" Mr. Hume's evafioa 

• Inquiry, vol. i. p. lyo. 

+ Inquiry, vol. i. p. 172, 173. 

« 16, 
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•* is, 1^, That Macy had iafiftcd to coa- 
••^ front, perfonally, Murray and Morton^ 
" her accuferS, in prefcnce of Elizabeth, 
*' the %hole Englifli Nobility, andforeign 
" miniftersj which," Mr, Hume is pleafed 
to fay, " was fuch a requefl as could not 
•* be granted : %dly. That this requefl: be- 
•* ing refufed, Mary's Commiffioners had 
" protefted againfl: all further procedure,** 
&c. 

The Author of the Inquiry hopes he 
hath fufficieiitly vindicated himfelf frora 
Mr. Hume's accufation, by difproving his 
averment : on that averment, and the grofs 
abufe attending it, the Inquirer fhall make 
no reflexions, but leave it to the Public to 
determine who is beft entitled to bring the 
accufation of want of fair dealing and good 
manners. 

The Author of the Inquiry fliall now, 

in his turn, enter a little more minutely 

into the examination of theHiftorian's pro- 

A a. 3 pofitiQn $ 
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pofition ; from wKich he has inferred, that 
Queen Mary ahfolutely refufed to anfwer 
Murray's accufation, and recoiled from the 
inquiry. 

Queen Mark's Commlffioncrs, our Hif- 
totian fays, abfolutely refufed to return an 
anfwer to Murray's charge or accufation j 
and they required, that £he fhould previ- 
oufly be admitted to Elizabeth's prefence ; 
to whom, and to whom alone, Ihe was 
determined to juftify her innocence j^-and 
that they finally broke off the conferences, 
and never would make any reply. 

Here 1 beg leave to flop him, to tell him 
civilly, that he is in a miftake. Queen 
Mary, it is granted, at firft, fenfible of Eliza- 
beth's grofs partiality, did refufe to anfwer 
the charge or accufation. But fiie thought 
better on it ; . and afterwards, not only of- 
fered to anfwer the charge conditionally as 
above, but a^ually did give in her anfwer; 
p to 
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to which I beg leave to refer the reader. 
Inquiry, vol, i. p. 13^ 

The Hiftorian perhaps will fay, that 
Queen Mary reFufed to anfwer to the proof 
of the charge, that is, fbs Letters. — How 
could ihe, unlefs fht was allowed ta iee 
them ? She often requefted txifee thefe writ- 
ingSy for the exprefa purpofe of aofwering 
them. 

But, it is faid, Hie annexed to her ofrei< 
to anfwer, a demand which, ihe was fen- 
fible, could not be granted. — For what 
reafon could not her demand be granted ? 
Was it impoffible \-r-\t fhall be allowed, 
that an offer to perform a thing under a 
condition which is impoffible, refolves into 
an abfolute refufal. But is this the cafe 
of Queen Mary's conditional demaijd, of 
being admitted to Queen Elizabeth's pre-. 
fence, as her accufers had been ? Was this 
ippoiCble ? was it even unreafonahle ? Qa 
A a 3 the 



r:,9,N..<ib, Google. 



558 IkQUIRY into the EviCEHCS 

the contniy, I apprehend it was abfolutely 
necellary. What was the meaning of Qoeea 
Mary's demand ? She was accufed of very 
high crimes, which were offered to be 
proved by Letters iaid to be of her own 
hand-writing. Her demand was, to appear 
perfonally, -in defence and vindication of 
what was more valuable to her than life, 
her honour and reputation, not to mention 
her kingdom. Was it ever heard of in the 
annals of any civilized nation, that a perfon 
could be tried for life or property in ab- 
sence ? When Queen Mary demanded 
that (he might be prefent, what was ihe to 
do? Why, to hear, and fee with her own 
eyes, what evidence her accufers were to 
produce againft her ; to have infpe^on of 
thefe Letters, which Ihe exclaimed to the 
whole world were forged by thefe very 
accufers.— Letters, it is true, may be com- 
pared, and the fimilarity of hand-writings 
guefled at, by third parties ; but will it be 
maintained, that any perfon could fupply 
the 
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the place of M^ herfelf for deCeding 
foi^^ Letters £ud to be writtea hy 
herfelf? 

But, fa^s our Hiftorian, Queen Mary 
had before this time made the fame requeft 
to come before Elizabeth, and was refufed^; 
and theoce it is inferred, that fhe had oo 
reafon to think, that Elixabeth would alter 
her refolution.— Why not f When Mary, 
upon Queen Elizabeth's propofal, confented 
to have her caufe treated in the way of 
conference, as flie herfelf was not allowed 
to fee Elizabeth, fhe infiAed with that 
Princefs, and got her " promife, that during 
*' this conference the Erie of Murray, prin- 
** cipal of the rebels, fiiould not come into 
" the prefence of Queen Elizabeth, no more 
, " than Queen Mary j and yet," (complains 
Mary) " on the contrair, he is received 
" and welcomed by her, and we, ane free 

* Hume's Hift, vol. ii. p. 496. 

A a 4 ** Princefs, 
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** Princcfs, have not accefs to anfwer 
" for ourfelves," as be xmd' his accom- 
** plices *." 

But again : It was faid by Queen EU- 
2abeth, that it was iiiconfiftent with her 
' honour to admit Mary to her prefence till 
{he could clear bcrfelf of the crimes im-' 
puted to her f. — ^This was furely very 
fqueamifh in this virgin Queen : but where 
was her delicacy, nay, let me alfc, what 
became of her honour, and her honefty, 
when fhe broke thrbugh a folemn prOmife, 
and admitted into her prefence, both pub- 
licly and in private, the declared rebel's, 
and ufurpers cmF the crown of her' fitter 
Queen ? when (he cherjihed perfons accufed 
of the murder of their King ? and of which 
crime two of them, Morton aud Lelhing- 
ton, were afterwards tried and convtded 
by their Peers. Such were the perfons 



, • Goodall, vol. ii. p. 184. 
t Huipc's Hift. vol. ii. p. 501, 



whom 
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whom this high and mighty Queen, of 
fuch punftilious honour, fuch nice and de- 
licate feelings, exerted her utmcft endea- 
vours, by threats and prcmifes, even whea 
the matter in difpute was fubmitted to her 
as a judge, to incite and inftigate, from, 
being at firft defendants, on Queen Mary's 
.complaint againft them, as rebels and 
ufurpers, to turn accufers againft her. Kc 
upon it ! fie upon it ! 

I fhall now conclude, by bringing the 
argument to a very narrow point. 

Let me fuppofe, that Queen Mary's re- 
queft, to be admitted to Queen Elizabeth's 
preledce, had appeared unreafonable or 
improper, and therefore was refufed. Was 
that a good reafon for refufing her requeft 
to fee the Letters ? If, after infpe£ling the 
e\'idcnce againft her, Queen Mary had 
remained ftlent, and made no anfwer, the 
confcquence is plain, the Letters muft have 
been 
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been held as genuine, and ihe ftood coa* 
^£ted to Queen Elizabeth, and the whole 
world, by her own Leners^ On the other 
hand, I apprehend, unleis a good reafon 
can be fliown for refufing Mary's requeft 
to fee the Letters, that refufal is equally 
deciiive of the queflion in her favour. I 
call upon Mr. Hume, therefore, and deHre 
him, with all his ingenuity, to give me a 
folid reafon for Elizabctb*s rcfuiing to allow 
Queen Mary to fee thefe Letters, I will 
venture to fay, that only one reafon, con- 
fiftent with common fenfe, can be given, 
which is this: That Queen Elizabeth, and 
the penetrating Cecil, faw or fufpefted a 
forgery; and by the many ihifis which, 
through the whole courfe of the conferences, - 
were devifed to elude a fcrutiny, and in- 
^dion of thefe Letters, it is apparent they 
were refolved to guard againfl: a detedion : 
and to ctofe the fcene, and to prevent Queen 
Mary from ever getting a fight of this forged 
evidence, they took a very clFedual way, 
by 
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by difnuffing Murray, and them, together, 
from the confereaces. To this let me jma 
the proof which has lately been brought by 
Goodall againft the Letters, which, I am 
vrarranted to fay, in the opinion of many 
of the fiift critics of the age, does clearly 
demonftrate the forgery. 

In (hoTt, I make no fcruple to affirm, that 
our Hiftorian's propoiition, upon which 
he condemns Queen Mary, as recoiling 
from the inquiry, is falfe, that it has not a 
foot to ftand on, and therefore muft fall to 
the ground. I fhall not, in Mr. Hume's 
language, very unbecoming a gentleman, 
call It foul dealings and aijcandalout artifice i 
but I will venture to lay, that, by as glar- 
ing a fophifm as ever was ufed, he has con- 
verted a pofitive offer, under a condition 
reafonable, equitable, and neceffary, into 
an abiblute refufaL 

As to the veracity and candour of the 

Hiftorian, the Inquirer, without going be- 

7 yond 
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yond the fubje^ in hand for examples, (hall 
mention a few fads, and leave the Reader 
to make his own reflexions. 

In the 6rft place. The Inquirer does fay. 
That the detail which our Author has ^ven 
of the conferences is contradi£led by the re- 
cords, almoft in every line. — The Inquirer 
jhall not fpeak without book. 

Queen Mary, fays our Hiftorian, abib- 
lutely refufed tq make anfwer to Murray's 
accufation,— See the aiifwers given in by 
her to the EngHfti commiflioners, vol. t 
p. 138. of this Inquiry. 

Queen Mary's commiffioners, fays he, 
finally broke off the conferences, and ne- 
ver would make any reply *. See a 

confutation of this, and the procedure of 
the parties after the proteft of Mary's com« 
naiflioners of the 3d of December, vol. i. 

* Hume's Hift. vol. ii. p. 498. firft edition. 
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(). 121, 122 of this Inquiry; and continu- 
ation of the conferences, from the 25th of 
December, when Queen Mary's commiC- 
fioners reftimed them, pages 134, 135, 136, 
to the 13th of January, which were fre- 
quent and full, until Murray and his ac* 
con^Iiccs withdrew .themfelves. 

r And, kftly. According to the Hiik)iiaa, 
Mary's accufation of Murray and his party 
was made by her after all the conferences 
were broke off, and was only an angry re- 
taliation, extcJrted' from her by Murray^s 
complaint *. — Did not the Author's pre- 
judice blind him, he might with greater 
reafon and truth have faid, that Murray's ' 
accufation was extorted from him after 
Mary had expofed his rebellious practices 
■ before the commiffioners at York, and re- 
futed every argument offered in his defence, 
even according to our Author's own opi- 

• Hume's Hift. vol. ii. p. 501. lirft edition. 
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nion *. But as to the point of faG aflerted 
by our Author, That Mary's accufation of 
rf Murray and his party was made by her 
after all the conferences were broke off: it 
is denied. Perhaps our Author will lay, 
this is almoft dire^Iy faying, it is a Ue. I 
ihall not fay fo : but if the records diredly 
contradt<3: his alfertion, who is to blame ? 
—Let us fee how the faA as to this 
fiands. 

On Murray*s accufation being given in 
on the 26th of November, and a copy 
given to Mary's commiflioners, they, upon 
the I ft of December, affcrt, *'■ That Mur- 
** ray and his partifans had invented this 
<< accufation for maintenance of their own 
** treafon ; and that, when the caufe fhould 
" be farther tried, it would be proved, 
** that fome of the accufers were the in- 
** ventors, and privy to the making bonds 
■ " for the confpiracy of the death of the 

* Hume's HiA, vol. ii. p. 494. firfteditioiu 

^ Lord 
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•• Lord Damley;— and they begged, that 
** the accufers might be arrefted until the 
** end of the caufe *.'* 

After this, we fee Queen Mary heribl^ 
in almoft every paper, and her commil^ 
fioners, in her name, to the very end of 
the conferences in January, infixing in 
her accufation of Murray and his party ; 
and that, if time were allowed her, ihe 
would prove that accufation. 

So much on the point of veracity.-r— 
With regard to the candour of our Hifto- 
rian, the Inquirer fubmits the following 
inilatices : 

Our Author, in arguing in fupport of 
the Letters as genuine, has this remark: 
— " In writing the firft Letter, which," 
fays he, " was penned by the Queen, late 
" at night, her paper failed her, and fhe 
" takes down a memorandum of what ihe 

* See Inquiry, vol. t. p. 114. 

" intended 
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** intended to add next momiag ; and k 
** is accordingly added. — This," iays he> 
** is a drcumflance very particular, and 
" not likely to occur to any perlbn who 
" would forge thefe Letters *." 

The Inquirer, in the firft edition of his 
took, challenged this obfervation of our 
Author as contrary to £a£i j and he proved, 
that the paflage in the Queen's Letter re- 
ferred to, did not contain one word which 
,had the lead relation to the memorandums^ 
unlefs in one particular. 

The Hiftorian, fenfible that he had no 
ground for his affertion, was plcafed, in 
his fecond and after editions, to drop the 
whole of this argument, by leaving it out 
altogether. Was that fufficient ? Ought he 
not to have acknowledged his error, to call 
it no worfe ? 

* Hume's Hill. vol. ii. p. 498. lirftetlit. 4to. 

In 
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In fupport of Hubert's confeffion, the 
Hiftorian, in his firft edition, aflerted| 
ly?, That it was certainly a regular judi- 
dat confeilion, i. e. taken in the prefence 
of a judge;— 3i/^, That it was produced 
by Mary's accufers judicially againft her : 
from which he concluded, that Queen 
Mary, if (he was innocent, ought, at the 
time that it was judicially produced, to have 
canvafled this confeffion *. 

The Inquirer, in the firft edition of his. 
boot, deleted the above affertions of our 
Author, and brought a full proof of their 
falfity, — and that the Queen never (aw 

this confeffion. What was the confe- 

quence? Let the boafted candour of our 
Hiftorian now fpeak out ? No ! his can- 
dour was afleep on this occafion. He chofe 
filently to withdraw the whole of thefe 
alTertions in his future editions. But let 
me a£k, although the pride of an author 

* Hift. of England, firft edit. 410,1 p. 500. 

Vol. II, B b- would 
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would not InSer him to acknotrledgtj tfabfe 
errors to the perfon who had detefled them^ 
in connften6y with honour, was not fomd- 
thing due to the Pnbli(!, and t& the pofieOTorfi 
of his firft edition ? 

XTpon this head, it might be afked of 
our Author, whether he himfelf ferioufly 
beUeves, that Hubert*9 confefGon is really 
genuine t "Batt as it is not expe^ed that lie 
will anfwer this quettion, we refer the reader 
to the dete£lion of that forged evidence in 
Part I. Chap. 4. of the foregoing Inquiry. 

Indeed the whole of oiir Author's flafl, 
for condemning Queen Mary unheird, is 
moft uncandid, to lay no worfe of it — 
Becaufe fhe, in the beginning, fehfible of 
Elizabeth's partiality, broke off the con- 
ferences ; yet, although fhe refumed them, 
our Author, taking her at her firft word, 
rejects her remonftrances, and ftifles the 
whole procedure after this on Mary's part, 
while he takes care to give a minute detail 
»■ -of 
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of the cTidenee poured in againft her on 
the other fide j and from thence draws a 
conclufionj whichj in my humble opi^ 
liion, does very little credit, either to his 
moral fentiments of equity as a judge, or 
to his feelings as a man.— —Were Qucert 
Mark's objeftions, fays fie, to the evidence 
produced againft her, ever fo fpecious, they 
Ganndt now be hearkened to, '''■fincc fliC 
** did in efFeft ratify the evidence, by re- 
" coiling from the inquiry, at the critical 
" moment, and refufing to give an anfwer 
" to the accufation of her enemies.'* 

Unfortunate Mary ! Hard has been thy 
fate : condemned at firft unheard, upon 
evidence which thou wert not allowed td 
fee ! and now a fecond time brought to 
trial, and condemned for not anfwering 

to that evidence ! Hard is thy fate oft 

Another account. — ^Had thofe talents, and 
that ingenuitjr, which have of late been 
rfifplayed . againft thee, been as forcibly 
exerted in thy favour^ how would thy caufe 
B b 2 ' have 
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have fhone forthj and, like lightning, 
blafted all oppofition ? — Let not, however, 
the injured Mary be difmayed, nor fmk 
under the dread of her formidable oppo- 
nents ; weak as her prefent advocate may 
be, ihe has a much more powerful one. 
Truth! Truth may for a time be over- 
powered, but at length will prevail} and 
although, according to the old fage, Qxe 
often lies buried at the bottom of a well, yet 
Time will find her out, and uflicr her into 
Kght.' 

The Inquirer, after all, fhall not, ac- 
cording to the manner of our Hiftorian, 
fay, that his htftory, from beginning to 
end, is of a piece. He ts far from tbiiik- 
ing fo: although the Inquirer, by taking 
another period of it in hand, might f)er- 
haps fliew the fame fyftematic perverfity 
in our Author ; yet it is fufiicient to the 
prefent purpofe to fay, that of the unfor- 
tunate Queen Mary he has painted a 
moft foul pidure. He has thrown out al- 
moft 
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moll every grace from his canvas, and 
overcharged and diftortcd every featut%. 
In place of a portrait, he has given us a 
fiilfe, hideous, and unnatural caricatura. 

To conclude: The Inquirer hopes he 
has fufficiently vindicated himfelf from the 
violent attack and illiberal abufe thrown 
out againft him by the Hiftorian. — He 
is pleafed to fay, That the Inquirer al- 
moft direftly called him a liar. The In- 
quirer appeals to his book for the ctm- 
trary. If many of the fa^s advanced 
by the HiAorian are coatradided by the 
authorities cited by the Inquirer, who 
is in the fault \ Was he to compli- 
ment him at the expence of truth ? He. 
has kept ftridly to his plan through the 
whole of his book, and he has not gone a 
foot out of his way to attack Mr. Hume : 
he has ftudied to avoid abufe; fenfible, 
that wherever recourfe is had to this wca-. 
pon, it is a certain (ign of a tottering caufe. 
The Hiilonan, if he chufes, may aj^ly 
B b 3 this 
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this to himfelf. He has, on many occa-^ 
fipQSf pleaded the caufe of liberty againft 
intolerant principles; of the 6'eedom of 
attack even of firll pricu:iples : but let us 
aflc him, Had any of his opponents attacked 
him in the lame abufive and illiberal way 
he npvy does the Inquirer, in what coa- 
tptapt would he have held him i what airs 
of fuperiority would he have given him- 
felf ?— The Inquirer does not alTume the 
high tone either of Hiflorian or Ffailofo^ 
pher : all he pretends to is that of a Reader, 
who may, and will, think £br himfelf. 
He wrote neither for money nw for ap- 
plaufe.r-rr-lf the Hiftorian Hiall point out 
to him any one circumftance in which he 
is wrong, either in fa£t or argument, he 
will, with great franknefs, retra^ and ac- 
knowledge his error : hut as he is a &ee 
fubjeS, — '00 man's heir prj^ave^—mxr Au-? 
thor will find it not fo eafy a matter to coa-< 
TiDce him in any other way. 

Edinburgl), Seplmher 1771, 
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The firft Letter faid to be written by Mary 
Queen of Scots, to James Earl o£ Both- 
well. 



n B I H c departit from the 
X^ jJacc gutair I left my 
jiaxt, U is elie to be judgeic 
what vff.s my coqnten^ce, 
feeifig th^t I was evin als me- 
jde a» ane body without ane 
luit; t^ohill^ was the occ^- 
^un that ^hile denneftyme 
I ^eld p^poU to na bpdy j 
pac Kit diirfl ony prerent 
cl^ral'dfis UDto me. judgmg 
y^t tt vrv not gude fa to do. 

F^uT myle or I came to 
the town, ane gentleman of 
the Erie of Lennox came and 
maid his commendatiounis 
^XM ^e ; aqd excufit him 
th^ he 9ame not to meit me, 
^ reflbua he durA not ioter- 
pryfc 



posTEAQjiAM ab eo loco 
difcefll nbi reliquerain 
cor meum, factlia cA conjedn. 
ra qui {neus (v-eat vultus, cum 
plane perinde eiTem atque 
corpus fioe coide : ea fuit 
caqjia cur toto prandii tem- 
pore, neque contulerim fer> 
monem cum quoquam, neque 
quifquam fe oSerre mihi fit 
^ufus, ut qui judicarent id non 
fSe ex ufu. 

Ad quatuor paffuum millia 
antequam ad oppidum accef- 
fiflcm, homo honeflo loco" na- 
tus a Comite Levinis aid me 
Venit, atque ejus nomine fa- 
luuvit; excufavit Comitem, 
quod non ipfe obviam procef- 
Met, 



ESTAKT partie du lieu on j'avoye laiilS mon cceur, il fe 
peut ai&m^CDt juger quelle eftoit ma contenance, ven 
ce que peut un c^rps lans cceur ; qui a efte caufe que jufques 
« U difiiee je n'ay pu tenu grand propos; auflt peribiiiie m 
a'efl voulu avancer, jugeant bien qu'il a'y faifiut bon. 

£ltuit cocar ^ quaere miUe pas de la ville, vint i moy nn 

gentilhomme cnvoye par le Conte de Lenos, qui me lalva en 

ma nam ; Se. I'excufa de ce qu'il ne m'eftoit vena au devaac, 

^&nt, qu'il ne I'avoit olc^ cntrq)rendre, il caufe que j'avoye 

B b 4. tenfe 
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pryfe the fame, becuu of diB 
rnde wordis thai I bad fpo- 
kin to Caninghame : and be 
defyrit that he fold come to 
the Lnquiridon of ye matter 
vat I fufpeOit him of. This 
Uft fpeiking wat of his awin 
held, without oity c<KDmif- 
fioun. 

I anTwerit to him, that tiair 
ivai na riceipt (aU Jirve a- 
ganh ftir; and that he wald 
not be aiFrayit, in cace he 
were not culpabill ; and that 
I anfwerit hot rudely to the 
doutia yat wer in hia lettens> 
Siunma, I maid him hald his 
toimg. The reft wer lang to 
wryte. Schir Jamea Hamil- 
toun met me ; quha fchawit, 
that the other tyme when he 
hard of my cumming, he de- 
partit away,' and fend How- 
iloun to fchaw him, that he 
wald never have belevii that 
he wald have pcrfewit him, 
nor ut accofflpanyit him with 
the Hamiltounis. He anfwe- 
rit, that he was only cum 
bot 



tenfe Cuniogham avec paroles aJgres. 11 me demanda anffi 
qoe je m'enquilTe de foupfon que j'avoye centre iceluy Conte. 
Ccfle deraiere partie de fon dire avoit efte adjouftee par luy, 
fans que le Come loy euft commande. 

je refpondy, qu'il n'y aiisu foint dt rttetde caiitrc la trainiei 
ft que s'ii eftoit bars de faute, il ne feroit pas tant tirni* 
de ; f[ que je n'avove point refpondu afprement finon aux 
doutcs qui eftoient en les lettres. En fomme, j'impofay filence 
au perfonnage. II feroit long defcrirc tont le reftc. Le Seig-. 
neur Jaques HarablEton vine au devant de moy, lequel me 
declara, qu'auparavant ayant entenda ma vemie, il s'elltMt 
e & luy avoit envoye Hufton, pour luy dire, qu'il n'euft 



fiflTet, id ttam qno minot ait- 
deret in caufa Aiifle, <^aod 
'Tcrbis afperioribus Cuiuga- 
mium compellaffem Petirit 
etiam ut inquirerem de fufpi- 
cione mea adverfug Comitem. 
Foftrema hxc fermonis pars 
ab ipfo, injuCu Comitis, erat 
adjefla. 

Ego refpondi, naiiam ad- 

neque fi enra cnlpam eflet, 
[am meticulofum futurum i 
ni& ad dubitatio- 
1 ejus Uteris erant, 
afpeiius refpondilTe. In fum- 
ma, impofni homini filentiom. 
Longum effet cetera perfcri. 
here. D. jacobus Hatnilto* 
nius mihi obviam venit ; ii 
oftendit fnperiore tempore, 
cum de meo adventu auailTet, 
eum difceSilTe, ac Huftontuq 
ad fe iDifilTc, qui diceritj 
fe nunquam fuilTe crediiurum, 
quod aut ipfum perfequereturi 
aui Hamiltoniis fe conjunge- 
ret i fe vero refpbndifle, fni 
itineris caufam unam fuilTe, at 



jamais creo, ou qu'il I'eult voulu pourfuii 



ou <|i 



joinA ayec jei Hambletons; Sc qu'^ refpondit, qu'U n'y 



lu'il fe fut 
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bot to Tee me, and yat he wa!d 
nouther accompany Stewart 
nor Hammiltoun, bot be my 
eommandraent. He ^ijyrit that 
ht itiald cum (Old /p'ik luith 
him : be refafil it. 

The laird of Luffe, How- 
fioun, and Caldwellis fone, 
with XL hors or thairabout, 
came and met me. The laird 
of LuHe faid, he was char- 
geit to ane day of law be the 
£ing's father, quhilk fuld be 
thb day, agajnis his awin 
hand writ, quhilk he hei; 
andzit notwith Handing, knaw- 
ing of my curcming, it is de- 
layit. He was inquyrit to 
cam to-him, quhilk he re- 
fu£t, and I'weiris that be will 
jWiht nathing of him. 

Never ane of that towne 
came to fpeik to me, quhilk 
caufis roe think that thay ar 
lus; andneuertheleshelpeikis 
0ude, at the leift his Tone. I 
ie na uther gentilman bot thay 
cf my company. 

The 



me videret ne^tM cam Stuartu 
ant Hamiltoniu, injuflU mec^ 

fcconjunflurum. 



Luffius, Hufionua, CaldSd- 
lii filies, comitati quadragiiita 
circiter equij, obviam venc- 
runi. lufiiusdixit, fe^fie^ 
patre in cum ipfum diem ut 
caufam diceret accerfitum, 
contra quam chirographo 
-proraifilTet id chirographuia 
penes fe ejfe ; tamen cum da 
meo adventu refcitum eflel, 
diem prolatam. Se accerfitum 
a Comite, ire nolle, ac jurat 
fe nihil unquam ab eo vclle. 



Nemo oppidanoram roe 
conveilit, quz res facit Ut eot 

•credam ab illo ftarej pr«- 
terea bene loquuncur, {a[iea 
de filio. Nullos prxterea no- 



biles video pneter 



Rex 



cu qu' une caufe de Ton voyage, a f^avpir, pour me voir, te 
qu'iJ ne fe conjoindroit avec les Stuarts 8c Hambletons fana 
moD commandement. 

LuiTe, Hudon, et le fila de Cauldwellb, accompagncz d'ea- 
viron quatre vingtf chevaux, vindrenc au devant de raaf, 
XiulTe diA, que ce jour la mefme il elioit adjourne par le pere 
du Roy, contre ce qu'il avoit promis par fon feing, ic que ce 
feing elicit par devers luy : mais que quand on fat adverty de 
ma veniie, que le jour avoit elle prolonge. Et qu'il ne voa- 
loit aller par devers le Conte, qui I'avtut appelle en jurant, 
qu'il ne luy demanijcroit jamais rien. 

Nul des citoyeos n'eft venu a moy, qui faift que je crojr 
qu'ila font d'avec ceAuy la j it puis ils parlent en bien, an 
moinsdufih. D'avantage je ne voy aucuns de k noblefle outra 
seux 4c mil laitC' ' • 

U 
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• TWiimr mf I hii 



T^e Kiag fend for Joachim 
j^leroicht, and, aikic M Mm, 
quhy I lodgeii not bdydc 
htm ? and chat he wald ryfe 
the foner elTt that wer : and 

r'laiifbir I come ? gif it was 
gade appcdntment ? and 
^ifzc werihair in particular? 
apd nf I had maid my eftait J 
t had taken Paris * and 
D wrytB to me f and 
^^j^ yat I wald fend Jofeph away i 
^^ ' I am abalbliit quha hes fchawn 
him fa far; £ea,.he fpak evia 
sf ye marriage of Baftiane. 

I inquyirit biiq of his ]et- 
tcm> quhainntilhcplenzettof 
the crueltie of fum : anfweric, 
that he was alionifchit, and 
that he was fa glaid to fe 
me, that he belevit to die for 
^^dne&. He fand greit 
nolt that I was penfiv 

I depanit to fupper. This 
bnrer will tell xow of my ar- 
ryning. He prayit me to re- 
tornc : the quhilk I did. -He 

declarit 



Rex acceriivit Joachimoin 
heri, ac cum interrogavit, cur 
Don prc^ fe diverterem i id 
emm fi feciflem, fe ciiius for- 
rcfhinim ; item cur veniflem f 
an reconciUarionis caufa? ac 
nominarim, an tu hie eflea ? 
sn familiz catalogum fecif- 
JemJ an Paridera £c Gilber- 
tum accepilTem, qui mihi 
fcriberent ? ' an Jofepbum dl- 
mifliira cflem I Miror quia et 
taiitum indicant ; etiam ufqoe 
ad nuptias Seba^iam fermo 
pervenic. 

Ego cum de fuis Uteris ro- 
gavi, in qmbus quellus erat de 
.quorundam crudelitate ; re- 
tpondit, fc nonnihil effe atto-- 
niCum,meuinquee>conrpedum 
lam jucundum, ut putarct fc 
Ixticia moriturum. OFende- 
baiur eo quod tarn cogitabunda 

Ego difcelS ad cccnam. 
Qui has fert tibi de meo ad- 
ventu nairabit. Rogavit mc 
ut redirem, quqd & feci. Su- 



Le Roy appella hier Joachimi & I'interroga, pourquoy je 
a'alloye lager pw;s de luy ? & que fi je le f^foye, il feroit plnf- 
toftremisfus; item pourquoy j'efloyc venue f & fi c'cftoit pour 
laJTe une reconciliation ? fi vou« efiiez icy ? & fi j'avoye faif^ 
qu^ue roUe de mes domeliiques ? fi j'avois prins Paiis Se Gil- 
feest, afin qu'ils m'efcrivilTent ? & fi ge ne vontoyc pas licender 
jofeph ! Ox je m'ellanne qui lay en a tant declare ; car mefme 
^ a tenu propos de Sebaftian. 

Je I'ay enquis de fes lettres, ou il s'eftoic plaint de la cru- 
^ute d'aiicuns. 11 refpondit, qu'il eftoii aueunement eftonne, 
& qu'il fe troQvoit fi joyeux de me voir qu'il penfoit moorir de 
joye. Cependant il eftoit offenfe de ce que j'eftois ^li penfive. 

Je m'eo allay foupper. Celuy qui vous porte ccs lettres 
vous fera entendrv de ma veniie. II me pria de retourner, ce 
que je fav, 11 me dedara bn mal, adjoulhmt, qu'il dc voo- 
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4eclant unto me his (eiknes, 
aod [hat he w^d mak nn 
teftament, bot only leif all 
thing to me : aod that I wai 
the caufe of bis maladie, be- 
aais of the regrait that he 
]iad that I v/aa to ftrange un- 
to him. Abd thus he faid; 
Ze alk me what I mene be 
the CTueltie contenit in my 
letter ? it is of mhv alone 
that will not accept my of- 
fcris and repentance. I con- 
ies that 1 haue failic, bot not 
jnto that quhilk i ever deny- 
it; and iicklyke hes fa^it la 
findrieofzonrfubjeftis^quhiUc 
ze have forgeuin. 

I am zoung. 

Ze will fay, that ze Lave 
forgevin rap oft tymes, aod 
!ut yat I returne to my faul- 
tit. May not ane man of my 
age, for lack? of counfel. fall 
twyfe or thryfe, or inlacke of 
ht£ promeis, and at lall repent 
Umfelff and be chalHfic be 
ejipetience i 



um mihi morbum explicavit, 
feque nullum teftamentnm 
fa^grum nifi ad uniua, qnod 
omnia mihi relinqueret; me 
autem fui morbi caufam fuifle, 
quod molefte tuUfTet me tam 
alicnoergafe animofuifle. Ac 
poflea inquii, Me rogas qmd 
fibi velic ilia crudelicas, cujus 
mentio efl in meU Uteris } 
ad te vnam id fpeflat, qax 
meas pollicitationes ac poeni- 
tenciam recipcre non vis. Fst 
teor a me peccatum efie, fed 
non in eo quod Temper nega. 
vi i pcccavi etiam aJ'verfiu 
quofdam civium tuorum, quod 
mihi abs te con don at um eft. 

Ego fum addelcens. 

Ac tu dids, qnod poft ve> 
niam fxpe ahs te datam, ad- 
hue ad peccata redeo. Nwi-> 
ne homo, q^a ego fum xtate, 
confiUo de^tutus, bis aat tcr 
labi potefl, aut pollicitii dob 
Hare, ac deinde fni errati pec-. 
oitere, & rernm ufn comgi ) 
Quod 



lent p<»nt fiaie de tellament, finon ceftuy fenl, c'eft qu'il mo 
lailleroit tout; & que j'avoye e^ la caafe de fa nuladic, 
pour I'ennuy qu'il avcuc porte que j'eufle I'affedion tanc e- 
floignee de luy. Et puis apres, Vous me demandcz, dit-il, 
que veut dire ce&e cruaute dont je fay mentian en mes let- 
tres } cda a'addrelTe feulcment a vous, qui ne voulez recevoir 
mes promelTes ny ma repentance. Je confeSe que j'ay gRUt- 
^ement oficnle, mail non en ce que j'ay tousjours defnie ; j'ay 
auffi peche a I'mnntrt d'aucuns de vos citayen*, ce que vout 
^'avez pardoDue. 

Je fuis jeune. 

Voos dit^ cepeodaot, qa'apres m'qvmr Jbuvcnt pardoime, 
je retourne en femblablea fautea. Un homme de mefme ag« 
gue je fuis, te deAitute de confeil, ne pent 11 pas ^lir deux 
on trou fens, on ne tenir pas qnelque foil promefle, & aprea 
(« repoitii de & hMc, en fe corngeant par I'uf^ge dei occor- 
Mncest 
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experience t Gif I may ob- 
tene pardoun, I proteft I fall 
never make fault aganc. And 
1 cr^if na uther Uiing, bot 
yac we may be at bet) and 
bmrd logidder as hulband and 
wyfe ; and gif ze will not con- 
fent heirnnto, I fall never ryfe 
outofyb bed. I pray sow, 
tell me zoar Tefelution. God 
knawii how I am punifchit for 
making my god of zow, and 
for hauing na ather thocht but 
on zow ; and gif at ony tyme 
I offend zow, ze ar the cans, 
becaus, quhen- ony offendis 
me, gif for my refuge, I 
roicht playne unto zow, 1 wald 
fpeik it unto na uthev body ; 
bot qohen I heir ony thing, 
not being familiar with zow, 
nece£iie conf^rains me to ICeip 
it in my breift ; and yet caufcs 
me to tynne my wit fi>r verray 
anger. 

1 anfwerit ay onto, him, 

bot that wald be ovir lang to 

wryte at length. I aflul<[uhy 

he 



Quod fi veriam impctrarc po- 
tero, polliceor me nunquam 
poilhac peceatnrum. Nihil 
autem aliud pcto, nifi ut com- 
muni menfa & Icfto, tanquam 
conjuges, ntamur : ad hxc 
nifi tu confentias, nnnquam 
ex hoc leflo refurgam. Tc 
rogo, ut mihi imlicea quid 
decreverij. Novii autem De- 
ns quid pcenaram feram, quod 
deum mihi te fecerim, ac ni- 
hil aliquid, nifi te cogitem ; 
quod fi quando te ofFendo, tu 
ipfa in caufa es, nam cam ali- 
quis me offendit, fi id perfu- 
gium haberem, ut apud te 
queripoflem, ad neminem a- 
lium querelam deferrem, fed 
fi quid audio, nee te familia- 
riter utor. cogor id in peiflore 
claufum tetiere ; qus res ita 
me angit, ut mentem & eon- 
Jilium mihi prorfus 



Ego femper ei refpohde- 
bam, fed nimis longum effet 
omnia perfcribere, Rogavi 



rencee l Que fi je puis obtenir pardon, je promets cy apres de 



! plus offenfer. Ji 
que nous ne faifions qu' 
font mariez : ii cela fi ^ 
mais de ce \i&. Jc vc 
vous avez deiibeyre : ca 
qne j'ay fait de vous un 
qu'a voQs: que fi jc- 1 
caufe, veu que quand oi 
mcpeufle plaindre 



da vantage, finon 

: table, et un lift, comme ceux qid 

E ne confentez, je ne releveray ja- 

prie, de me f^ire entendre ce que 

'ieu f9ayt quelle peine je portc, de ce 

:u, & que je ne penfe a autre chofe 

j olFenfe quelquefois, vous en eftes 

'offenfe, fij'avoyece refuge, que j« 

ous, je ne feroie ma complainte a 

fi j'entend quelque chofe, & que je n'aye l^milia- 

lite avec vous, je fuis contraint de la reienir cloie en mm 

cceur^ ce qui me tourmeate tellement, qn'il m'ofte du tout 

I'entendement Si le confeil. ,j 

Je Iny refpondoye tousjdurs, mais il feroit long de tout 

tfciire. Jc luy ay demande, pourquoy il deliberoit s'en aller 
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' be wald pafs away in ye 
InglU fchip. He denyia it, 
and fweiris thairunto ; bot he 
grancis that he fpak with ye 
men. Efter (liis I mquyrit 
liim of the inquifuion of Hie- 
gait. . He denyit tlie fame, 
quhil I fchew hiiu the verray 
wordis was fpokin. Af quhilk 
tyme be faid, thai Mynto had 
advertifit him, that It was 
faid, that ttxae of the coun- 
fcU had brought an letter to 
me to be fubfcrivit to put him 
in prefoim, and (o Hay him 
gif he made rciiftance. And 
be alkit the iamc at Mynto 
Limfelf : quha anftverit, that ' 
he bdcvit the fame to be 
trew. The mome I will fpeik 
to him upon this point. As 
W the reft of Willie Hiegait's, 
he confeffit it, bot it was ye 
mome efter my cumming or 
he did it. . 

He wald verray fane that 
I fuld ludge in bis ludgeing. 
I r^fulit it, and faid to him, 
that he behovit to be puigeit, 
and that culd not be done 
heir. He 1^ to me, I heir 
fay 

en ce navire Anglois. Cequ'ilnia, voire ai(ecjurement; maisil 
a Cpiifelle avoir parje avec lea Anglois. Apres je I'ay enquies 
toudiantladtfpuie deGuillamne Hiegait, Cequ'ilaaulli deiiiie, 
jufques a ce que je luy ay rapporie les mefmes paroles qu'il avoit 
proferees. Alon il dii, qu'ilefioit adverty par Minte, qa'tm 
dtfcut, qu'un du confeil m'avoit apporte des lettres, afin de les 
figner, pour le faire mettre en prifon, vcite, s'iln'obeiflbit pour 
I'e tuer. Et qu'it enquifl le femblable de Minto, qui refpondit, 
que celaluy fembluit vray. De ce chef je luy ea parleray demain. 
Quant au refte, touchant Guillaumc, Hiegait, il I'a confefle, 
mais non jufques au juur d'apres mon arrivee. 

II defiroit fort que j'allaile loger en fon hoilel ; ce que j'ay 
refute, lay difaot, qu'il avoit bcfoin de purgation, & que cela 



eum cur difcefium adomare 
in ifta nave Anglica, llje ii 
pernegai, adjefto etiam jura- 
mento; fed confeffus eH fe 
cum Anglis colloquuuiiti. 
f odea rogavi eum de quxfti- 
one Gulielmi Hiegait. Id 
quoque negavit, donee ipfz 
verba qua: prolata erant, ei 
detullflf m . Turn dixit fe cer- 
tiorem a Minto fafium dici 
qucndam e condlio literas de 
fe miitendo in carcerem, ac, 
niii pateret, occidendo, ad 
me deiulilTe ut fubfcribercm ; 
ac fe idem ex ipfo Minto qua;- 
filTe ; eumque refpondilTe, llbi 
verum videri. De hoc capite 
eum eras conveniam. Quo* 
ad rehqua de Guliemo Hie- 
gait, ea confeHua eft; nee id 
nidi poftridie qua 



Magnopere cupiebat ut ;e- 

fo in ejus hofpitio apud eum 
iverterem. , Ego recufavi, ac 
dixi ei opus effs purgatiohe, 
nee id hie fieri pofTe. Dixii 
fe accepiJIe ^uod leAicam me- 
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by xt have brocht xne Ij'tter 
with zow ; bot I had rather 
have paffit with zow. I 
tiyw he belevit that I wald 
have fend him away prefo- 
ner. I anfweiit, that I wa!d' 
tak him with me to Cragmil' 
lar, quhair the mediciner and 
I micht het[> him, and not b6 
far from my ibne. He an- 
fwerit, that he was- reddy 
when I pleiJit, fa I wald aiTure 
ttm of his requeift. 

He defyres na body to ft 
hiflt. He is zngry qahen I 
feeik of Walcar, and fayis, 
Uiat he fall ptuk the eiris out 
of his heid, and that he leis : 
For I inquyrit him upon that, 
and yat he Was angrie with 
fum of the Lordis, and wald 
threitten thajne. He denyi* 
that, and fayis he Itiifii thame 
a\l, and prayis me to give 
train to nathing againb him. 
As to me, he wald rather 
give hi) lyfe or he did ony 
Sifpleafure to me. 

And 



com attulifTem ; fe vero mx- 
luifle m^cum una proficiicl. 
Credebat, opinor, quod in 
carcerem eum aliquo aman- 
datura etfcm. Ego refpontQ, 
quod duAura mecum elTem ad 
Craigmillarium, ubi et medici 
Se ego poflemus ei adefle, ne- 
que tonge a meo £Iio abcile. 
U!e refpondit, fe, ubi vellem', 
paratum cflc, modo de eo quod 
petcret fecunim fe facerem. 

Cnpiebat ne a qnoqaain 
confpiceretur. Irafcitur ^ao- 
ties ei mentkmem Waicatii 
fado, ac fe, dicic, anrei ei b 
capite avulfunim, ac mentiii 
eum ait ; nam de hac re cum 
intcrrogaram, ac de eo quod 
iratus elTet qaibufdam proce- 
rum, atque eis minaretur. Id 
negat, & ait omnes fibi cha- 
ros effe, ac me rogat ne quid 
fecus de fe credercm. Quod 
ad me acnnet, fe maHe de vita 
difcedere, quam qUicquam 
quod me olFende- 

Ae 



ne fe pDuvfMt faire. II adjoufla, qu'il avoit enteii<i« que j'a- 
TOyt amene une litiere, & qu'il euft mieux ayme alter enfem- 
ble avec moy, J'eftime qu'il penfoit que je Ic vouluiTe en- 
toyer prifonnier quelque part, je refpondy, que je le menC- 
(oyc avec moy A Craigmillar, afin que fa les medecins & mojr 
le peuffions feeonrir, & que je ne m'efloignafle de men fils. Il 
refpondit, qu'il eftoit preft d'aJler oi je voudroye, poorreu 
que je le rendilTe certain de ce qu'il m'avoit reqais. 

II defiroit de n'efire veu de perfonne, !1 fe fafche toutes leS 
ibis que je luy parle de Walcar, Sc dit, qu'il luy arrachcra les 
oreilles de k tefte, & qu'il a menty ; car je I'avoye imerroge . 
de ccia. Be de ce qu'il s'eftoii courroiice contre ancnns des feig- 
neors, & les avoit menafTez. Ce qu'il nie, & dit qu'il les ayme 
tous, Sc me ptie que je ne croys point autreracnt de luy : &" 
qoant ^ ce qut metouche, qii'il aymermt mieux mourir, quedc 
faire chofc qd me peuft olltnfer. - ■ 
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And efter yis be fchew me 
of fa mony lytil flattereis, fa 
Cauldy and fa wyftly, that 
xe will abafche thairat. I 
had aimaift forzct that he 
feid he cuW not dout of me 
« yis parpois of Hiegaite's ; 
ftr he waid never belief yat 
I, quha was his proper flefche, 
*rald do him ony evil ; alf- 
weill it was fchawin that I 
refulit to fubfcrive the fame : 
But as to ony utieris that 
wald perfeiv him, ifi kift he 
firid fen his lyfe deir aneoch ; 
bot he fufpeOit na body, nor 
zit wald not % but watd lufe 
all that I iufit. 

He ' wald not let me de- 
part from him, bot defyrit 
yat I fuld walk wkh him. I 
mak it feme that I believe 
that all is trew, and takis 
heid thairto, and excafit my 
iyf for thb uicht that I culd 
iwt walk. He fayis, that he 
fieipis not Well. Ze faw him 
never better, nor fpeik mair 
Imirfbler. And gif I had not 



Ac poflea tantam ininula- 
tum adelationnm tarn mode- 
rate ac tarn prudenter miirJ 
efFudit, Qt tibi lei admirario-' 
ni fit fatnra. Penc oWiii e- 
ram quod dr^it in hoc nego- 
tio Hiegait non poffc de mc 
quicquam fnfpicari ; fc cnimi 
nunquam crediurem, quod 
ego, qua propria ejus cara 
eaem, quicquam mail ei face- 
rem. Etlam fe reciffe, quod 
ego ei rei ftdrfcribere reeufaf- 
fem : quod li quis faam Titant 
peteret, faanrum ut fatis roa- 
gno ei conflaret ; fed fibi ne- 
minem nee fufpeftum cfle, 
nee fnturum ; fea fe omnes di- 
leftiirum quos ego diligerem. 

Noiebar permittere ut a fe 
difcederem, fed cupicbaC -ut 
una fecum vigilarem. Ego fi- 
mulabam omnia videri vera, 
ac mihi curs efle, atque eK- 
cufavi quod ilia nofle vigila- 
re non poflem. Ait fe noii 
bene dormire : nunquam vidl 
coin melius habere, aut loqai 
humilius. Ac nifi experimen- 
to didtcifTem, quam eiTet ejus 



Or apres ii'm'a uffi de tant de petites flateriei, avec tet 
^Cnds & dtfcredon, que vooa en feries eftonne. J'avoye, pen 
■'6h ^ut, oublie ce qu'il dit fur le fait de Hiegait; qu'il ne 
^eut rien foup;onner de moy, & qu'il ne croira jamais qui; 
inoy, qifi fuis fa propre chair, luy faffe aucun defplaifir ; & qu'il 
Ijavoit bien, que j'avoye refufe de foufcrireicela. Quefique!- 
qn'nn Cberchmc a luy ofter la vie, qu'il feroit enforce qo'elle luy 
fcroit cherentent vendiie ; mais que nul ne luy elloit, ou feroit 
fufpefl; ains qu'il aymeroit tons eeux que j'aymoye. 

II ne vouloit point permettre que m'en allaffe, mais' dcfi- 
roit que je vallafle avec luy : & je faignoye que tout eela me 
fembloit vray, & que je m'en foucioye beaucoup, & en m'ejt- 
cufant, que je ne pouvoye veiller poor cede nuidl la ; il dit, 
qn'il re pouvoit bien dorrair. Je ne I'ay jamais veu mieu.t 
portej, ne parlcr fi doucement; & fi je n'cuffe appris par I'ex- 
perience,- 
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me prufe of his lurt of wue. 
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dyamont, quhairintill na fchoc 
can male brek, bot that quhilk 
cummis furth of zour hand, J 
wald have almaiJl had pietie 
ef him. Bot feir not, the 
place fall hald unto the deith. 
Remember, in recompence 
thairof, that %e fuffer not 
aouris to be wyn be that fals 
lace that will travel na les 
with zotv for the fame. 

I beleve thay have bene at 
fchuillis togidder. He hes e- 
ver the teir in hii eye } he fa- 
lutes evciy body, zea> unto 
^e leill, and malcis pieteous 
carefling unto thame, to mak 
thame have pit;tie on him. 
This day his father bled at 
the moutli atid nofe ; ges 
quhat prefage that is. I have 
not zLt fenc him, he keipis his 
chalmer. The King defyrie' 
that X fuld give him meit with 
my awin handis ; bot gif na 
niair traift quhair ze ar, than 
i fall do heir. 

ThU 



cor cereum, meam adaman- 
dniim. Si quale nullum telima 
peoeirare polTet, ni& quod e 

ut ejus miferia fuilTem : fed 
ne time, przfidium ad mor- 
tem ufque cuitodiecur. Tb 
vide ne tuum capi Unas & 
gente ilia periida, qux noa 
minore conientione tecum de 
hoc ipfo aget. 



Arbitror in eadem Ichola. 
doftos fuiJTe. Ifte femper ii^ 
oculis habet lacrymam ; falu- 
tat omnes, etiam ufque ad In- 
fimos, & miferis inodi& eoa 
ambit, at ad fui inifericordi- 
am eos perdiicat. Hodie pa- 
tri ejus fanguis e naribus & 
ore £uxlt ; lu corijice quale 
id Jit prxfagium. Nondum e- 
um vidi, continet enim fe in 
cuhiculo. Rex pofcit ut meis 
manibus fibi tradam cibumj 
ied t\x nihilo magis iltic £s 
crediturasi quam ego hie ero> 
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perlence, combien il avoit le cceur mol comme cire, 8c le mien 
eftre dur comme diamant, & tequel nul trait' ne pouyoii percer, 
finpn defcoche de voftre main, pen s'en euK fajlu que je n'euffe 
eu pitli de luy. Toutesfois ne craignez point, cefte tbrterefle 
feri confervee jufques a la mott : mais vous regarded que ne 
1ai€ez lurprendre la voftre, par cefte nadon infidele, qui avec 
non moindre opiniaflrete debatra le mefme avec vous. 

J'elKme qu'ils ont elle enfeiguez en mefme efculc. Ceflui- 
cy a tousjours la Jarme a. I'ceil ; il falue tout ]c monde, voire 
jufques au plus peiits, Sc les Hate d'une fa^on piloyable, afin 
qu'i! les ameine jufques a avoir ccnipaffion dc luy. Aujourd'- 
huy le fang eft forty du nez & de la bouche a fon pere ; voui 
done devLncz maintenant quel eft ce prefage, Je ne I'ay 
point encor veu, car il fe tier.t en fa chambre. Le Roy me 
requien que je luy donne a manger de mes maxas ; or vous 
n'en croyez pas par dela rien d'avantagc:, pendant que je fuis icy. 
■ . Voyla 
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, TMs il my /rjl Joma^ : I 
Tall end ye lame ye morne. 
I wryte, all thingU; howbeit 
ihay be of lytill weeht, to 
tlie end that ze may tak the 
beft of all to judge upon. I 
am in dinng of ane work heir 
that I hait greitly. Have za 
not defyre to lauch to (e me 
lie ia weiU, at ye leift to dif- 
fembil fa weill, and to tell 
him creuth bti^ix htmdis f 
He fchaw't me almaift -ail yat 
is ut the name of the Bifchop 
and Sudderland ; and zit I 
have never iwichit ape word 
of that ze fchawit me ; bot 
allanerly be force, flattering, 
and to pray him to a^ure 
himfelf of me. And be plein- 
zeing on the bifchop, I have 
drawin it all ont of hltn. Ze 
have hard the reft. 

We ar coiiplit with two 
fals races ; the Jevil finder 
us, and God knit us togidder 
for ever, for the mavlt faith- 
ful 



. Haec eft mea frimi diti ex- 
fedifie, eandem cra^ liniamt 
Omnia fcribo, etfi non , font 
magni ponderis, ut tu optima 
feligendo judicium facias. E- 
go in negotio mihi maxime 
jngrato verfor. Nunquid fub- 
it eapiditas ridendi, videndo 
me tam bene mentiri, faltem. 
dillimulare tam bene, ac inie- 
rial vera dicere 1 Omnia mi- 
hi aperuit Tub nominibus E- 
pifcopi & Suiherlandi j npc 
tamen adhuc collocuta fiim. 
aut verbo attigi, qmcquam 
eomm quz tu mihi declaraAi} 
fed tanium vi aduladoD)im & 
precam ago, ut a me -fit 
fecurus ; & con({aerenda de 
Epifcopo, omnia de eo ex^^ 
piicata fum : cetera andilU^ 

Nos fumns conjunfli cunl 

daobus infidis hominum gene* 

ribqs ; diabolus nos fejungat, 

ac nos conjungat Deus in 

perpetuum. 



Voyla ce que j'ay dtj^ichi pnur tnen prtmier jeurt cfperant 
achever demain le refte. Je vous efcry toutea chafes, encor 
qu'ellet foient de pen d'importancc, afin qu'en eflifant les 
m^eurs, vous en falQes jugement. Je fuit occupce en un« 
aft'aire qui m'eft infiniement defagreable. Ne voua prent-il pa« 
envie de rire de me voir anfi bien mentir, au moins de fi bieii 
diffimuler en difant verite i . 11 m'a tout defcouvert foub* Is 
nom de I'Evefque & de Sutherland; et toutesfoia je ne luy ay 
encor parle, ny dit un feul mot, de ce que voua m'avez de- 
clare ; ains feulement je le pourfuy par force de flar^eries St 
prieres, alin iju'il a'alTeure de moy. Et me plaignant de 
I'Evefque j'ay ffeu toutcs chofes de luy, i entendu le refte. 

Nous fommes conjoints avec deox efpeces d'hommes inlide- 
les i le diaiU nous \v^\\e ftpartr, Sc que Diea nous conjeingnt 
ft jamais, a ce que foyons deux perfotines trcs-lideles, li jamais 

Vol. H. C t autres 
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fbl coi^ that ever he unitit. 
This b mf Ai(h, I wiU die 
in it. 

Excofe I wn;te eril, z« nay 
getychalf of it: bot 1 can' 
not mend it, becus' I am not 
Weil at eii; and sit verrajr 
glaid to wryti unto zow 
qahen the reft are fleipand, 
ftn I cannot fleip as thay do, 
and as I watd del)>re,.that is, 
in EOQT armet, my deir lufe, 
quhome I pray God to pre- 
lerve from all evil, an^ fend 
zow repois. J am fangaod 
to ink myne till ye mome, 
qahen I fail end my hyiill: 
hot I am fafchit that it ftc^. 
MS me to wryte newis of my- 
lelf unto Eow, becaus it U/a 
lang. Advertife me quhat 
tt have delibemt to do in the 
mater ze knaw upon this 
point,' to ye end that we may 
itnderlUnd utheris weii, that 
nathing thairthrow he/fiiit. 



peTpetmuSiUtfimiufi^Eratuii 
par qvod anqHam janOum eft. 
U»c near fidei aft, in ea tdIo 
mori. 

' Excala qvod malemngam, 
ditrntUnra te oportet uvinare : 
fed ego ei rei mederi non pof- 
fnm, non enim opttme valeo ] 
& tamen magna {root Ixtitia 
fcritiendo ad te com dii dor- 
miant ; quando ego domure 
npn poAiim, m Si fadnnt, 
nee ut ego vellem, hoc eft* 
in tuo complexu, mi care- «. 
mice, a quo precor Denin nt 
omnia mala avertat, & qnie- 
tem mittat. Ego eo ut meam 
quietem inreniam in crafti- 
mun, m tuni mea iihiia&Ti- 
am ; fed angor quod ea me 
a fcribendo de meipfa ad te 
intpediat, c^uia tam diu eft. 
Pac me ceniorem quidr de re 
quam nofti, decreveris, nt at' 
ter dtenim intelligamos, ne 
quid ob id/ecMt fiat. 

Ego 

antres ent efte cmtjtnntes cnTemble. Voila may fey, ft reox 
mourir en icelle. 

Excufex moy que j'efery mal, U faudra que vons en de*i- 
luez la moyti^ : mais je ne pais remedier a eela, car je nc 









Vous efcrivanC pendant que lea autrei dorment, puis qae d 
pan je ne puis dormir oomme eur, hy ainli que je vondroye, 
<'eft a dire, encre les bras de mon tres cher amy, da quel, 
je prie Dieu, qu'il vueille dsftoumer tout mal, Sc luy donner 
bon fucces : je m'ea vay pour trouver mem repos jafques an 
lendemain, afin que je finilTe icy ma iiiU ; maia je Aiis 1&. 
chee que ce repos m'empefche de vous eftrire de mon fait, 
par ce qu'il dure lani. Faites moy f^avoir ce que vous avez 
detibere de iaire toudiant ce que ffavcz, ft6n que noiu aotu 
cntendiofts I'un I'auUT} U qoe rien ne fe iafle auftmtmt. 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



NT, 



A IP ? 6 »♦ B t ». 



if) 



T am iriif, and gui^ag to 
Heipt and ^it I ceafe not to 
fcrible all this paper in fit 
tneilde as refHs tliain>f> Wa- 
ryit mot this peclcifche man 
be that caafea me haif fa 
meikle paoe } for without Kim 
I fuld have an far plefander 
fubjed to difconrle upon. 
He is not over meikle de- 
formitt xit he hes reflavit 
voray meikle. He hej al- 
tnaift ilane me with bis breath ; 
it is worfe than aOur nncli'if 
Imd 2it I cum na neirer unto - 
him, bot in ane chyre at the 
lied feic. and he being at the 
uther end-thairof. 

The mellage of ^e father 
in the gait. 

The purpois of Schir James 
Hamilton. 

Of that the taird of LulTe 
Ichawit me of the delay. 

Of the demaAdu that he 
alkie at Joachim. 

Of my eftait. 

Of 



Ego «iub/« rain> ac dor^ 
initum ea, nee tamen mi 
cNiiiAere poffum, quo minoa 
quod reilst charte defbnni- 
ter Gsnfcriberem. Male lit 
ifii variokto, qui ne tot la* 
boribds exeroet ; nam abfqoe 
eo elTet ut jAiteriam multA 
elegantioren ad differendmii 
habereU. Noo ^t^opere 
defbrmatus eA) multum taioM 
accepit. ftht me fao ene- 
cavit anhelitn ; eft eidm gnu 
viar quam tui frv/hifui ; It 
tamen non accedo propios ad 
eum, fed in cathedfa fedea 
ad pedes ejus^ cam ipfe ioie'^ 
mOdHima le£U parte fit. 

Nnndiu patris id idntre. 

SertAo D. Jacobi Hsmit> 
tonii. 

De CO quod Luflie tmuif', 
chut mihi retulit de dilatione. 

De quibus incerrogavil Jd* 
.achiAQm. 

Se (M'diiiatiimc ftiBilic. 



}t fuis 1 



vay eoachef; fr neitttHaoins jc 
que je ne barbouiile encor bien mal ce qui 



me refte de papier. Maudit foit ce ta«ei^, qui me define tanC 
4e travau/ ; car fans lui j'aroye mattere pliu belle pour dif< 
couiir. II n'a f»s elbc beauooup fendu di^rtoe* toutesfins il 
en a pris beaocoap. 11 m'a ^uafi xaie de fan halenet ca^ 
elle eA plus force que celle de voftre fttrmti & neaiimoin* 
je n'approche pas pres de by \ mai} je m'affiedc en tine chair* 
a iei piedsi lay eftant en la partie du lift pbu eiloignie. 

Du meiTager du pere fur ]c chemin. 

pa dire dd Sieor Jacques HMil^eton. 

De ce que U prc'vi^ dc Lu^ m'a rapport^ tondmit )g re 
tardementu 

De ce qu'il s'eS enqilit \ Jtachinii 

Cu reglemant de la famile. 

C'S a . . '-ft* 
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Of my coropany- 
Or the occafiaun of my 
cum tiling. 

And of joieph. 

■ htm. The purpota that he 
and 1 had togidder. 

Of the defyro that he he* 
to pleis me, andofhisrepent- 

Of the inlerpreutioun of 
his letter. 

Of Willis Hicgait's matter j 
of his departing.' 

Of Monfiure de Lcving- 

' I had ahnaift forzet, that 
Monfiure de Levingfloun faid 
. ill the Lady Reres eir at flip- 
per, that he wa!d drink to ye 
folk yat I wift of, gif ■ I wald. 
pledge thame. And efter fup- 
per lie faid to me, quhen I 
«u lena'nd upon him warm- 
ing me at the fyre, Zi ha've 
pir skills to fit /«* fiil'' zit 
ze cannot be fa welciim to 
thame as ze left Yam body this 
, day 

I>e ma fmte: 

Dc la caufe de mon arrivee. 

■ Dejofcpb. 

Item, Da dcvu d'cntre moy & Iuy> 

De U volonte qu'it a de me compl^re, &: de fa repentance. 
,- ' l>e I'interpretatkin dt feslettrea. 

Dn fait de GoilUume Hiegait, tt de fon deparf. 

Dn Sieur de Levingfloun. 

Peu a'en feut que je n'aye oubKe, comme !e Sieur de Leviir- 
ftoun a dit a I'oreiile ch foupant a Madamoirelle Reres, qu'elle 
beat a ceuK qu'elle'Cognoiffbit, fonbs condition que je le plei- 
'geroye en leur inon. £t apres- fouper i! me -dit, comme je 
me chaufibye aupres du feu, eflant appuyee fur fon efpaule, 
Veyla vttt ielU vifitatiiM Jt-ttUet gem ; ma'.s toutesfois la joye 
dc nollre irenue nc Icur pcui eftre fi grande, combien eft la 
■■ * iacheris 



' De meo conutata. 
De caufa mei adventns. 

De Jofepho. 

Item, De fermone inter me 
te ilium. 

De ejus voluntate placendi 
mibi, it de ejus pixnitentia. 

' De interpretadone {Uanim 

literarum; 

De negotio GuKelmi H3e- 
gait, ie de fuo difceiTu. 
' De Domino de LeviftoD. 

Pene oblica eram, qaod Db- 
minu! Leviftonius D. Rereiix 

dixit in aurem, dum cosnarer, 
quod prxbiberet eis quos nof- 
fem, ea lege ut ego rebibe- 
rcm coram nomine. Ac poll 
ccenam dixit mihi, dum ad 
ignem calefiebam cum ci inni- 
terer,- Bella, inquit, bujufma- 
Ji herainum •uifitatie ; non ta-' 
men tanta e tuo acceflb poteft 
eis elTe I^titia, quanta in mo- 
lefiia 
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eft, qui nunquain Irtas crit, 
donec'te iterum videbit. Ego 
de CO quxfivi iqaifn&m is efTet. 
Ille arAiu3 corpiu mcimi com' 
primens refpondit, unus eornm 
qui te reliquerunt : tu quia fit 
divinare poEes. 

Ego bodie ^laborari u&iac 
ad horam feciindasi in faac 
arinilla, ut cla^em indude- 
rem, qux fubcus aonexa eft 
duobua funjculis ; male aa> 
tem h&3. ell ob cetnporis aui- 
gulUan, fed faciam pdchrio- 
rem. Interim prolpice, ne 
quifquam eorum qui liic font 
videat, qoia omne* nortales 
eam agnDlcent, tanCa fcftini' 
done la OBuuun.ocillij fada 
eft. 

Nunc proficircor ad inftitu* 
turn meum odiofaiii. Tu me 
adeodiiliinularecogu, uCetiaia 
ipfa horreani ; actantomnoB 
prodicricjs partu mc '*gc>< 
re cogisi Illud reounifceret 
IE quod 

fiKherte a celuy qai a «fte delaiile feul' aujourd'hny, & qui iw 
fera jainws joyeux, jufques a ce qu'il vous ayt vene, Dere- 
chef jc luy demanday qui eftoit celluy la :' luy ro'embralliiiit 

{ilus elboitemenc me refpondit, c'eit I'uu de ceux quivotis wrt 
ailTee. Vous pouvez dewiner qui eft ceftuy-Ii, 

J'ay aujourd'huji travaille jufques a deux heurgs en ce braiV 
ieleti pour y enferoier la clef, qui eft jointe au bas avec deux 
petites cordes. II ell mal fait, a caufe du peu de tempi qu'cn 
a eu ; naais j'en faray un plus beau. Cependant advtfe* que per- 
fooite de ceux qui ibnt icy ne.Je voye, car tout Icmondele cog> 
QOift, urn tl a elie fait a la haftc devant les ycuK de chacun, 

Mainienant je vien k ma deliberation odieufe. Vous m« 
<Ontraignez de tellement diflimuler, que j'en ay horreur, veu 

Joe vous me ibrcez de ne joiier pa> feulement \e perioDnagc 
'ant trahiftreife. Qu'il vous fouviemie, que fi I'^cftion dc 
C c 3' " yooj 



day in regrait, that will ne- 
ver be blyth quhill he le zow 
agane. I aflut at him quha 
dtU was. With that he thri' 
Ait my body, and faid, that 
lum of bis folkis had fene 
xow in fafchcHe : ze may ges 
at the reft. 

I wrocht this day quhill it 
was twa houris upon this bra- 
celet, for to put the key of- 
it within the lock thairof, 
quhilk is couplit undcrneth 
with twa cordounii. I have 
had fa lytill lime that it is 
cvUl maid ; but I fall mak ane 
fairer. In the meane tyme 
tak heid that nane that is 
bai fc it, for all the warld 
will knaw it, becaus for hailt it 
was maid in yair prefence. 

I am now paiTand to my 
fafcheous purpois. Ze gar me 
diffemble & far, that 1 haif 
honing thairat ; and ye caus 
me do almaift the o9ice of a 
fraltores. - Remember how gif 
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2 nod nifi tibi DUcquancli defi- 
erium me cogeret, nuUcn 
mori, quant hKC Gonunittc- 
rej cor eiun nuhi k1 hsso 
fanguineis fundic, Brctiter, 
Bce&t fe necom ventumn, 
nifi ea lege, ut ei polficeu- m» 
conioiuni cDm co ipsnTa <| 
thoro ufurun velut >ntex, ac 
M ,y^w evn dereliD^aiQi 
Hoc 11 faeiam, qukquid vellia 
l^ict, ac me conutabituri 
fed me rogavit, ut k expe&u 
rem in dism peTendmiim. 

Valde ferociter ab inido 1». 
quebatnr, uti qui has fejt dtq 
murabit] it colloquio coiq 
Anglui dc fno difceflb; fed 
tasoem reverfut eft ad fnaiq 



k wer not to obejr xow, I had 
(ather be deid <» I did it g my 
ban btndii at it. Soinma. h« 
will aot cnm with me, except 
ipon conditioup that I will 
proacas to hint, that I {ill b« 
at bed and boird with him ai 
of befiur, and that 1 {ail kif 
hifDM^'''* And doing this 
WMD mjr woidi be will do all 
tungit that I pleii, and cum 
with vac. Sui he hu payic 
ne to leinine apea bin quhil 
■Cher moral. 

He fpakc vorray bravely at 
yt banning, as yis beirer 
will waw tow, apOQ the 
purpoit of the iDglifmen, and 
of hu defHUting : Bot in yc 
end he muniit agane to his 
Jiuniilitie. 

He fchawit, amangis nther Inter alia eonfilia ^ok ml. 

pacpolis, jrat he knaw weill hi retulit, fe fatis fcirc> qood 
•neach that my brother had mem frater ad nw detnh&tj 
fehawn mc vat thing, quhilk ^ua ipfb cum eo egiflct Ster- 
Jie had fyoua in Striviliagi Imij quarum rcf urn dimidinin 
of the ijphilh de denyis ye negavit, ^c muucimc illud, 
ane quod 

TOiu plaiie oe me for;oit, j'aymeroye mieux mo^rir qne do 
comtnettre ces chofes ; car le caur me feignc en icellai. Brafi 
il ne vent venir avec moy fimon foabs cefte condition, qtM j« 
Iny promette d'nfer en comman d'one feule table, & d'unq 
mefme lift, comme au^ravant, ic ijue je ne I'abandonno 
Ji fiwottt : Et que fi je fay ainft, it fera tont ca qve is 
Toodray, U me fuivra, Mais il m'a jirie, quo jc I'attendiao 
facordeoxjouri. 

Au commencement il parlint fort afpremant. comtn* 
voDS recitera celuy qui porte les prefentes, du devi« en wes 
les Aoglois, U de fon depart; mais enSn il reviot i i^ 
tleuceor. 

EntTC aatres fecreu qu'tl me rec>ta, il dit, qn'il r^TOJt bieni 

iqne non frcre m'avcut rapporte ce qu'il avoit fait avec tuy 

% Stirling, 4*( qii«ll<u chofes il a nie la mo^tip. tc principaie- 

^ent| . 
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mae half, and abone all, yat 
ever be canu in his chalmer. 
For to mak him traift me, 
it behovil me to fenze in fum 
thing^s with him : Thurfoir, 
quhenhe reqaeftit me to pro- 
meic onto him, that quhen he 
was hail, we fuld have baicb 
aae bed, I faid to him fenze- 
iagly, and making me to be- 
leve his promUis, that gif he 
chaogdt not purpoia betwix 
yls Mid. that tyme, I wald be 
content thairwith; bot in 
the meuie tyme I bad him 
tak heid that he leit na body 
vrit thairof, becaut, to fpeik 
amangii ouHelGs, the Lordii 
culd not be otFeodit, nor will 
evill thairfoir : Bot thay 
wald feir is refpefl of the 
i^fiiMg he maid of thame, 
that gif evei we agreeit to- 

fiddar, he fuJd mak thame 
iiaw the lytill compt thay 
tuke of him; aad that he 
counfidHt me not to purchac 
fumofthamebybim. Thay 



quod fratris mA ctibknlstt 
eSet ingrcAlu. Ut ego &ci< - 
lius fidem apud cum aiTeque* 
rer, neceiTe miht erat qua- 
dam fingendo ei obfecunoare. 
Quamobrem cum ragarrt, ut 
ei poUiccrer, cum primum rer 
valuiiTet, communera nolni 
fore leflum, egp didimulan- 
ter dixi, ac fingeng me bellis 
ejus pollicicationibus fideita 
habere, me confentice. niC il- 
le interea propoJltum muta- 
ret; fed interea videret nc 
quiiquam id relcifceret, prp- 
pterea quod proceres nofliia 
colloquiii offendi non polTent, 
n^c ideo Ti»le velle: fed i« 
dmore futuros quod mmitatiA 
fuiiTet £ aliquando inter do* 
Concordes e2emu), fe datu- 
rum operam at intelligerenc 
quam parvi eum edimaireDti 
item, quod mihi confuluiflet 
ne gratiam quorondam feor- 
fnm a fe expeterem. Hai 
ob caafas eos in rn^na 
fufpicione futuros, fi ego 
faciera 



ment, ^n'il &A entre en la chambre de mon frere. £t aCn qa'3 
me creuA plufioA, j'elloye contrainte de luy accorder quelqiw 
chc^e en di&noluR : par qUoy, lors qu'il me priafl que je luy 
promilft, qQ'inamdDCDt qu'il feroit guety, nous ne faifioos plu« 
qu'ua lid, je lay dy par diifimdation, en faingoant, que je 
croye a fca oellet prameflei, que je I'y accorderove, pourves 
qn'il ne changeaft d'advis; mais cependant qu'il regardaA 
^ue perfeniw n'en l^uft rien, parce que \e% fngneun ne pour- 
rmeat eftre oSenfcz de nos propoi, ny confe<}acmment noua en 
vonloir mal. Ains feroient en crainte de ce qu'il m'aofdit^^^. 
Et fi nous pouvioM eftre d'accord enfemble, qu'il pourroit Conner 
ordre, qa'il» entendroient combien peu iu I'avoient eSime. 
Ilcm, deceqa'iltt'avoitconfeille. queje ne recocbaife la bon- 
ne gfacc d'^acoM £uu Uy. Et pour »s niboi )H'il!> Ictoieflt 
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lor this caufc wald be in jelo- 
fy gif at aais, widiout thair 
knawledge, I fuld break the 
pby fet tip in the contrau' in 
thair prefence. 

tie faid,' iierra^ JByfully, 
And think sow thay will 
cftame sow the mair of that i 
Boi I am verray glaid that 
M fpeik to me of the Lopdis ; 
b>r 1 bdeve at this tyme ze 
dcfyrd that we fuld leif to- 
gidder in quyethts : For gif 
It wer uthervyfe, greiter in- 
convenience might come to us 
baith than we. ar war of; 
bot nOw I wilt quhatever 
ee will-do, and'wijl lufe all 
hbai %e lufe : and defirls zow 
lo male- thante lufe in lyke 
naner : 'Sot,' fsn thay i'eik 
not my lyfe, 1 lufe thame all 
«c|aallie. Ufion yis point this 
beirer 'will fchaw zow mony 
finall thingi«. Secaus I have 
over meklc to wryte> and it 
it lait, /- givt traifi HaiB him 



fiidem fcena; ad ccmtntriam 
bmc fabulam inflrufise, ia 
pra^fentia, eis tnfdii, turba- 

Tum BIc •vehtimnler Letus 
fubjecit, £t tu putai ne qnod 
pluris il!i te zMmabant ob 
hanccaufam? Sedvaldegau- 
deo quod'fermonem dc proce- 
ribus injeciili j nunc quidem 
credo te cupere, ut ana con- 
corditer vivamos : nam ni 
ita eflet, najora quam ntn- 
que timemus incommoda u- 
trique poJTent evenire; fed 
nunc, quod tn vis, vdo, & 
quoj amabia amabo ; Ic cd- 
pio ut coram similiter concili- 
es amorem : Quia poUquam 
non petunt vitam meam, om- 
nes amo ex zquo. Circa hoc 
caput hie tabeUarius multa mi- 
nuta tibi dcclarabit : Quia ni- 
mis mqlta rnperfuDt fcribenda, 
& Jam ferum eft, buic adhiht- 
bis Jidtm jaxta tuum vtrbtoB, 
Brevitcr. 



en grand Ibupcqn, fi Je troubloy ainli miuntenant la face 
*3tt theatre, ^ui avoit efle appr^fl^ poor jouer une - autre 
fable. 

Alors eQant grandimtnt jeytux, il adjoufia. El penfe:{-vons 
que ponr cela its 'vous en eftiment d'ar^tage i Mais je fnis 
bien aife que vous atez fait mention dej fdgneurs ; maintenxnt 
je croye, que vou* defirez que iious virions enfemblentent en 
paix : car s'il efloit ainfi, beaucoup plus grandes l^fcheries 
'noDs poiirroient advenir a tous deUx, qos nous ne craigiion*; 
mai« A-prefent je veux ce gut vous voalez & aimera^ rt que 
WKM aimerez.; & defire que pareillement vous acqoenez leor 
' amitie : car puis qu'ils ne pourchaflent a m'ofter la vie, je les 
-ume touE efgalement. Toachant ce chef, le porteur vous re- 
citers pluficm'S particulariiez : d'antant qu'il y a irop de cho- 
fei '^ui re^at « efjinire, & qu'il eft de&t wi, vsui adjtii^ 
■ n^ 
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tuiii ga upen lafiMard /« mu 
plaits. 

AIrcc ! I -nevet dillavit ony 
body : Bnt I remit mc alto- 
gidder to ztror will. Send me 
adverdlemeDt quhat 1 fall do, 
and qnhacla^ver thing fall 
cum thairof, I Tall obey zow. 
Advife to with zouHelf, gir 






r ie- 



ereit inTentioun by medicine ; 
foi he fuld tak medicine and 
die bath at CraigmilUr. He 
jnay not cum furth of the hous 
this lang tyme, 

Sumnta, be all tliat I can 
l^ne, he is in greit fufpici- 
oon, and zit notwithflatidinz, 
lie gevis credit to my word; 
hax. zii not fb far that he will 
tcbtxt ony thing to me : bot 
nevertfaelefa, Ifcdl drtFiu it uta 
9f him, ^ffd will that J a- 
tivw all Ktae him. Sot I will 
veycT- rejoice ta diJTaive ony 
body that tmflis in me : zit 



Hit. 

Hei milu ! nanquam ques> 
quam decepi ; fed ego inc ia 
uniTCrfum tux voluntati fubji- 

faciam, & quicunqLie fequatnr 
eventu!, cibi obfequar. Etlaa 
lecum perpendc, an commi- 
nifci'queas aliquam occultio- 
rem ratlonem per medicinam ; 
fumpturus ell enim & medio- 
nam & balneutn ad Cragmilla- 
rium. Non poteft domo KgceA 
ad multos £es. 

Brerher, qaantam intei^ 
gere polTum, in magna firii^- 
cione verfator, nihilo tainea 
minus magoam habet fidem 



qac adeo ut quicqoam miU 
effutiat ; mhiii wiiniu ego 'ex 
to, ^juit/ttn lu tiit, Bhmia a- 
pad ettm prafittar i^ oga^ 
cam. Sed nunquaro gaadebs 
in quovia homine qui mihi fi- 
not- , dit, 

tixfiy felon ■veflrt panlt. En fomme, iliraeu veils 'voudm^ ftie 
xun commamiemerU. 

Helas ! je n'ay jamais trorape perfonne ; maia jc mc fak- 
tnets en touies chores a voftre volonte. Fai£Ws moy ffavfW' 
ce que je doy faire ; & quoy qu'il en putlTe advenir, Je voiu 
obeiray. Etpenfcz en vous mefme, fipouvez treuyer qudque 
moyen plus couvert que par breuvagci car il doit prendre me- 
dicine, & eAre baigne a CragmiUar. II ne peut fortir du loj^ 
d'icy aplufieurs Jours. 

Brief, ^ ce que j'en puis entendre, il eft en grand foup^on; 
sexntmoins il adjoufte beaucoup de foy a ma.parole ; mail noa 
CAcorei tant, qu'il n'en defcouvre quelque chofe : toutesfoisyr 
tenfiffirig, fcf rteongaeifiray teut Jmant l^, fi •vous It troteaex 
iek. Mais li ne m'efiouiray-j'e jamais a tromper celui qui fc 
. ^e en moy : neantmoinii vous me pourez commander en tontn 
cholei, 
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nocwitUlaniluig ze my cum- 
mand me in all thingii. Have 
na evill o[niitono of me for . 
thatcaua, be rellbm ze ax the 
occafion of it zoarTelf ; becaiu 
for my awio particular revenge, 
I walil not do it to hitn. 

Ht gi-iM mt fam cMis of 
yat qubilk I fear, Kta, evin in 
tbt fuiei. He Jayis this far, 
yat bit faidtis -wtr pMilei/.- 
bot yair is that commitds 
bnitis,. that beteris tbey will 
sever be fpdEtn oft and ztt 
they will (peik of gmt and 
fnialL At towart tbe Lady 
Rerci, he faid, I pray God 
tkat fche may ferve unv for 
your honoor : and faid, it b 
thocht, and be belevia it 10 
be tretr, that I have not the 
IKwer of myfelf into myfelf. 
iud that becaus of the refufe 
] Biaidof faiiofleris. Snmma, 
ibr cenaneiie lie fufpeAb of 
ike thing ze knaw. and of his 
tjk. Bot ai to the l&li, how 
fone 



dit, dedptendo : nibila miniM 
tn mibi potuomniba) in »!)«■ 
imperare. Noli ideo fmiftnnt 
opinionem de me coociperc ; 
quia ta ipfe htiJDi rei mihi an- 
tbor es ; nnnquam enim tftnd 
ID cum committerem, me* 
proprtz uiiionis caofa. 

Jn/irim mi atiinpt in /la 
fufptSo J iJqat ad vivum. 
haHeitai proU^uutui ^ fim 
tnmiHtt iffe paism \ fod Innt 
qui majors commitiaRt,&opi- 
nantur ea filentio tegi ; & ta- 
men homines de magnia joxta 
& paivis loquuntur. O. RereAa 
ait, Uenm precor, in ofBciz 
qua tibi prxllat, fint tibi hoi 
nori : ait eftam qoofdam cre- 
dere, ac fe id verum exiftima- 
re me non habere potefta- 
tem mei intra me, idquv^uia 
recuroVerim conditiaocs a ic 
oblatHV. Breviter, certnm eA 
quod dc eo oood fci*, fafpice^ 
tur, ac de vita ctiun. Qgori 
ad pofierius, cum prunom ego 
doobu^ aut tribu) bonis verms 



choTes. Ne concevez done point de moy aucan iiniffreo{nnioa, 
^*Bs ^ae vona mefmes oftca caufc de cda; car jene le linioye 
jaavd* centre by pour ma vengeance particaliere. 

Ciptndaa il m'a denmi atlamtt iu liea f^ptS, fs! a jufpMt 
■ie^ tbfuuru iitm mm vif, que en f aides fast ea^aeikt : mais <]d' 
■(1 y en a qci en conuneitent de plus grandei. encores qa'ib 
leftimenc qu'clles foient cachees par filence ; & tbntesfois que 
lei hotnme! parlcnt des grands aulii \nm, que des petitf. Qvant 
-a:RcKa il 4it. je prie Dieu que Ics fervices qu'rile voua fdt 
vout Ibient a hmuteur. II dit andi, qn'il y en a qui crouirt> . 
tc que de fa part il I'eftime veritable, qne je n'ay point en 
iBoy- lapbiirance de moi mefme, d'autartt qne j'ay refnle leg 
xoaditions qn'il avoit offertes. Brief, il dt certain qu'il fe 
^DOtc dc cc qtie &uez, tc de fa vie mefotei. Quant mu reflc, 
... jbudaiQ 
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'fiMie that I fpak 
gnde wordis unto bim, tie re> 
jojrfist and ia out oi dout. 

i (aw bim oat this evening 
Jbr to end scour bracelet, to 
tkr qnhUlc I can get na ieAiit~ 
It IS Teddy to thame : and zii 
I feir that it will bring fum 
malhenr, and mar fene gif 
Be ehaace to be bun. Ad- 
vertiie. me gif ze will bare 
ft, and gif ze will have inair 
firer, and quhen I 1^ re- 
tone, and how far I may 
fpeik. He inragis when he 
lieirs of Lethingtoun, or of 
BS(W, or of my brother. Of 
Smr brother he fpeikii na- 
thing. He fpeikis of the Erie 
(>f Argyle. I am in feir quhen 
I beir him fpeik ; for he af- 
fiirii himfclf yat he bes not an 
ffvill opinioun of bim. He 
^leildi nuhing of thame that 
it out, noutker gad« nor eviU, 
but lleis that point. Hi« father 
keipij )ui cbalmer, I have not 
fene bim. 

AU 



earn compello, gaadet, ac 
limere ddmh. 

Non vidi eum hac vcfpera,, 
quia tua.m armillam confide- 
bam, cni nuliam polTum re- 



ad perfe&iooem ei deeft j & 
adhuc vereor ne aliquod fe 
offerat infortunium, & canfjH- 
ei poflit, a to coruingat IjMli. 
Fac me certiorem naia- eaq 
Tclii habero, it fi plurcul^m 
pecuniae velis habere, Ic quao- 
do debeam redire, & quern in 
loquendo modum mihi ftatu- 
am.' Infanit ad mentionemde 
Lethingtonio, de te, de fratre 
meo. De tuo fratre nihil Io> 
quitur. De Comite Argathe- 
hm in timore verfor, quotics 
eum audio toquentem ; pro 
certo habet eom nihil de ft 
male opinati. De eisqai extra 
funt nihil, &eqae boni neque 
a)ali,Io<jaitur,led femper huae 
locum viiac. ?Bter ejai dcnni fe 
contiaet, nondsm «nim vijL . 
Omne* 

6nd«n que je luy propole deux au Dw bonMs pandei, U la 
refiouit. It n'a point de cnunie. 

Je »e I'ay poiy ve« celie apies-Ad^aie, parce que je £ufi^ 
VoAra bralTelet, auqnel je ne puis accommoder lii i^ cin : car 
c'eft ce qui defeut i. fa perfcfiion : Sc encor je crain, qa'il n'j 
(arvienne quelque inconvenient, &qu'il Ibit recogneui-a'il ad* 
yenoit que vous fufliez btefle. Fai^s moy enieiKtre (i vans te 
voidea avoir, & fi avez affaire dc qnelqae peu ^bs d'argent; 
& quand je doy retoomer, it quel ordre je laendray a parter i 
hty. 11 enrage quand je fxy mention dc LechingcoB, de vous^ 
it de mon frere. 11 ne parle point de voflre frere. Quant m 
Conte d'Argathley, je fuis en crainte, toutst lea icnt qu'il eit 
devife. II s afieure qu'il ne penfe point de mal de lay. Quanf 
it ceux qui font de ddu)rt, il n'en parte ny <n bicn, n/ en iBal, 
feulement U a evite tontjoun ce lieu. Son ptfc fe ^ent toiu- 
^urs au logif, & bo J'a/ point ^ccotm vefl. . • , 

Toottt 
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Omnea Huniltonii hie adr 
ftiDt>. &c me comitatitRr velde 
honoritice. Alterius omnea 
amici me eomitantur qoodes 
cum viJb. Peat a. me at cnu 
tempore adUrn, ut euni farm 
gentem vjdeam. Ut pancu 
ab&tvam, hie ubelkrias re- 
liqua tibi Darr&bk, Si quid 
novi hie dilcam, vefpere &- 
ciain commeniarium. Ille 
titu e^tplicabit mes moraB 
caufam. Crema h&s literatv 
{iiDt enim periculofx, nee 
qnicqnam bene in ns di^mn j 
ego eniin nihil cogko nifi 
moIelHas. Si fueria Edin- 
burgi cum has acxipies, lac 
mc certiorem. 
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AH the Hamikounij ar 
heir, that accompanyis me 
TCrray honorabiliy. All the 
Inendis of the other convoyis 
Bie quhen X gang to ie him. 
He dcfyris me to cum and 
ie. him ryfe the mome be- 
tyme. For to mak fchort, 
thb beirer will tell zow the 
reft. And eif I loime ony 
.thing heiTr I will mak zow 
fKmorial at evin. He will 
tdl ZQW .the occafiono of 
jfiy remaiuog. Bunte this 
Jetter, for.it is ovir dan- 
gerous, aod naihmg weil 
uid in it ; tor I am thinkand 
upon nothing bot faTcherie. 
Gif yc be in Edinburgh at 
ihe reAait of it, .fend me word 



, BenotoffendiC fori gifnot Noli ofTendi, quia non ni^ 
orir-grat credite. Now feing tnium fido. Nunc poAquam 
toobeyzow. my dearlufe. I ob ftudim tibi obfequendi, 
fpair nontfaer honour, con- mi chare anuce, neque.hono^ 
fcience, halarde, nor gr^t- ri, neque coofcientis, nee pe- 
nes qubatfumerir ; lak it, I riculis, neque qaant^vis mag- 
pray zou* in godc part, and nitudini parco ; rogo in bo* 
not nam 

Tontes les Hambletons font icy> qui me font compagnie 
affez honorable. Tous les amis de I'autre me fuivent Jorfi- 
que je le ritlite. II me ptie que je fw^e demain aiTez 
a temps pour Ie voir lever. Afin que je . le fafe coun, . 
CB porteor voas dira le furptus. Si j'appren icy qadqoe 
chpfe le foir, je le mettray en memoire. II vous de-. 
darera la caufe de mon retardement. SruQez ces lettres, 
car elles font dangereufes, & s'il n*y a rieh qui foit bien 
conche; je ne penfe que chofes £ifcheafes. Si vous eftes 
a Edinbourg, quand vous recevrez ce« lettres, fax&es le moy 
fcavoir. 

Ne vous offenfez point, fi je me iie par trop. Maintenant 
done, nion cher amy, {fuis que pour voua complaire, je a'e- 
^pargne, ny mon honneur, ny ma confcience, ny les dangers, 
ny mefmes :^a grandeur quelle qu'elle puifle eftre; je VQua. 
fifit que vous le prcniez en la bonne part, Sc non felcm I'in- 
1 . . terpretationi 
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not after ye interpretatloun of 
loar fals gade-brother, to 
quhome, I pray zou, gif na 
credite, aganis the maift faiih- 
fnl luifer that ever ze had, or 
ever Tall have. 

- Se not hlr, quhais fenzelt 
teiris iiild Rot ■ be fa -mekle 
praifit nor ellemit, as the 
trew and faithful travellis 
quhilk 1 faftene for to meiitc 
Hir place. For obtening of 
ihe quhilk -aganis my natu- 
ral, I betrayts thame that may 
impefche me. God forgive 
me, and God give zow, my 
only lufe,-the hap and pro- 
fperitie, quhiik zoor humble 
and faithful lufe defyris unto 
zow, quha hopis to be fchort- 
Iv an't uther thing to zow, for 
the reward of my irkfum tra- 
it is lait ; I defyre never to 
ceis fra wryting unto zow ; 
zit now, after the kifltng of 
zour handis, X wilt end my 
letter. 



terpretatioD du faux frere de loftre femme, auquel je vous 
prie auffi n'adjoufler aucune foy contre la plus fidele amye que' 
vous avez cue, on que vous aurez jamais. 

Neregardez point a celle, de laquelte les feinfles larmes 
ne vous ooivent eltre de fi grand poix, que les fidelee trsvoux 
que je fouffre, afin que je puiiTe meriter de parvenir en Ibn 
lieu. Pour lequel obtenir, je trahi, voire contre mon natu- 
rel, teujc qui m'y pourroient em'pefcher. Dieu me 1= vueiiie 
pardonner, & voui doint, mon amy unique, tel fuccez tc fe- 
licity, que voflre humble & fidele amye le fouhaittc, laquelle 
efpe« en brief autre recompetife de vous, par ce mien facheux 



nam partem accipias, ae noa 
juxta interpretationem fallacu 
iratris OTOtii iax, cui rogo 
nuUam adhibea^ fidem adver- 
fus fideliifimam omnium qoas 
aut habuifli, aut habebi^, ami- 

Noli earn intneri, cujus fic- 
t!e lachrymas non debent 
tanti efle, quanti lidi labores, 
iquos ego perfero, ut merear 
in ejus locum fuccedere : quern 
ut obdn^am, ego eos prodo, 
idque adverfus ingenium me- 
um, qui impcdimento effe pof- 
fent. Deus mihi det veniam, 
& Deus libi det, nri unice a- 
mke, eum ruccetTum, & fdi- 
citatem, quam tua humilis Si 
hdelis arnica tibi optat, quae 
brevi fperat aliud de te in pr*- 
mium mei molelH labons. . 



Serum eft; tamen" nun- 
quam cupio ceflare a fcriben' 
do ad te; tamen'nunc poft 
cfcula manuum tuarum, ti- 



ll ell tard ; nbantmoins je 
efcrire ; et tootesfois, apres vo 
ray fin a mei lettie$. Excufez 



: defire jamais celTer de vous 
avoir bai^ les mains, je fe. 
on ignorance a efctire. & n- 

lifez 
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letter. ExAife my cvill wry- 
jingi and reid it twvle over. 
Excufe thai thing that is Tcri- 
Uitt for 1 hid na paper zliter- 
ilay qiihen I wrait that of ye 
meinotiall. Remember opoa 
zonr lufe> uid wryte unto hir, 
and chat verray oft. Lofe me 
a& I faU do ^u. 

Remember zou of the pai- 
pois of the Lady Reret, 

Of the JnglifmeD. 

Of his mother. 

OflheErieof Argyle. 

OftheErleof BothweU. 

Of the ludgeiog in Edin- 
bnrgb. 

lifez mcs lettres. Excufez la briefuetc del cbaraflerei, car 
iuer je n'avoye point de papier, quand j'efcrivi ce qui e& aa 
memoire. Aycz fouvenance de vollre amye, & luy refcrives 
luuvein. Aimez may, comme Je vous aime : St Ayu memoire 
ia propos de Mademoifelle Rerea. 

Deg Aaglois., 

De fa mere. 

Du Conte d'Arghley. 

Dn Conie de Bothwel. 

Do logis d'£Jitabourg. 



nero meii Uteris imponaBi. 
Sxcufameamiii pingeudoim- . 
pcritiaoi, eafque relege. Ex- 
cufa curtionem charaaerum, 
quia heri charlam non babe- 
bam. com id ^uod in owinieii- 
tario erat, fcnberem. Remi- 
nifcere U}» amicz, ac Skpt ad 
earn refcribe. Redama me* 
uti ego te amabo. 

Reminifcere lemonla & 

De Aoglis. 

De matre ejus. 

De Comite Argatheli». 

De Comite Bo^uelix- 

De hofpitio Edinburgi* 



NUMBER II. 

Part of N. Hubert, or French Paris'* Coniieflioii 

concerning the above Letter. 

Tntbkrogdk quant preHMerement il eiitfa en credit arec Itf 
' Roync I Refp. Que ce foft comme ki JUiyne fbft a Kalendar* 
aUant a Glafgow, qu'allor* die lui bailla use bourfe lai oa 
i] avoit envyroD ou 3 ou 4C0 efcuS) pour la porter a Monllcnr 
le Boduel; lequet aprez avoir receo la it&c boarfc fur If 
chemin entre Kalendar et Glafgow, lui 6i& que te did Paris 
*'eB alU. aves la Royeei et qu'il le tint pre* d'elle, et qa'il 
rcgudftft 
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Rgkrdift bien a ee qu'elle /erdt Ini diJuit que /n £^7nr Aty 
Joamnil d*t Uttrti pent Us luy f«rter. La Ruyfte efbiiK ar- 
riseo « Gtafeow luy dift, je t'envojra i. Linebourg, (i. f. 
EdinborKh) aent toy preft, ^ irxn''' iltmeuri la drux jonrs 
avec kd. Dame, la<iuelle dcript des lettres, & i lay Im 
bailU. dyfant, Vuiu dirt* de bonehe a Monf. de Bodnel, 
qa'i! baiUe ixi Uteres qui s'addrelTeM \ Monf. de Lc- 
thington a luy in'eftne, ic qu'il parle a luy, & yoyes les ^ar- 
ler enremble, & regardes la faJTon de faire, it quelle mkcne 
ilz feront, car g'eft ce, difoit t\le,. pour l^avoir, Icquell ell 
meilleor, pour loger le Roye a Craigmillar, ou a Kirk-a- 

field, aiin d'arayr bon air. EJitmf ltd P-arii arryvt i 

Li^dearg, ti-aavt led dt Bodiul ta Jan legit a I'Ahhay, lequel 
Im dilt. Ha Paris, tu es le bien venue. Monfieur, di£l il, 
voici des lettres que la Royne vous envoye, & aufli J Mon- 
fieur de Liddington, vous priant de les luy delivrer, & que je 
vous vis parler" eniembie pour veeir voftre faflbn Ac faire, Sc 
commenc vous accoidiez enfemH^. Fort haen, dit-3, car 
j'ay ce jourdliuy parle a luy, & luy a donne une haquieae. 
lit Undemain led. Paris dift, qu'il vine i-M logia dud. Bodue) 
par trois fbis le chercher, a B, 9 & to heures, Sc ne l^ut 
jamais trouver ; & I'ayanc cherehe, j] voit venir one troupe 
de gens dc rers le Kirk-dci-iield, \i oa eltott led Sieur Boduel. 
Sc Monrieur Jacques Balfour, colle a coAe enfemble, lefquels 
s'en allcMent difner au logis dud. Monf. Jacques. Led. Pa- 
ris pria MW. ie Bodael de le deipecher vers la Soyne. "A- 
pres diCner, dit-il, je le feray ; & quant il rctcrarua querir fa 
•Mpeche aprts difiut, i] Crouva le Steur de Boduel & led. 
Mr. Jacques fenls telle a teite en une eiiambre,! U led. Sieur 
de Bodii&l q^LU efcrivit de fa propre main, & apres avoir faiS, 
il £fi a Fan»> Voyla la relpone ; rctourne t'cn- s la Royne, 
4t me recommandes bien humblement ^ fa bontie grace, & 
liii didcz, que tout ira Maa, car Monf. Jacques Balfbur & 
noy n'avon» dormis toute la nuii, anis avons mis erdre ea 
unite, dc avOM aprefte le logis. Et dites a la Roynet que je 
luy envoye ce diamant que tu luy porteras, & que fi j'avois 
ownceanr, je le luy envoyerois tres volontiers, mais je ne 1* 
&y pas mpy. Va t'en i Monf. de Liddington, & luy demait- 
de«, s'il veolt refcrie a la Royne ; Ce que led. Paris fai£le, U 
le trouve a la chambre des comptes, & luy demande s'il plai- 
foit retidre la refponfe aux lettres de la-Jloyne, que Monf.' de 
Boduel lui avoit baillees. Oui, dit^il, & la dcftus ill preud 
du papier incontinent, & efcript, ic quant faift, led. Paris 
lui diA, que la Royne I'avok commande de'^luy demanier, 
Ipquelde deiut iopa feroit ie meilleur pour le Roy,' ear elte 
&e bougcra de lit. juf^uei & cc qu'il auroyft rapporte fa re- 
lit ip<HlCS. 
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£»once. Led. Lid^ngron lui rcfpon<titi que Ic Kirk-de-field 
feroit ban, ie led. Sieur de Boduel & lui avoient advife enfem- 
ble 1^ delTua. Ainfi led. Paris partit pout' s'en aUer a Glaf- 
cow vers U Royne, & eilant de reUiur a Lilleboiirg.- & avoir 
feia fan meflage qui iui eltoit donne defd. Scig. de bouche, la 
Royoe lui demande, s'il avoiec veu parier MeCde Bodiiell & 
Uddiugton eniemble. 



NUMBER III. 

Part of the Journal or Diary of rhe moft mate- 
rial Paffages concerning Queen Mary, ex- 
hibited by Murray and his AJlociates. 

The prindpal marked by Cecil's hand in the Cot. Lib. Cal. 
b. 9. fbl. 247. Ander. vol. ii. p. 269. 

Januaiy ilThe quene tmk hjr journay towards Glafcowj 

1566-7. and was accompanyit with the erls of Hundy 

and Bochwel to the Kalendar, my lord Lcvilloun's place. 

33. The quene came to GlaTcow, and on the rode met hir 
Thomas Crawford from the erle of Lennox, and fir Jamei 
Hamilton, with the reft menuonit in hir letter. Erie Hundy 
and Bothwell returhlt that lame nycht to Edynbrough, and 
Bothwell lay in the town. 

24. The queen remaynit at Glafcow, lyck as Ihe did the 
3;th and z6tn, and hayd the conference with the king where- 
of Ihewryti); and in this ty me wrayt hir Bylle ^d uther 
letteris tu Bothwell. And Bothwell this 24th dajr wes found 
wrray tymus wefiing the king's lodging that wes in preparing 
for him, aad the fame nj/iit tuikjaumay l(fwardi LyddifdaiU, 

zy. The queen (canforme to hir commiffion, as fhe wryttis) 
broucht the kiAg from Glafcqw to the Kalendar towards Edyn- 
brough. 

Jan, 28. The Quene broucht the King to Linlythquow; and 
there remidned all morn, i^uhill Ihe gat word of my Lord Both- 
well his returning towards Edynbrough, he Hob Ormiitounane 
of the murthcrans. The fame day the Erie Setbwell came back 
_/Vwn Ljddifdaill lirvjarJs Edynbrough. 

29. She remained all day in Linlythquow with die King, and 
wraytt from thence to Bothwell, 

30. I'he Quene brouch( the King to Edynbrough, and patt 

. -liiiB in his ludging quhair. he endit ^ and Batliwell keiplog tryili 
met hir upoa die way. 

2 " ■ t NUM- 
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Copy of an original Paper In the Archives of the 
Family, 'Of Hamikon, intiiled on the Back, 
** Proces of Divorce iwixt Erie Bothwcll and 
" his Wife, Feb. 21, 1565." 



[From the contents, however, it appears only to be a proof 
taken, to fhew, that the Earl, and Lady Jane Gordon, his 
^ofe, were wuhin the degrees of confanguioity prohibited by 
^e CanoD Law*] 

'p H E twenty ane day of Fehruar, the zeir of God i M v C. 
and fextye fyve zeirs, anent the fupputatioun and verili- 
cadoan of the degreis of conftngucnitie, attening in dowbill 
fer^ of conDuignenitie : in the quhitkb difpenfatioun, palTit 
betmxtaD noble and mycht^ Lord James Hepburnc, Erie Bod- 
well, Lord Crichtown, Halis, and Liddifdaii, grete Admirall 
of thebaill realm of Scotland, i^e. and an nobiU and mychty 
Ladie Jane Gordonn, filler germane to an nobill and mychty 
Lord George Eric of Huntlie, Lord Gordoun, iSc. fiC procei 
was afit, as after fbllowis. 



7be fttpputatiBon W innumeratioun efthefaiddtgriti, i^e. 

George fecond, Erie of Hnntliei and firft of that namCi 
beand the floke. 

Margaret Gordon, Countefs of Bodwell, dochtlr to the fdd 
Eric of Huntlie. Erie Bodwdl hir fon ane. 
■ Eric Bodwcl! his fon that diet in Floudoun twa. 

Patrick Erie Bodwell his fon qoha laft deceffit in Damfricsi 
thr^. , 

James, now Erlt Bodiuell, his fon the ferd. 

Alexander the third Erie of Hnntlie, and fecund of that 
name, fon to the faid George Erie of Huotlie, and brother to 
t^e {aid Margaret Countefs of Bodwelt, ane. 

Jhone Lord Gordoun 'her fone, twa. 

George, the ferd Erie of Huntlle, and fecond of that name, 
his fone, three. 
■ ' ABd'Jane Gordoun his dochtir, the ferd. 

Vol. JL D d //«». 
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Itrm, EUfabeth Gordoun, Conntefs of Maribeal, dochtir to 
the firft George Lordand Erie of Huntlie, uid fifier tothe faid 
Margaret CounteA cf BodweUr ane. 

Robert Keith, maifter of Merfheal, her fon, twa. 

£lKabeth Keith, Coontefa of HratUe, hu dochtir, three. < 

And Jane Gordoon. Wr dochtir, the ftrd. 

Asd fwa one the fadderis fyde attening in ferdit of cOnlkn- 



Depijfiionts ttfiiam juraiwam in fra/'tii* 
Msgiftri Aleioadri Foirefl reCtwia de Lo^mentrou, praiho- 
notarii fecretariiqne, et datatii Reverendiffimi X^oftHoi et Detniiu 
Joannis Archiepifcopi Sanfli Andrex legati, &c. in innumera- 
ttOM gnduum recro : feriptarutn. apnd fidinbnrgft, in coIh- 
cdIo Domini Commendatarii de Lundoni. vicclii^ prime di& 
menJis Febraarii, anno t j6;> talis fmc examinatio. 

In priaii), Jacobua Duobar dc Tarbat, tcAis jiufatas k exE- 
minKut, deponk, Innunetadonetn gmdnuiti efle Teram, prout 
in rctrolcripta Jceduk continatar. 

AJcxandM' Dunbar di^Eil^oyaki tefiig juratn et exaoMDMutj 
deponic qutfonniter pnorii qui norit omnes gradiu, excepts 

Jacobu» Keith de Schelis, teltis juratui et «XBiiBnatu,d^mt 
conformiter pizcedentibus tel&bos. 

Monanos Ho^g de Bleredrjrne, teftus juratus et exanunotnij 
deponit confonnttei piicai teiH in ommbns. 

Quas quidem depo£tiones teltium prxdi^rnm ego Magifler 
Alexiipder Farrefi reAorde I'0£V' Montrofer prochonotaritu ac 
datariai prxdifii Reverenififll mi Domini Joannu Saa&i Andres 
Archj^iicopi ac legatir nwdita- fui) juramenti^ corporaliter 
recepi, et in hi; fcriptls redegi, teAantibas, mm Cgm tt fob* 
fcriptione manualibiu. ut moris. ed in fianUbusi aaDo, mmkf, 
die ^uibue fiipra, ijilbuite veneiaiiiji patre Joluwne Daanno 
Commendatano de Lundoris pro psu'te pnefati nobilii Domini 
Comitis de Bodw^, et Alexandro' Dtnwr dt KiUx}yak pro 
jpaKe pnadiito. Jeannx Gordon^ ptDcuruonlxu fuif, literattyie- 



A. Forrijl prolhimMaritu tie dMathr pr^fiUi Pnuni Rroiffm, 
diktat Domini Legati 

AttelIor< 

NUM- 
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NUMBER V. 



Copy of a Letter from Queen Elizabeth to Sir 
Amias Pawlet. 

Jmas, my moll faithful and careful fervaot, 

Q O D reward thee trebblefold in the double, for the moft 
troublcfonie charge fo well difcharged. If yoa knew, 
*r? Amias, how kindly, befide moft dudfufly, my pratefol heart 
accepts and praifeth your fpotlefs endeavours and &iihfu1 ac- 
tioms, your wilf orders and fafe regard performed in fo danger- 
ena and crafty a diarge, it would eafe your travail and re- 
joyce your hsirt : in which I charf e you carry this mofl iuftant 
thought, chat I cannot balance in any weight of my judgement, 
the value that I priie you at, and fuppofe no treafure can coun- 
tervail fuch a faith, and Ihall condemn -me in that fault, that 
yet I never committed, if /mu4r</naf fuchdefert ; yea, let me 
lack when I mofl need it, if I acknowledge not fuch a merit, 
xiff BMniius iaiitm. Let your wicked murdrefs know, how 
with hearty forrow her vile defert compels thefe ordera, and bid 
her from me aik God forgivenefs for her treacherotu dealing 
toward* the Civer of her life, many a year to Che iBtoUerabls 
peril of hsr awn : and yet not cootent with ia many forgire* 
nefles, muft fall again to fo horrible farpaffing a woman't 
thought*, much lefs a princefs, inllead of exco&ng whereof, 
not yet being fo plainly Goafefs'd by tho author of my ffuiltlefs 
death. I«t repenUace ttdse place, and let not the fiead pofief* 
her To as better part be loft ; fw •wbUb J prof ivith bands liftid 
jtp to hun that may both fave and fpiU. Wtch my loving aduc 
ioA prayers ibi thy long life, 

Yoitf noft aiTuKd and loving $avercign, at 

thereto 1^ good defert iadnced, 

E. Reoi H A. 



?** my Itvirii jfrniat. 
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[In the DiiTertatian annexed to Dr. Robertfon's hiftory^ 
there is a letter written by Queen Maiy to the Countefs of 
Lenox, in vindicatioit of herfelf ; and fabjoined to it is an 
anfwer written by the EJarl of Lenox to the Countefs, evpref- 
fing his belief of the Queen's guilt. From thefe letters a ftrong 
ugumenlis mferred againft Queen Mary. It is but jdlice to 
annex the following letter from the Queen, which ferves to ex- 
plain that matter.] ' 

ExtraA of a Letter from Queen Mary to the 
Archbiihop of Glafgow> her Ambaflador at 

■ the Court of France, ad of May 1578 *. 

The ORIGINAL. 

Vf ADAME (la Com tefle) de Lenox, mabellemere, eftdeeedee 
^ depuis un mois en 5a; ayant laiiiee une fienne petite fille, 
dontla Rnne d'Angleterre s'eft retcniie la garde. J'eferis a 
ceox qui font pres de mon fSa, de faire inftance en fon noiti de 
cette fucceflion j' non pour envie que j'aye qu'elle Juy demeurc, 
mais pour fervir de declaration, que luy et uioy ne devona eftre 
repotez ni traitea en entrangers au royaume d'Angleterre, puis 
que nous Ibmmes nais dans la ineme tUe. Cette bonne dame 

■ elloit, graces i Dieu, fort bien recotihue vers moi, depuis 
cinq ou fix ans que nous avoni^u intelligence cnfemble: & m'a 
>dvouee par lettres efcrite* de fa main, que je garde, ie tort 
qo'elle m'avoit fait en fes injulles pourfuites, drelTees, cocime 
clle me la fait entendre, par fon confentment, pour avoir etc 
mal bfonne ; mais prindpalement, par exprei commandement 
de ladite Reine d'Angleterre, Sc perfualion de ceux de fon 
confdl, qui aroient toujours empefche nt^re appointement ; 
lorfque ayant connu mon innocence, elle vouloit defifter de me 
pourfuivre, jufqn'a refufer plainemcnt d'advouer ce qu'ils fe- 
roient contre moi foubs fon nom. 1 

■ Mem. Sou toil. PuU, torn. ii> N* J5.; Kcich, Appnuiii, 
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A TRANSLATION. , 

'T^ a E Counters of Lenox, my mother-in-law, died about 
a month ago ; and the Queen of England has taken into 
her care the Countefs's grand- daughter *. I have writtea 
to thofe who are about my Ton to enter a claim in his namtf 
for this fuccefiion; not for any deljre that I have that he' 
ihould aflually fucceed unto it, but rather to.teAify, that nei- 
ther he nor I ought to be reputed nor treated as foreigners in 
Eogland, who are born within the fame ifle. This good lady 
was, thanks to God, in very good correfpondence with me theff 
five or fix years bygone, and has confelTed to me, by fundry 
letters under her hand, which I carefully preferve, the injury 
flie did me by the unjult purfuits which Oie allowed to go out 
againll me in her name, through bad information ; but prin- 
cipally, {he faid, thitugh the exprefs orders of the Queen of 
England, and the perTuafion of her council ; who alio took 
much folicitude, that Ihe and I might never come to good un- 
derftanding together. But how foon flie earae to know of my 
innocence, flie defilled from any further purfijit againfl me ; 
ray. went fo far as to refufe her confent to any Uting they 
Jhould aft againft me in her name. 

) Charles EiH of 



NUMBER VII. 

Lettre de R. Marie Stuart a Ton Aumonier. 

J 'ay ete combattue ce jour, de ma religion, et de recevoir la 
confolation des Hereciques. Vous entendrez par Bourgoin, 

et les autres, que pour le moins j'ay fidelement faifl protefta- 
tion de ma foy, en laqueile je veiix mourir. J'ayrequis de 
Yoas nvrni peur fatre ma catifcjpon, tt rtetvoir tnonjacrtmtnt, et 
qui m'a tfte cratllement rtfufi, auffi bien que Ic tratiAerte 4' mm 
c»rfi, et le pouvoir de teAer llbrement, ou nen eu^ire que par 
D d 3 lew 
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leur maiiu, et foa le bon plaifir de leur maitrelTe. A fmtc 
de ceU. Je confeiTe la griefuete de me peches en genera], 
comme j'avns delibcre de faire a voue, en paniculier, voas 
friant mi nan de Dim, dt frier et •vtillir cette nuit arec moi, 
pourlafadsfaftion de mes pefches, et m'envoyez vacre abfo-. 
lutioii et pardon de toates les ofFencei, que je vous ay fai£lei. 
J'effayeray de vous voir en leur prefence comme ils m'ont 
accoru do maitre d'hotri, et d. m'efl pennis devant tous a 
(enosx, je dentanderay la benediflion. 

Advifer moi dc plui propre pricres, pnur celli itait et pour 
iimtan wiaiin. Car le temps e'ft court, et je n'ay loifir 
d'efcrire, mai je tous recommanderay comme Ic relle, et fur 
toot, vo» beneifices, vons feront alTeurez, et je vous recom- 
mendeny aa Roy. Je n'ay plus de loifir. Advifez moy de 
tout ce que vom penfcrer pour mon lalot par eTcrit. 

Je voos en»oyeray un dernier petit token, (Souvenir.) 

JV«fa. EQe eferirmt Ton ceftament de.fa propre main en 
deux feuiUes de p^ipier, fans s'arrefter et fans lever la 
mcnn deffus le papier, ou elle mifl par eftat toutej fes 
afiaires fani rien oublier, et Tans laiffet aucun des Hens 
aCqael etie ne legaft qaelque choTc *. 

* HiAofat d'Elifalielli, pir M. Kenlia, tam. i. |k 423* 



NUMBER VIII. 

Dcraicrc I->cttrc dc la Reyne Marie a Elifa- 
beth t. 
Madami, 

JE rcndi gT>c«« \ Pica de tout mon cceur, dc ce qa'il lay 
ptait de mettre fin, par voa arrefls, an pelerina^e 
ennnyenji de ma vie. Je ne demandc point qu'ellc me loit 
prdongee, n'ayant eu que trop de temps, poor experimenter 
nes amertcmei. Je fupplie fealemeiit votre Majeftie que 
. puis je ne dots attendre aunne faveur de qoelqaes miniflres 
zelez, q^oi tiennent les premiers rangi dans I'eftat d'Angle- 
terre ; je pmffe tenir de touj feulf et n<m d'auire, le bien fiut 



qui I'enfnycnt, 



■f Jcbb, Toll '»• p. gii 

Fremt^meitt 
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Premieremnit je vous demand, qneconuDe il' ne m'eftpu 
poflible, d'vfperer un fepulture en Angleterre felon le fdem- 
nices Catholiaues, praftiques par les anciens Roys> vos an- 
ceflrei et le miens, ec que dans I'Ecofle on a force ct violente le 
cendreg de mes ayeoUi qoand mea adverlairei feront faoulez 
de maiig Omg innocent, mon corps fait portc pu mm do- 
meftiques, en quefque terre falnAe poor y eflre enieire, et fur 
'tout en France, ou leg Bs de ht R«^e ma tits koHorie mere 
repo&ut; afin que ce panvre corpa, qui n'a jamais en de 
repos tant quil a eile joint a mon ame, le pui^e finalemeot 
reDContrer lors qu'il en fera fepare. 

Secondement, je prie r. M. poor lapttlienfian que j'ay delx 
tyrannic de cenjt, au pouvair du quel voos ra'arez abandonnee, 
^ne je ne fois point fuppliciee en quelque lieu cache, niais a fa 
veuc de mea domeftiques, et autres perfonnes, qui poifient 
fendre cefmoignage de ma fby, et de mon obeylTancc envefi 
Ja vrave Egli^. Et defcndre le relies de ma vie, et mes def- 
niers foupirs, contre le Jaux bruics, que mes adrerfaires ponr- 
roient fiure conrir. 

En troifieme lieu. Je requiers, qne met domelUqties qOi 
m'ont fervir parmy tant d'ennuys* et avec taut de £delite, fc 
ptulTcDt retirer libreraent ou ils Toodrant, et jouir dc petitea 
commoditez que ma pauvrtte lear s Icgneez dans mon celU- 
Cient. 

Je V0U9 conjure, Madame, par le fang de Jefus Chiift, par 
fiOtrc parentc, par la memoirc de Roy Henry feptietme, notre 
pere conunun, et par le titre de Reyne que je porte encore 
jnfque a la.mort, de ne me pmnt refufer de demabdes finu- 
fonablej, et me I'affurer par un mot de votre main. &t ta 
^clTus je mouray, comme jay vefcu, ^ 

Vo^ aficAionne fcrnr et piifotmiere. 



D(l4 
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Lettre de la Roync d'Ecofle i la Royne EH- 
zabeth, contenant fcs pl^tntcs alTez au long, 

1582. 

Vf ADAMB, fur ce qui eft venu a ma cogiKuflknce dei der- 
nieres conipirations executces en ETcolTe conire mon 
pauvre enfaac, ayant toute occaficn d'en craindrc U- confe- 
quence, i I'exemple de moy-mefme, il faut que j'employe fi 
peu de vie Sc de force qui me refie, pour devant ma mort, 
Voui defcharger plaiaement mon cceur de mei juftes & la- 
mentables plaintes, defquelles je delire que cette leitre vous 
fervetantquevousvivrezapres moyd'unperpetuel cefmoignage 
- Sc graveure en voAre confciencc, txnt a ma defcharge pour la 
polleiite, qu'a la honte Sc confufion de toui ceux qui fous 
voire advea, m'ont ii cruellement & indignement trainee 
Jufques icy, Sc menee a I'exuemiLc ou je fuis. Mai) dautant 
que leurs delTeins, prattiques, afllons & procedures, pour de- 
teftables qu'elles puiflent avoir elle, ODt loufionrs prevalu en 
voftre endroit contre mes tres-juftes remonllrances & iincercs 
deportemens, & que la force, que voiis avez en main, vous a 
toufiours donne la raifou enue les hommes, j'auray recours a, 
Bieu vivant, noAre feul juge, qui nous a egalement Sc imme- 
diatement foua luy eJlablies au gouvemement de fon peuple, 
je rinvoqucTay a I'cxtremite de ' celle mienne tres-urgente 
affliftion, pour retribuer a vous Sc a moy (comme il fera a foa 
dernier jugement) la part de nos merites Sc de ine rites 1 'one 
envers I'autre. Et fouvenez vous, Madame, qu'a luy nous ne 
ffasrions rien driguifer par les far; Sc polices du monde, caea 
que mes ennemis, fous vous, puiflent un temps couvrir anx 
hommea, paravanture a vous, leurs fubtiles inventions. En 
fon nom Sc corarae devant luy feant entre vous Sc moy, je vous 
ramentevray que par les agents, efpies, Sc meJTagers fecrets, 
envoyez foubs voftre nom en EfcofTe, durant que j'y efbns* 
mes fabjets ont ehc corrompus, & fufcitez a fe rebeller contre 
moy, a attenter contre ma perfonne, Sc en un moi a dire, 
fajre, entreprendre & executer ce que durant mes troubles, 
cll adronu audit pays : done je -ae vcux a prefent fpecifier 

autre 
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jtutre verification que celle que j'en nray par ja confefiiand'ua 
qui depuis a ette des plus avancez de ce bon fervice, & des 
termoins a lay confroatez. 

Auquel ft j'euffe deflors faift juftice, ii n'euft depuis par fea 
ancieruies intelligences renouvelle les mefmes pratiques cantie 
mon iila, & n'euA moyenne a tous ntes traiftres & relieljcs 
fubjets, refiigiez vers vous, I'ayde & fupport qu'ils en gnt eu, 
mermes depuis ma detention par de^a, Jans lequel lupportjc 

{lenfe que lefdits traiftres n'euflent deflors prevalu, ne depuis fi 
onguement fubfiite, comme lis ont faiH.. Durant mapriToB 
de Loehlevjn feu Trogmarton me confeilla de voftre part de 
iigner cefte demiffion qu'il m'advertiffoit me devoir efee pre- 
ftntee, m'afleurant qu'elle ne pouvoit eftre valatile. Et depuit 
fl n'y a eu lien en la Chreftiente oi elle ait efte lenue pour 
telle, ne maintenije que pardefa, jufques a avoir alHfle par 
force ouverte les auflieurs d'icelle. En voftre confcience, 
Madame, voudriez vous recognoiftre pareille liberte & pouvoir 
en vos fujeCs ? Ce neancmoins mon authorite a efte paries 
iniens tranfmife a moa fils, lors qu'il n'e(loit capable de Vex- 
erccT. Et depuis que je I'ay voulu legitimement afieurer en 
icelle, eftant en aage de s'en aider pour fon bien propre, elfc 
luy eft foudainement ravie, & attribuee a deux ou trois traiHres, 
qui lay en ayant defia ofte I'efteft, luy en ofteront comme 
k may & le nom & le tiltre, s'il leur eontredit en fajon que 
fe foit, & paravanture la vie, fi Dieu ne pourvoit a fa pre- 
fervation. Sortie que je fus de Lochlevin prefle a donner 
bataille a mes rebelles, je vous renvoiay par un Genul-bomme 
expres une bague de dlamant, qu'autrefois j'avois recuc de 
vous eh Token, Sc avec affeurance d'effire par vous fecourue 
centre mes rebelles, & mefme que me retirant vers vous, 
yaus vjendtiez jufque fur la> froniiere m'aliiner, ce que par 
divers melfagers m'avott efle confirme. Cefte promeffe ve- 
nant & rei'Ceree de voftre bouche (ores que par vos miniflj-ej 
je me fufle trouvee fouvefit abufee) me fit prendre telle fiance 
en I'efFet d'icelle, que la route de mon camp furvenue, je vlns 
droift pour me jetter entre vos bras, fi j'en euffe peu ap- 
procher. Mais deliberant de vous aller trouver, me voUa 
fi. my-chemin areftee, envlronnee de gardes, reiifermee dam 
des places fortes, k en tin reduite, toute honte palTee, en la 
taptivite oil je meurs aujourd'huy apres mille morts quej'y 
fiy ja foufFertes. Je ffay que vous m'alleguerez ce qui s'eii 
pafle entre le feu Due Nortfolk i moy. Je maintiens qu'il 
ji'y avoic rien k voftre prejudice, ne conire le bien public.de ■ 
ce royaume, & que le traitie fuc approuve par I'advis & fig- 
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mtum ies premiers qui eftoient lor» de Tottre confeil, av« 
aflearance de le youa f^ure trDBver bon. CommcDt icl» per- 
fonnages eoffent ill entrepris de vous faire conlendr a ce qu'oa 
TOW oflftft la vie, I'honneur, & U couitmne, cocnme vons 
vous en demonfhez perfuadee i tons Ambafladeurs & autres 
^ Tons parlent de moy ?. Ccpcndanl mes rebellcs s'ap- 
perecTuits que leur courTe precipitee ka emportoit plus oa\rc 
^'ils n'avoient pourpenfi, Sc la verite eftant apparue des 
impoftiRvs tp'oa femoit de moy par la conference, a laqnelle 
je me foubmis en plcine alTemblee de vos deputez & dei 
atjeni, ayec lea autres dc party contraire, en ce pays, pour 
n'ea efclaircir publiquement. Voila les prmcipaux pour efire 
Tenns a icIipiKence par vo9 forces afiiegcz au chafleau 
d'Edimbowg;, Se un dcs premiers d'emr'eux empoifonnS, St 
Fautre tres-craellement pcitdu, aprcs que par deux fbu je 
ten en fait mettre ta arroes bas k voftre requefte, en 
cTperance d'accord, oil Keu fi;ait fi mes ennemU tendoient. 
J'ajr voulu par un long-temps experimenter, & la patience 
ponnoit amender la ngaeur & mauvais truttement, qo'on 
coimnen^a fpecialement depuii dix ani a me faire ibnffrir, 
ft m'accommodant exaftement a I'ordre qni ai'efimc prefcrit 
fotrr ma captivite en cefte naifon, tant pour le regard du 
Bombre & qualite dea ferviteurs que je retina, licentjant les 
■litres, que pour ma diette & exerdce ordimure pour m» 
fame, j'ay refca jufques k prefent aufii quietement Se paifible* 
ment qa'un beaucoup moindre que moy, & plus oblige, qne 
poor tel traiftement je ne vous eftras, euft pea fajie, jufqu'a 
me priver, pour vous ofter tout ombre de foap^cn & deffiance, 
Ae reqoenr a anoir aucunc intelligence de mon fils St moa 
pays, ce que par nul droit ne raifon nc me pouvoit eftre deni£, 
k principal emeu t de mon enfant, lequel au lieu de ce on 
travailloit par touCe voye de perfuader conire moy, alin de 
nous affbiblir par nollre divifion. II me fut permis, direx 
•0U3, il y a crois ans de I'envoyer vifiicr. Sa captivce lors 
a Seerlin fous la tyrannic de Morton en fot caufe, conune fa 
fiberte I'a depuis efte d'an refus pour pareille vifite : toute 
cefte innee pafTee, je fuis par plufienn fois entree en diveifes 
ouverturea pour i'eftablifferaent d'vne bonne amiti6 entre 
noua Si feure intelligence d'entre ces deox royaumes a I'ad- 

A Chatifvorts 11 y a environ dix ana que commifluret flie 
furcnt envoyez a cet effeft. 11 en a efte triite avec vooa 
nefme par les ambafTadeuis de France St les miens. Moy- 
mefinej'enfiil'hyverdeiiucr toutcslcs advanttgcufcs ouverturea 
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& Rede qu'il efloit polible. Que m'en eft-U revena ? Mx 
bonne intention mefprifee, U lincerite de mes deportement 
^gUgce tc ulomniee, I'eftat de me$ a&ires traverie par 
defaiz, remifes, & tel) autres artifices. Ec pour condufion, 
pire & plus indigne traiftement de jour k autre, quelque chofe 
que je me fiMs efforcee de faire pour derervir le eontraire, ma trop 
longue, inutile, & dommageable patience m'ayant amene i 
ce poinft, qu8 mes ennemis par lear accoultumance de me 
maJ-faire penfent aujourd'huy avoir droift de prefctiption de me 
traitter, non comme prUbnniere, telle que par raifon je ne puit 
' eftre, maia comme quelque eftlave, dont la vie & la mort 
dependent de leur fiule tyrannie. Je ne je puis, Madame, 

Elus longuement fonfFrir, & faut qu'en mourant je defcouvre 
:s aucheurs de ma more, ou que vivant j'eiraye foas voftre 
protefllon i faire mourir les cruautez, calomnies, & traiftres 
ocffeins de mefdits enneniis, pour m'eftablir quelque pea plus 
de repos pour ce qui me relle a vivre. Pour vuider les oc- 
faCons precendues de tous dtlferens entre nous, efclarcifTez 
voa3> s'u vous platft, de tout ce qui vous a elte raporte de ivt 
deportemens : faites revoir les depoficions des eltrangers pri» 
en Irlande; que celle des jefuites dernieremcnt executez vou» 
foient reprefentecs : donnez libcrtez a ceux qui voudrunt en- 
treprendre de me charger publiquemcrt, Sc me permettei 
d'entrer en ma defence i s'il s'y trouve du mal, que je le 
fooffre, ce fera patiemment, quand j'cn fjauray I'occafion: 
fi du bien, ne (buiFrez que j'en (bis plus mal traittee avec voftre 
tres~grande charge devant Dieu Se les hommes. Les plus vils 
criminels, qui font en vos prifons, naiz fous vollre obeiflance, 
font receaz a leurs juftfications, & leur font toufiours declares 
leura accufateors. Si leurs accufationa. Pourquoy doncquei 
Je mcfme ordre n'aura il Jieu envers moy Royne fouveraracj 
voftre plus proehe parente & legitime herittere ? Je penfe qu« 
cefte demiere quaiite en a elte jufques icy la principale canfe, 
i i'endrcnl de mes ennemis, & de toutes Seurs calomnies, potZT 
en nons tenant en divifion> faire glifler entre deux leurs injufte* 
pretentions. Mais helas ! ils ont maintenant pen de raifon tc 
moint de befoin de me tourmenter davantage poor ce re- 
gard. Car je vous protefte fur mon honneor, que je n'attcm 
aujourd'huy royaume, que celuy de mon Dieu, lequel je ms 
■foy preparer pour la meiHeure fin de toutes mes affliftions tc 
adverfitez paifees. Cc fera i vous de defcharger voftre con- 
feience enver) mon enfant pour ce qui luy appartlendra apres 
ma mort en cct cndroit, & cependant de ne laifler prevaloir 
i fon prejadice its co&cinuelles praticques & mcneei fecrettei 

que . 
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qne nos ennemis en ee ro)'aume font joornellement poor Tad- 
vancement de leurfdiies pretentions, travuUant d'autre cofl« 
avec nos traiilres fubjeis eti EfcolTe, par tous le) moyen* qu'ili 
peavenc, pour hafter fa mine, ^ont je ne demanile autre tnei]- 
Jeure venfication, que lea charges dotineeg k vers dernier* 
deputez envoyez en EfcoRe, & cc que lefdits deputez y oat 
ieditieufeinent pratique, comme je croy, a voftre defceu, jnaii. 
avec bonne Ic futfifante follicitation du Ccnnte mon bcm voi&i 
a. York. Et a ce propos, Madame, par quel draft fe peat 
maintenir, que mere de mon enfant, je feus totallement inter- 
dite, Qon fealeaient de le fubvcnir cq la neceflite £ urgente oii 
il eft, mais.auili d'avoir aucune cogaoifiance de Ibn eSatf 
Qui J peut apporter plus de foin, devoir & £nceiite que moy? 
A qui peut-il toucher davantage i Pour le moins fi Cnvoy^uit 
vers luy pour pourvoir a fa prefcrvation, ainfi que k Comte d« 
Cheruibcry m'a fait dernierement entendre de voftre part, il 
vous euil pleu recevoir en cela mon advis avec meilleure oc- 
Cffion, ce me femble, &: plus d'obligation vers moy, vods 
v faffiez intervenue. Mais confiderez ce que vous avez laifle 
a, penfer quand oubliant fi foudainement les offenfes que vous 
pretendiez eonire mon fils, lors que je vous reqncrois que nous 
cuvoyaflions enfemble vers luy, vous avez depefche oii il eftoit 
prifonnier, non feulement fans m'en donner advis, mals me re- 
llraignant au mefme temps de toute liberte, alin que par voye 

3uelconque, je n'en euHe aucunes nouvelles. Que fi I'intention 
e ceux qui ont moycnne ftn voftre endroit cefle fi prompte viGtede 
mon fils, a efle pour fa prefervaCion & le repos du pais, ils na 
doivenc eftre fi foigneuK de me !e cder, comme chofe en quoy 
je n'eulTe voulu concouriravec vous : ils vous ont par ceotoyen 
iait perdre Ic gre que je vous en devois avoir, & pour vous en 
parler plus pl^nement, je vous prie de n'y employer plus da 
tels moyens, ny de telles perfonnes. Car encores que je tiens 
le Sieur de Kerri trap relTentant du lieu dont il ell forti pouc 
engager fon honneur en aucun vilain a£l:e ; il a eu un alliftant 
' partijan jure du Comie de Hondinton, par les mauvais offices 
duqucl une fi mauvaife a.Qioa n'a peu reufiir qu'ii pareil elFed. 
11 me fuSira done feulement que vous ne permettiez que de ce 
pays mon fils re^oive aucun dommage : qui eft tout ce que j'ay 
jamais requi? de vous cy devant, mefrae lors qu'une armee fut 
envoyee fur la fronttere pour cmpefcher que la jultice ne fufl 
faitte de ce deieftable Morton, & que nul des voliies direfle- 
ment on indire^ment ne s'entremefle d'avantage des affaires 
d'Efcofle, fi ce n'eft de mon fjeu, a qui toute cognoiflance en 
sppartknt, ou avec aifiilance de quelqu'on de 1^ part du Roj 
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tieS'ChrefBen mon bon frerc, lequel commc noftre principal 
allie je deftre faire participant de tout en cede caufe, pour pen 
de credit qu'ii puiffe avoir ivec les traiftres, qui detiennent mon 
fils a prefent. Cependani je vous declare toot ouvenement, 
-que je tiens celle derniere conrpiration & innovation pour une 
pure trahifon centre la vie mon fils, Ic bien de fes affaires, & 
celu/ (hi pays, & qae tant cju'il fera en Teflatque j'entnu 
qa'il eft, je n'eftimeray paroUe, efcriture, ou autre a^e qui 
vieoiM de luy, ou fe palle Ibas tort nom procede de fa ftanche 
& librc difpofitioDi mais fculement derdits confpirateurs, qiii 
•au prijc dc fii vicfe (er»enl dc luy pour mafque. Or, Madame, 
arec toate cefte liberte de parler, laquelle je prevoy vous 
poavoir en qnelque chofe defplaire, ores que ce fcit la verit£ 
mefme, vous trouverez, je m'aiTure, d'avantageeftrangc, queje 
vienne maintepant a vous importuner encore d'une requefte de 
.beaucoup plus grande importance, & neantmoins tres aifee i 
ivous de me roflroyer & effedluer. C'eft que n'ayant pea 
jufqu'icy, en m'accommodant patieciment fi long temps a\i 
ligoureux traitiement de cefte captivite, & me deportant fin- 
«eremeni en touteschofes, voire jufquea aux moindres qui 
.V0U9 toucboient bien peu, m'acquerir quelque alTeurance de 
voftre bonne grace, ne vous en dorner aucnne de mon entiere 
.affection vers vous, toute efperance m'ellant par la oltee 
;d'avoir mieux en fi peu de temps qui me rcRe a vivre, je vout 
.fapplie en I'honreur de la douloureiife pafliori de noftre Sauveur 
"& Redcmpteur Jefus Cbriil, je vous fupplie encore un coup 
me permeltre de me retirer hors de ce royaume en quelque " 
lieu de repos, pour chercher quelque foulagement a mon. 

Eavre corps, tant travaille de continuelles douleurs, & avec 
erie de ma confcicnce preparer mon ame a Dieo qui 
I'appelle joumeliement. Croycz, .Madame, & les med^cins 
que vous m'envoyattes cet eile dernier le peuvcnt avoir alTeB 
Jug^, que je ne fuis pour la faire longue, de forte qu'il ne voos 
peut refter aucun fondcraent de jaloufie ou deffiance de ma 
part. Et ce neantmoins prenez de inoy telles alTeurances & 
conditions juAes 5c raifonnables que vous les voudrez. La 
ibree plus grande refte toufionrs de voftre cofte pour me faire 
^arder, ores que pour chofe quelconque je ne lea voulufle 
rompre. Vous avez affcK eu d'experience de I'obfervation de 
■nes fimples promcifes, Sc quelquefois k mm prejudice, comme 
je vous remonftray far ce mefme fubjet, il y a deux ans. 
Souvenez vous, s'iJ voos plaift, de ce que je vous efcrivis lors. 
■Se que vous ne f^auriez tant obliger mon ci£ur a vous. que par 
la douceur, ores que vous conhntez.a perpetuite mon pauvre 
COips ianguiflant entie quatre muraiUes, ceux de mon rang & 
naturel 
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Biturel n'eflant pour fe UiAr gugner, oa forcer ^ mcmc 
Tiguer. Vofbe priibn fans aucun droit & juite fondement a 
defia deflruit moa coqjs, duqiKl rou.i fturez bieotoS la fin, 
s'il y continue gueres d'avantage, & D'auront dim ennemis 
beaucoup de temps poui' aflbuvir lean cmautez fur mojr, il ne 
me reAe que ramc, laquelle toute voftre puiHance ne pent 
captiver. Donnez luy donqiies lieu de refpirer on peu pluc 
librement Ton falut, que leul elle cherche aujoufd'hay, plut 
que Dulk grandeur de ce monde. It mc femble que ce ne vous 
f^auroic e&ie grande fatisfa^iHi, honncur, Sc advantage, que 
BicB ennemis foulent ma vie aox pkds, julques a m'avoir 
cltoufTe devant vous, an lieu que fi en celte ejitremite, qnoy 
que bicn tard, vous me relevez d'entre leurs idudb, tods 
rn'obligerez grandement a vous, tc tous ceux qui m'appar- 
tienncnt, Ipecialemcnt mon pauvre en^t, duquel par )k voos 
vous pourrez paraventure alTeurer. Je ne ceiTeray de vous 
importuner de celle requeAe, jufqu'a ce qu'ellc me foit ac- 
cordee. Et pource, je vous prie me faire entendre voftre in> 
tention, ayant pour vous complaire attendu julqu'a prefent 
depuis deux ans pour en renonveller I'taftance, dout I'citM 
miferable de ma fante me prelTe plus que ne le poorriez penfer. 
Cependant pourvoyez, s'il vous plaift, a I'amendement de 
mon traittement par de9a, que je ne puis fouffrir plus longue- 
ment, & ne me remettez a la difcretion d'autre quelconqac, 

3ue de vous-melme, de qui leule (comme je vous efcriv^ 
emierement] je veux d'orefnavant tenir tout Ic bien Ic le mal 
que je recevray en voitre pays. Faites mo;t celle faveur que 
j'aye voftre intention par efcrit, ou I'AmbafTadear de Prance 
pourmoy. Cardem'arrefter ace queleComtc de Sdieraftery 
ou aotres en diront ou efcriront de vollre part, j'ay trop d'ex- 
perience qu'il n'y peut avoir aiTeurance pour moy : le moindrc 
fubjet qu'ils fe fantafiront eftant fuSfant pour innover le tout 
du jour au lendemain. Outre ce, deroierement que j'efcriria 
a ceux de voftre confeil, voui me feiftes entendre que je ae 
me devois addrelTer a eux, mais a vous feule : Et ainfi d'eftendre 
feulement leur credit & auchoritc a me mal faire, il ne (emit 
raifonnable, comme il ed advenu en cefte deratere refirinffion, 
ou conire voftre intention, j'ay ellc f^us indignemeoc traittee. 
Cela me donne tout occafton de doubter, qu'aucuns de meg 
ennemis en voftre Jit confeil n'aycnt exprcs prcif:ur£ que Ics 
autrcs dudit confeil ne feu0ent participans de mei jnftex oom- 
plainfles, ne voyans paravanture lenrt compagoons adherer 
a leurs mefcbans attentats cootre ma vie, ou que s'ils «t 
avoient cognoiiTancc, ils s'y oppoferoeuc pour vome honneor, 
&IeDr 
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le leur derov envcrs vous. Done cbtrfes en £a ay-je piin- 
apalement a requeiir, I'use que proche comme je fuu d« 
pardr dc ce monde, je piufle avcnr prea de may poor na 
CODfoUtion quelque honorable homme d'Eglife, afin de ne 
ramentevoir jouniellement le chemiD q«e j'ay i pu-Khever.' 
Xc m'tuflruire a le parfaire felon ma religion, od je fuis fer- 
nement refglae de vtvre !c mourir. C'eft nn dernier devoir 
qu'au plus chetif Sc miferable qui vive ne fe pourroit dcnur. 
C'ell une liberte que vous donoez a tons lea Ambafiadeure 
cftraKgcn, comme auBi lous aatres Rays Cxtholiqaes dounetit 
wax voftres exercicc de tear religion. Et nor-nerine je a'xf 
jamaia force mes propres fubjets a aucime d^ole contrains 
^ leur religiooi ores que j'euffe tout pouvoir & auihorite fiw 
cuXa k que je feulfe en cefte eKtremite privee de teUe licence, 
voui ne le pouvez JLiftement faire. Quel advantage von 
reviendra-il quand vous me le denuree ? j'efpere que Dieu 
m'excufera, £ par vous de cefle fafon oppreflee je ne lailTc de 
luy rendre le devoir qu'en xrffiur me iera pemiis. Mais roos 
liorumez tret-mauvais exempic aux autres princes de ja 
ChreftienBe d'ufcr vers lenrs fubjets de la meTme ri^aeur que 
vou* me ticndrez, Royne fouveraine, & roftre plus procbs 

Sarente, comme je fuis & feray tant que je vivrajr, en deTpk 
e ines ennemis; Je ne vous veux importuner maintenant de 
I'aagmentation de ma matfon, dont pour le temps que je vc^ 
me relter a vivic an monde, je n'auray pas tant de bel<nn. 

fe roac denaode doncques feulemenc deux femmes de chaia- 
re, pour me fnbvenir durant ma maladie, voire atteftaHt 
devant Dieu qa'elles me font tres-neceflaries, quand je feroi* 
UDB pauvre creature d'entre le fimple peuple. Acccrdez lea 
moy en I'honneur de Dieu, & monSrez en cela que me* 
etmania n'ont tant de credit envers vons contre moy, -que 
d'exercer leur vengeance & cruaiite en clfofe de fi pen ds 
conieqaence, & dependant d'un limple ofiice d'hnmanite. 

Je~ viendtay maintenant a ce donl le Comte de Scherufbery 
m'a chargee (11 un tel que luy me peuc charger) c'eft a f^avoir 
qOe contre ma promeffe faite a Beale, tc k voflre delceu, 
j'ay negotie avec man fib, pour luy ceder mon tilcre de !* 
couronne d'EicofTe, m'eflant obligee de n'y proceder qu'avec 
foftre advu, par un de met ferviteurs, qui en leur commiM 
voyage feroit dtrige par I'un des voltres. Ce font, me fembla, 
lea mcfinee termei dudit Comte. Je vous diray la deliiis, 
Madame, que fieale n'a jamait en aucune fimple b abfoluif 
promefls de tnoy ; maia bien des envertures condition ndles, 
anfquellex- je ne pouvou en fa^on ^ue ce iat reftet liee. Tain 
4 qu*2a 
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qa'au prealable let conditiont, que j'y avots appofees, foffent 
executees; aofquelles tant I'en faut qu'il ait «M fatialaitt 
qu'an contraire je n'en ay jamais eu aucune Tcfponce, ny da 
la, part ou)' faire mention depuig. Et pour ce refpeft^ if me 
Jbuvicnt trcs-bien que le Comte de Schenilbery vers Pafque» 
dernierei, vonlant- tirer de may nouvelle confirmation dc ce 
que j'avois dit audit Bealc, Je luy repliquay tout pteinement, 
que c'cSoit feulement au cas que lefdites conditions me fulTenC 
gKCordeei, & confequcmmenc eiFeffaiees. L'un Sc I'autrc font 
encores vivants pour le vona termoigner, s'iU en veulent dire 
la verite. OepuU voyant que aucune refponce ne m'elloit 
^tte : mail aa contraire que par delays & remifes mes ennerois 
continmnent plus liccntieufement que jamais leurs pradquea, 
bailies dea le fejonr dudit Beale pres de moy, pour traverier mes 
juftes intentioDi en Efeofle, ainfi que les effefls I'ont bien 
tefmoigne, & que par ce moyen la porte demeuroit ouverta 
a la ruine de mon AIs k la miennp, je pris voftre fitence 
poor refus, Se mc dcfchargeay par lettres exprelTes, tant sL 
»0us qu'a vollrc confeil, de tout ce ^ue j'aTOis traittc avcc 
ledit Beale. Je vous feis bien participante de ce que le 
Roy Monfieur, & la Royne Madame, m'avoyenc cfcrit de 
fcurs msins propres fur cet affaire, Sc en rcquia voftre advu, 
qui eft encores a venir, avec lequel mon intention a la 've- 
ntc efttric de proccder, Ti vous me I'eufliez en temps depart!, 
& voDS m'euffiez permis d'envoyer vera mon fils, m'affiHant 
cs ouvertures que je vous avoia propofees, pour eftablir entre- 
cea deux royautncs une bonne amitie & parfaite intelligence 
a I'advenir. Mais de m'obliger nuement a fuivre voftre 
advis, devant que Tjavoir quel il pourroit eflre, & de fou-^ 
mettre pour le voyage de nos gens le mien a la direftion du 
voftre, mefmementenmoii pais propre, jene fus jamais fifimple 
que de le penfer. Maincenant je remets en voftre confi* 
deration, fi vous avez i^eu le faulx jeu que mes ennemis par 
de^ m'ont joiie en EfcofTe, pour amener les chofes au poind 
qu'elles font, lequel de nous y a le plus ftucerement pro- 
cede, Dieu foit juge entre eux & moy, &. deftoume de 
cefte ifle la jufte punition de ieurs demerites ; renvoyea encor 
nn coup les advertiflemens que mes tiaiftres fubjeas de 
I'EfcoiTe vous peuvent avoir donnez, vous trouverez, & je 
le mainuendray devanc tous les Princes Chrelliens, qu'il ne 
s'y eft palle de ma part chofe quelconque a voftre pre- 
judice, ne contre le bien & repos de ce royaume, lequel 
• je n'affefte moins que confeiller, ou fubjet que vous ayez. 
y ayant plus d'inteieft qfl'aucdn deox. II fe parloit de ^ra- 
7 . ■ ufi« 
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tifier mon fils du tiltre & nom de Roy, & d'aflenrer lant 
luy audit tiltre, que les rebelle* de toute impunice de leurs 
oSences du psM, Ic de remettre toutes choles en an repos 
& tranquilUtc pour I'advenir, fans aucune innovation de chofe 
quelconque. Elloii-ce ofter la couronne a mon fiU t Mes 
ennemis, comme je croy, ne voudroient pas qu'elle loy full 
affeuree, & pour ce font tres-contens qu'il la deiienne par 
I'itlegitinie violence d'aucuns traiftrea etinemJ! de toute an- 
riennetc de toute noftre race. E!loit-ce la cfiercher jiiftice 
dea oiFencea paflees defdits traiftres, que ma ckmence a 
toafiours furpaflez i Mais mauvaife confcirnce ne pent jamais 
s'affeurer, portant eontinuellement fa crainte en fon plus 
grand trouble avec clle-mefme. Eftoit-ce vouloir alterer le 
reopa du pays, que de le procurer par une douce abolition 
deioutes chofes paJTees, Sc generale reconciliation entre tous 
nos fubjetj I Celt ce tjoe nos ennemis par deja craJgnenC 
autant qu'ils font demonllration de la de£rer. Quel pre- 
judice en cela vous eftoit-il fait? Marquez doncqiies, & 
feites verifier, s'U vous plaift, en quelle autre chofe : J'en 
refpondray fur mon honneur. He ! voulez-vous, Madame, 
vous laiffer tant aveugler aux artifices de mes ennemis, que 
poor eftabllr apres vous, Sc paraventure eontre vous mefmes, 
leurs injuftes pretentions a cefte Couronne, vous les fouflriez, 
YOus vivantc, Se leg voyez vuiner, Sc faire fi cruellement 
perir ceux qui vous touchent de fi prcs, & de cceur Sc de 
fong ? Quel bien & honneur pouvez-vous efperer de foufFrir 
qu'ils nous tiennent inon iils Sc moy fi lon[;uement feparez, 
Se luy Sc moy d' avec vous? Reprenez les anciennes arrhea 
de voftre bon naturel, obligez les voftres a vous-mefmc, 
donnez moy ce contentement avant que mourir, que voyant 
toutes chofes bien remifes entre nous, mon ame delivree de 
ce corps ne foit contrainte d'efpandre fes gemiffements devanr 
Djeu, pour le tort que vous aurez fouffert nous eftre faift icy 
bas : mais pluHoH qu'ellant bien unie avec vous, die quitte 
ceftc captivite, pour s'acheminer vers luy, que je prie vous 
bien infpirer fur mes tres-juAes & plufque raifonnables plaintes 
It doleances. A Sheffeild ce 28. Novembre mil cinq ceits 
oOante deux. 

Fejlrttni dtfiki plui proche pareitte 

Sif affeilkante cea/int 
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N U M B E R X. 

TRANSLATION of Queen Mary's 
ELEGY on the Death of her Hufband, 
King Francis II. By Mr. Pyb, Member 
of Parliamenc iot Berks. 

Sec the original, voL i. page 256. 

I. 
TN melting ftrdns that fwectly flow, 

Tun'd to the plaintive notes of woe. 
My eyes furvey, with anguiih fraught, 
A lofs beyond the reach of thought. 
While pafs away life's faireft years 
In heaving fighs and mournful tears. 

II. 

Md cruel deftiny e'er fhed 
Such horror on a wretched head? 
Did e'er once-happy woman know 
So fad a fcene of heart-felt woe ? 
Por ah ! behold on yonder bier 
All that my heart and eyes held dear ! 

III. 

Alas ! even in my blooming hours, 
'Mid opening youth's refptendent flowers, 
I'm doom'd each cruel pang to fhare, 
Th' extremeft forrows of dripair. 
Nor other joy nor blifs can prove 
Than grief, and difappointed love. 

IV. 

The fweet delights of happi<r day* 
New angoilh in my bolbm raife ; 
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Of fluning day ihe pureft light 
To roe is drear and gloomy night ; 
Nor is there aught fo good ana fair 
As DOW to claim my llighieft care. 



In my fiiU heart and tbeamlng eyes, 
Ponrtrayed by woe, an Image liei. 
Which fable robes but faintly fpeak. 
Or the pale languor of my cheek. 
Pale as the.viokt's faded leaf^ 
The tint of love's defpairing grief. 

VI. 

Perplex'd by this nnwonted pain. 
No place my Heps can long detain ; 
Yet change of icene no comfort g^ve*. 
Where forrow's form for ever lives j 
My worft, my happieft, ftate of mind 
In folitude alone I £nd. 

VII. . 
If chance my liftlels fbotlleps leada 
Thro' fhady groves, or flowery meads. 
Whether at dawn of riling day. 
Or filent evening's fetting ray. 
Each grief that abfence can impart 
InceJFant rends my tortured heart, 

yiii. 

If to the Heavens, in rapt'rous tran(;e, 
I hap'ly tfirow a wififul glance,' 
His vilionary form I fee, 
PiAur'd in orient clouds to me ; 
Sudden, it flies, and he appears 
Drown'd in a wat'ry * tomb of tean. 

*.See note, tdI. i. p. 157.. 
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IX. 

Awhile, if balmy flumberi fpread 
Their downy piniona o'er my head, 
I touch his hand in Ihadowy dreams ; 
His voice to foothe my fancy (eems. 
When wak'd by toil, or luH'd by reft. 
His image ever fills my breaft. 

X. 

No other objeil meets my fight, 
Howe'er in robes of beauty dight. 
Which to my fad defpairiiig heart 
One tranfient tvifh will e'er impart. 
Exempt from that unalter'd woe. 
Which this fad breaft mull ever know. 

XI. 

Bat ccafe my fong,— ceafe to complain. 
And clofe the fadly plaintive Ilr^n, 
To which DO artificial tear;. 
But love unfeif n'd, the burthen bears : 
Nor can my forrow* e'er decreafe. 
For ah ! lus abfencc ne'er can ccafe. 



NUMBER XI. 

LIST of the French Words ufed in the 
Scottish Language. 

ScMeb. Fnnch. 

Qee» Tit -aiiU ehfi-jy Guigne 

Orlogc A (loci Orh^ 

Gigoc J leg ^miuian Gigot 

LatherOD J dirty flat Lauleroa 

Spaule I ^^^"^'^-I'^'t^' E'paule 

Spalder 
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Sold,. 




Fremcb. . 


Spaldcr 


r»_firitti, cl^ arms 


E'paiiler 


Dime. 


Tbtgam, „fdraugbu 


Dam« 


Walltc. 


SaddU-baet 


VaHfc 


Corby 


Jra^en 


Corbeau 


Crouds 


King's i^a 


Ecrouelea 


Tache 


Jftain 


Tache 


CaneUe 


■ Cinnamon 


Caneile 


Ratbit 


Aradijb 


Raifort 


^ 


A plate 


Affiette 


Nint-pins 


QmUM 


Chamber d'dice 


Ciiambre I <lu» 


Henoifott 


BUJ/ing 


Bennifon 


Malifo. 


Aeurfi, froitt 


Maleir. Clgrmie 


Amry 


A cuthoard iti the luall 


Armoirc 


acmSc 


M.,k, miU 


DOQX 


Boot 


Hardyfiuhbtrn 


Dur 


To&lh 


ro trouble 


Facher 


Falhcouj 




F?cheujc 


To maltreat 


r> uft ill 


Maltraiter 


TomargmUj 


Tear Ufiieeet 


Margouiller 


Marokin 


Mh^alealbtr 


Maroquia 


To brifs 


Tacnifi 


Brifer . 


Todiial 


r.Jkpe. OTTunJ^wit 


Devaler 


Lippie 


^uarterof a peek 


Lippee 


fawTooed 


X SmMtb in addrifi 


Pa^anne 


Achanler 


AcandMick 


Chandelien 


AhowtomHe 


Anckird 


Efloudeao. 


To taJafli 
Giofen 


Cover a&M 


Galoche 


Agcc/eieny 


GrofeiUe 


Calciil 




Galcul 


Hallon-lhaker 


To cheapen, •wratigk ahaiU 


L Briguer 
HaOlons 


A ragged fellirw, from 
A quarrel, eenfujiati 


Broalzie 


Brouillis 


To croup 


Or erouii dfwn ' 


Croapir 


Napery 


Taile-Iinen 


Nappe 


Woodef™ 


Afrtbrand. ineen£eny 


Boii^eu 


Aplack 


Afinallmn 


Plaqae 


Kee 


Drunk 


gS 


To fleech 


FatvH tut, eajele 


Flechir 


The burJen 


Drone of a bag-pip. 


Bouitloa 


A ehoppin 


A quart 


Cknnne^ 


Apawnie 


A peatack or turteycoei 


Pun 
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SMii. 




Tntii. 


Toupe 


Ttf'ff^nr^entf 


T.pir 


Et'-Toly 




HuL d'oEm 


Somber 


GiB«mj 


Sombre 


Veftc 


izf" 


Veftc 


Kemeed 


Rcmcde 


Vivtr. 


nai, 


Vivrcs 


Tocrevy 


r.tnjt 


Crever 


Canaillie . 


n,^ 


CuiiJle 


Ua 


Jjiuauf 


EHte 


Anmfer 


Jlmumt^ 


Airolbir 


T>f. 


Jcf 


Tale . 


Ginnii 


Apiihg 


Chantier 


Lettiin 


jid,ft 


Lolrin 


Boaet 


A pattern 


Boete i chudeUc 


Sucker 


&,«• 


Sucre 


^£iIriL 




EfperUa 
Nourice 


Strnk 


J,^ 


Etan^ 


KKhcIeer 


A ««W«- 


BacbeBer 


Fiun 


r^/ft^"^"*'}""^ 


Disjone 


jh,af^ 


Dejeuner. 



THE END. 
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